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Playing Fields in Amherst …
To the editor:

We purchased the property known as Brewster Fields (former soccer 
complex) 2 years ago. We have finished all improvements to the property, 
to allow for 8 full size playing fields. Our recent application for the varianc-
es needed to allow for commercial play has been denied by the Amherst 
ZBA (our proposal included having weddings to help offset the capitol and 
maintenance costs. (private funding with no impact to tax base!)). The rea-
son given was that it was too heavy a use for the property, and that the kids 
playing sports would affect the Aquifer, Flood plain, and Watershed Pro-
tection District ?? We loose Cemetery fields as of Sept. 2014. As a 50 yr res-
ident of Amherst, it was my goal to help resolve the playing field crisis. We 
had 3 people speak in favor and lots of abutters speak against ( at the ZBA 
meeting). The resale value of your home in Amherst will be affected nega-
tively, because  some teams will be forced to practice in Milford or Bedford! 
If you feel all our teams should be able to continue to play in town, contact 
the ZBA and Planning Board (letters), and attend the upcoming meetings!!

 
Brad Knight
Amherst

Local Baker Overlooked
To the editor:

A while ago you had a nice article on bakeries in Amherst.  You failed to 
mention the “Brick Oven.”  It was located on the lower level of the house 
next to the Town Hall.  My grandmother, Josephine Catherine Miles was 
the baker (early 1940s).  I can still smell the bread. 

Thank you. 
Phyllis (Miles) Foster

Remembering A Tree Lighting in 
the 1950s
To the editor:

The article written by Ann Bergin, thanking so many people who helped 
with the tree lighting, brought back memories of good times in Amherst. 

 My mother, Dorothy Davis, volunteered me to drive Santa to the lighting 
of the tree, in our sleigh. Well, you know about the best laid plans and all, 
there was no snow that year on tree lighting night. Therefore, I had to drive 
Santa in a buggy. I had the horse all hooked up and ready to go when Santa 
arrived.  I helped him in and away we went. My Mother remembered the 
Lantern on the back of the buggy swinging back and forth as we went down 
the road to town. Santa didn’t say much on the way and we were there in no 
time. Some of the men helped Santa down to cheers from all the children 
and grown ups alike. While Santa walked to his seat by the tree, to hand out 
bags of candy and listen to the long lists of things they wanted for Christ-
mas, I drove the buggy out of the way. As I was holding the horse, (Maple) 
a friend from town walked over to me and noticed, what she thought were 
briquettes under the horse, and how nice it was that I put them under the 
horse to keep her warm. Yes, I did have to tell her, I wasn’t that nice.  

Before I knew it, the children all had their candy and were cold and it was 
time for Santa to leave. We loaded Santa up in the buggy and off we went 
to everyone yelling goodbye. We just trotted slowly out of town, but when 
I started down Reynolds hill, I let old Maple out and we only hit the high 
spots going over the bridge and into the darkness. Santa just hung on and 
we were back to the barn in no time. I helped Santa out of the buggy and 
he staggered off without a word. Several weeks later I found out from Mrs. 
Claus that he was white as a sheet and still shaking when he arrived home. 
When she asked him, “What was the matter, was it that cold?” His only re-
ply was,” I won’t ever ride in a buggy with that Davis girl again.” 

 The lighting of the Christmas tree was rather simple back in the fifties, it 
sounds like quite a production these days. Being only sixteen on this night, 
I really forgot most of it, after all I had people to see and things to do.  But 
now the memories seem so good. 

Carolyn Vatcher 
Tennessee

Silent Majority is Silent No More
To the editor:

A recent survey released by NH Journal tells a very different story than 
that we are accustomed to hearing from much of our tainted and biased 
media. Read and learn the truth regarding what NH folks really feel con-
cerning a number of controversial issues. You will be astonished to learn 
what your fellow citizens have to say about a number of issues, having been 
subjected to the truth being twisted and turned to meet the personal bias 
of editors or authors rising to feed the frenzy of demand for feel good out-
comes not unlike piranhas on a carcass.

42 % of NH respondents want no gambling casinos in NH. While not a 
majority even 38% felt a 2 casino plan (one up north and one down south) 
might meet their approval. Of course this plan will never be brought forth. 
Once new studies by the gaming interests are reveled they will quickly un-
derstand that it will be a very difficult task to break even on the southern fa-
cility located in the most populated area of the state. Do we add that 38% to 
the 42% above? Maybe. Maybe not all but if even half or less understand the 
futile attempt at a 2 location gambling scheme and change their thoughts 
then we exceed 50% against gambling in NH.

Not surprisingly 52% of the respondents agree with the last legislature 
and believe raising the tobacco tax is not a welcomed idea. This is certain-
ly a regressive tax plan. In keeping with the thoughts of the proponents of 
this tax increase, any tax which targets the less advantaged is regressive.
The facts are that the under educated and lower income population are sig-
nificantly more likely to use tobacco. Regressive. Unhealthy but regressive.

A “whooping” (the authors word) 67% of those responding to the state-
wide survey believe that in no way should the spending at UNH be in-
creased. That seems a reasonable thought in that UNH had sufficient funds 
to pay a tenured professor thousands of dollars for months and months to 
do nothing and remain off the property while his guilt or innocence for 
flashing his “junk” in front of two eye witnesses ( a mother and daughter) 
was determined. If there is that much money to waste then UNH needs no 
more and if they do, why wouldn’t they raise money through gifts and con-
tributions many others do. I doubt UNH Alum are less generous than oth-
ers from competitive universities. You do know UNH wants you to pay for 
the education of illegal immigrants do you not?

Astoundingly to this writer, the result on a clearly controversial constitu-
tional issue. 75%, 3 out of 4 respondents from the State of NH have spoken 
against further gun laws and control. “We have enough gun restrictions in 
NH” was the favored response. Sure 13% said we need more controls BUT 
12% believe we need less.! Clearly this leaves no doubt in a reasonable per-
sons mind where NH stands on their Constitution and the issue of gun 
control.

Rep. Peter T. Hansen
Amherst

What is Different About Amherst?
To the editor:

During the 30 years that I have lived in Amherst, I have made an attempt 
to be a well-informed voter and a positive participant in helping to shape 
Amherst’s future.  Many Amherst residents are forward thinking and are 
willing to roll up their sleeves and put differences aside in order to solve 
problems.  But they often get drowned out by a vocal minority that loud-
ly expresses distrust, negativity and a “gotcha” mentality to all in earshot.   
Because they are louder than the average resident, they often can derail 
perfectly good proposals that will benefit all who live in Amherst. 

I was inspired to write this letter today after reading an article in the 
Telegraph about people in Hollis coming together to support much need-
ed repairs to their Town Hall and a municipal parking lot.  Over the years, 
I have observed the people of Hollis solving problems together with a real 
focus on doing what’s best for all that live in their community.  

I love living in Amherst and have raised our children here, but each year 
after town and school elections, I wonder why we struggle so to keep our 
eye on what’s best for our future, why we can’t trust our elected and ap-
pointed officials, and why we don’t recognize the need to take pride in our 
town and our schools.   Other towns seem to be able to do it.  Why can’t we?

In the past, we have repeatedly rejected thoughtful proposals to fix our 
roads, repair our municipal buildings and school facilities, or purchase 
much needed equipment to perform tasks more efficiently.  After multiple 
years, when things have deteriorated so far or have reached crisis mode, we 
usually come through, but always at a greater expense or with a sized down 
version of the original proposal.  

Why is it that we have a wonderful school system that produces high 
achieving, successful graduates but less than 25% of our parents on average 
actually go to the polls to vote?  When parents don’t turn out to vote and 
budgets are defeated, it is our children who are the losers.  When school 
budgets fail, we all lose because property values start to decline.  If you were 
moving to our area, would you want to live in a town where the residents 
didn’t support their own schools?  

Yes, people need to question whether they are getting a good value for 
their tax dollar.  I contend that an investment in a highly experienced facul-
ty, a well-maintained facility and a diverse selection of programs results in 
an excellent investment in our children’s future.  We can’t keep demanding 
excellence and then not be willing to pay for it. 

The average resident is very busy working and taking care of their fami-
ly and they don’t always have the time to attend board meetings, delibera-
tive sessions, watch the public access channel or even read the newspaper.  
Don’t let the vocal minority be your only source of information.  Take the 
time to become informed, be a positive force, and please vote on Tuesday, 
March 12.  Our schools and the town need you to be there for them.

Jeanne Ludt
Amherst
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Letters To the editor:

Let’s Not Recycle Past Selectmen
To the editor:

There may have never been a more critical time, for we the tax payers, to 
force change in our town government. 

Our town government is crumbling, figuratively and almost literally. 
Our board of Selectman is divided and dysfunctional.  

This board has spent hundreds of thousands of our tax dollars doing 
what they wanted instead of following our wishes. Wishes that we made 
clear, when we cast our votes. They have virtually ignored major problems 
until they can’t be ignored any longer.  

We have a 15 million dollar road bond that represents nothing more than 
years of unimaginably bad management at the Board of Selectman level. It 
was the board who chose to do other things with our money than maintain 
our roads.  

The roof on the town hall is about to fall despite having been identified as 
a serious problem 10 years ago.   

We have been plagued by shady accounting practices and money moving 
shell games, undertaken by this board for years.  

One bridge has already been shut down by the state because this board 
couldn’t figure out how to fix it in a timely manner.  

It’s obvious that the attitude on this board is to do whatever is necessary 
to keep the truth from the voters. It now appears that the only thing our 
Town Administrator was guilty of was figuring out what was going on and 
trying to correct it. 

What we need now is not to recycle past selectmen into the mix. They let 
us down before and undoubtedly will again. 

We don’t need voices from the past who clearly come back to us now with 
very specific and personal agenda’s.  

We need new blood not old blood. We need new ideas and a new philos-
ophy. We need people who will not hide the truth but will embrace it, and 
be open and honest with sharing that truth with us, the people who pay the 
bills. We have a chance to start this change in March, by getting one new 
voice on the board. 

His name is John D’Angelo. 
We need to take advantage of this opportunity and look for another 

chance for change a year from now.  John appears to be well educated, pro-
fessional and new to town. He may be just what we need. I say let’s give him 
a shot and see how it goes.

Rick Crocker
Amherst

Concord Happenings 

No Beer Tax in This Economy
By Representative Laurie Sanborn

BedfoRd/AmheRSt 

As one of your elected representatives in Concord, I hope to pro-
vide you periodic updates from the State House and encourage you to 
reach out to me on issues that are important to you.  Earlier this year, I 
was pleased to be named Republican Policy Leader, the third ranking 
member of our party in the NH House.

All State Representatives and Senators are busy hearing bills and 
listening to public testimony in their respective policy committees.  
In addition, as a member of the Ways and Means Committee, over 
the past several weeks I have been listening to numerous presenta-
tions on the state, regional and national economy and receiving de-
tailed updates from state agencies.  The Committee’s responsibility is 
to establish accurate revenue estimates for the biennial budget from 
this information.  This is an important step to ensure our government 
spends no more than it realistically expects to receive, or we will find 
ourselves in financial trouble.  Two years ago I participated in the 
same process; as it turns out, the revenue estimates we adopted were 
accurate to within 1% for the fiscal year 2012. 

I am also founder and Chair of the non-partisan House Business 
Caucus, which a group of like-minded Legislators who are focused on 
promoting legislation that improves the climate for responsible busi-
nesses in our state, so they can succeed, grow and hire.  We’ve had 
great attendance and enthusiasm in our first few meetings this year, 
and I am optimistic that we can continue to reduce excessive regula-
tions that are strangling our small business community and reduce 
costs to make our state a friendlier place to conduct business.  You can 
only be pro jobs if you are pro business, and I will be working hard to 
make sure everyone who is looking for a great job can find one, right 
here in our state.

You may have heard about a Bill that would increase the Beer excise 
tax by 33% in New Hampshire.  If passed, this legislation would make 
our state’s tax rate higher than any neighboring state and impose a 
new cost on many businesses, including the emerging microbrewery 
industry, distributors and restaurants.  These employers would then 
be forced to absorb the added cost or pass it on the consumer.  With 
the economy so fragile and people taking home less in their paychecks 
and struggling to make ends meet, I believe this would be a bad policy 
decision, and I will be voting against increasing the beer tax.

I am honored to represent you, and always welcome your feedback, 
input and ideas.  You can email me anytime at RepSanborn@gmail.
com
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