
Amherst Celebrates Fifty Years
Events for Wednesday, July 3, 2019 at SHS

Events for Thursday, July 4, Amherst Village

The Amherst Fourth of July Cel-
ebration will begin on July 3 at 
Souhegan High School with an 
Amherst Town Band concert, 
fireworks, food, and a variety of 
events—some old and some new!  
Co-Chairs Kim Ayers and Leslie 
Bennett have worked hard to make 
this a great start to the Fourth Cele-
bration.  The fireworks will be set off 
from the back baseball field as usual 
but the stadium will be unavailable 
for seating and events due to the ar-
tificial turf. 

Rain Date:  The rain date for the 
fireworks will be Saturday, July 6.  
Information about a rain postpone-
ment will be on WMUR.

Handicap Parking:  Handicap 
parking will be available in the lot 
by the high school annex.  The road 
to the annex parking lot will be 
closed to the general public.

Bathrooms:  The bathrooms near 
the stadium entrance will be avail-
able to the public along with two 
Porta Potties.

RE/MAX Tethered Hot Air Bal-
loon Rides:  The RE/MAX balloon 
will return to provide rides from 
6:00 to 8:00 or until the gas runs 
out!  Children must be accompanied 
by an adult and an adult will need 
to sign a release form for everyone 
under 18 years of age.  Proceeds will 
be divided between SHARE and the 
Fourth of July Committee.  Suggest-
ed donations are $5.00 for those 17 
and under, $10 for those 18 years old 
and up, and $25.00 for a family of 
five or fewer.  Hopefully the weath-
er will cooperate so that neither 
rain nor wind will keep the balloon 
from flying.  If the balloon is tempo-
rarily grounded, those standing in 
line will be given preference should 
conditions change and the balloon 
rides are resumed.

Fun Family Games: The Am-
herst Recreation Department will 
host free games for families includ-
ing cornhole beginning at 5:30

Roaming Railroad:  The Roam-
ing Railroad will be giving rides in 
the Annex parking lot for  $1.00 a 
person from 6:00 to 8:30 PM.  The 
Fourth of July Committee under-
writes this event so that more young 
spectators can enjoy the rides.

Face Painting:  Krickey the 
Clown will be back with her friend, 
Katie Leishman!  They will paint as 
many faces as they can from 6:00 
to 8:00 PM. Be advised that the 
line will close at 7:45.  You will find 
Krickey and Katie near the drinks 
on the walkway from the Visitors 
Parking to the high school front 
door.

Juggler:  Bryson Lang will be 
performing to the right of the high 
school main door at 6:45 PM. He 
has been a favorite performer for 

children and adults at the library 
and on the Fourth. 

MUSIC – New this year citizens 
will be wowed by jazz musician Em-
erald the Singer with her five piece 
band beginning at 7:00 pm.

Band Concert:  The Amherst 
Town Band will once again be giv-
ing a concert for the enjoyment of 
the spectators!  Their lively, patri-
otic tunes music will begin at 8:15 
p.m. and last until the start of the 
fireworks.  Lisa Hansen is the Di-
rector of this talented group of local 
musicians.

Food:  New this year, “Grazing 
Gormet” food truck proprietor Tim  
Ganos will be grilling pizza with the 
4th of July Committee. For those 
who prefer hamburgers and hot 
dogs, the Amherst Fire Department 
members will be happy to oblige!  
The Fourth of July Committee will 
be selling drinks, Jake’s ice cream 
and slush to help support the cost of 
the celebration.  Plan to bring your 
chairs, enjoy the performers, and 
have a picnic while you wait for the 
fireworks!

Glo-Necklaces:  Everyone needs 
a glo-necklace on the Fourth of July!  
The committee will be selling them 
at the Information Booth for $1.00.

Commemorative Pins:  These 
very special pins are about four by 
four inches.  Drawn by Amherst’s 
own third grade artists, they will be 
available for purchase at the Infor-
mation Booth.

Fireworks:  When darkness falls, 
Mark True and his volunteers will 
be putting on a fireworks show to 
delight spectators.  Mark has re-
quested that there be no drones fly-
ing at this time for safety reasons.   
The fireworks are being sponsored 
once again by the generous support 
of Granite State Credit Union. 

Many thanks to our major spon-
sors, Granite State Credit Union 
and Rymes Propane and Oils, Inc.,  
to our donors, HMP Insurance,  At-
las Pyrovision, and REMAX, and 
to all the spectators who help to 
support the July 3 events by buy-
ing food, drink, glo-necklaces, and 
stickers sold by the Fourth of July 
Committee. 

The second half of the 
Fourth of July Celebration 
will take place on Wednes-
day, July 4, in Amherst Vil-
lage.  This is the time for the 
big parade and the fun on the 
village green!  Gretchen Pyl-
es, Village Green Chair, and 
Jennifer Eccleston, Parade 
Chair, are gearing up to 
make sure that ev-
erything is in order!

Rain Date:  The pa-
rade will only be can-
celled in case of thunder 
and lightning.  Any village green 
cancellation will be on WMUR.  
There is no rain date.

Handicap Parking:  Rolf Big-
gers has once again very generous-
ly offered the BMA Architectur-
al Group parking lot at 12 Middle 
Street for handicap parking.  There 
is handicap seating on the adjacent 
lawn facing the reviewing stand on 
Main Street.

Information:  The volunteers at 
the committee’s Information Tent 
on the main walkway of the village 
green will answer questions you 
might have.

Bathrooms:  Bathroom facilities 
are available in the Amherst Town 
Hall, the Congregational Church, 
and the Brick School.  Access to 
handicap bathrooms is through the 
back door of the church.  Inside the 
entrance there is an elevator to the 
right that will go to the lower floor 
where the bathrooms are located.

The Parade:  The Parade will step 
off from Wilkins School at 10:00 
o’clock.  The Bicycle Parade and 
Puppies on Parade will start from 
Knight’s Field at the same time.  
Katherine Lockwood, a Fourth of 
July veteran, will be announcing 
parade events this year!

Parade Route:  The parade route 
will start at Wilkins School, pro-
ceed up Boston Post Road, turn 
right on Foundry Street, left on Da-
vis Lane, left on Main Street, and 
end at the town hall.  Parade vehi-
cles other than the classic cars and 
floats on display will turn right im-
mediately after the Amherst Town 
Hall and exit by way of Manchester 
Road.  Classic cars and floats that 
are going to be on display will con-
tinue around the village green to 
designated parking areas.

Lions Club Children’s Bicycle 
Parade:  It’s time for the crepe pa-
per!  The Bicycle Parade will start 
at Knight’s Field which is located at 
the beginning of Main Street, two 
houses away from the town library.  

The bicycles will set off at 10:00 
a.m. and travel down Main Street 
to the Amherst Town Hall.  Judg-

ing will take place at 9:45.  
There are three cat-
egories according to 
age and one gener-
al category of “car-
riages”; all will have 
first, second, and 
third place ribbons 
for winners based 
on creativity, origi-
nality and effort.  By 

law all bicycle riders 
must be wearing helmets.

Fire Engines: The main parade 
will be led by the Police and Fire 
Departments.

Citizens of the Year: Following 
the fire engines will be the Citizens 
of the Year riding in cars.

Dignitaries:  Each year our state 
leaders are invited to march as New 
Hampshire dignitaries. State and 
local dignitaries including state 
representatives, and executive 
councilors, town administrators, 
school representatives and the Am-
herst selectmen will be marching.  
This year a number of presidential 
candidates are expected to partici-
pate but most likely will be march-
ing with their campaign groups in 
the political section of the parade.

Classic Cars:  Classic cars will 
assemble from 8:15 to 9:30 am on 
New Boston Road opposite the 
Wilkins School.  Period dress and 
U.S. flags are encouraged.  The 
award categories will be Best 
Overall, Best Pre-WWII Car, Best 
Pre-1968 Car, Best Performance 
Car, Most Unusual, Exotic, or In-
teresting Car.  At the end of the 
parade, the cars will be parked on 
the church side of the village green 
for the public to enjoy.

Bands, Special Events and 
Marchers:  Bands will include 
The New Hampshire Police As-
sociation Pipes and Drums, the 
Campbell Highlanders, the Am-
herst Town Band, and the Foun-
tain Square Ramblers.  The Hud-
son Post Band, a regular in the 
Amherst parade since the parade 

began, will be playing on the village 
green before and during the parade.  
The parade will also include Mini-
Kars, the First New Hampshire 
Regiment, Uncle Sam, Clowns, Fly-
ing Gravity Circus, Sons of the Civil 
War Auxilliary and much more!  

Floats:  Organizations with 
floats this year include the Amherst 
Democrats, Amherst Republicans, 
the Lions Club, The Amherst His-
torical Society and the Amherst 
Garden Club.  It is the local partici-
pation that puts an Amherst stamp 
on the parade and makes it unique!  
Floats may choose to be on display 
at the Civil War Monument after 
the parade.
The Village Green:  Activities 
in the center of town will be 
varied:

Historical Museums:  Visit the 
Amherst Historical Museum on 
Middle Street behind the Brick 
School to enjoy some of Amherst’s 
best memorabilia.  

Children’s Activities:  There will 
be farm animals, including sheep, 
goats and possibly a pot-bellied 
pig at the Middle Street end of the 
village green. Roaming the green 
will be the Pocket Ladies, who will 
be giving out small gifts to chil-
dren as they have done for over ten 
years now.  Krickey the Clown and 
her clown friends will be making 
balloon animals.  Back by popular 
demand will be the Village Bible 
Church’s pitching cage.  SHS FIRST 
Robotics will be back with their ro-
bots and the PTA will have a photo 
booth.

Art Show and Old Time Craft 
Demonstrations: Stroll down Art-
ists’ Alley along the church side 
of the village green and enjoy the 
amazing local fine art talent.  There 
will also be old fashioned crafters 
on the green including Vinny An-
fuso, blacksmith; Peter de Bruyn 
Kops, beekeeper; and R.P. Hale, 
who will have a custom designed 
block print for the occasion. There 
will also be spinning and weaving 
demonstrations and wooden toy 
making.

Organization Booths:  Local 
organizations are giving out infor-
mation and items. The Amherst 
Conservation Commission, the 
Souhegan Valley Rides, the Am-
herst PTA,the Amherst Demo-
crats, the Amherst Republicans, the 
Granite State Taxpayers, the Con-
gregational Church of Amherst, 
the Village Bible Church, the Am-
herst chapter of P.E.O., the Am-
herst Community Foundation, and 
AAUW will be giving out informa-
tion. Stop by their booths and learn 
more about the organizations that 
involve Amherst citizens!  Messi-
ah Lutheran Church will be back 
with cotton candy, and the Souhe-
gan Valley Quilters Guild will raffle 
off mini quilts.  For sale will be sun-
catchers by the Nipmugs; notecards 
by the Villagers; books, DVDs and 
CDs by the Friends of the Library; 
apparel and books by the Historical 
Society; cook books, glassware and 
trinkets by the Capt. Josiah Cros-
by Chapter of DAR; dog biscuits by 
Girl Scout Troop 11607, and raffle 
tickets by the AAUW as well as the 
Lion’s Club.  

Food and Drink:  The July Fourth 
Committee will be selling ham-
burgers, hot dogs, pizza, slush, and 
drinks. The AAUW will be selling 
cold soups including gluten free op-

tions, the Amherst Democrats will 
be selling root beer, and the Lions 
Club will be selling popcorn.  Once 
again, the Amherst Junior Women’s 
Club will be giving out refreshing 
watermelon.

Reviewing Stand Ceremony: 
National, state, and local dignitar-
ies will be introduced, and the Am-
herst Lions Club President, Danielle 
Pray, will announce the Citizen of 
the Year. 

Support:  Many thanks go to the 
town and schools, recreation and 
public works departments that do 
so much to make the July 4 cele-
bration a success; to the Congre-
gational Church, Brick School, and 
Town Hall for the use of their facili-
ties; to Rolf Biggers for the use of his 
parking area for handicapped park-
ing; to Cliff Ann and Jim Wales for 
their full coverage of the events; to 
the animal owners and craftspeople 
who give up their day to add to the 
celebration; and to the many, many 
volunteers who man booths, march 
in the parade, make floats, or help 
with the events.  So many Amherst 
people make this a community 
event to celebrate!

Financial Help:  The Fourth of 
July Committee has raised as much 
as half the cost of the July 4th Cel-
ebration through committee fund-
raisers and the generous support of 
the main sponsors, Granite State 
Credit Union and Rymes Propane 
and Oil.  Also appreciated is the 
support received from RE/MAX, 
Atlas Pyrovision, HPM Insurance, 
Jake’s Ice Cream, Sal’s Pizza, and 
Walmart.

July Fourth Committee:  The 
July Fourth Committee is made 
up of a group of community mind-
ed people who give their time and 
energy to contribute to the town.  
Members include the Four for the 
Fourth Team who are leading the 
celebration, Co-Chairs Leslie Ben-
nett, Kimberly Ayers, Gretchen Pyl-
es, and Jennifer Eccleston.  They are 
supported by Katherine Lockwood, 
Betty Shankel, Diane DeSimone, 
Jim Janson, Tom Darnall, Deb Po-
latchek, Beth and Mike Powers, Pe-
ter Moran, , Christine Grayson, Ju-
lie and Holger Hinse, Jeff Odhner, 
George Coddington, John Leary, 
Nancy Head, Tammy Rafferty, Pe-
ter Giannakopoulos, Mary Epstein, 
Jennifer Lawrence, and Terri Behm. 

 


