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The three winners of the 5th An-
nual Amherst Lions Club Fire & Ice 
Chili Cook-off agree on two things: 
the thoughtful mix of ingredients 
makes for a complex flavor that peo-
ple want to come back for more and 
the recipe should have a core ele-
ment that is continuously modified 
for better flavor and texture.  “Chili 
is very much an American staple; I 
can remember making it with my 
Mom,” said Dave Mielke, co-owner 
of Smokehaus Barbeque, “And our 
chili evolved into something more 
to my taste and the core component 
of the barbeque business.”

As voted by attendees, Smoke-
haus was named Best Restaurant 
chili, while the Merrimack Lions 
Club received the Best Lions Club 
chili title and two sisters, Audrey 
and Abigail Harbold, won best indi-
vidual chili at the Feb. 7 event.

The Harbold recipe included not 
only beans, beef and turkey; but 
cumin, turmeric and a touch of 
dark chocolate among its ingredi-
ents. “Hot lemon pepper brings out 
the ingredients profile,” added Tan-
ja Owen, aunt to the Harbolds and 
who watched over the making of the 
chili. 

The Merrimack Lions chili’s fla-
vor, made by Adam Jump, is a com-
bination of locally grown spices and 
herbs; slow cooking; and a 35-year-
old recipe from the former Mi-
chele’s Diner with an added modern 
flair. “Five hours of slow cooking 
beef cheeks,” said Jump, “produces a 
dark, heavy broth that is perfect for 
chili.” And when you know the ori-
gin of the ingredients -- in this rec-
ipe, it’s Milford’s Burnscroft Farm 
herbs and spices -- you are confi-
dent of quality, said Jump. 

Mielke wanted the “Smokehaus 
Brisket Chili” to be a fully smoked 
chili, so the restaurant chili recipe 

took 30 hours to smoke the pork, 
chili beans and beef, along with 
smoked spices paprika and chipot-
le pepper. 

All agreed that a bit of showman-
ship helped gain votes. “We had to 
persuade people we actually made 
it,” said Audrey who is the younger 
of the 10- and 8-year-old  sister duo, 
“But it (the event) was a lot of fun, so 
I forgot about winning.” She said the 
first person to try “The Hot Chili” 
thought it was so good he started 
telling others about it. She added 
that they plan to make next year’s 
entry not only better, but they’ll add 
a bit of fun into the presentation. 

Jump said that adding a bit a color 
to the serving -- a bit of freshly cut 
scallion with melted cheese -- drew 
attendees’ attention to the Merri-
mack Lions’ “Roaring Chili.” 

Success, said Mielke, is family 
participation in food preparation 
and presentation. “My son Brennon, 
who is 10, is very interested in what 
I do. So after school, he joined me 
because he wanted to help out.” 

All four intend to defend their ti-
tles at next year’s Fire & Ice, set for 
Feb. 5, 2021. This year featured 17 
entries, including five area Lions 
Clubs and two restaurants. Attend-
ees were treated to entertainment 
by the Amherst Middle School 
Jazz Band and ukulele and the-
ater groups; Souhegan High School 
FIRST Robotics; and balloon sculp-
ture by Krickey the Clown. Free eye 
screenings resulted in two signif-
icant findings. The Lions use the 
fund-raiser to help local charities 
including sight and hearing pro-
grams as well as needs-based schol-
arships. 

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library 
MARCH 2020

SPECIAL AUTHOR-IN-RESIDENCE 
program here at the library!
TUESDAY, MARCH 10 at 3:30pm 

Local children’s book author, Vivian Kirkfield will 
present a hands-on young writers program here at the 
library for kids ages 7 to 10. She’ll be talking up close 
and personal to kids about the writing process and will 
guide them through some super-fun writing activities. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to get to know Vivian 
in a small group setting before she visits the Wilkins 
school in May!

 Kids ages 7-10. Please register on-line.
“FROG AND TOAD” SPECIAL AMATO CENTER 
YOUTH PERFORMANCE here at the library!
TUESDAY,  MARCH 24 at 3:30pm

Come to the library for a sneak-preview of the up-
coming Youth Performance of “Frog and Toad”, based 
on the books by Arnold Lobel.  The young actors will 
perform scenes from the play, with a question-and-an-
swer session following.  Don’t miss this chance to sup-
port our young performers, and to have a great time 
seeing a live performance!

 Kids ages 4 and up. Please register on-line.
Our THIRD ANNUAL PEEPS DIORAMA SHOW 
takes place here at the library during March and April.  
Dioramas should arrive at the library between March 
23 and March 30th.  After the 
30th, the public is welcome to 
come, see, and vote for their 
favorites.  Our PEEPS PAR-
TY celebration will be held on 
Wednesday, April 8 at 3:30pm. 
Get your creative ideas flowing, 
and get started on your PEEPS 
DIORAMA today!  More infor-
mation and registration materi-
als available at the library.

All ages (child to adult!) wel-
come to participate.  Register 
your diorama when you bring it 
to the library.
Storytimes

All of our traditional Story-
times are drop in--we love to see 
you whenever you are able to at-
tend. 

Storytimes in March will be 
held at the following times:

Family Storytimes (ages 3-6, 
younger sibs welcome)—Tues-
days, Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and 
Wednesdays, Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25 
and April 1 at 10:00am.

S.T.E.A.M. Storytime (grades k-3) 
---Wednesdays, Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25 at 

3:30pm.
Little Listeners—(newborn to 

3) Thursdays, Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26 
and Fridays, Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27 at 
10:30am.

No registration required. 
Book Clubs

We have book clubs for all ages— 
If you’re interested, please contact 

Miss Sarah (shydorn@amherstli-
brary.org or 673-2288)

Families Read Together (for kids 
in grades 3 and 4 and their parents) 

meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30pm.  On Mar. 11, club mem-

bers will discuss Wild Wings by Gil Lewis. 
The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club (for 5th 

and 6th graders) gets together on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 6:30 to talk about the newest fiction ti-
tles that we’ve all been reading—then Miss Sarah pass-
es these opinions on to the Great Stone Face Commit-
tee at the state level.  We’re an opinionated group that 
loves to read---and loves to talk about what we’re read-
ing! This month’s meeting is on Mar. 4.

Hop Into Reading---with Julia, and Buttercream the 
Rabbit

Monday, March 16 from 3:45 to 4:45
Come and spend some quality reading time with 

Buttercream and Julia.  Julia is a middle-school student 
who brings her rabbit in to share reading time with the 
kids---give the Children’s Room a call to set up a read-
ing appointment for the first Monday in April!

Paws for Reading 
Friday, Mar. 20 from 3:30-4:30
Does your child struggle with reading, or hesitate 

to read aloud? Bring him or her to the library, and let 
Brook help.  Brook and Monica (her person) are mem-
bers of Therapy Dogs International, and are trained to 
work as “tail-waggin’” tutors with children.  They’ll lis-
ten to your child read, and increase their reading con-
fidence and fluency.  To make an appointment, please 

call the Children’s Room at 673-
2288.
DROP-IN STEM TIME on 
FRIDAYS:
Track Time!

Friday, Mar. 6 from 3:00-4:30
Build It!

Friday Mar. 20 from 3:00 – 
4:30: Put down the tablet and 
play with some real toys! Build 
the “construction project” of 
your dreams with our collection 
of legos, blocks, marble runs, 
etc. 

Ages 4 and up.  No registra-
tion required.
Tech-Time for Kids

Friday, Mar. 27 from 3:00-4:30
Come and explore our collec-

tion of S.T.E.M.-based activity 
kits: Snap-Circuits, Citiblocks, 
Ozmobots, and more… we make 
them available, you enjoy an op-
portunity for make-your-own 
fun!

Ages 7 and up.  No registra-
tion required.
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u The Oldest Houses in Amherst     Continued from page 4

destined to become the richest man 
of Amherst in his time, bought the 
place (deed 52:248). There was more 
than one house on Ellenwood’s 
homestead and later more than one 
house on Atherton’s. It’s unclear 
whether Gordon or Atherton built 
a new house, the one that burned in 
1865. In any case, in 1891 a house on 
this farm burned “to the ground.” 
19 Main Street: 

House (Dr. Spaulding on 1858 
map) – northern half of main part 
– built “1757” by/for Robert and/
or Samuel Stewart/Stuard and the 
southern addition built “1787” by/
for Samuel Dana, those dates be-
ing chosen by a 20th c. homeowner. 
What makes it so difficult to narrow 
down probable construction date 
is that Robert Stewart and his son 
Samuel Stewart both owned many 
big lots in town but I can’t figure out 
WHEN one of them acquired THIS 
land (due to vague deed descrip-
tions – and perhaps even an unre-
corded deed). A lot in appropriate 
position west of militia training 
field is marked “Stuart” on a Propri-
etors map – it may have been drawn 
c. 1748 but was annotated with 
name labels years later (for exam-
ple, Hogg was added to Lot 46 af-
ter June 1757 judging by Provincial 
N.H. deed 72:429). Samuel Stewart 
(Sr., d. 1776 aged 60) was already a 
resident of Souhegan West in Jan. 
“1747” [1748], when he was married 
at Salem, Mass. to Sarah Tarbell; 
their 4 children were born at S. W. 
between Sep. 1749 and Dec 1759. In 
1751, Sam Stewart bought 60 acres 
“with buildings” (First Div. Lot 83 
which on its east line abutted land 
of his father, Prov. deed 82:214) from 
his father-in-law, Cornelius Tarbell, 
who was active in the earliest meet-
ings of the Proprietors of Souhegan 
West. Sam’s father, Robert Stew-
art had started buying land in S. 
W. in 1736 and in 1739 bought lot 
94 when he was “of Andover” (Prov. 
deeds 82:205, 207), but by Oct. 1749 
Robert too was a resident of S. W. 
(Hillsboro’ co. deed 1:135). Howev-
er, side-by-side Lots 83 & 94 lie too 
far north to be THIS land. In Jan. 
1763 abutter deed (Hillsboro’ co. 
2:285), the SW corner of the train-
ing field was identified as “ a corner 
bound to Robert Steward’s farm.” In 
1766, Samuel Stewart owned this 
land (per Prov. deed 88:418 of abut-
ter). When did Sam move from Lot 
83 to this land? Did Sam & family 
live with his parents? Was it Sam 
or Robert – or both together – who 
built the house? 

This homestead passed to Sam’s 
son, Sam Jr. (b. 1756, m. 1778 Lyd-
ia Ellenwood), although Jr.’s wid-
owed mother Sarah (died 1809) was 
entitled, by her dower right, to live 
for the rest of her life in “one half 
of the dwelling house said wid-
ow now lives in, viz. the east end 
of said house with the cellar un-
der said end,” and the privilege to 
use the yard in front of the house, 
the well, “as also one third part of 

the barn viz. 21 feet in length of the 
westerly end” (specified by Probate 
Court in 1777).  It was Samuel Dana 
(1739-1798), a lawyer, who trans-
formed the house into a hip-roofed 
mansion house after buying 60-acre 
“homestead farm with buildings” of 
Sam Stewart [Jr.] in 1782 (Hillsboro’ 
co. deed 9:17).
4 Mack Hill Road:

House built 1741 – if and only if 
it was original house of Rev. Daniel 
Wilkins (1710-1784), moved across 
street in mid-19th century. Rev. 
Wilkins was ordained in Sep. 1741 
as first pastor of the Congregation-
al Church, his salary being negotiat-
ed and paid by the Proprietors and 
subsequently by all the taxpayers. 
He was given land, evidently as per-
sonally-owned property, including 
the entire east side of lower Mack 
Hill Road (60a to which he added 
and subtracted, so that by 1771 his 
homestead comprised 100a). His 
house stood on or near present 5 
Mack Hill Road lot. From 1771 on, 
Rev. & Madam Wilkins inhabited 
only the southern half the house, 
selling the other half to a succes-
sion of their sons. For 13 months 
in 1772/3, John Wilkins (baptized 
1740), who was said to have been 
the first storekeeper in town (Sec-
omb, p. 831), owned the northerly 
half of the house “containing three 
rooms on the ground & three up-
right chambers [bedrooms up-
stairs]” and built a kitchen onto 
the east side of the north part of 
the house with a new pump & well, 
but in his sale deed to a stranger, a 
storekeeper, John considerately re-
served “the other half of said well & 
pump for my Honoured Father the 
Rev. Daniel Wilkins with the privi-
lege of his going to & from & using 
them” (deeds 1:300 and 1:466). 

After the pastor’s death, Dr. Na-
thaniel Henchman (V, 1762-1800), 
physician from Lynn, bought the 
house, each half by separate deed, 
in 1784 (the northerly half of house 
with 20 acres by deed 12:311). Se-

comb mentions (p. 127) that the 
house built by Rev. Wilkins was 
“long known after his death as the 
Henchman house.”  The story of the 
house’s move comes from Emma 
B. Locke in Colonial Amherst, 
1916 (that fount of lore, some accu-
rate and some flat-out wrong): “On 
the east side of the street was the 
George house, and when the new 
house was to be built, the old one 
was moved across the street where 
it still stands. It is known by some as 
the Henchman house [and] was the 
Rev. Daniel Wilkins house.” 

If the house was indeed moved, its 
first occupants thereafter were Jo-
seph C. West (d. 1859), a laborer, & 
family. West had bought a small lot 
on the west side of lower Mack Hill 
Road in Dec. 1852 (deed 277:116), 
but curiously, the valuation of his 
building(s) was only $100 in tax 
invoices already in April 1851 and 
through 1858 at least, by which time 
he owned 3.5 acres. (Some confu-
sion resulted when the Milford Cab-
inet reported 25 Dec. 1919 that Ed-
ward West’s home was “burned flat” 
and that it “was the old Henchman 
house, one of the landmarks of the 
town.” Was that a different house? 
The one still standing sure looks 
and feels real old!)

Two nearby houses that were 
built after Amherst was incorpo-
rated in 1760 are:  18 Jones Road 
(L. Jones on 1858 map) built by 
Ephraim Hildreth as tavern on 60a 
lot he bought from Rev. Wilkins 
in 1760. And cape at 15 Mack Hill 
Road (L. Chickering on map), built 
c. 1770 on land split off from Rev. 
Wilkins’ homestead.
Acknowledgment

I am indebted to Jackie Marshall 
for the genealogy of Ellenwood/El-
linwood family. (Secomb does not 
connect sons with fathers and is 
missing Ebenezer Sr. altogether.)

Katrina Holman welcomes comments 
to  HistoricAmherstNH @juno.com

u Amherst Recreation   continued from page 4

Full Moon Hike
Come join us for a full moon hike 

led by a educator at PMEC!
Have you ever hiked in the woods 

at night without a flashlight? You 
will be amazed how well you can 
see in the full moonlight without 
one. Afterwards there will be hot 
cider, as well as stories to share.
When: March 7th, 5:30pm 

Preschool Programs

Spring Peepers
PMEC is excited to offer a unique 

experience geared towards children 

ages 3-5years old. We’ve taken our 
popular summer camp program 
and added a springtime twist. This 
six week, half day program will con-
centrate on outdoor adventures, na-
ture based crafts, environmental 
education and creative play. Chil-
dren will take part in various ac-
tivities geared around a new theme 
each week! 
Start Smart Softball/Baseball

Start Smart Baseball is a devel-
opmentally appropriate introduc-
tory baseball program for children 
3-5 years old. The program pre-
pares children for organized tee 

ball, baseball and softball in a fun 
non-threatening environment.

In the Community

2020 Chapman Baseball Clinic
We are inviting up to 75 youth 

baseball players, ages 5-12, to join us 
for an instructional baseball camp!

This camp will strengthen play-
ers’ fundamental skills in all fac-
ets of their game.  Players will be 
coached by Bedford High School 
Coaches and Players in a station- 
based camp that focuses on im-
proving the basic fundamentals of 
the game. 

“Make your own mask” activity at the library’s 
Mardi-Gras Storytime....

Amherst Town Library 

Beneficial Electrification: How Solar is Beating Fossil 
Fuels, Thursday, April 2 at 7:00pm

AMHERST – Have you ever won-
dered how you can transition into 
a clean energy future? Join ReVi-
sion Energy co-founder Phil Coupe 
at the Amherst Town Library on 
Thursday, April 2 at 7:00 PM for a 
presentation and discussion. 

Modern solar technology is now 
cost-competitive with electricity 
from the utility company, making 
it possible save money and reduce 
carbon pollution by switching to so-
lar + heat pumps + battery storage 
+ electric vehicle charging. Since 
2010, the cost of solar panels has 
dropped more than 75% and com-
plementary technologies like ze-
ro-emission heat pumps and elec-
tric cars are cheaper to fuel with 
sunshine than with fossil fuels. 
‘Beneficial electrification’ means 
switching from the combustion 
of fossil fuels to clean appliances 
(electric cars, heat pumps, batter-
ies) that can be powered with elec-
tricity generated by solar and wind 
power. Learn why ReVision Energy 
has installed more than 9,000 clean 
energy systems in northern New 
England, and how you can join the 
transition to a low carbon future.

Presenter Phil Coupe is a 
co-founder and managing direc-
tor of ReVision Energy, an employ-
ee-owned solar company and cer-
tified B Corp that was named the 
2019 Clean Energy Company of the 
Year by the Northeast Clean Energy 
Council. Prior to co-founding ReVi-
sion, he served as Vice President & 
Director of Corporate Philanthropy 
at a startup company in Washing-
ton, D.C. that received numerous 
awards for its socially responsible 
business initiatives to serve disad-
vantaged children and support or-
ganizations working on the front 
lines of society’s problems. An ac-
tive member of the local commu-
nity, he serves as Chair of Maine 
Audubon’s corporate partner pro-
gram, on the boards of the Con-
servation Law Foundation, Envi-
ronmental & Energy Technology 
Council of Maine (E2Tech) and 
Envision Maine, and is a long time 
mentor in the Big Brother/Big Sister 
program.

All adult programs offered at the 
Amherst Town Library are free and 
open to the public. However, regis-
tration is REQUIRED for each pro-

gram due to space limitations. You 
can register for these events listed 
above by calling 673-2288 or by vis-
iting the website at www.amherstli-
brary.org  and selecting the “Com-
munity Services” tab, then click on 
drop down “Sign-Up for Programs.”  

41 Courthouse Road

Phil Coupe

Amherst Lions Club Fire & Ice Results

(L TO R): Merrimack Lions Club Member Adam Jump, 
Audrey and Abigail Harbold.   
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