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BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Israel Fuller Jr. (1808-1884) 
was in his mid-twenties when 
he seized the opportunity to 
buy the saw and grist mill com-
plex in Amherst Village in 1835. 
(The same were known as Smith 
Mills at the close of the 18th cen-
tury and Belden’s Mill at the end 
of the 19th century.) One year 
earlier, Fuller was a farmer with 
1 horse worth $50, 2 oxen $50, 3 
cows $48, 3 neat stock $40, and 
12 sheep worth $24 on a 60-acre 
farm with a one-story house lying 
about three miles east of Amherst 
Village, his real estate valued at 
$500. Then the deputy sheriff, 
carrying out the court’s writ of 
execution to recover money owed 
by the prior owner, offered for 
sale “all the right in equity which 
[the mill owner] had of redeem-
ing his mortgaged real estate.” 
Fuller and a partner, a joiner (car-
penter) of Merrimack, were the buyers, for 
$600. The mill owner, an experienced mill-
wright who had come from Londonderry 
four and a half years earlier, then sold them, 
for additional $806, his remaining interest 
in the mill property of about 3 or 4 acres 
with dam and water flowage rights. A year 
later the same partners, together with Full-
er’s Converse brother-in-law, also a joiner, 
bought the saw mill situated on the “Brown 
road leading from Amherst to Merrimack,” 
which came with a dwelling and shop on 22 
acres, for $510 from the estate of David Mc-
Gregor Means (who had resided at 6 Court-
house Road). A month after that, the partner 
sold his half share of the Beaver Brook mill 
to Fuller for $1200. On this site, Fuller oper-
ated “saw shingle, cracker and circular, saw 
and grist mill[s], with two runs of stones and 
a bolt.” He bought many more acres around 
his Beaver Brook mill complex, and also ac-
quired wood lots (e.g., 8, 10, and 15 acres) 
within a mile or so of the mill. Fuller’s real 
estate was assessed at $2100 in April 1837; 
$3600 in 1841. In 1843, the Amherst tax in-
voice assessed his property as land $800, 
buildings $1000; mill(s) $1000; stock in trade 
$200; and 2 cows $20. The other saw mills 
in town were assessed as: Fisk David 2d. – 
$500; Parkhurst Spalding – $400; Towne 

Luther – $300; Damon Stephen – $200; and 
Wheeler Eri C. – $200.  In 1848 his taxable 
assets comprised land valued $1350, build-
ings $1000, mill(s) $800, 2 horses $80, and 5 
cows $176. Young Fuller became a big lum-
berman. After thirteen years in the business, 
Fuller owned many lots of lumber, including 
at the steam millyard in the Village and at 
Stillman Parkhurst’s and Towne’s mills be-
sides at his own millyard.

He also became a leading citizen. Israel 
Fuller Jr. was Amherst selectman 1837/’38; 
county treasurer, an elected position, 1839 
to 1842; justice of the peace commissioned 
1842; coroner 1841, 1844; overseer of the 
poor 1845/6; on building committee for 
new barn at Pauper Farm 1847; and also a 
director of the Souhegan Railroad Compa-
ny (along with other leading Amherst citi-
zens-cum-businessmen, including Charles 
H. Atherton, Perley Dodge, Barnabas B. Da-
vid, Samuel B. Melendy, and Aaron Law-
rence). 
Financial Calamity

Something appears to have gone drastical-
ly wrong. In Nov. 1848, a notice appeared in 
the newspaper that Israel Fuller Jr. had “as-
signed all his property in trust for the ben-
efit of his creditors” to Peter Carlton (1806-

1859), his brother-in-law, and 
Nathan Dane, formerly a fellow 
selectman. This agreement was 
recorded at the county registry of 
deeds (251:172) in Oct. 1848 as Is-
rael Fuller Jr. of Amherst, miller, 
in consideration of $1 and “for the 
payment in full or in part in equal 
proportion ... of all my just debts,” 
assigning and conveying to Dane 
& Carlton “all [his] estate, real, 
personal, and mixed ... that Dane 
& Carlton shall ... within two 
years ... sell and dispose of said 
real estate and chattels, [collect 
money owed Fuller], and pay over 
to all [Fuller’s] creditors who will 
accept the same in equal propor-
tions according to their respec-
tive claims... or until the whole be 
paid.” The assignees immediately 
arranged for auctions of his real 
estate and personal property.

The deed is remarkable in that 
it contains a detailed invento-
ry in the way that probate re-

cords often do – and it was a long list. I feel 
so sorry for his wife, because the things of 
her domain – such as three featherbeds and 
bedsteads and crockery and looking glass 
– were nonetheless his property and went 
to auction, along with the apples, grain and 
potatoes in “his” dwelling house and all his 
maps and pictures. There were also 4 hors-
es, 1 chaise, 1 gig waggon, 1 single sleigh and 
much more. 
House at 5 Manchester Road

Despite having turned over “all” his prop-
erty in trust, including his mill and “home-
stead farm” (which at that time was the land 
behind the Old Burying Ground extending 
north on the east side of Manchester Road), 
in June 1849 Fuller “of Bedford” sold a half 
acre with buildings located at 5 Manches-
ter Road plus another lot in Amherst Village 
to a real estate wheeler-dealer in Bedford, 
which was promptly recorded. Curiously, 
on the very same day, that grantee became 
grantor and sold the same tracts for the 
same consideration back to Fuller – but that 
deed was not recorded for nearly two years. 
It sure seems like a maneuver to keep some 
real estate out of the reach of creditors. Then 

Town NewsBulletin Board
Milford Job Fair

SHARE and Milford Welfare are hosting a Job Fair, Tuesday, October 22, 9 – 
noon, at the SHARE Center, One Columbus Ave, Milford.  Any business that would 
like to have a table at the event is encouraged to call Susan Drew, Welfare Direc-
tor, 249-0672, as soon as possible to ensure a spot, and to be a part of the mar-
keting effort.  Space at SHARE is limited so call today!

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society

Ethiopia: Birding the Horn of Africa 
Ethiopia is a fascinating country with amazing birds, an ever-changing geological 

past, stunning scenery, and a dramatic cultural and religious history. On Wednes-
day, October 16, The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will host Dana and Bob 
Fox as they share their extraordinary experience birding this wonderful place. The 
public is welcome to attend this free program which takes place at 7pm in the 
downstairs theater room of the Nashua Public library. No registration necessary. 
For more info contact Richard Maloon 424-5621 richard.maloon@att.net

Great Bay, Newington
From 8am – 7:30am to 3:30pm on Saturday, October 19, The Nashaway Chap-

ter of NH Audubon will visit Great Bay in Newington, NH. Bring binoculars and a 
scope if you have one, and dress WARMLY. Pack a lunch. Trip is free and open to 
the public. Meet in Nashua at the Exit 7 Park & Ride, on the hill behind the Fire-
side Inn and Suites. To register or for directions to the destination, contact Richard 
Bielawski at  429-2537 or rbielawski@mac.com For more info about the Bay, go to  
http://www.greatbay.org/

Prevent Substance Abuse And Promote Healthy 
Choices For Youth Throughout Souhegan Valley!

Community Action for Safe Teens (CAST) provides many opportunities for teens, 
parents, and concerned community members to be involved!  The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, October 9th, at the Milford SAU Office at 3:30 PM. All are 
welcomed to attend.  CAST is a committee of the Boys & Girls Club of Souhegan 
Valley.  Visit www.castnh.org, or email cast@svbgc.org and “like” Community Ac-
tion for Safe Teens on Facebook.

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both in-

formational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book 
Group, Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early De-
cember the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which 
is optional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership 
annual fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events 
visit www.nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreci-
ated, but not necessary. 

Call for Crafters and Artists!
The Nashua Y is hosting its annual Craft Fair on Saturday, November 9, from 

9am to 3pm.  Cost per space is $35/$45 if a table is provided by the YMCA. Ap-
plications are being accepted now. Contact Tiffany Joslin at tjoslin@nmymca.org 
or by calling 882-2011.  Free admission on November 9 for attendees. And there 
will be plenty of free parking.  The YMCA is located at 24 Stadium Drive in Nashua, 
next to Stellos Stadium.

New Members Welcome at Amherst Junior Wom-
en’s Club

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Free Introduction To Spinning 
Learn about a new approach to getting fit and losing weight.  This 8-week pro-

gram combines the camaraderie and calorie-burn of the Spinning Program with a 
step-by-step nutrition plan that makes it easy to make healthy choices every day.  
Find out how the 8-Week Program will help you achieve a lasting lifestyle change

The intro will be held on Saturday, October 12, 9:30 – 10:00 am at Trilogy Fit-
ness, 71 Route 101A, Amherst.  Call 249-5614 or e-mail contactus@trilogyfit-
nessnh.com 

Crotched Mountain School 
Ski Program Offered

AMHERST – School has start-
ed and it’s time to plan ahead to 
get the best deals. For all residents 
of Amherst and Mont Vernon who 
are interested in skiing at Crotched 
Mountain here is what you need to 
know.  For the best special club pric-
ing on seasons ticket for the whole 
family as well as lesson the deadline 
is October 15th. After October 15th 
the prices will increase each month 
until they reach full price, so buy 
early and save.

Go to the Crotched Mountain 
website: www.crotchedmountain.
com/school_programs.html club 
name: Amherst School;  password: 
ammember. Here you will find in-
formation on passes, lessons and af-
ter school ski program. Also below 
is the club name and password you 
will need. Just follow the queue’s on 
their web site and enjoy great prices 
and a great ski season.  

  This program is being offered by 
the Amherst Junior Women’s Club.

nearly $3,000 that was needed for 
the police department to purchase 
the training suits.  Both clubs are 
dedicated toward helping reduce 
the incidence of violence against 
women, and were eager to invest in 
the program.  

The Amherst Police Depart-
ment hosted its first R.A.D. train-
ing class this past summer, but 
needed to borrow the training suits 
from another agency. With their 
own equipment, the Department 
will be able to establish program 
spontaneity and flexibility that was 

previously not possible, as well as 
increase the variety of program of-
ferings.  Among those increased 
training opportunities, the Depart-
ment plans to offer a R.A.D. pro-
gram in the spring of 2014 which 
will be targeted specifically at high 
school aged, college bound wom-
en.  The training is intended to em-
power these young women with the 
skills necessary to help provide for 
their protection and safety as they 
leave home for the college and uni-
versity environment.  

COURTESY OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMHERST, N.H.

Belden’s Mill(s) on Beaver Brook at eastern edge of Amherst Vil-
lage, c. 1894. Israel Fuller Jr. (1808-1884) owned these mills from 
1835 to 1848.

of Thoreau, Emerson, Alcott, and 
Longfellow—De Rosa has been in-
terested in living history museums 
and other tourist sites where the 
past comes alive.  Robin’s teaching 
and scholarship focus is on early 
American literature, cultural stud-
ies, and critical theory.  She is the 
author of Specters, Scholars, and 
Sightseers: Telling (and Selling) the 
Story of the Salem Witch Trials.  
She holds a Ph.D. from Tufts Uni-
versity. 

The Amherst Town Library is 
grateful to the New Hampshire Hu-
manities Council for the funding 
for this program.  This presentation 
is free and open to the public. How-
ever, registration is REQUIRED for 
this program due to space limita-
tions. You can register for this event 
by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by vis-
iting our website at www.amherst.
lib.nh.us  and selecting “Calendar of 
Events.”

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
TRUCKING & LANDSCAPE
S I  N C E    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

27 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road  672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer 
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road   672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

NOW WINTERIZING IRRIGATION SYSTEMS!

 FIREWOODNOW AVAILABLE!

“SUPER” 

SOIL NOW 

AVAILABLE!

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

AVD ad 2012 > 4.25" x 3"

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

A Little Caulky?
Sure! I’ll get those drafty windows 

and doors caulked nice & tight. Storm 
windows cleaned & installed, leaves 

& brush hauled... call NOW!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996
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Historic Amherst

Amherst Mill Owner, Israel Fuller Jr.
Prominent Citizen Flees Financial Embarrassment, Loses Wife and Mind


