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School News

Challenging Perceptions 
and Stereotypes

Senior Project – Souhegan’s Best 
Kept Secret? Banner Year for Souhegan High 

School’s Community Council
A look at this year’s proposals and activities

By Nathan C. Castle, 
CommuNity CouNCil CommuNiCator

There were a number of important proposals voted on by the SHS 
Community Council this year. In total, there were eleven propos-
als, dealing with a diverse array of issues, including scheduling, AP 
classes, Fang Fest, and homework procedure. 

Founded in 1992, the Community Council is Souhegan High 
School’s primary procedure-making body. The Council derives its 
power to create and modify in-school procedure from the Souhegan 
Cooperative School Board. The Council is composed of 47 represen-
tatives, including320 students and 10 faculty members, as well as 
community members, Board members and an Advisor.

Dealing with issues of great importance to the school commu-
nity, Community Council’s domain includes everything from dis-
ciplinary procedure to its annual events. The Community Coun-
cil thoroughly considers proposals, which may be proposed by 
any community member, before voting. By allowing stakeholders 
to participate, the Community Council ensures that all voices are 
heard. The diverse representation also ensures that concerns are ad-
dressed thoroughly.

The following proposals that modify school procedure have been 
passed by Community Council this year and are in various stages 
of implementation:
• Virtual School Day – The Community Council voted to approve 

the creation of a proposal to the NH Department of Education to 
allow for “virtual school days” in the event of a school closing.

• School Scheduling l – The Community Council voted to proceed 
with implementation of an 8-period day for the 2013-2014 
school day. The “8 Should Wait” proposal would have delayed 
this, but was defeated at the 05/20/13 meeting.

• Eliminating Homework Over Vacations – The Community Council 
voted to eliminate homework over vacations for non-AP classes. 
This will go into effect for the 2013-2014 school academic year.

The following proposals could affect procedure, and remain on the 
table:

• Paper Towels – This proposal would remove hand dryers from 
the main building restrooms and replace them with paper towel 
dispensers.

• A Critical Look at Advanced Placement Courses – This propos-
al would result in the formation of a committee to examine AP 
courses and alternative advanced curriculums, with the goal of 
installing a more rigorous and effective advanced curriculum 
across SHS.

Community Council is generally the last step for a proposal. If an 
appeal to a proposal is defeated by Council, it can then be brought to 
the School Board, which would make the final decision. Additional-
ly, the School Board does have veto power over Community Council 
decisions, but that power has yet to be exercised.

The outstanding volume of important proposals and community 
participation have made this a historic year for Community Coun-
cil. We would like to thank all of the community members who have 
taken time to share their thoughts on important issues throughout 
the year, and remind the communities of Amherst & Mont Vernon 
that all community members are encouraged to come to meetings, 
become informed, and participate in the democratic process within 
Souhegan High School.

By Nathan Castle

Something amazing happened at 
Souhegan High School last week – 
nearly 200 students came together 
to present publicly on topics rang-
ing from computer science to hu-
man trafficking. These weren’t any 
ordinary classroom presentations; 
they represent the culmination of 
months of research, active applica-
tion of that research, and real-world 
learning facilitated by industry ex-
perts in their related fields. 

Senior Project is an incredible op-
portunity for students to dive deep 
into a field of interest, conduct ex-
tensive research, interact with ex-
perts, scientists and industry pro-
fessionals, and deeply engage in an 
area of personal passion. I would 
argue that no other academic ex-
perience in high school enables 
this kind of deep connection, and 
few experiences are as personalized 
to an individual student as Senior 
Project. 

Through the Senior Project pro-
cess, students demonstrate mastery 
of a topic within a field of personal 
interest. While academic research 
alone can be very positive, a unique 
aspect of Senior Project is the re-
quirement that students demon-
strate their learning through its ap-
plication to an authentic product. 
It is truly amazing what students 
can do. Applied products from this 
year’s Senior Projects include, but 
are not limited to, hand-forged met-
alwork, computer programs, mu-
sical compositions, stained-glass 
windows, Lippmann photographs, 
musical instruments, School Board 
proposals and many more. It truly is 
amazing what the students can do 
in just a few months’ time. 

It is difficult to think of many 
events like Senior Project week, 
where students educate their peers 

and demonstrates the extent of 
their newly acquired knowledge. 
The closest analog that comes to 
mind is the TED conference, where 
professionals in scientific and cul-
tural fields present their work in 20 
minutes – the same length as a Se-
nior Project presentation. There is 
another remarkable similarity be-
tween TED talks and Senior Project 
presentations; the quality and pro-
fessionalism of many of these Se-
nior Projects are on par with a pro-
fessionally presented TED talk.

I was fortunate enough to have 
the pleasure of attending several of 
these Senior Projects. While I did 
have high expectations for these 
presentations, the overall quality 
exceeded them in nearly every di-
mension. For students, the qual-
ity of these presentations was as-
tounding – it was difficult to believe 
that students could present so well. 
These students had no problem 
presenting their project for twenty 
minutes, demonstrating strong pre-
sentation skills throughout. 

As a graduation requirement, Se-
nior Project guarantees that every 
graduating senior has the public 
speaking and independent working 
skills that will allow them to be suc-
cessful in the professional world. In 
addition, by working with an out-
side expert, students gain the skills 
they need to interact with profes-
sionals, both in person and elec-
tronically. These skills have given, 
and will continue to give students 
an advantage – in college, work and 
life.

If you haven’t had the chance to 
see a Senior Project presentation, 
you are missing out. Fortunate-
ly, all Senior Project presentations 
are open to the public. Consider at-
tending a Senior Project presenta-
tion next year – these presentations 
are worth your while. 

By: amanda Judkins

As we enter the 21st century, im-
age has become more important 
than anything. Overall appearance 
is judged by peers, family, friends, 
and strangers in a split second. Tat-
toos have added another layer to 
image perceptibility. Though not 
always visible, they are permanent 
and easily misunderstood by those 
who pass by. These permanent im-
ages are injected deep within the 
skin, containing meanings, memo-
ries, or shameful mistakes. 

In a survey that I conducted in 
the local community, I put together 
a series of six images containing tat-
toos. The survey-takers were asked 
to write down the first word that 
came to mind after looking at each 
image. These surveys were hand-
ed out at the Milford Legion and to 
both staff and students of Souhegan 
High School. 

The first image portrayed on the 
survey was a skull and bones. Af-
ter tallying the surveys, 88% of 
survey-takers viewed the tattoo as 
scary or representing death. 

The second image was of a but-
terfly, which 72% of the survey-tak-
ers viewed as pretty and serene. 
Another image displayed on the 
survey was that of a gang tattoo. 
80% viewed this tattoo as poor-
ly done and many said they would 
have a negative perception of this 
person. 

Other tattoos portrayed were a 
cross tribute, an Irish crest, and 
a tribal design. These statistics 
proved that tattoos allow for quick 
and sometimes inaccurate judg-
ments of the person with them. So, 
I ask you that next time you see a 
tattoo that quick starts emotions, 
stereotypes, or judgments, to in-
stead ask the person about the story 
or meaning behind the tattoo. 

Example of tatoo art explored by Amanda Judkins

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Serving the Souhegan Valley Region since 1994 ~ Family Owned and Operated

GROOminG 7 dayS a week! 
  dOGGie daycaRe: Full day $15 •1/2 day $10

BOaRdinG:  dogs $22/day • cats $15/day
discounts available for multiple family pets

Now enrolling for 2013-2014
Please call 672-3168 today!

Preschool, ages 3-5
Morning or Afternoon extended 

Kindergarten offered from
8:00 a.m. drop off, until 3:00 p.m. 

walk to Clark or pick up
• Social & emotional readiness

• Learning through play
• Family events

• Nonprofit
• Est. 1995

















AppleCore Scholarships  


120 Prospect St., Fitchburg, MA                                      

978-342-6053     




Going...Going...GONE!!

All Brighton Retired Items
Now at

50% OFF!!
Final Sale

RETIREMENT SALE!

alapageboutique.com
25 S. River Rd    Bedford, NH

603.622.0550

Need a full time Nanny?
Day time or night time 

babysitter?
32+ yr old Amherst native

  14 years exp teacher/private nanny
B.A. in early education 

References 
call Becca Dunlap Agnese
617 620 9456 ~ cell

Beccabee3@hotmail.com

The ToadsTool 
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

Daniel Palmer
Tue., June 18, 7 p.m.

Join us at the Hollis Social Library for 
a special evening featuring the local au-
thor of thrilling suspense (Delirious,  

Helpless) with his timely novel of 
identity theft,“stolen”.

————— 
Craig Johnson
Tue., June 25, 7 p.m.

Visiting from Wyoming – please 
join us in welcoming the acclaimed 

author of the Walt Longmire mystery 
series (the basis for the hit A&E TV 
show longmire) as he chats about 

his writing and signs the latest, 
“a serpent’s tootH”.

————— 
www.toadbooks.com

Watch for the Special Graduation / Summer Fun Section in the 
June 25th issue of The Amherst Citizen! Deadline for editorial and 

advertising is Wednesday, June 19th

ADVERTISERS:  Find out how easy and cost-effective 
it is to reach every resident and business in Amherst 

and Mont Vernon. Call 603-672-9444 TODAY! Let’s Get Social!
www.amherstcitizen.com


