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Nashua – Eighth 
grader, Julia Krawiec, 
(daughter of Wojciech 
and Molgorzata Krawiec) 
of amherst was induct-
ed along with 22 other 
students in the inaugu-
ral class of the Nashua 
Catholic National Junior 
honor society during a 
ceremony in the school’s 
auditorium on april 16, 
2013.  Established in 
1929, the National Junior 
honor society is the na-
tion’s premier organiza-
tion established to recog-
nize outstanding middle 
school students.

During the ceremony, 
Principal Glenda McFad-
den, OFs, addressed the 
inductees, “We are so very 
proud of what you have 
accomplished.  We often 
say, Nashua Catholic has 
academic excellence, and 
now we can name it,” as 
she read off Julia’s name 
and each of the other 22 
students.  During the 
ceremony 10 alumni of 
Nashua Catholic who are 

current members of their 
high school’s honor soci-
ety from Bishop Guertin 
high school, Trinity high 
school, and Nashua south 
high school lit candles as 
the five eighth grade in-
ductees each read pas-
sages that explained the 
meaning of the five pil-
lars of membership that 
include scholarship,lead-
ership, service, character, 
and citizenship. 

Following the presenta-
tion of pins and the sign-
ing of the registry, Mc-
Fadden referenced an Old 
Testament passage on 
how God called his peo-
ple to be set apart and to 
be holy.  McFadden told 
the students, “You are 
very special.  You were 
called by God and are set 
apart for this accomplish-
ment.”  she went on to 
challenge them, “It’s up to 
you to now approach life 
as a whole person using 
the talents that God has 
given you to go out and 
figure out how you can 

be the best you can be, to 
serve others, and to lead.  
You have achieved many 
things and we all know 
that you are able to do 
much more in the future.”

Mrs. Chrisofily Barker, 
a 13 year literature and 
English teacher at Nash-
ua Catholic, worked with 
McFadden to establish 
the National Junior hon-
or society chapter at the 
school.   as the Chap-

ter advisor, Barker said, 
“These are 23 incredible 
students and we are so 
proud of Julia.  Our chap-
ter is not about just recog-
nizing academic accom-
plishments, but we will be 
actively involved in school 
activities and will be per-
forming community ser-
vice on a regular basis.  
We plan to be a very ac-
tive NJhs chapter.”

GRADE 8 
Lindsay Amari
Taylor Aselin
Keiran Beamer
Lucas Bellipanni
Maxwell Benevides
Davis Biddle
Cameron Birse
Morgan Bizzak
Madeleine Boyea
Henry Boyle
Daniel Burnley
Alexander Burnley
Elijah Calfin
George Carlson
Matthew Chistolini
Thomas Cissel
Nikolai Clay
Naomi Cohen
Caitlin Colburn
William Conway
Eliza Cullen
Dominic D’Amico
Madysen Derushia
Noah Desrosiers
Jared Downey
Nicholas Durling
Shannon Earley
Sarah Eastland
Zachary Ellis
Emma Estabrook
Chandler Fleuette
Rhys Frazier
Kevin Fredette
Sydney French
Spencer George
Lindsey Hagerstrom
Ryan Hill
Jack Hopey
Jacob Horrell
Jake Ignaszewski
Casey Johnson
Timothy Johnson
Liam King
Mackenzie Kinney
Jacob Lacaillade
Sienna Langone
Shawn Latulippe
Tara LePage
Thomas Lipkin
Eric Loconto
Gabriella Lunati
Keelan MacKenzie
Kyle Manlogon
Rebekah Martin
John Mastergeorge
Alessandra Mazur
Julia Mendola
Lindsey Miller
Olivia Mullens
Michael Murphy Jr.
Sophia Nikolenko
Kevin O’Brien
Kathryn Osterholtz
Jennifer Passen
Camden Patt
Andrew Pieper
Eric Prue
Meghana Reddy
Mary Rego
Thomas Robinson
Lauren Rohlfs
Bryan Rose
Sarah Schweizer
William Seguin
Olivia Smith
Samantha Speer
Ryan Stankiewicz
Anais Thenin
Ryan Towle
Ethan Trzepacz
Julia Unger
Hailey Yabroudy
Mason Young

Seventh graders at the 
Amherst Middle School 
enjoyed a presentation on 
Friday, April 12 from Tom 
White who is the out-
reach coordinator for the 
Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies department at 
Keene State College. He 
coordinates workshops for 
teachers and makes pre-
sentations in classrooms 
throughout the state.  His 
presentation focused 
on the rise of Nazism in 
Europe during the reign of 
Hitler and the lessons to 
be learned about toler-
ance and appreciating 
diversity in our lives.  
The visit coincided with 
the study of WWII and 
the Holocaust that the 
students are working on 
in their language arts and 
social studies classes.

Local Student Inducted in Nashua Catholic National 
Honor Society Class 

The Souhegan Interact team, members of the  Milford, Souhegan and Wilton Lyndeborough  Interact Club, are 
seen here giving Steve Dreher a $500.00 check for the Hope for Gus foundation.  The foundation  directly sup-
ports research for Duschenes Muscular Dystrophy.   Club members in attendance: Brooke Horrocks, Ryan Lynch, 
Sam Ballard, Joey Karlon, Kelsey Aten; presenting the check to Steve Dreher, Alana Alvarado, Kaley Ahern, Steve 
Dreher,  Patrick Lynch, Katie Pulfer and Jill Daigneau, Souhegan Club President.

Twenty Souhegan Staff Run to Commemorate Newtown Victims

Souhegan’s “Half the Sky Movement” Members Travel to Brandeis for Author Discussion

(L to R):  Jessie Concannon, Ellie Arrowsmith, Adi Mueller, Olivia Durling, 
Cassie Jacobs, and Caylin Enoch

WalThaM, Ma – Members of 
souhegan high school’s “half the 
sky” group recently met with au-
thor Kathryn Bolkovic at Brandeis 
university’s heller school for social 
Policy and Management. “half the 
sky” members were invited to par-
take in a discussion with the author 
about her book, “The Whistleblow-
er: sex Trafficking, Military Con-
tractors, and One Women’s Fight 
for Justice.” Bolkovac’s true story 
depicts her work uncovering a sex 
trafficking ring involving united 
Nations’-hired security contractors 
in Bosnia following the Balkan War 
of the 1990’s. Bolkovac’s experienc-
es were inspiration for the 2010 film 
“Whistleblower.”  

souhegan high school’s “half 
the sky” members are dedicated to 
ending the oppression and pover-
ty of women and girls throughout 
the world. Caylin Enoch, president 
of souhegan’s “half the sky” said of 
the event, “It was surprising to see 
how government organizations are 
involved in these crimes. Kathryn’s 
struggles were really an inspiration. 
she sets a great example for girls 
like us who want to be involved in 
helping women and children.”

The half the sky Movement is an 
organization working to “turn op-
pression into opportunity world-
wide,” according to its website, 
www.halftheskymovement.org. 

GIlFOrD – On sunday, april 
14th, twenty souhegan staff gath-
ered at Gilford Elementary school 
with educators, schools, children, 
parents, as well as a communi-
ty members from around the state 
to show their support and heart-
felt condolences to the families of 
the victims of the sandy hook Ele-
mentary tragedy. Each of the three 
teams of about seven staff members 
completed 26 miles – one mile for 
each of the 26 victims.  

all money raised was donated to 
the 26.4.26 Foundation, created out 
of an idea that became an inspira-
tional movement in the wake of the 
tragedy at sandy hook Elementa-
ry on December 14th, 2012. The 
core mission of 26.4.26 is to devel-

op, implement, and if needed, fund 
schools appropriately in order to be-
gin pilot programs that involve ath-
letics, activities, team building, and 
positive social interaction among 
our youth. 

souhegan staff member, rich 
Bergskaug, who helped spearhead 
the souhegan participation, felt the 
presence of the children throughout 
the run. “Each of us ran for a child. 
We had his or her name on a card 
pinned to our shirts and as we ran 
we were reminded of them at each 
mile marker.”

Participating teachers include: Front row:  Kathy Maddock, Terry Berna, 
Jess Tremblay, Sarah Hooper-Barbato, Melissa Dumaine, Amy Lashua Mid-
dle row:  Kim Theriault, Kathy Earley, Ryan Lemieux, Betsy Wallisch, Beth 
Dunham, Megan Burd, Nancy Kutcher Back Row:  Rich Bergskaug, Dave 
Jasinski, Jon Ingram, Tony Doucet, Tim Cotreau, John Smith.

SHS Interact Club Supports Hope for Gus

Coral Reefs: The World’s Natural 
Medicine Cabinet Students in the News 

Local Students Participated in 
Academic Excellence Confer-
ence at Keene State College

KEENE - Keene state College’s 
13th annual academic Excellence 
Conference took place on april 6. 
This student professional confer-
ence is designed to showcase the 
academic work of Keene state stu-
dents and the collaborative work 
between students and faculty. It 
allows students to share excellent 
work with a broad audience, and 
prepares them for submitting pro-
posals to professional conferences.  
among the participants was Victo-
ria Patt of amherst who presented 
on a Compilation of spanish Po-
ems.
Phillips Exeter Academy Winter 
2013 Honor Roll

Justin r. Gallagher, grade 12, of 
amherst, parents Mr. and Mrs. Mi-

chael F. Gallagher, earned highest 
honors for the winter 2013 term.
Souhegan Student to Attend 
Summer Seminar at Naval 
Academy

The u.s. Naval academy invited a 
select group of approximately 2,550 
young men and women to attend 
the Naval academy summer sem-
inar program this year.  summer 
seminar is a fast paced leadership 
experience for rising seniors in high 
school.  This program helps educate, 
motivate and prepare selected stu-
dents who are considering applying 
for admission to usNa.  They will 
experience first-hand what the Na-
val academy has to offer through 
its exceptional academic, athletic, 
extracurricular activities and lead-
ership training programs.

Benjamin DeForest a student at 
souhegan high school will partici-
pate in the 2013 us Naval academy 
summer seminar program.

By: Matt Protzmann 

When we think of coral reefs, 
we usually think of vibrant colors, 
large sharks, and strange creatures 
not found anywhere else in the 
world.  The last thing that comes to 
mind when thinking of coral reefs 
is their medicinal value.  Chemicals 
and compounds from coral reefs 
have been shown to treat maladies 
as simple as an inflamed muscle, or 
as complex as leukemia.  Coral reefs 
are the future of cancer treatment.  
according to andrew W. Bruck-
ner, a renowned reef ecologist, we 
are 300-400 times more likely to 
find a cure for cancer among cor-
al reefs than any other place in the 
world.  The reason for this is be-
cause of the defense systems and 
the vast chemicals that exist among 
these reefs.  Many reef animals and 
the reefs themselves cannot rely on 
brute force or “fighting skills” such 
as many of the animals that exist 
on land.  In the reefs, the organ-
isms depend on chemical defenses.  
This means that there are so many 
more compounds available for re-
search due to the number of known 
and unknown chemicals among the 
reefs.    Many cancer fighting drugs 
have been created and are being 
created from compounds among 
coral reefs.  

 The most known cancer fight-
ing compound found among reefs 
is ara-C.  ara-C was discovered on 
a certain species of sea sponge that 
exists only among the coral reefs in 
the Caribbean.   ara-C is the main 
drug in chemotherapy for leukemia.  
Dolostatin 10 is a drug created from 
sea hares derived from a Caribbean 
reef.  This drug is currently in the 

testing phase and is being used to 
fight many forms of cancer includ-
ing breast cancer, liver cancer, and 
leukemia.  Yondelis was developed 
from chemicals from the sea squirt, 
which is a filter feeder found in cor-
al reefs.  Yondelis is the first new 
treatment in 30 years for soft-tissue 
sarcoma.  scientists are also look-
ing into compounds that will fight 
alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and even 
hIV/aIDs.  The research from cor-
al reefs is extremely promising, as 
biologists are only beginning to dis-
cover these different compounds, 
and scientists have only recently be-
gun to look to coral reefs for medi-
cal treatment. 

 There is only one issue with rely-
ing on reefs for the future of medi-
cine.  They are disappearing.  They 
are fading away as a result of human 
activity, mostly due to global warm-
ing, which raises the carbon diox-
ide levels in the ocean.  This caus-
es the coral to become very weak 
and turn a white color, also known 
as coral bleaching.  Other factors 
such as pollution and over-fishing 
are also contributing to the disap-
pearance of the reefs.  according to 
the World Wildlife Fund, 20% of the 
world’s coral reefs have disappeared 
within the last 50 years, and 50% of 
the remaining reefs are in danger 
of collapsing.  This means that ev-
ery reef that dies greatly reduces the 
chance of finding a cure for cancer, 
alzheimers, hIV/aIDs, and many 
other diseases.  We have only begun 
to tap into these beautiful reefs in 
search of cures for the world’s worst 
illnesses.  It is essential to preserve 
these reefs, as they are the future of 
our medical advances.        

Tom White Visits AMS

Deb Curran with Tom White

Julia Krawiec (R) with her mother, Molgorzata Kraw-
iec of Amherst
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Hollis Academy 
For Children

4-A MARKET PLACE
HOLLIS, NH

465-7005

The quality of your child’s future begins here.
We are an academically oriented learning 

environment. Offering a 
developmentally appropriate curriculum 

for ages 30 months to 12 years.

ENROLLING NOW
FOR 2013 - 2014

15 MINUTES FROM AMHERST

EXTRA PROGRAMS:
* Public Kindergarten Children, 
Before OR After-School Care

*Holidays, Vacations and Snow Day Programs.
“When your child’s school is closed, we have availability”

*Summer Time FUN! July & August

PROGRAMS OFFERED:
* Pre-School & *Pre-Kindergarten

(Full, Half or Quarter Days)
* Kindergarten (Full or Half Days)

* School Age 6-12 yrs. 
(Before school, After School or Both)

OPEN YEAR ROUND 6:30 AM to 6:00 PMhollisacademy.net

Scholastic All-Star Award Winner 
at Souhegan High School

Oksana Clay, a tenth-grader at 
souhegan high school, was chosen 
from hundreds of nominees as one 
of 12 students nationwide to receive 
a 2013 scholastic all-star award 
for her significant gains in reading 
achievement.

Oksana’s story is a testament to 
the power of perseverance. Origi-
nally from ukraine, Oksana moved 
to the united states not knowing 
any English, but over the course of 
the past few years, she has been able 
to overcome the language barrier to 
achieve academic and personal suc-
cess. When Oksana enrolled in the 
scholastic reading intervention pro-
gram rEaD 180®, she read at a first-
grade level; she is now on the fast 
track to read on grade level by next 
year – a clear indication of her de-
termination. “rEaD 180 became a 
safe haven for Oksana, both social-
ly and academically. she used that 
space to test waters, take risks, and 
to gain the confidence she needed to 
assimilate to the new world of high 
school in the united states.” Thanks 
to all she learned in rEaD 180, Ok-
sana recently passed the written 
component of her driver’s education 
course.

Oksana’s incredible gains in read-
ing achievement and overall student 
performance will be recognized 
with a check for $1,000.

The 12 national winners— nine 
rEaD 180 students and three sys-
tem 44 students —have all had to 
overcome a number of person-
al and academic obstacles to meet 
their goals. From battling dyslexia 
to immigrating to the united states 
without knowing a word of English, 

these students were able to put their 
frustrations aside and build their 
confidence by learning to read. 
With the help of rEaD 180, system 
44, and their committed teachers, 
these students are now on a path to 
college and career.

“With the demands of the Com-
mon Core state standards, it is 
more important than ever that our 
students are proficient readers,” said 
Margery Mayer, President of scho-
lastic Education. “We believe that 
literacy is the key to survival and 
success in the 21st Century, and 
that it enables students to succeed 
not only in school, but also in life. 
rEaD 180 and system 44 have cre-
ated the building blocks for students 
to excel, and the inspiring stories 
and accomplishments of our all-
star award winners speak to just 
how powerful a tool reading can be.”

Oksana Clay

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black


