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By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

All this, and lots more.  
For  what?  You have heard 
some of this before, but let 
me recap.

Grater Road, a one-and-
a-half mile, rocky mud-wal-
low of a Class VI road, flood-
ed in places by beavers, runs 
from Baboosic Lake Road to 
Wilson Hill Road in Mer-
rimack, slicing through a 
square mile of woods, rocky 
ledges and sheltered wet-
lands.  The land was once 
called the One Hundred 
Acre Farm by the Grater 
family who moved way out 
there in the early 1800s.  
The half of the land lying in 
Merrimack was protected 
and developed for passive 
recreation by the Merri-
mack Conservation Com-

mission a few years ago.
Protection of the four im-

portant parcels of the old 
farm making up the Am-
herst portion of Grater 
Woods, as the 2-town res-
ervation is being called, was 
achieved March 11, 2013 
with signings of the deeds 
by the nine parties involved.  
Did it come easily?  You’ve 
got to be kidding.  Nothing 
that takes 20 years to ma-
ture, either teenagers or a 
land deal, comes easily.

Is it worth it?  Absolutely!  
As one donor towards the 
purchase who lives in the 
Village said, “That land is 
beautiful.  I go there to ski.  
I can’t imagine homes being 
built on it”.  So how was it 
accomplished?

In the early 1990s the first 
letters from the Amherst 
Conservation Commission 

went to owners of parcels 
in the sub-divided Grader 
farm.  More letters followed 
over the years, generating 
little response to the offers 

being made by the ACC and 
the Amherst Land Trust co-
operating in the joint effort. 
Then, about two years ago, 
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Religion
easter and regular church 
services are featured in this 
week’s listings .
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Library
events at the Amherst town Library 
for adults and children are included.  
Some require advance registration.
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Easter Egg Hunt 
The recent snow storm did not deter 
Amherst children from attending the 
AJWC’s annual hunt on the Common.
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Amherst Garden Club April 
Meeting

At the April 4 meeting of the Amherst Garden 
Club held at the Amherst Congregational Church, 
Pamela Turner, Physical Therapist Assistant, and 
Roxanne Meldrum, Athletic Trainer and Physical 
Therapist, of Southern NH Rehabilitation in Mil-
ford will present gardening tips and techniques to 
conserve energy and avoid injury.  Both women 
have used their own gardening experiences to 
expand their professional knowledge.  The meet-
ing will begin at 9:00 am with a short business 
meeting and social time followed by the program, 
“Garden Tips For Injury Prevention,” at 10:15 am.  
Visitors are welcome.

Souhegan Music Department 
Hosts Spaghetti Dinner

The SHS Music Department will host a spa-
ghetti dinner in the SHS Cafe on SATURDAY APRIL 
6th at 5:00pm. This dinner is in conjunction 
with the closing night of the SHS Spring Musical 
GREASE. Come and enjoy endless salad, spa-
ghetti and meatballs then join us in the theater 
for the final performance of GREASE at 7pm. The 
cost for the dinner is $5.00 per person or $20.00 
per family....nothing better than dinner and a 
show! All proceeds from the dinner go to support 
the SHS Music Department. 

A Visit with Rachel Revere
Please join the Historical Society of Amherst 

on Monday April 8th at 7:30pm for a Visit from 
Rachel Revere and hear what life was like for the 
wife and children of the famous Patriot during 
Revolutionary times in Boston. Learn of Mrs. 
Revere’s role in escaping occupied Boston with 
her children and why one son was left behind to 
face the British on his own!  This exciting event 
is made possible through a grant from the New 
Hampshire Humanities Council.  Mrs. Revere will 
be speaking in the Vestry of the Congregational 
Church of Amherst and her appearance is free 
and open to the public.  Refreshments will be 
served.

AMHERST REPUBLICANS 
Monthly Meeting 

Saturday, April 6th, at 8AM Amherst Repub-
licans will hold their monthly meeting at Joey’s 
Diner, Route 101A, Amherst.

Our guest speaker will be Neil Levesque, Exec-
utive Director of the New Hampshire Institute of 
Politics at St. Anselm College. Read more about 
the NHIOP at www.anselm.edu  Go to www.am-
herstrepublicans.org for more information

Dog Licenses Due by April 30
Dog licenses are due by April 30th.  Current 

rabies shot is required. License renewals can 
be done on-line by going to www.amherstnh.gov 
or by mail or in person during regular business 
hours.  We have records of dogs in town that have 
not been licensed.  Dog owners who fail to reg-
ister their animals before June 1st will be issued 
a civil forfeiture notice by the police department  
according to RSA 465:13 and are subject to a 
$25.00 fine.  If you have any questions, please 
call the Town Clerk’s Office at 673-6041 x203 or 
e-mail to ndemers@amherstnh.gov.

Town of Amherst Rabies Clinic
The Town of Amherst rabies vaccination clinic 

will be held on Saturday May 4, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m.  The cost of vaccination is $13.00.  
Location:  Amherst Fire Station

 This rabies clinic is for dogs as well as cats.  
Dogs must be on a leash.  Cats must be on a 
leash or in a carrier.

New Hampshire law requires all dogs and cats 
to be vaccinated for rabies. 

  Schools
newest members to Souhegan 
High School’s Honor Society are 
inducted in an eveing ceremony.
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Rte. 101, Bedford, NH
(603) 472-4080

www.gscabinetry.com
Mon.-Fri 8:30-5pm • Sat. 10-4

Evenings by appointmentStop in, have coffee, we love to talk about kitchens!!

What does your kitchen say about you?
       We can help, call 472-4080 today!

Charming!

SHS Theatre Department Commemorates 
the School’s 20th Year

20 Years – 4 Parcels – Dozens of Helpers - 1 Goal 

AMHERST – The Amherst Town Library welcomes 
you to the final concert in its very popular Sundays at 4 
Music Series on Sunday, April 14th with “Old Favorite 
in Concert” from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Main Reading 
Room of the Library. This five piece band includes the 
Amherst Town Library’s very own Children’s Librarian 
Sarah Hydorn!  With a repertoire of Irish, Scottish, and 
Appalachian music, each of the five members of “Old 
Favorite” have performed for many years as a soloist or 
as a member of other ensembles.

Old friends, they began playing together once a 
week for the sheer pleasure of it. And eventually the 
music got so good that the band named itself—for an 
old Irish tune—and began playing out, first at contra 
dances and festivals, and then in clubs and concerts. 
The band knows how to drive ‘er, as they say at Cape 
Breton dances, and in concerts and clubs Old Favor-
ite mixes expertly played tunes from Ireland, Scotland, 
and Cape Breton with the vocals of three of the mem-
bers. The oldest of the Favorites, Emery Hutchins, plays 
concertina and bodhran, and has a long history as a 
performer with the Angel Band, Northeast Winds, and 
Two Old Friends. Flute player, singer, tune compos-
er, and Amherst Town Library’s Children’s Librarian 

Sarah Hydorn and fiddler Burt Feintuch have played 
for hundreds of contra dances with the Lamprey Riv-
er Band and other groups. Guitarist and vocalist John 
Carew performs as a solo act, as a member of several 
Celtic groups, including Another Jig Will Do and Co-
rofin, and is sought after for his sensitive accompani-
ment skills. And Bill Zecker, on piano and octave man-
dolin, actually seems to play nearly every instrument 
known to humankind; a semi-reformed rock and roller, 
he has played in a vast array of musical configurations, 
including the Lamprey River Band. Bringing disparate 
backgrounds, but sharing a love for well-played tunes 
and well-wrought songs, “Old Favorite” is something 
new in New England.

The Amherst Town Library thanks the Friends of the 
Amherst Town Library for providing the funding for 
the whole concert series! This Sundays at 4 concert is 
free and open to the public.  To register for this very 
special program, please call the Amherst Town Library 
at 673-2288, email library@amherst.lib.nh.us, or visit 
the Library’s web site at http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and click on the calendar icon, labeled “Calendar of 
Events” on the homepage.

By  Steve Hodgman

AMHERST – Souhegan 
High School is proud to 
present Grease, the 1950’s 
rock and roll musical, on 
Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, April, 4, 5 and 6 at 7 PM 
each evening.  This is re-
viving the 1st musical per-
formed at Souhegan in May, 
1993 during the first year 
of Souhegan’s existence.  
The Broadway blockbuster 
which lead to the movie hit 
in 1978 with Olivia New-
ton John and John Travolta 
promises to be a show full 

of nostalgia and farcical hu-
mor.  Rydell High 1959 is 
the setting as the Pink La-
dies and Greasers pose and 
strut their stuff through the 
hi-jinx and ribald humor 
of the wild and happy 50’s.  
Songs like “Grease”, “We 
Go Together” “Those Magic 
Changes” Freddie My Love” 
and “Mooning” capture the 
innocence and romance 
of this much loved era of 
Americana.

The cast features Shau-
na Sousa as Sandy and Jon-

“Old Favorite”   
in Concert

Children’s Librarian Sarah Hydorn is joined by Emery Hutchins, Burt Feintuch, John Carew and Bill Zecker.

Souhegan High School 
Stages a “Grease” Revival

Steve Hodgman, the original director in 1993, with the first 
playbill and pictures.

New Selectman Sworn-In

Town Clerk, Nancy Demers swears in John D’Angelo, while 
his wife Daryl and daughter Michaela look on.

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST - Joining 
re-elected Dwight Brew on 
the Board of Selectmen will 
be newcomer John D’Ange-
lo (1,117) who won his seat 
with ease outdistancing 
former selectmen Marilyn 
Peterman (617) and Reed 
Panasiti (621) by 500 votes 
and came within 115 votes 
of incumbent Brew (1,232). 
Quite an accomplishment 
for a first time candidate for 
any office in town.

Library Trustees Kathy 
Brundage (1,246), William 

Cassidy (1,226) and Robin 
Julian (1,205) were unchal-
lenged.

For the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment, incumbent 
Robert Rowe (887) was 
re-elected over Allen Mer-
riman (648).

Peter Bergin (1,501) was 
unchallenged for Trustee of 
the Trust Funds.

For Cemetery Trustee in-
cumbent Peter Bergin (886) 
retained his seat over Rich-
ard Lefebvre (685).
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It’s About Conservation

Scenic pastures and views at Grater Woods.


