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Reconstruction of 23 Miles of Road 
at a Cost of $15 Million
To the editor:

This is a response to Tedd Landon’s letter to the editor in the February 
23rd Citizen regarding the road bond.

In the summer of 2008 (and updated in 2009) two UNH engineering 
students were hired to observe and then record the condition of all 122 
miles of our roads (i.e., patterns of cracks and other signs of deterioration).  
The data collected was entered into the Road Surface Management Plan 
(RSMP) program and all sections of each road were given a status.  Almost 
23 miles of 106 sections of 54 of our roads were considered in need of re-
construction either by reclaiming or rebuilding.  The remaining sections 
were assigned a maintenance need such as crack seal or overlay.  

In January 2008 the selectmen appointed a Road Funding Analysis Com-
mittee (RFAC).  Their research showed that the 23 miles of road in need of 
reconstruction could be addressed at a cost of $15 million.  The selectmen 
have chosen to write a 2010 warrant article for a $15 million bonding au-
thority with a $4 million limit in any year.  

Final determination of exactly what needs to be done to each section of 
bad road is pending engineering studies, such as core samples of the road 
(up to four feet deep), and other on-site observations and tests.  A detailed 
plan cannot be developed until that work is done.  But engineering is ex-
pensive.

The RFAC felt strongly that engineering work should be deferred until 
the bond passes, and that it would be irresponsible to spend taxpayer dol-
lars before that.  The cost of the engineering (about $15,000 per mile of 
road) is included in the $15 million, as are the permit fees and supervision 
costs.

If the bond passes in March, an engineer will be hired.  The engineer-
ing work will be done in stages, starting with several groups of roads to be 
determined by the department of public works director, the town admin-
istrator, and the road commission.  A number of factors, including alter-
nate routes during construction, will be considered in deciding the order 
of the work to be done.  This process will continue over a four- or five-year 
period until all 23 miles are completed. Tedd mentioned Mack Hill Road.  
Contrary to his assertion, Mack Hill has always been on the list for recon-
struction – 1.7 miles of it.  It is estimated that 1.2 miles will be rebuilt by 
removing all material (including Tedd’s “mud”) three or more feet below 
the roadbed and replacing it with good gravel that will drain well.  An esti-
mated 0.5 miles will be reclaimed – that is the top 18 to 24 inches of mate-
rial, including the asphalt, will be ground up and put back in place, creating 
a homogeneous base on which the new paving will be placed.

Please remember to vote on March 9th.

	 	 	 	 Liz Overholt
	 	 	 	 Road Funding Analysis Committee
	 	 	 	 Bill Overholt
	 	 	 	 Road Funding Analysis Committee; 		

	 	 	 	 Chair, Road Commission

Brew Will Bring Town and School 
Together
To the editor:

I encourage all Amherst voters to go to the Polls on M arch 9th and sup-
port Dwight Brew in his run for Selectman. I have known Dwight for many 
years and was a member of the Town Ways and Means Committee, which 
he chaired from 2001-2003. He was excellent at budgeting and really re-
searching all items included in the warrants. After this term, Dwight be-
came a member of the Amherst School Board where he has been both fi-
nancially and educationally really responsible. I am an education advocate 
,who has promoted and served on all our town school boards and our State 
Education Board. Dwight and I have spoken often over his last 7 years as a 
Board member. I will say to all citizens that our school system for the first 
time in the 32 years I have been involved is really financially sound and 
even with all the extra testing etc. we are promoting the best education we 
possibly can. Dwight has certainly helped to promote these aspects. He is 
fiscally conservative, very cooperative, always searching for the best answer 
and very businesslike in his approach. I know Dwight will bring many of 
these attributes to the Board of Selectmen. It will be wonderful to have a 
member who can bring town and school together and as a tax payer I be-
lieve you will be surprised at how we will move forward as the schools have 
done.

So I hope you will join me in voting for Dwight Brew for Selectman on 
March 9th.

	 	 	 	 Ann Logan 
	 	 	 	 Amherst 

Write in Lucienne Foulks for the 
Amherst School Board

To the editor:
I encourage you to support Lucienne Foulks as a write-in candidate for 

the Amherst School Board on March 9.   I have known Lucienne for al-
most 15 years and have always been impressed with her intelligence, cre-
ativity and work ethic.  She is able to see through complex situations to find 
that which is truly important, is not afraid to make difficult decisions and 
always shows respect even when opinions differ. I believe those qualities, 
among others, will make her a great addition to the Amherst school board.  
I also believe that having a background in education and children in the 
school system add to her qualifications.

Times are tough and many people are losing their jobs or facing cut 
backs.  There just isn’t as much money out there with which to work.  I 
firmly believe that Lucienne will work diligently to keep the quality of our 
schools a priority while pushing for fiscal responsibility. She will be honest, 
open to suggestion and will keep lines of communication open.

Keep education a priority!  Write in Lucienne Foulks for the Amherst 
School Board on March 9. 

 
	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Carol Hopfenspirger
	 	 	 	 Amherst

Vote No On Returning to Town 
Meeting Form of Government
To the editor:

VOTE NO on Article 42 on the Amherst Town Ballot is sponsored by 
petition and requests the voters to vote on whether or not Amherst should 
return to a Town Meeting form of Government.

The Town Meeting form of Government assumes you have a facility 
where all eligible voters can convene to discuss the proposed budget and 
all the articles that would appear on a Ballot and then VOTE on them.  
The Town Meeting form of government would mean that the number of 
registered voters that would be able to participate and vote on the budget 
and warrants would be limited to the size of the largest gathering place we 
could find to accommodate those who want to attend. 

I do not believe the Town Meeting form of government works well for 
towns with over 10,000 residents and over 8,000 registered voters.

 
	 	 	 	 Jan Bunker
	 	 	 	 Amherst 

AEA Asks Support for Article 12
To the editor:

The Amherst Education Association (AEA) and the Amherst School 
Board (ASB)  opened negotiations in the fall of 2009, in hopes of crafting a 
successor agreement for the  2010-11 school year. As stated at the Amherst 
School District deliberative session on 

February 4, 2010, the ASB and the AEA have agreed not to pursue nego-
tiations any  further. This was not a contentious decision by either party. 
Both the AEA and ASB are sensitive to the community of Amherst in re-
gards to the economic times we are facing. The AEA is grateful to the Town 
of Amherst for supporting the most recent three year collective bargaining 
agreement (set to expire in June 2010).  Amherst School District teachers 
will not receive a raise or step increase for the 2010-11 school year. Negotia-
tions will resume in the fall of 2010 for a future collective bargaining agree-
ment.  The AEA asks you to support Article 12, the total Amherst School 
District budget, which will require your approval on March 9,2010.

The AEA, despite not having a new successor agreement for the 2010-
11 school year, would appreciate your support of other successor agree-
ments in the community including the Amherst School District Support 
Staff contract (Article 13) and the Souhegan High School budget (Article 
2) which will appear on the Amherst and Souhegan School District war-
rants on March 9, 2010.

In addition the Amherst Police Department entered into negotiations 
with the Amherst Board of Selectman for a collective bargaining agree-
ment after working without a contract this past year. These negotiations 
went to a Fact Finder (a neutral third party) and a report was generated and 
accepted by the police union. Amherst citizens are being asked to accept 
this report in Article #28 on the town ballot on March 9th. It is in the AEA’s 
opinion that the Fact Finder’s report is reasonable and should receive com-
munity support. This would allow our police department to stay competi-
tive with other towns in maintaining a strong police force.

Let us all continue to support our valued employees who enrich our lives 
and protect us on a daily basis.

	 	 	 	 Cordially,
	 	 	 	 Peter Desnoyers
	 	 	 	 Amherst Education Association

Dwight Has Brought Public Trust 
to the Amherst School Board
To the editor:

It seems that we have some exceptionally good candidates for Selectman 
this year.  I know three of them and respect and admire all three, but the 
candidate that I know best, having worked closely with him for the past five 
years on the Amherst School Board, is Dwight Brew.   Dwight has been a 
prime mover in establishing public trust in the Amherst Board,    He has 
led the Board in being open, financially responsible, insistent on educa-
tional quality, and responsive to public opinion.  He is consistently fair in 
his dealings with people.

Dwight has the respect of his fellow board members.   He gives each sub-
ject careful thought, listens to all sides, and then takes the position that he 
thinks is right for the community.  He is known on the Amherst and SAU 
boards for his independent thinking and dogged determination to do what 
is in the best interests of the town and the voters.    

As a Selectman he can offer both depth of knowledge and the enthusi-
asm of a new board member.  His grasp of municipal budgets and financial 
planning from his years on the Town Ways and Means and the Amherst 
School Board would be assets that any town board could benefit from.  I 
hope that people will vote for Dwight.   He has been a great school board 
member and would be a great member of the Board of Selectmen.

	 	 	 	 Sincerely,
	 	 	 	 Nancy Head 
	 	 	 	 Amherst 

if Article 28 is defeated.
Capital Reserve Funds
Article 30: Ambulance Capital 

Reserve Fund, authorize withdraw-
al of $150,000 to purchase Emer-
gency Response Ambulance.

Article 31: Establish a Bridge 
Replacement Fund with $20,000, 
($0.01).

Article 32: Recreational Facili-
ties Capital Reserve Fund, $250,000 
from surplus to deposit in Fund. 

Article 33: Fire Apparatus Capi-
tal Reserve Fund, raise $150,000 to 
deposit in Reserve Fund, ($0.08).

Article 35: Assessing Revalu-
ation Capital Reserve Fund, raise 
$35,000 and deposit in Reserve 
Fund, ($0.02).

Article 36: Communications 
Center Capital Reserve Fund, raise 
$5,000 to deposit in Reserve Fund, 
($0.01).

Article 37: Town 250th Anniver-
sary Celebration Capital Reserve 
Fund, raise $5,000 to deposit in Re-
serve Fund, ($0.01).

Article 38: Forestview Cemetery 
Capital Reserve Fund, raise $15,000 
deposit to Reserve Fund, ($0.01).

Article 39: Town Computer Sys-
tem Capital Reserve Fund, raise 
$5,000 to deposit to Reserve Fund, 
($0.01).

Article 40: Health and Human 
Services Agencies, to raise $35,000 
to support agencies that provide ser-
vices to Amherst residents. ($0.02)

Article 41:  By petition, To De-
fine Marriage.

Article 42: By petition. A sense 
of the voters on returning to Town 
Meeting form of Government.

Article 43:  To Create a Capital 
Reserve Fund  for Transportation 
with an Additional Motor Vehicle 
Registration Fee (by petition).  To 
see if the town will vote to collect 
an additional motor vehicle regis-
tration fee of  $1.50 per vehicle for 
the purpose of supporting a munic-
ipal transportation fund.   
Tax Rate

The total of the three operating 
budgets is $0.39.  

The three bonds total $0.32. 
The remaining town warrant ar-

ticles (#26 – 43) total $0.19. 
Total: $0.90/thousand

If the town’s total valuation in-
creases, the tax rate will be adjusted 
down.  

More Letters

Save hundreds on selected spas sets this week 
Call us first for hot tub repairs on every major brand. 

    www.seasonalstores.com

Request your appointment online at: www.dovetaildental.com 
 282 Route 101 | 5 Liberty Park | Amherst | 603 673.6526

Dovetail Dental Associates now has one of the 
most experienced hygiene teams in the region:

Camillia Paras Patricia Ekins Laureen Sullivan Claudia Huffman 

“Cardinal and Snowberries” by Robert Bateman

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936

Tu-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-4, Thur. by appt. 
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always available

Art Event!
Phil Bean Reception
11am-3pm, sat. March 13
Come meet well-known Milford 
artist, Phil Bean and enjoy light 
refreshments while viewing his 

original pastels and oil paintings. 
Phil will give a live painting dem-
onstration 10am-2pm, saturday,

March 20. His art remains on 
display through March 26.

see our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.
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“Evening Reflections” an original oil by 
well-known Milford artist, Phil Bean

Do you have the right investments 
in place to help you meet your 
financial goals? 

At Edward Jones, our business is to 
help people find solutions for their 
long-term financial goals. 

free review

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones received the highest numerical score among full service brokerage firms in the 
proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2009 Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. Study 
based on responses from 4,438 investors measuring 21 investment firms and measures 
opinions of investors who used full-service investment institutions. Proprietary study results 
are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed in March – April 2009. Your 
experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. 

edward Jones ranked “Highest in investor 
Satisfaction with full Service Brokerage firms.”

Brian S McGuigan
46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

If you would like a free review of your retirement  portfolio or any of
your other investments to see if they are appropriate for your
long-term goals, please call or stop by today.

Chris Marcucci
46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520
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Vote, Tuesday, March 9


