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Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

For over forty years, the Amherst 
Town Library has offered a summer 
reading program to help children 
maintain literacy skills during the sum-
mer and to create a love of reading as a 
leisure activity. The theme of this sum-
mer’s reading program is Dig Into Reading… 
so come and “dig into” some of the books and 
programs at your local library.  The program will run 
from June 24 to August 9.  On Thursday, August 8, from 
2-4pm, there will be a celebratory Ice Cream Social on 
the Town Green.  If we reach our goal of 5,500 hours 
of reading, Miss Sarah and Miss Sue have promised to 
eat some chocolate-covered ants!! This is something 
they’ve never done before, so make sure they get the 
chance—sign up for the program and read!  

For more information, please visit the library website 
www.amherst.lib.nh.us or call 673-2288. The ‘calendar 
of events’ link will give you the most up-to-date infor-
mation on programming.  Registration begins June 24.  
Elementary 

As in the past, participants will keep a reading log.  
The log will chart the time they spend reading, with 
stops along the way to earn raffle tickets, free books, 
and prizes.  There is also space to record the favorite 
books you have read during the summer.
Middle School/High School

Participants will be awarded a “book buck” for each 
book they read during the program. “Bucks” may be re-
deemed for instant prizes, entered into weekly raffles, 
or used to “buy” books.   Special programs will be of-
fered for students in middle and high school.

Re-Occurring Programs

Storytimes
Drop in anytime your schedule permits!
Baby Listeners  Newborn—age 2: 10:30 am on Fri-

days, June 28 - August 9
Family Storytime---our summer storytime is a mix 

of stories, songs, rhymes, and puppets.  All ages are wel-
come, although the stories presented will be targeted to 
the 3-6 age range. 10:00am on Tuesdays, July 2 to Aug.6

Storytime at Baboosic Lake with Miss Sue
Pack a lunch and head on down to the town beach for 

some stories by the water.
Thursdays at 12 noon.  From July 5 to Aug 2, weather 

permitting.
Stories at the Farmer’s Market
Let the kids listen to stories while you shop for fresh 

local produce!
Thursdays at 3pm.  From July 5 to Aug 2, weather 

permitting.
Read to Your Librarian 
 Are you just beginning to read, or are you already an 

expert? Either way, you don’t want to let your skills get 
rusty over the summer.  Sign up to read aloud to Miss 
Sarah or Miss Sue, and keep your “reading muscles” in 
shape!  You can bring in a favorite book from home, or 
choose one of the many wonderful books here at the 
library.

Read to Your Librarian is offered every Monday af-
ternoon from 2-3pm, from July 1 to August 5.  Sign-up 

in the Children’s Room for a 15-minute 
reading appointment.

Matinee Movies : 2pm on Tues-
days---July 3  to Aug. 7

Drop in to watch a movie on our 
big screen!  The library is dry on a 
rainy day and cool on a hot day!  
Bring your water bottle and a pillow, 
we’ll provide the popcorn! All mov-
ies rated either G or PG---check our 
website for listings.

Terrific Thursdays---Family Event 
Series from June 27 to Aug. 1
Every Thursday at 10:30am*(no pro-

gram on July 4), come to the Children’s 
Room for a fun-filled performance.  No regis-

tration is necessary—come to one, or come to them 
all!  Here’s the line-up:
June 27 Norman Ng, Magician ages 4 and up  
July 11 “Mad Science” workshop ages 5 and up 
July 18  2nd Annual Amherst Pet Show  all ages
July 25    Amy Conley Music   all ages
Aug. 1  The Amazing Bubbleman  ages 5 and up

Special Programs
Dig into fun…with these special Wednesday pro-

grams! (register for these programs online at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us)
Cave-In Craft Time Wednesday, July 10 at 2 PM  

We’re going to make our own cave paintings to deco-
rate the library and/or to bring home. We’ll provide the 
materials--come on down to the library to get in touch 
with your inner cave dweller!!   Ages 6 and up. Registra-
tion required.
 “Dig into the Deep Sea” WednesdayJuly 17 at 
1 PM 

The Children’s Museum of NH presents a program  
where kids will learn about the deepest trenches of the 
ocean floor, and the creatures that live there.  Everyone 
will go home with a take-home glowing creature activ-
ity.  Ages 5 and up. Registration required.
Rock-out Craft Time Wednesday July 24 at 2 
PM  

It’s time to decorate that beautiful rock you’ve been 
saving! Come on down to the Children’s Room---
we’ll supply the decorative materials and the inspira-
tion---you supply the rocks!  Ages 7 and up. Registra-
tion required.
Teddy Bear Sleepover Wednesday, July 31st at 
6:30 PM 

Do you have a stuffed animal that would like to spend 
the night at the library?  Bring them along to a spe-
cial teddy-themed storyhour, make them a pillow, and 
put them to bed wherever you’d like in the Children’s 
Room.  You can pick them up in the morning, and we’ll 
have photos for you to see what they did all night!  Ages 
3 and up. Registration required.
Spanish-is-Fun---Summer!

For four Wednesday mornings in July, our beloved 
Senora Rowley will be joining us for a special, 4-week 
SUMMER SPANISH program! Sign up now for Span-
ish-is-Fun--Summer.  Senora will introduce children to 
the Spanish language with her winning combination of 
songs, rhymes, and games--it’s always lots and lots of 
fun!  For children ages 4 and up.  It’s not necessary to at-
tend every session--sign up for as many as your sched-
ule permits. 11:00-11:45 July 10, 17, 24, and 31. Register 
online at www.amherst.lib.nh.us
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It’s About Conservation

Meeting Old Friends 
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

When out waking, I look for old friends and al-
ways hope to find new ones.  We don’t talk much.  
I listen and they tell stories – stories of why they 
came to these woods and what their families have 
been doing.  They chat about the neighbors and 
how the neighborhood has changed over the years.  
People?  No. These friends are the trees in the 
woods and along the country by-ways.  Each one 
has a story.  Collectively, they speak volumes about 
their family trees – so to speak.

Have you walked down a long-abandoned road 
and seen a couple of venerable sugar maples about 
30 feet apart up the bank?  Behind them look for 
the cellar hole of a home built 150 to 200 years 
ago.  Such can be seen framing the entrance to the 
new Grater Woods parking area where Mr. Fuller 
planted two saplings to shade his new home and 
family in summer and provide sugary sap in spring 
time.

As you continue, the trail heads downhill.  Even 
in the drier months you can see where the land and 
the forest floor benefit from increasing amounts of 
moisture.  The hardwood oaks and beeches at the 
top of the hill are first joined and then replaced by 
the softer pines and hemlocks as soil moisture in-
creases.  Along with the trees, the ground cover of 
ferns also changes from hay-scented species of the 
ridge to royal and cinnamon species as a wetland 
is approached.

The trees can tell about the neighborhood and, 
like neighborhoods in town, how it is changing.  

Here and there, a young 
sprout of an American 
chestnut with it elongat-
ed toothed leaves strug-
gles up from the roots of a former forest giant, 
doomed like its ancestors by an invasive fungus.  In 
the same way, tall straight ash trunks stand naked, 
unable to fight back against a relatively new killed 
from off shore.  Somewhat akin to city neighbor-
hoods changed by immigrating populations, our 
forests’ composition will change as newcomers ar-
rive, welcome or not.

Trees can tell the walker about Nature’s other 
forces.  Some rocky slopes still show the effects 
after 20 years from gypsy moth defoliation of the 
rock oaks followed by two more years of drought.  
Lightning too, can create change on a micro-scale 
when a tall tree is fried, leaving a new skylight in 
the canopy for sunlight to reach the forest floor 
and release a crop of dormant saplings.  As you 
walk, look for a tree with a chiseled groove from 
top to bottom where the lightning bolt burned its 
way to earth.

Oh yes, the trailside trees can be friends and sto-
rytellers.  For more on this read “Forest Forensics” 
by Tom Wessels and get out into those friendly 
woods.  They really are friendly.

Visit the ACC table on July Fourth to see maps 
of our forests and the trails in them.  There will be 
Walk Book updates for the new trails in town in-
cluding the Grater Woods Trail. 
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603.594.WASH (9274)
BlueSkyPowerWashing.com

    603.672.2631
BrothersWhoPaint.com

Open Mon - Sat
9 am- 5 pm

Sundays   Noon- 4 pm

Annual Summer 
Tent Sale

SALE ENDS JuLy 6th!

Summer sizzles and we have imported a full house of amazing 
rugs to please your eyes and beautify your home and office:

Hundreds of Handwoven rugs in:
Traditional • Transitional • Tribal • Contemporary

Mansion Sizes, Stair & Hallway Runners, Rounds, 
Squares, Octagons & Collectible pieces.

 50%-70% Off! 
Natural Dye-Color Explosion

(603) 472-8200
280 Route 101, Bedford, NH

www.mirsultanrugs.com

Black Bear Happenings in New Hampshire
AMHERST – Has a bear been feast-

ing on your bird feeder?  Want to learn 
more about that bear?  Come to the 
Amherst Town Library’s presenta-
tion, “Black Bear Happenings in New 
Hampshire,” on Wednesday, July 10 at 
7 p.m.  This is the second program of 
the summer series for adults, Breaking 
New Ground.  Local NH Department 
of Fish and Game volunteer and envi-
ronmental engineer Rich Masters will 
explore some recent bear encounters 
in New Hampshire and how to avoid 
or handle them. Included in the talk 
will be information on the natural his-
tory of our native wildlife, and related 
research and management activities in 
New Hampshire.

Registration required.  See proce-
dure above.

New Hampshire: A State Of Mind
AMHERST – Join us at the Am-

herst Town Library for a humorous 
romping look at New Hampshire 
history with “New Hampshire: 
A State of Mind,” on Wednesday, 
July 17 at 7 p.m.  This is the third 
program of the summer series for 
adults, Breaking New Ground.  A 
lecturer in Hospitality Manage-
ment at the University of New 
Hampshire and a longtime hotelier, 
presenter Carl Lindblade will dis-
cuss the state’s quirks, highlighting 
such topics as colonial days, current 
political traditions, and culture.

Carl began his hotel career at the 
Balsams Resort in Dixville Notch 
and for the past 40+ years has op-

erated 3 and 4 diamond hotels and 
resorts.  In addition to years of 
hands on experience he brings a 
commitment to community and in-
dustry service.  Among his assign-
ments he was a delegate to the 1995 
White House Conference on Trav-
el and Tourism, Interim Director of 
the NH Office of Travel and Tour-
ism Development, Innkeeper of the 
Year, Travel Person of the Year, Past 
President of the NH Lodging and 
Restaurant Association and Amer-
ican Hotel and Lodging Association 
Volunteer of the Year. 

Registration required.  See proce-
dure above.

Carl Lindblade is scheduled to offer 
the program “New Hampshire: A 
State of Mind” on Wednesday, July 
17 at 7 p.m. at the Amherst Town 
Library.

Birdwatching in NH With Eric Masterson
AMHERST – The Amherst 

Town Library presents “Bird-
watching in New Hampshire” on 
Wednesday, July 24 at 7 p.m.  It is 
the fourth program in the summer 
series for adults, Breaking New 
Ground. Eric Masterson, author of 
the recently published book Bird-
watching in New Hampshire, will 
present an audiovisual presenta-
tion on finding the more than 300 
species of birds that occur annual-
ly in New Hampshire. 

Finding good birds can be 
summed up in two words, where 
and when.  Masterson’s book contains maps to more 
than 120 of the best birding sites in New Hampshire, 
and during the presentation, he will focus on the ques-
tion when. And, the when is not just a function of the 
calendar.  Wind, rain, and habitat all change, some-
times rapidly, to create ideal conditions for seeing the 
best that New Hampshire has to offer.

Eric Masterson has worked for twelve years in the field 
of environmental conservation, including eight years at 
New Hampshire Audubon. He currently serves on the 
New Hampshire Rare Bird Committee and is a season-
al editor for the quarterly journal, New Hampshire Bird 
Records. His book, Birdwatching in New Hampshire, 

has just been released by Universi-
ty Press of New England: 

“Eric Masterson has written 
an excellent bird-finding guide. It 
is clearly written, beautifully illus-
trated, and nicely designed. Not 
only does he give clear descrip-
tions of where to find birds in New 
Hampshire, but he also details 
when and under what weather 
conditions they are most like-
ly seen. Up-to-date references to 
internet sites are also a welcome 
feature. This guide is a must-have 

for anybody birding New England.”     – Don and Lillian 
Stokes.

Registration:
All events are free and open to the public.  Howev-

er, registration is REQUIRED due to space limitations.  
You can register for all the programs of the Library’s 
Breaking New Ground summer series by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us or by visit-
ing: www.amherst.lib.nh.us and selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”  The final program in the series is “A Year in 
the Life of a Honeybee Colony and its Beekeeper,” on 
August 7 at 7 p.m.

Amherst Town Library Events

Prarie Warbler, Goffstown

Learn how to avoid or handle bears, Wednesday, July 10 at 7 p.m.


