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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:
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Renovation of The Mont Vernon 
Inn - Synergy of the Old and New
To the editor:

In the center of the beautiful and quaint village of Mont Vernon sits the 
historic Mont Vernon Inn.  The former “Carriage house” for the inn is pres-
ently one of the fully renovated residences and stands as an example of the 
quality, design and impeccable workmanship that will transform this his-
toric building. The inn will house 6 non- age restricted, spacious and dis-
tinguished residences.  BMA Architectural Group, architect and designer, 
Amherst welcomes you to tour the model unit and learn more about the 
unique design features and amenities that “The Mont Vernon” has to offer. 
The model is available for showings by appointment.  Please contact Vic-
toria Castle @ 673-5924 for an appointment and visit our website at www.
montvernonhomes.com.

Victoria Castle, 
BMA Architectural Group
Amherst

Protect the Taxpayers
To the editor:

At the May 28 Board of Selectman Meeting, Selectman Gallinson com-
mented that the Town of Amherst is only responsible for maintaining cem-
eteries if there are no other available means of funding. You may be sur-
prised to know that the Cemetery Trust Funds are in excess and could very 
well be put towards the maintenance of cemeteries. At the May 6, 2013 
residents’ Information Session, Peter Bergin, Chair of Cemetery Trustees, 
informed town taxpayers that, in principal and interest, the Perpetual Care 
Trust Funds for the cemeteries are close to a million dollars. 

Tax payers of this town have been paying 40-45,000 dollars per year 
($43,374.00 this year) for the maintenance of the town cemeteries when 
the Cemetery Trust has excess perpetual funds -- funds collected by selling 
plots; funds that are growing every year; funds that can be used for ceme-
tery maintenance. 

When and why did the Cemetery Trust stop paying for maintenance of 
the cemeteries? Should the town be responsible for paying for cemetery 
maintenance when Cemetery Trust funds are in excess? I agree with Se-
lectman Gallinson: “Let’s give power to the voters to decide[…]Let’s protect 
the taxpayers.”

Faby Gagné,
Amherst

21st Annual ASC Memorial Day 
Soccer Tournament Thank You
To the editor:

Amherst Soccer Club/Hampshire FC’s 21st Annual Memorial Day Soc-
cer Tourney –The Amherst Soccer Club wishes to express our gratitude to 
the Town of Amherst, the Amherst Recreation Department, the Amherst 
School District, Cemetery Trustees, Amherst and Milford Police Depart-
ments, MCCA, Dan Ayotte, Nancy McMillan, Dwayne Andreason, DDA 
Trucking, the residents of Amherst and all of our wonderful volunteers for 
their support and work during our annual soccer tournament.  This tour-
nament wouldn’t be possible without the people and organizations named 
above and so many others that work tirelessly behind the scenes.  We host-
ed 258 teams from all over New England and NY.  Cold wet weather for 
the first two days did not detract from another successful tournament and 
we were blessed with a picture perfect day on Monday for the playoffs.  For 
more information regarding our club please visit our website at www.am-
herstsoccerclub.com  –

Peter Camello
 Board of Directors, ASC/HFC

GU13 team made the semifinals on Monday before losing  1-0 in a hard 
fought match.

Taxation and Scandals
To the editor:

I am sick and tired of our “tax and spend” Federal government and our 
state government. My father was a WWII vet who instilled in me and I, in 
turn, in my children, those virtues he thought important—honesty, duty, 
patriotism, and obeying the law. I see all around me waste of taxpayer mon-
ey, lack of transparency, and the constant need to squeeze more and more 
money out of the working taxpayer. Author Charlie LeDuff wrote “the typi-
cal politician of the current American landscape is an overfed buffoon who 
fattens at the public trough while the ribs start to show on the gaunt body 
politic.” It must take a person with no soul to run for office these days. 
There’s a cancer growing in the current government—look at all the scan-
dals. The primary tumor is in the White House and it has metastasized 
to the DOJ, Homeland Security, Treasury, IRS, State Dept and HHS. It’s 
amazing how no one knows anything—either they’re lying or grossly in-
competent. This seems to be an attempt to control the flow of information 
to the American people. Our local state rep Shannon Chandley is eager to 
spend your money and support larger government. She voted for all the 
tax increase wish list coming out of Concord. She supports Obamacare as 
well. To her credit she did oppose the casino. Senator Shaheen supported 
the IRS targeting of conservative groups. Her office will tell you the letter 
she signed with 5 other Democrats didn’t specify what groups to target, but 
how ignorant do you think we are?!!!!! Enough is enough. 2014 can’t come 
soon enough. Maybe only then can we rid ourselves of self-serving crook-
ed politicians and “overfed buffoons”. They’re not statesmen, they’re politi-
cians whose only concern is the party line from Washington. 

Susan Herceg
Amherst 

Thank You Senate Republicans
To the editor:

I would like to thank State Senator Peter Bragdon and his Republican 
colleagues for crafting a fiscally responsible budget that lives within our 
means while still funding critical services. Unlike the Governor’s budget 
and the Democrat House budget, the Republican Senate budget uses real-
istic revenue estimates and doesn’t include any tax or fee increases – such 
as the 12-cent gas tax increase, and 20-cent tobacco tax increases passed 
by House Democrats. Senate Republicans know those taxes kill jobs and 
hurt those who can least afford to pay more so they did not include them in 
their budget proposal. Over the next few weeks you will hear many of the 
usual suspects claiming that the Senate budget contains “draconian cuts” 
to essential services and to education. Don’t be fooled. The Senate budget 
invests in education, increasing the combined general fund spending to the 
University and Community College Systems by over $100 million from last 
biennium. It also appropriates $300 million more to the Health and Hu-
man Services department compared to last biennium. That is not a “cut” 
except in government-speak where if you don’t get everything you want, it’s 
a drastic reduction. New Hampshire families don’t calculate their budgets 
that way and neither should our legislature. 

Mark Vincent
Amherst 

Sportsmanship (or Lack Thereof)
To the editor:

First I would like to congratulate the Nashua World Cup U13 girls on 
their win in the semifinals of the annual Memorial Day Classic soccer tour-
nament.  The game was close, exciting, and well played.  Unfortunately, it 
was also impossible to enjoy thanks to their fans’ loud and incessant com-
plaints about the referee (who did a fine job in my opinion), their shriek-
ing every time one of our players touched one of theirs, their cheering and 
laughing when one of their players would flatten one of ours, and their per-
sonal comments about the individual players on our team.  I have been 
involved in sports for most of my life and have never experienced such a 
rude, ignorant, and classless group of spectators.  One parent even told my 
daughter’s 75-year-old grandmother to “shut up”.  Their behavior was be-
yond juvenile and most likely humiliating to their daughters.  So I’d just like 
to remind all adult spectators at such events to act like adults, shout only 
words of encouragement, keep your negative comments to yourself, set a 
good example for your kids, and remember that there are others there try-
ing to enjoy the game.  It’s unfortunate that a few poor sports can ruin an 
otherwise fun and friendly tournament.

Debra Quinlan
Mont Vernon

Mountain Bikers in Amherst Be 
Warned…
To the editor:

There has been mountain bike traffic on the Pond Parish trails lately. 
Our Board of Selectmen approved in April 2012, an ordinance to FORBID 
mountain bicycles on town property on the urging of the ACC.  Fines im-
posed would be up to $1,000.  With this, there are very few trails approved 
for mountain bike traffic.

I walk those trails daily and the mountain bikes leave no more an im-
pression on the land than a footprint.  As long as the mountain bikers don’t 
travel in a pack, I see no issue. However, I did notice a tossed empty Gato-
rade bottle that had water in it.  There is no doubt in my mind it was tossed 
by a mountain biker.  I was angry.  DON’T LITTER or you’ll never have an 
opportunity to repeal this ordinance.

If you want to ride the trails on your mountain bike, rally the Selectman 
and the ACC to reconsider.  For now, stay off the trails and DON’T LIT-
TER.

Madeleine O’Mara
Amherst Thanks for Helping to Fund  

Scholarships
To the editor:

The second annual pancake breakfast to benefit the Gail Westergren Me-
morial Scolarship Fund was held Saturday, May 11 at the Milford Masonic 
Temple. Between the breakfast and a raffle for a gift basket of gift certifi-
cates, we raised over $3000.00!

There are many people that need to be thanked for making this all pos-
sible. I would like to thank the Masonic Lodge of Milford for the use of 
the facilities, The Milford DeMolay group for help serving the breakfast, 
my family ( yes Amber, you are family!) who helped tremendously, and es-
pecially P.J. Lajeunesse without whom I could never have made this work!

I would like to thank the following for donating products for the break-
fast; Brady’s American Grill in Peterborough, Parkers Maple Barn, Long-
horn Steakhouse of Amherst, Walmart, Shaw’s and Stop & Shop of Mil-
ford.

This year we added the raffle of a gift basket of gift certificates at the 
breakfast, and I would like to thank the following for donating gift cer-
tificates; Yankee Chef, Union Street Grill, Café on the Oval, The Salon at 
Hampshire Hills, Tiebreakers Restaurant, Dr. Phillip Aubrey, Country Club 
Kennel, Domino’s of Milford, Lock’s Landing Salon, Attorney Sheliah Kau-
fold, Orde Farm of Hollis, Amigo’s, RDP Plumbing & Heating, Walmart of 
Amherst, Knight Farm CSA Amherst, J.Pest Services, Supercuts, Longhorn 
Steakhouse of Amherst and Walt’s Service Station in Amherst.

This year we will be giving two $2000.00 scholarships to two very de-
serving students!

For more information on this scholarship, or to donate to it, please con-
tact the Souhegan Scholarship Foundation at souheganscholarshipfounda-
tion.org.

I can’t forget to thank all those who attended the breakfast and pur-
chased raffle tickets! Thanks to all of you we can continue the dream of my 
sister Gail!

                                                                                                  
 Bill Kaufold
Souhegan Scholarship Foundation

Fantastic Journey Cut Short by 
Health
To the editor:

This past winter, I came down with Pneumonia – something a healthy 
person should be able to fight off; perhaps it was the “can do” attitude of 
working seven days a week, or maybe the 3+ hour commute from our new 
home on the tip of Cape Cod several days a week over the past two years 
that took its toll.  I had to make a lifestyle change.

The decision to transition aurvara to new ownership was difficult be-
cause I was able to work in my chosen profession, making our guests com-
fortable and happy, and above all, had developed a team of like-minded, 
progressive people that believed we could really make a difference. These 
have been my friends for so many years.

I was extremely fortunate to connect with Laura Faucon of Synthesis Spa 
in Nashua who has purchased aurvara and will now meld the two business-
es and staffs into one super destination for beauty in Amherst.

This week, on June 13th, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. we are having a “meet and 
greet” Open House for all of our guests and and staffs to come together and 
mingle with some delicious “goodies” and to celebrate our two ventures.  It 
will be our “Thank you” for making it all possible!

For me it has been a fantastic journey and a pure pleasure to have touched 
so many lives, because they have truly touched mine. I want to wish my 
staff, our guests the best in the future years to come.  I’ll be thinking of you!

Sincerely,
Sheila A. Osborn
aurvara Salon, Amherst

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours for this 

month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio Furniture, 
Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Discount Pool Supplies
Our prices beat all of the discount chains and the internet.


