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Schools

Souhegan’s SRO, John Smith, Nominated for   
Innovation in the Classroom Award

By Theresa Berna, 
Mathematics Teacher 

and Ane Swift, 
Mathematics teacher and 
Department Coordinator

AMHERST – John Smith has 
been recognized by his fellow 
Souhegan colleagues as an out-
standing School Resource Officer 
(SRO), both in and out of the class-
room. John was recently nominat-
ed for the Innovation in the Class-
room Award, sponsored by NASRO 
(National Association of School Re-
source Officers). As the School Re-
source Officer at Souhegan High 
School, John is much more than an 
SRO; he is an integral part of the 
school’s positive and safe culture as 
well as a collaborator in our class-
rooms.  

John not only fully epitomizes the 
vision Souhegan holds for an SRO, 
but he has expanded our school-
wide understanding of the possi-
bilities of the SRO for contributing 
to a positive and safe school cul-
ture. Perhaps most enriching to the 
lives of students at Souhegan is his 
willingness to collaborate on cur-
ricular units in the classroom.  In 
so doing, he brings his innovative 
ideas to where the students are – 
the classroom. Alongside teachers, 
John makes positive and meaning-
ful connections with students of all 
walks of life.  

While John’s primary focus is al-
ways on education and safety, more 
than that, he wants to be a familiar 
face for the students, someone to 
whom they can go whenever need-
ed. By collaborating on interdisci-
plinary units with teachers, John 
broadens his reach and students’ 

understanding of who he is and how 
he can serve as a resource to them.

John puts students at ease and 
builds relationships in which stu-
dents feel comfortable in approach-
ing him, and yet he still commands 
the respect that his position re-
quires.  This balance is very evident 
throughout the unit he co-teaches 
each year in AP Statistics on im-
paired driving, called Drunken 
Goggles.  Together with the teach-
ers, John teaches students about the 
signs of impaired driving and has 
them collect data using the Drunk-
en Goggles to conduct their statis-
tical analysis. John uses this collab-
oration as an opportunity to share 
important information with stu-
dents about the dangers of drunk 
driving, the laws surrounding it, 
and the clues of impairment when 
performing the “Walk and Turn” 
test. John is able to be lightheart-
ed and have real conversations 
with students while still impressing 
upon them the seriousness of im-
paired driving.  

John always keeps students and 
their safety at the forefront of his 
work through positive, creative and 
educational collaborations with 
school staff and programs.  Anoth-
er example of his innovative ways 
of reaching students is his collabo-
ration with Math teachers to design 
an accident reconstruction unit in 
AP Calculus. In this unit, students 
synthesize what they have learned 
throughout the year to derive the 
“skid-to-stop” formulas used in ac-
cident reconstruction. Students an-
alyze the skid marks during a field 
day out in the school parking lot to 
determine the speed of the vehicle.  
Students then apply “conservation 

of momentum” formulas to learn 
the facts of an actual accident case.  
John has been instrumental in en-
suring that this project is directly 
related to the work accident recon-
structionists perform on a daily ba-
sis.  He even went so far as to enroll 
in a course on accident reconstruc-
tion so that he could bring authen-
tic and accurate information to stu-
dents. 

John has also developed authentic 
curricular connections for students 
by arranging for the Amherst Police 
Department reconstruction team 
to observe the validity of their work. 
With John’s help, teachers connect-
ed with the Human Performance 
Lab at the University of Massachu-
setts, meeting with professional Ac-
cident Reconstructionists to make 
the project as authentic as possible 
for students.  With a focus on acci-
dent prevention, not only do the stu-
dents determine what happened but 
they also look at what could have 
been done to prevent the accident.  
This year John is helping teachers 
ramp up the project by having the 
Amherst Fire Department set up a 
crash scene for the kids to analyze.  
John continually crafts ways for stu-
dents to make connections between 
what they learn in class and how 
it impacts them on a daily basis.  
Throughout the AP Calculus unit, 
he not only ensures that students 
see the authentic nature of their 
work but also facilitates students’ 
ability to establish positive relation-
ships with the police and fire de-
partments within the community.  
These relationships are instrumen-
tal in helping students see the im-
portance of the Math curriculum 
in their lives. More significantly, 

though, John is building positive re-
lationships with students that they 
come to rely on.

These examples just scratch the 
surface of the many ways in which 
John is involved in the school, how 
he raises awareness for students, 
and advocates for the role of the 
SRO in schools. From courses as 
varied as Ethics and Psychology, to 
Health, all levels of Math courses, as 
well as Advisory, John is involved in 
curriculum design, co-teaching and 
connecting with students in a wide 
range of settings. John creates these 
opportunities through his rapport 
with both teachers and students, 
taking on these roles in addition to 
arranging for speakers and organiz-
ing fun and engaging safety chal-
lenges and fundraising activities. 
(He has even written grants in or-
der to fund purchase of needed ma-
terials!)

John has also played an integral 
role in communicating to the larg-
er educational community the var-
ious strategies an SRO can employ 
to help teens make safe choices and 
create a positive school culture. The 
collaborative team that developed 
the Math curriculum with John 
submitted a proposal and was ac-
cepted to present at a national ed-
ucational conference, the Coalition 
of Essential Schools’ Fall Forum. 
John shared in presenting our Math 
collaborations and other roles the 
SRO can play in school.  

John has developed many innova-
tive ways to entrench himself in the 
everyday lives of students, blending 
core curriculum, fun and commu-
nity building with safety education. 

Applewild School Open House - 
Wednesday, July 3

FITCHBURG, MA – Take a Look Morning – 9:00 AM - Ap-
plewild School (coeducational independent day school for grades 
K - 8 serving families in central MA and southern NH) is hosting 
an Open House. Prospective parents are invited to meet at 9:00 
AM at the Crocker Building, 120 Prospect St., Fitchburg, MA for 
an opportunity to tour the school.  No RSVP necessary.  For more 
information please call the Admission Office, 978-342-6053, x110 
or visit www.applewild.org

Amherst Orthodontics Awards 
Scholarship to Courtney Hopp 

Amherst OrthOdOntics is prOud tO AnnOunce the recipients 
Of the 2013 Amherst OrthOdOntic scientific schOlArship. 
Applications were accepted from graduates ranking in the top 10% of their 
class who are pursuing a college education in the healthcare profession. 
Dr. Deb DeBeradinis poses with the scholarship winners, appearing from 
left to right, Courtney Hopp from Souhegan High School will be attend-
ing San Diego State University, Colleen Plesac from Hollis Brookline High 
School will be attending University of Miami, Dr. Deb DeBeradinis, and 
Samantha Guiry from Milford High School will be attending Dartmouth   
College.  Not pictured is Samantha Philip from Bedford High School.   
Congratulations ladies!

Local Student Receives Scholastic 
Awards at Nashua Catholic

NASHUA –  Julia Kraw-
iec (daughter of Wojciech 
and Malgorzata Krawiec), 
Mary Francis Barowski 
(daughter of John Barows-
ki), and Emma Rockstrom 
(daughter of Erik and Kath-
leen Rockstrom) all of Am-
herst, was honored during 
the Nashua Catholic Re-
gional Junior High School 
scholastic awards ceremony 
last week.  

Krawiec received The 
Bishop Guertin Book Award 
during the  awards cere-
mony.  This academic book 
award is given to one eighth 
grade student who is en-
rolled at Bishop Guertin 
High School for the upcom-
ing fall and displays aca-
demic achievement in the 
Arts, Literature, Science and 
Math. This student possess-
es strong character and val-
ues and is respected by the 
faculty as well as her peers.  
Krawiec also received Pre-
mio de Oro medal and the fourth 
highest in the state on the National 
Spanish Exam.

Both Barowski and Rockstrom 
scored above 73 percent on the Na-
tional Spanish exam to receive the 
Mencion Honorifica.  They plan to 

attend Bishop Guertin High School 
in the fall. 

For more information, please 
contact the Admission Office at 
603.882.7011, or learn more by vis-
iting the school’s website at www.
ncrjhs.org. 

Julia Krawiec of Amherst, following the 
scholastic awards ceremony at Nashua 
Catholic Regional Junior High where she re-
ceived The Bishop Guertin Book Award and 
top honors on the National Spanish Exam 
with the fourth highest score in the state.

Chinese Visitors On the Ropes at SHS  
by Jeanne Neverisky 

When the principal from the 
Shenzhen delegation to Brown Uni-
versity signed-up to come to the US 
for an education exchange program, 
he undoubtedly did not imagine 
himself 35 feet above ground, in the 
trees, standing on a cable.  Partici-
pant in The Brown University-Shen-
zhen Exchange program, he was 
among the 24 Chinese delegates vis-
iting Souhegan for the day on June 
6.  Dan Bisaccio, former teacher 
at SHS, and now Director of Sci-
ence Education at Brown, brought 
the group here to see a progressive 
school model in action.  

When Dan offered to one of the 
visitors to observe the class at the 
ropes course, more than half of the 
group opted to go along.  With the 
help of a translator, instructor John 
Dowd explained to the group how 
the ropes course functions.  Spon-
taneously, one visitor asked if he 
could go up.  While he suited up in a 
harness, John gave directions which 
were translated through interpret-
ers.  

SHS Students Rylee Noorda, Al-
exandria DeFranco and Emily Shaw-
-freshmen in the Wellness class—
belayed for the climber, providing 
stability in case of a mis-step.  The 
High Ropes Course at SHS teaches 
students all aspects of how to climb 

safely and helps build confidence 
and trust while challenging their 
comfort zone.   Teacher John Dowd 
is a founding member of Souhegan, 
bringing years of outdoor experi-
ence in Outward Bound and AMC 
to the students. 

With encouragement from his 
colleagues and John, and a little 
friendly teasing too, our hero made 
it across the wire.  When he re-
turned across the cable he let him-
self slip to be caught by the belay-
ers and his harness. Later, one other 
bold visitor gave it a try. 

The visitors had come to SHS 
to observe the more creative ap-
proach to education that schools in 
the US—especially Souhegan--of-
fer. Pointing to artwork in a show-
case, one visitor commented, ”we 
don’t have that” in Chinese schools.  
In Matt McDonald’s Social Studies 
class, students played a game using 
their knowledge of capitalism, com-
munism, and socialism.  Chris Her-
old’s class shared topics in the cur-
rent World Studies arena. China is 
looking to bring some of these ed-
ucational practices that encourage 
creativity to their schools, via ex-
changes such as the Brown-Shen-
zhen program.

Back at the ropes course, the 
climber-visitor said he had wanted 
to do “something exciting”— and it 
was! 

SHS Junior Research Project
As a graduation requirement, ev-

ery junior at Souhegan High School 
completes an extended researched 
writing project, warmly referred 
to as the “JRP,” or Junior Research 
Project. Beginning in the fall tri-
mester, students practice their re-
searched writing skills through 
the year by completing smaller and 
more teacher-directed research 
projects related to the themes and 
topics in their World Literature and 
World Studies courses.  

The Final JRP in the spring re-
quires students to be actively en-
gaged in and take ownership of 
their learning. Students select a 
global issue of their own choosing 
and craft an Essential Question to 
guide their research. Ultimately, the 
JRP demonstrates students’ ability 
to craft a thesis-driven argument 
that is in-depth and complex. It 
must be supported with convincing 
evidence from at least five different 
sources and sustained with clar-

ity, coherent organization and an 
authoritative voice for five to nine 
pages. 

A key focus of the JRP is that 
students’ position on their chosen 
topic is arguable and defendable, 
meaning, they take a position worth 
defending and argue it with credible 
and reliable evidence as well as crit-
ical analysis.  The key to a success-
ful argument, though, lies in the 
crafting of a solid Essential Ques-
tion.  Without a compelling ques-
tion, researching and forming a po-
sition is much more difficult.  The 
Essential Questions listed below 
represent the entirety of this year’s 
junior class’ research questions, 
save a handful. The questions are as 
wide-ranging as the students who 
wrote them. What connects them, 
however, is that they are not only 
student-driven, but global in nature, 
complex and debatable.  

Greek Week at AMS
During the week of June 13th to the 19th, the sixth grade students at Am-

herst Middle School stepped back in time to experience life as a citizen of 
ancient Greece.  This week of events is known as “Greek Week”.  The events 
included a study of Greek mythology, a simulation game of life in the ago-
ra (marketplace), and an experiment to try and get water to flow uphill by 
creating aqueducts.  Our Olympics were held at the Souhegan High School 
Track and Field Complex on Tuesday, June 18th.  The sporting events in-
cluded running, jumping, and throwing activities, as well as a “chariot race” 
(remember the good, old wheel barrow race of long ago?) The students also 
practiced plays of Greek myths.  The highlight of the week was the presen-
tation of these dramatic stage plays by the children on Wednesday.  This 
was followed by a delicious barbeque put on by parent volunteers.  The 
day ended with an intense Tug-o-War competition between homerooms.  
Overall, Greek Week was a huge success!  The sixth grade teachers would 
like to thank all the parents and kids for a job well done! Greek Olympic Event Champions!

Instructor John Dowd explained how the ropes course functions

A member of the Shenzhen delegation is fitted with a harness

Rylee Noorda, Alexandria DeFranco and Emily Shaw belayed for the climber

Continued on page 17  u

Thanks to all of our dedicated 
contributors and generous advertisers 

for helping to make this issue of 
The Amherst Citizen so “special!”


