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SportsFolio
SHS Nordic and Alpine 
teams shown, with boys 
hockey and hoop in finals.

Town News    pages 12

Next Issue: March 26, 2013
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Library
Events at the Amherst Town Library 
for adults and children are included.  
Some require advance registration.

Vote 2013     page 3 through 6

Amherst 
Election Day – Tues., March 12

Polls open from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
at Souhegan High School
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Mont Vernon
Town Meeting – Tues., March 12, 7:30PM

Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
at Mont Vernon Village School

Mont Vernon    pages 15 and 16

eLeCTION 2013 – BALLOTS, BUDGeTS AND LeTTeRS TO The eDITOR ReVIeW CANDIDATeS AND The ISSUeS

Country Music Artist  
Jimmy Lehoux at SHS 
Concert to Support Souhegan Jazz

Meet Candidate D’Angelo
A Meet and Greet with John D’Angelo is sched-

uled at the Amherst Library, Johnson Meeting 
Room on Friday, March 8th from 11:30 am until 
1:00 pm. 

All are welcomed to meet the candidate for the 
Amherst Board of Selectmen.

Souhegan Valley Republican 
Women
MonThly MEETing
Monday, March 11, 10:00 AM
Amherst Public Library, Lower Level

Guest speakers will be Peter Hansen, State 
Representative from Amherst, and Sam Cohen 
from Pro-Gun New Hampshire.  Both speakers 
will discuss issues before this session of the New 
Hampshire Legislature.  For more information, 
contact donni _ hodgkins@hotmail.com.

TRiViA nighT Supports Friends 
of the library

If you’re looking to have an evening of fun then 
com join The Friends of the Amherst Town Library 
at the Amherst Country Club for the 1st Annual 
Trivia Night, Thursday, March 28 at 7 pm.  Doors 
will open at 6:30 pm.  Register as an individual, a 
couple or create a team of between 8-10 adults 
to show off your smarts.  The top team will win a 
cash prize along with bragging rights.

The cost is $10.00 per player with maximum 
seating for 100 players. Deadline to register is 
March 15th.  All proceeds will go to support The 
Friends of the Amherst Town Library Fund, which 
enables them to offer enrichment programs for 
the Amherst community.

A cash bar and snacks will be available for 
purchase. Registration forms can be downloaded 
from the library website: www.amherst.lib.nh.us.  
If you have any questions e-mail: TriviaNight@
icloud.com

Judson hale To Visit Amherst
Judson Hale, editor-in-chief of Yankee Mag-

azine and the Old Farmer’s Almanac will be 
the keynote speaker at the joint meeting of the 
Amherst Villagers and Nipmugs on March 20th 
2013.  The meeting will be held at the Messi-
ah Lutheran Church in Amherst and will begin at 
9:30 a.m.  Guests are invited and most welcome.  
Mr. Hale has been an editor at Yankee Magazine 
since 1958 and chairman of the Board of Yankee 
Publishing since 2003.  Jud’s wit and wisdom 
have established him as a beloved New England 
icon and expert.  He has appeared nationally on 
Good Morning America, Late Night with Conan 
O’Brien and Larry King Live.  He has written two 
books about New England: Inside New England 
and the Education of a Yankee.  His talk in Am-
herst is entitled: “The Six New England States 
and Humor”.

Annual Boy Scout Spaghetti 
Supper Fundraiser 

Amherst Boy Scout Troop 22 Annual Spaghetti 
Supper Fundraiser Saturday, March 23rd.  Locat-
ed at Wilkins Elementary School.   General Seat-
ing from 5-8pm.  Adults are $8, Children (6-15) 
are $5, and Children under 6 are free.  Also avail-
able is a special “Dinner for Two” seating.  This in-
cludes a table for two, scout waiter service, spar-
kling juice, and more.  Cost is $30 per couple.  
Couples dinner seating is either 5-6pm or 6:30-
7:30pm.   For tickets or additional information 
please emailcommitteechair@amhersttroop22.
org   Tickets will also be sold at the door.  

Amherst Democrats
The Amherst Democrats Town Committee will 

hold its biennial Caucus on Saturday, March 9th, 
at 10:00 AM, in the Amherst Public Library, low-
er-level. The Caucus is open to all, but only reg-
istered Democrats residing in Amherst may vote. 
Contact Town Committee Chair, Graham Smith, 
at 673-6629, or <g _ v _ s@mac.com> for more 
information.

Rte. 101, Bedford, NH
(603) 472-4080

www.gscabinetry.com
Mon.-Fri 8:30-5pm • Sat. 10-4

Evenings by appointmentStop in, have coffee, we love to talk about kitchens!!

What does your kitchen say about you?
       We can help, call 472-4080 today!

Simply Elegant!

Buy Backs by Town Cost Taxpayers Money

Amherst Town Library

A Storm of Angels: Spring 
Songbird Migration

AMHERST - Country 
music artist Jimmy Lehoux 
will perform in a special 
concert at Souhegan High 
School on Friday, March 
15th at 7:30pm. The con-
cert is a fundraising effort 
to support the Souhegan 
High School Jazz Ensemble 
as they prepare for their up-
coming performance tour 
to Italy in April. 

Jimmy Lehoux is that rar-
est breed of country singer 
– one with style and sub-
stance.  One who is deter-
mined to make history, not 
just repeat it.Though his life 
is steeped in the traditions 
of country, Lehoux’s mu-
sic is stamped with his own 
unique style.  He honors the 
past, but refuses to live in it 
and that is why he contin-
ues to push the boundaries 
of country music forward, 
creating an exciting new 
blend that is as emotionally 

potent as it is commercially 
appealing.That is just what 
you would expect from this 
iconic, straight-talking, did-
it-his-own-way kind of cow-

Continued on page 9  u

AMHERST – With the 
advent of spring, April 
brings a new series for 
adults at the Amherst Town 
Library called Birds and 
Flowers and Poetry.  In the 
first program, award-win-
ning nature photogra-
pher and ecologist Brooks 
Mathewson presents “A 
Storm of Angels: Spring 
Songbird Migration” on 
Tuesday, April 2 at 7 p.m. in 
the Johnson Meeting Room.   

One of the most exciting 
events of the year for nat-
uralists is spring songbird 
migration during which up 
to 80 species of songbirds 
can be observed.  Many of 

these birds spend the win-
ter in locations as far away 
as central and South Amer-
ica.  For some, southern 
New Hampshire is their fi-
nal destination, where they 
will breed and play a key 
ecological role in our wood-
lands and marshes before 
returning again to their 
winter homes in the fall.  
Others are merely pausing 
for a few days to refuel on 
their way to the hardwood 
forests of northern New En-
gland or the boreal forests 
of Canada.  Tragically, ac-
cording to some estimates, 

Yellow Rumped Warbler by photorapher, Brooks Mathewson

Continued on page 12  u

Is Compliance Necessary?
By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – Does anyone take va-
cation time?  Or are department heads 
too busy and too valuable to take time 
off?

The town of Amherst has a policy 
to encourage employees to take their 
vacation time, but if you can’t you can 
accrue to a cap limit and then some.  
And it’s the “and then some” that 
seems to be a problem.  When is it 
necessary to comply with town policy 
if ever?  Or do you just keep moving 

the goal posts.  This could be confus-
ing for your employees.  It’s a simple 
story about money.

The town received and has respond-
ed to a right to know request, present-
ed in person to Town Administrator 
James O’Mara on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 27th.  The request based on the NH 
RSA 91A Right To Know law sought 
the name and final payout amount for 
unused vacation time of any depart-
ment head employee who left town 
employment between June 1, 2011 to 
February 25, 2013. Also, the name and 
payout amount for unused vacation 
hours of any employee whose payout 

was intended to bring them into com-
pliance with the vacation accrual pol-
icy of 240 hours, since June 1, 2011 to 
February 25, 2013.  This information is 
part of the public record.

Making the requests are Jan Bun-
ker, former Amherst School District 
Treasurer, and current assistant Trea-
surer to the Amherst School District, 
former Amherst School District Ways 
and Means Chair, and member of the 
Planning Board and David Fagan.

The requests are based on com-
ments made at an Amherst Citizens 

Taxes... Adding It All Up
By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – On Tuesday, March 12, voters will be pre-
sented with three operating budgets - Town of Amherst, 
Amherst School District (ASD) and Souhegan Coopera-
tive School District (SCD) on three separate ballots.  ASD 
is presenting an operating budget $61,172 (-0.25%) lower 
than last year’s default budget. SCD is presenting a budget 
$681,565 (3.7%) less than the FY13 budget. The Town FY14 
operating budget is $189,264 greater than the default bud-
get of FY13.  

Even though the ASD budget has decreased by $61,172, 
the tax rate will increase by $0.08 to $12.16. 

SCD operating budget will decrease by $681,565. The tax 
rate is proposed to decrease by $0.16.  Mont Vernon will 
decrease by $0.57.  

The town operating budget tax rate will increase by $0.23.
All three operating budgets combined will be a $0.15 in-

crease on the tax rate.  
That translates to an increase of $48 on a $325,000 as-

sessed property to operate all three districts.

TOWN ARTICLES
Article #23 –Town Hall Structural Repair Capital Re-

serve Fund (CRF) Establishment and Funding  - $200,000.  
Tax impact: $0.13

Article #24 – Appropriation of Previously Collected 
Land Use Change Tax Funds and Deposit to Town Hall 
Structural Repair Fund – No tax impact.

Article #25 – Police Union Contract for Single Year – 
Cost, $17,379. Tax impact: $0.01.

Article #26 – Special Meeting if article 25 fails.
Article #27 – Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve 

Fund.  $33,000  Tax impact: $0.02
Article #28 – Communications Center Capital Reserve 

Fund. $15,000  Tax impact: $00.01
Article #29 – Computer System Capital Reserve Fund. 

$15,000 Tax impact: $0.01
Article #30 – Forestview Cemetery Capital Reserve 

Fund. $20,000 Tax impact: $0.01
Article #31 – Replacement of Fire Engine.  $260,000 Tax 

impact: $0.17.  ($150,000 will come from Fire Apparatus 

The state of New Hampshire is 
expecting a banner year for 
maple syrup season.  In Am-
herst we know the season has 
started when we see the evapo-

rator up and running in Bill and Chris-
ty Belvin’s yard on Boston Post Road.  
It’s the smell of wood smoke and maple 
syrup that heralds spring.  The pro-
longed winter weather is a good omen 
for maple syrup lovers.  It foretells a sap 
flow of longer duration. For over two 
decades Bill has been out there boiling 
maple sap late into the March night 
to produce that amber elixir, genuine 
Amherst, New Hampshire made maple 
syrup.  “March is when you can’t plow 
and you can’t plant but you can sugar,” 
says Bill.

Bill is also a Cemetery Trustee.  
Please see page 7 for an interview with 
Trustees Belvin and Bergin regarding 
Forestview Cemetery.

It’s Maple Sugaring Time in Amherst
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