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BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Which is the oldest house in Amherst?  
That’s what y’all are wondering so let me 
answer at the outset:  I don’t know. No-
body now living knows. Historians John 
Farmer (1820) and Daniel Secomb (1883) 
did not say. (Truly, they did not:  what they 
said was where the site of the first log cab-
in was located; ain’t no old log cabin still 
standing in this town. “But but but,” I 
can imagine you savvy history buffs mut-
tering, “the 1858 map did!” Sure ‘nuff al-
though it has led to some confusion ... I’ll 
get to that.) My objective is to provide the 
plausible candidates for houses built in 
Souhegan West – that is, before 1760 – 
based on whatever actual evidence there 
might be.

Caveats:  It is well nigh impossible now 
to figure out the exact construction date 
(take your pick, date of frame raising or date of 
readiness for occupancy) of a given old house 
in town, absent a contemporaneous journal or 
letter. The actual date or earliest plausible date 
of an antique house doesn’t necessarily mean 
that the house had the same size at the outset 
as now. For example, what is now an ell may 
have been all of the original house; or the sec-
ond story may have been added at a later date. 
Also, don’t assume that a cape is necessarily 
older than 2-story house. 
244 Boston Post Road:

Dating the present house (B. Melendy on 
1858 map) depends on when first local saw-
mill became operational; the Proprietors voted 
in April 1737 to encourage building of a saw-
mill upon Beaver brook to be ready to saw in 
November (Secomb, p. 38), probably the mill 
behind Old Burying Ground in Amherst Vil-
lage. This house lot was the site of the first two 
settlers in Souhegan West, whose arrival “was 
probably made in the spring of 1735” (Secomb, 
p. 36). “Samuel Walton and Samuel Lampson, 
who were the earliest inhabitants … first seat-
ed themselves about a mile from the present 
compact part of the town, on the Boston road; 
and here, it is said, was erected the first house 
in town. It was built of logs, and stood where 
the house, for many years occupied as a tavern, 
now stands.” (John Farmer’s Historical Sketch 
of Amherst, 1837, p. 7.) In 1820, when Farmer 
published the first edition of his history, 244 
BPR was one of only four inns operating in 
town; it was a tavern until 1836.  As yet, I have 
found no evidence to indicate when the log 
cabin was replaced by a frame house. (The first 
frame house here was probably a single sto-
ry and likely smaller than the present dimen-
sions.) The 1858 map says “First house built in 
Amherst” between W. Rhoad house (244 BPR) 
and B. Melendy house (232 BPR). (Emma Boyl-
ston Locke, who too often put 2 and 2 together 
and came up with 5, so-to-speak, in her 1916 
book confused things by calling 232 BPR “first 
frame house”; she probably misinterpreted 
1858 map.) The map could simply be referring 
to the log cabin of lore. The frontispiece map of 
Secomb’s History, 1883, has a label next to 244 
BPR:  “First settlement in town, about 17xx [il-
legible in my copy] by Samuel Lamson.” Again, 
noncommital about type of dwelling. In May 

1758, Samuel Lampson of S. W. sold 200 acres 
with dwelling house, barn and saw mill to one 
Samuel Gray of Rumford, housewright, for 180 
pounds sterling (Provincial N.H. deed 66:419).
232 Boston Post Road:

House (W. Rhoad[s] on 1858 map) built 1751 
or 1752 by/for Robert Read (Sr., 1720-1803) af-
ter 3 May 1751, when said Read was still of Li-
tchfield (selling 53a in Monson on south bank 
of Souhegan River by Provincial N.H. deed 
51:226); probably in 1752 because Robert Read 
of Souhegan West, yeoman, bought this land 
or land in this vicinity from Samuel Lamson 
(famed first settler who resided on farm next 
east) in July 1752 (Prov. deed 72:123). Read was 
an innholder by 1759 (N. H. Gazette of Ports-
mouth), still operating the house as a tavern 
in 1771 when licensed by new county’s court 
held at Amherst (Historical Sketch of the Hill-
sborough County Congresses …, compiled by 
Edward D. Boylston, 1884, p. 41). When Read 
sold the farm in 1772 to Joshua Atherton, new-
ly-appointed Register of Probate, its NW cor-
ner abutted Samuel Stewart’s land [house at 19 
Main Street] and, heading east, his north line 
also abutted land of Ebenezer Ellenwood Ju-
nior [house at 41 Courthouse Road] and then 
Tuck (Hillsboro’ co. deed 2:528).
41 Courthouse Road:

House (H. D. Stearns on 1858 Town map) 
built after 1744 and probably after July 1752 and 
before 1763 – let’s say c. 1750 or c. 1755 – by/
for Ebenezer Ellenwood/ Ellinwood Jr. (1719-
c.1791), bricklayer. His grandfather Ralph was 
one of the Narragansett War soldiers awarded 
land in Souhegan West, and his father, Sr., was 
one of the earliest settlers, arriving here with 
family around 1738. Junior, however, stayed 
behind in Massachusetts some years, being a 
resident of Beverly in 1744 when he was mar-
ried in Gloucester to Esther Hibbard; no chil-
dren of theirs are recorded in either Mass. 
town, so likely Junior arrived in S. W. as a new-
lywed; he did not sign 1747 petition of inhabi-
tants but did sign 1753 petition (Secomb, p. 48). 
When he bought his 60-acre lot from an out-
of-state owner, it was bounded on the west side 
by Samuel Steward’s land (whose final house 
was at 19 Main Street), on the north by his fa-
ther’s land, on the east by his brother Joseph’s 
land, and on the south by land of Capt. Robert 

Read (Hillsboro’ co. deed 2:233). Although 
that deed was executed in 1770, it was “giv-
en in lieu of a deed formerly given which is 
said to be Burnt & not recorded” but alas, 
the date for the original was not supplied. 
However, the south bound could be a clue:  
Robert Read bought his land on the Bos-
ton post road from Lamson in 1752. In Jan. 
1763, when Pa sold his vast farm abutting 
and lying south of the militia training field 
(today, “the Common”) to youngest son 
Rolandson, Ebenezer Junior already owned 
this land. 

In 1783, Ebenezer Ellenwood [Jr.] con-
veyed the “farm or homestead on which I 
now dwell,” containing 65 acres, to his son 
Ralph Ellenwood, husbandman, as a life 
lease in exchange for Ralph’s prudently car-
rying on the farm at his own cost “by sow-
ing & reaping & gathering all kinds of hay, 
corn & other produce” and delivering half 

thereof to the father, who was allowed to “still 
hold the west room & end of the house I now 
dwell in” and use the “west chamber” [bed-
room upstairs] & cellar under the house’s west 
end for the rest of his natural life (deed 9:439). 
(Life lease conveyance also included 2-acre lot 
with clay bit lying a bit easterly.) Ralph, called 
a gentleman (meaning he was considered well-
to-do) in the deed, sold in 1793, not long after 
his father’s death, and moved out of town.
24 Courthouse Road:

This house (site of N. Wheeler Jr. / Birth-
place of Hon. Charles G. Atherton on 1858 
Village map) is intriguing because of its thick 
brick walls – could they date from 1738/9 or 
1740s? They could indicate that this was orig-
inally a garrison house built for protection 
against Indian attacks. This site was part of 
the vast homestead of Ebenezer Ellenwood 
(Sr., 1697- after 1770; first wife Sarah Tuck) 
whose petition letter of May 1748 to Masonian 
Proprietors (“Masonian Papers,” Vol. 5, p. 39) 
claimed he had “purchased a whole right or 
share about 14 or 15 years ago [=c. 1734]” and 
“have for 10 or 11 years past constantly dwelt in 
Said Town [=since c. 1738] and improved Said 
Right with about 60 Acres besides.” Ebenezer 
and at least three of his sons, all residents of 
Souhegan West, were bricklayers, very useful 
to a new settlement when each house need-
ed a large cooking fireplace with integral bake 
oven. I bet the Ellenwoods made their own 
bricks from the clay pit that lay behind the 232 
& 244 BPR houses, some of the clay surely on 
Ellenwood land. Ebenezer Ellenwood’s home-
stead extended all the way north to the Village 
Common and abutted the entire length (south 
bound) of the original militia training field and 
adjacent burying ground. 

Ebenezer Sr. sold his homestead in Jan. 1763 
to his son Rolandson Ellenwood (b. 1742 in 
Souhegan West!), who sold off lots on Main 
Street and Courthouse Road, then sold the re-
mainder in 1796 and moved out of town. In 
1797, Hon. William Gordon (1763-1802), reg-
ister of probate and first postmaster, acquired 
the part of the homestead (including build-
ings) that lay east of Courthouse Road (deed 
46:436). Upon his early death, his brother-in-
law Charles H. Atherton, Esq. (1773-1853), 
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Spring Sports registration 
closes soon!

We hope you have a fun and re-
laxing vacation for those in school. 
On March 1st we will be announc-
ing some new, big programs that we 
are excited to share with you so stay 
tuned!

Youth Sports

Lacrosse
Amherst Recreation is excited to 

be teaming up with Souhegan Val-
ley Lacrosse to offer Lacrosse to 
both boys and girls in the Souhegan 
Valley Region. Our goal is to teach 
athletes the FUNdamentals of La-
crosse in both practices and games. 
If it’s not FUN, why play?
Uniforms must be purchased by 
2/21 to guarantee delivery by first 
game. 

Spring Baseball
Batter up! Babe Ruth League 

Baseball is open for players 5-15 
years old. Please see below for infor-
mation on specific groups including 
season dates.
Youth Softball

Come join girls ages 5-12 on the 
softball diamond. Please see be-
low for information on specific age 
groups, including season dates and 
late fees.

Tumbling Class
This class encompasses all as-

pects of tumbling for those who 
are working on advanced tumbling 
skills (back handsprings, tucks, and 
combination passes).
Begins March 11th 

Summer Camps

Outdoor Discovery Camp
This summer, Outdoor Discov-

er Camp is excited to offer a fun-
filled camp focused on exploring 
the great outdoors and encouraging 
an appreciation for the natural en-
vironment. Amy Hull, PMEC Coor-
dinator and her fun, creative staff is 
looking forward to making 2020 the 
most memorable summer ever!

Offering Full Summer, Weekly 
and daily options

Early Bird Discount Ends April 14th!

Baboosic Lake Summer Camp 
- Offering Full Summer, Weekly 
and Daily options
Early Bird Discount Ends April 14th!

Are you ready for a summer of 
craziness, memories and laughs. 
Each day campers will be greet-
ed by our energetic counselors and 
have the opportunity to play a vari-
ety of games, swim and make a craft 
with their friends. Special events 
are planned in conjunction with 
our weekly themes to round out 
the summer of fun. Whether it be 
building a cardboard boat, cooking 
pancakes over and open fire, weav-
ing a friendship bracelet or a camp-
er/counselor tug-o-war match, be 
prepared for goofy, super fun, days 
with high-energy activities at Ba-

boosic Lake Summer Camp!
Outdoor Discovery Mini Camp

A Mini Camper’s (ages 4 & 5) day 
is filled with creativity and curios-
ity by exploring the natural world 
through hands-on discovery. Each 
day will include nature based crafts 
and other various activities, sports, 
and water play.  
Cheer Camp

Are you ready to jump, cheer, 
dance and stunt? Have fun learning 
and improving on the fundamen-
tals of cheerleading at the Amherst 
Recreation Cheer Camp.

Adult Programs

Herbal Salve Making
Come learn how to make herb-

al salves! Salves are a simple, use-
ful, and effective way to use herbs 
in your every day life. The combi-
nation of herbs, oils, and beeswax 
creates a soothing and nourishing 
blend specific to your needs.
March 1st at 2pm

All Ages

Ukulele Lessons
Find the Ukulele Class that is 

right for you! Class options have ex-
panded and beginners and all ages 
are welcome. You will be playing in 
no time.
Black Bear and Bobcat Pre-
sentation

Join us for an exciting free two 
part lecture series on Black Bears & 
Bobcats presented by New Hamp-
shire Fish & Game expertise, Don 
Allen. 

Amherst Recreation Programs and Events

Continued on page 5  u

AMHERST RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT
4 Cross Rd, Amherst, NH 03031
603 673-6248

Peabody Mill Environmental Center
66 Brook Road
603 673-1141

www.amherstrec.org
Like us on Facebook

Continued on page 5  u

Amherst Garden Club Charitable Fund Seeks 
Applications for Grants

AMHERST - The Amherst gar-
den Club Charitable Fund wel-
comes qualified applicants for the 
2019-2020 year. Proceeds from our 
fund raising activities as well as me-
morial gifts are added to our fund 
each year and then awarded to local 
community projects that are con-
sistent with our mission.

Our mission is to provide edu-
cation, resources and networking 
opportunities for our members to 
promote the love of gardening, civic 
landscaping and environmental re-
sponsibility.

Recent grants have been awarded 
to the Women’s State Prison Gar-
dening Program, Joshua’s Park and 
Community Gardens, The Amherst 
Town Library Gardens and the Am-
herst Garden Club Garden House 
Project and The Souhegan Valley 
Boys and Girls Club Edible Garden 
Project.

Information and applications can 
be found on our website: www.am-
herstgardenclub.org. Questions can 
be directed to Sheila_steele@com-
cast.net. Grants are awarded on a 
rolling basis and reviewed when ap-
plications are received.

The Amherst 3rd and 4th Grade Girls Team won the Championship 
in the Souhegan Valley Basketball League Sunday, February 16th.

Amherst Garden Club Annual 
Scholarship

Town of Amherst, NH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN & 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to New Hampshire RSA 36-A:5, The Amherst Board of Selectmen and the Amherst 
Conservation Commission hereby announce to the citizens of Amherst the convening of a Public 
Hearing to take input on the acquisition of property by the Town. All interested citizens are 
invited to participate.

Map & Lot: 02/098/033
Owner of Record: M.E. Young, Inc.

Barbara Landry Meeting Room, Town Hall – 2 Main Street

Monday, March 9, 2020 - 6:30 PM
And

Monday, March 23, 2020 – 6:30 PM 

Public Hearing is an agenda item of the Board of Selectmen meeting held on the same date. 

Dr. Joseph Raczek 
Dr. Sarah Radny 

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
M E D I C A L   E Y E   C A R E

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses

• Most Insurance Accepted 
Book your appointment at www.drraczek.com

The Amherst Garden Club is once 
again offering scholarships to quali-
fied applicants this spring.  Scholar-
ship money totaling $4,000 is avail-
able to Amherst or Mont Vernon 
residents who will be attending an 
institute of higher learning to study 
horticulture, botany, plant science, 
landscape design, sustainability, or 
environmental science as it relates 
to horticulture. The garden club be-
lieves that supporting the education 
of students who have an interest in a 
field closely allied in some way with 
horticulture can have a positive im-
pact on the world we live in.

Applications are available on 
the Amherst Garden Club web 

site, www.amherstgardenclub.org.     
There are two application forms 
available, one for high school se-
niors and one for high school grad-
uates who are presently college age 
or older.

Souhegan High School students 
need to return their applications 
to the high school student services 
office.   All other applicants should 
mail their applications to Nan-
cy Head, Scholarship Committee, 
Amherst Garden Club, PO Box 694, 
Amherst, NH 03031.   The dead-
line for all applications is March 15. 
2020.

House at 232 Boston Post Road, built c. 1751 as tavern.

AJWC Funds Available for Area Non-Profits
The Amherst Junior Women’s 

Club invites non-profit organiza-
tions in need of charitable contri-
butions to apply for a donation. 
Throughout the year, the AJWC 
raises money and then disburses 
those funds within the community. 
Request must follow these 
guidelines:
• Requesting organization must 

be affiliated with a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit. 

• Organization does not need have 
an Amherst address but must 
service the local community.

• Request must be submitted by 
March 31, 2020, in writing or by 
e-mail.

Request must contain the  
following information:
• Name of organization, mailing 

address, e-mail address, website 
(if available), telephone number, 
contact name.

• Dollar amount requested.
• How would donated funds be 

used?
• How does requesting organiza-

tion currently benefit Amherst 
and greater community?

• How does organization’s  

objective correspond to the  
mission of the AJWC? AJWC 
mission is explained below.

• When was organization   
established? Provide short  
history of organization.

• How does organization fund 
itself, ie. federal/state/local 
grants?

• What is organization’s annual 
budget? Include any expected 
shortfalls.

The AJWC is an organization of 
women who volunteer their time, 
energy and talent to enhance the 
community. The club’s mission is 
to focus efforts on civic needs, ed-
ucational advancement and the less 
fortunate.

All requesting organizations will 
be notified when applications are 
received. Once approved, funds will 
be distributed no later than June 15, 
2020. Only chosen recipients will be 
notified of disbursements.

Questions may be e-mailed to 
Stacey Morison at cip.ajwc@gmail.
com. Please reference “CIP Re-
quest” in subject line. 

For more information, please vis-
it our website at: ajwcnh.org. Our 
mailing address is: AJWC, CIP Re-
quest, P.O. Box 513, Amherst, NH 
03031.


