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in January 1850 – the two-year time 
limit for liquidating his assets had 
not yet expired – Junior conveyed 
these same two tracts to his pa, Is-
rael Fuller Sr. (1778-1864), who did 
not record the deed until end of 
April 1851. I can’t help but wonder if 
Pa, who owned a farm in District 6, 
in this way enabled this son to start 
over with $1200 in his pocket.
Mysterious Disappearance

Fuller had quickly departed Am-
herst and moved with his family 
to Piscataquog Village of Bedford, 
N.H. He was still county coroner 
and was a member of the Granite 
Bridge Committee when the news-
papers reported him missing in 
1851. “We find the following in the 
Manchester Daily Mirror of Tues-
day morning. We hope the appre-
hensions will prove unfounded. / 
Our neighboring village of Pisca-
taquog has been recently in a state 
of considerable excitement, occa-
sioned by the mysterious disap-
pearance of one of her citizens, Mr. 
Israel Fuller, since Wednesday, the 
23d of April. On that day Mr. Full-
er left his residence in Bedford for 
Salem, informing one of his neigh-
bors to that effect before he started, 
and also that he should be at home 
the next evening at farthest. A gen-
tleman of his acquaintance also ac-
companied him in the cars as far as 
Lawrence. Since that time, he has 
not been heard from by his friends, 
who begin to feel much alarmed at 
his long absence. Yesterday morn-
ing, messengers were despatched 
to Nashua, Lawrence, and Salem; 
but at our last accounts, nothing 
had been heard from him. There 
are strong suspicions of foul play, in 
this case, as it is believed that Mr. 
Fuller had a large amount of money 
upon his person when he left Bed-
ford, he having informed one of 
his neighbors lately that he had be-

tween $800 and $1000 to make out 
in a short time. Mr. Fuller is ... re-
puted to be a man of some proper-
ty.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, Amherst, 1 
May 1851, p. 3)

They must not have read or re-
membered the notice in the Farm-
ers’ Cabinet two and a half years 
earlier. It seems a good bet to me 
that he wanted to put some distance 
between himself and the sheriff, 
just in case. Court orders to collect 
from debtors, called writs of execu-
tion, always instructed the deputy 
to take the body to jail if he could 
not take possession of the goods 
or real estate. Else why the secre-
cy? (By the way, the two deeds for 5 
Manchester Road – the one where-
by he repurchased it and the sale to 
his father – were recorded just after 
Fuller left the state.)

The Nashua Gazette (reprint-
ed in New Hampshire Patriot of 
Concord, 8 Oct. 1851) reported six 
months later that Fuller had writ-
ten letters to his friends from Lou-
isville, Kentucky and assured read-
ers, “We understand that he leaves 
ample means to meet all demands, 
and will have a surplus left.”  Anoth-
er N.H. newspaper reported  (Man-
chester American in Farmers’ Cab-
inet, 15 Oct. 1851) that Fuller had 
written a letter to his wife, explain-
ing “the cause of his disappearance 
to be a doubt as to the termination 
of his business affairs, and that he 
thought his friends could bring 
them to a close better than he. He 
requested his wife to settle all de-
mands, and meet him in New York 
city.” (Something doesn’t ring true. 
It’s hard to credit that  a responsible 
man with so many children would 

disappear without explanation to 
his wife, isn’t it?) As it turned out, 
he was on his way to Minnesota, 
where he would be elected the first 
county surveyor of Nicollet County 
in 1853.

His wife, Susan nee Carlton 
(1809-1852, m. 1831) stayed be-
hind with six children ranging in 
age from infant to 19 years old. She 
never did join Israel but rather died 
in Amherst, aged 42, in June 1852, 
three months after the death of 
their 6-year-old; wife and child were 
buried at Meadowview cemetery, 
along with four babes who had died 
in Amherst during the time their pa 
owned the mills. The two remain-
ing sons settled in Minnesota, the 
eldest a joiner turned farmer and 
the younger a house carpenter; but 
the older daughter, Susan, at age 26 
returned from Minnesota to mar-
ry a Massachusetts man in Nashua 
in 1860. Israel Jr. himself returned 
East in 1864 or ‘65, perhaps to claim 
some inheritance after his pa’s 
death in Amherst. Israel Jr. was “of 
Nashua” and 59 when he remarried, 
to a 43-year-old widow of Nashua 
with three daughters; at which time 
his youngest, daughter Sophia, was 
not quite 14 (she would die aged 16). 
From 1869 to 1872, Fuller was an 
inmate of the New Hampshire In-
sane Asylum in Concord, N.H., with 
Amherst, as the town of his birth, 
picking up the tab, an expense line 
item in the reports of the overseer 
of the poor ($224 for 1870/1). Some-
how Fuller managed to get out and 
returned to Minnesota by 1875, his 
ex-wife staying in Nashua, but by 
the 1880 census, Israel was in the 
Minnesota Hospital for the Insane, 
where he died.

 
Note: For a history of the Beaver 

Brook mills, see this month’s issue of 
the newsletter of the Historical Soci-
ety of Amherst.

Town News

Israel Fuller Jr. Cottage (c. 1845) at 5 Manchester Road, Amherst. When  
Jr. (1808-1884) liquidated his assets, including the nearby mills, in 1848, 
he retained a half acre with this Greek Revival style house, and in Jan. 
1850 sold the place to his father, Israel Fuller Sr., a farmer in District 6, 
and thus it stayed in the Fuller family for generations.

Mother/Daughter Holiday Tea

Once again it is time for the Mother/Daughter Tea at the Bedford 
Village Inn, hosted by Jeannie Weller and her daughter Julie Scott. 
This is the 24th year of this favorite holiday tradition. Harpist Bill 
Tobin will make his 23rd appearance. Photographer Karen Farren 
of Gallery Portraits  will be available for family portraits. The Tea 
is on Sunday, December 8 from 1:30-3:30 PM. It includes scones 
and tea, followed by lunch and then a tray of fabulous desserts. 
Please join us! A few reservations are still available. For more 
information, contact jeannieweller@gmail.com.

Cub Scout Earns Arrow of Light Award

Amherst/Mont Vernon Girl Scouts Celebrate  
at Annual Camporee Event

A young Amherst res-
ident attained the high-
est honor a Cub Scout 
could achieve: the Arrow 
of Light award.  Cooper 
Jarnagin, a member of 
Cub Scout Pack 48, char-
tered by The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints—was presented his 
award in a ceremony on 
May 1 at the Merrimack 
Ward building located at 
110 Concord St, Nashua.

Cooper completed the 
following activity badg-
es while a Webelos scout: 
Aquanaut, Athlete, Fit-
ness, Sportsman, Artist, 
Showman, Citizen, Ready-
man, Craftsman, Engi-
neer, Scientist, Forester, 
Geologist, Naturalist, and 
Outdoorsman. He also 
earned the Leave No Trace award, 
the Outdoor Activity award, World 
Conservation award, and numerous 
academic and sports belt loops.

Recipients of the Arrow of Light 
award have been active members 
of their den for at least six months, 
have completed at least eight of the 
twenty activity badge requirements 
in the Webelos program, and par-
ticipated in a day hike or overnight 
campout. They have also learned 
and applied in their lives the Boy 
Scout laws, mottos, and oaths and 
have participated in a Boy Scout 
troop activity and meeting to pre-

pare them for the crossover from 
Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts. 

Cooper’s Cub Master, Tasha Park-
er, and Webelos Den Leader, Jessica 
Warner, were present. During the 
award ceremony, Cooper was pre-
sented with different colored feath-
ers to wear in a headband—each 
feather representing one of the core 
values of scouting. 

Cooper proceeded with the cross-
over ceremony into Boy Scouts that 
same evening and was welcomed by 
his 11-year-old Boy Scout Leader, 
Brandon Jackson, and members of 
his new patrol. 

Cooper received the honor with his mother, 
Tynel Jarnagin, at his side, and his father, 
Adam Jarnagin, watching live via FaceTime 
while away on business. 

On Saturday, September 21st 
Camp Kettleford in Bedford was 
filled with over 115 Girl Scouts and 
volunteers from Amherst and Mont 
Vernon celebrating at the annual 
Camporee event.  Daisies, Brownies 
and Juniors, guided by their older 
Girl Scout sisters, enjoyed partici-
pating in fun team building exercis-
es, making crafts and learning to 
cook over a campfire, while making 
new friends and special memories.  

For over a century, Girl Scouts 
has been providing opportunities 

for girls in grades K - 12 to develop 
new skills, talents and friendships 
through troop activities, communi-
ty activities, camps and more.  Girls 
Scouts learn about leadership, build 
self-confidence and character, and 
take action in their communities.  

If you would like to find out more 
about Girl Scouts, please contact 
Karen Werner, Coordinator for Girl 
Scouts in Amherst and Mont Ver-
non, at kswerner.nh@gmail.com.

 

120 Prospect Street 

Fitchburg    

978•342•6053 

www.applewild.org 

Three reasons to 
visit Applewild                                               

this fall! 

HARVEST FAIR                           

Fun for the whole family!                               

Saturday Oct. 19                                     

10 am to 4 pm 

“TAKE A LOOK!”                       

Thursday, Nov. 6, 9 am                 

See students and                               

teachers in action 

OPEN HOUSE                          

Saturday, Nov. 16                                   

1 to 3 pm 

First Baptist Church of Amherst
25 1/2 Middle Street
Pastor: Mike Sacco
Church Office:  673-4063
Website: www.amherstfirstbaptist.com

 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m
For the children
Nursery: to age 3; 
Super Church: ages 4 thru grade 4; 
Puppet Ministry: grades 5 through 7

Congregational Church of Amherst 
UCC

11 Church Street
Senior Pastor Richard Leavitt
Associate Pastor Maureen Frescott
Church office: 673-3231
Web site:  www.ccamherst.org

We are an Open and Affirming congregation.
Join us for Sunday Worship at 10am at the 

church in Amherst Village. Children 2 years 
through seventh grade attend church school fol-
lowing the Children’s Time in the service. Nurs-
ery care is provided. The church is handicapped 
accessible via the driveway entrance. All are cor-
dially invited for fellowship in the Community 
Room immediately following the service.

Christ’s Church of Amherst
58 Merrimack Road
Amherst
673-8292
www.ccnh.org
Pastor Darin Shaw

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. with 
Nursery Care up to age 3 years and Children’s 
program 3 years to grade 5.

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Rev. Tom Teichmann, Pastor 
303 Route 101 
PO Box 488 
Amherst, 
673-2011 (office) 
673-7707 (meeting and fax) 
messiahnh@comcast.net 

Worship 9:30 am
Fellowship and refreshments following wor-

ship
Sunday School 11:15 am - 12 noon
Adult Forum  11:15 am - 12 noon
Messiah is accessible and welcoming!

St Luke Anglican Church 
St. Lukes Anglican Church
3 Limbo Lane, Amherst
Rev. Dr. Alexander H. Webb
Church office: 672-6054
Website: www.st-luke,amherst.nh.us 

 

All welcome and invited to attend Sunday 
Worship  and Celebration of Holy Eucharist us-
ing the Traditional 1928 Book of Common Prayer 
weekly at 8:30 and 10:00 AM 

Church School at 10:00 AM
Refreshment & fellowship following the ser-

vice.
Weekly Bible Studies:
Tuesday Evening Soup & Study, 5;45~7:00PM
Saturday Morning  11:00 AM ~ Noon.

Amherst Christian Church
Corner of Patricia at 134 Hollis Rd. Amherst
Phone: 672-1541
Sunday Discipleship classes 9-10
Children’s class (Grades 1-6) 10-10:30
Worship Service 10:30
Children’s church for pre-schoolers during service
Childcare provided for infants

St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Craftsman Lane, Amherst
Pastor Peter Korthals
821-9891
pastor@stpaul-amherst.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church welcomes you to 
join us each Sunday for our worship service.  Our 
Sunday Service begins at 9:30 a.m. with our Sun-
day School at 10:55 and adult Bible study at 11:00.   
Nursery service is available.  Please be our guest 
as we celebrate the Lord and all he has done for 
us.  Pastor Peter Korthals 821-9891 pastor@st-
paul-amherst.org

Church of Our Saviour, Episcopal 
10 Amherst Street
Milford
Phone: 673-3309
E-mail: office@coosmilford.org
Website: www.coosmilford.org
Interim Rector: Rev. Hays Junkin

Sundays – 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist - 10 a.m.  
Choral Eucharist

Wednesdays – 11:30 a.m. Lectionary and 
Lunch

Eucharist followed by bring-your-own-lunch 
(coffee provided) and a discussion of the week’s 
lessons.

We strive to live the message of Christ, in 
which all are welcome.

Walking a middle way between Roman Ca-
tholicism and Protestant traditions, we are a sac-
ramental, worship and service-oriented church 
that promotes thoughtful debate about what God 
is calling us to do and to be.

We hope to provide a space that welcomes 
both the spiritual seeker and the seasoned disci-
ple so that people from many starting points can 
find their home in God with us.  If you are seek-
ing a spiritual home or are just exploring the life 
of faith, we hope you will walk with us on that 
journey of discovery.

Mont Vernon Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
4 South Main Street
Mont Vernon
Church Office: 673-3500 (open Tuesday and 
Thursday from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Web site: www.montvernonchurch.org
E-mail: montvernonchurch@montvernonchurch.
org

Pastor: Rev. Judie Bryant – office hours Tues-
day and Thursday from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., or at 
other times by appointment.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. Sun-
day School is available for children aged 6 and 
old.  Child Care provided for children under 6.  
All are invited to coffee hour in the Round Room 
following worship.

House of Prayer every Wednesday from 6:30 to 
7 p.m. – everyone is welcome.

Saint Patrick Catholic Community of 
Milford

Website: www.ccnh.org 
Phone: 673-1311
Website: saintpatrickmilfordnh.org

First Church Of Christ, Scientist
103 South St., Milford
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Meeting: 8 p.m.- Child care available.

 

Christian Science Reading Room
87 Union Square, Milford 
Mon. through Fri. 11a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Wed. 7 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
First Sun. of the Month 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Telephone – 673-5274
Email – readingroom@csmilfordnh.org
Website – www.csmilfordnh.org

  

Each Sunday the sermon consists of selections 
from the King James Version Bible and from Sci-
ence and Health with Key to the Scriptures by 
Mary Baker Eddy. All are welcome to join us and 
to bring your children to our Sunday School and 
very young children to our nursery.

Unitarian Universalist Congregation
20 Elm St.
Milford
Rev. Barbara McKusick Liscord, minister.
Johanna Seale, Director of Lifespan Religious 
Education
www.uucm.org or call 673-1870.

 

UUCM is a liberal religious community and a 
voice for social justice drawn from diverse tra-
ditions.  Sunday services begin at 10:30 AM.    
Childcare (infant to two years) and Children’s 
programming is available. Fellowship hour fol-
lows each service at 11:45 AM.

Community dinner every 3rd Wednesday 
from 5:30-6:30pm. It is free and open to every-
one in the community.

Fundraiser on Sunday, November 24 at 2 pm 
at the Amato Center.  The “Work o’ the Weav-
ers,” celebrating America’s pioneering folk quar-
ter will perform.  Advance tickets available at all 
Toadstool locations for $15 or at the door for $20.  
Children free (12 and younger).

We are located at 20 Elm St. just past the oval.  
For more information, visit www.uucm.org  or 
call 673-1870.

St. John Neumann Catholic
708 Milford Road - Rt 101A
Merrimack
880-4689
www.sjnnh.org
Fr. Chris M. Martel

 

Weekend Mass:    Saturday   5:30pm
Sunday     8:00am & 10:00am
6:00pm Labor Day through Memorial Day
Weekday Mass:  12:15pm
Holy Days:   5:30pm vigil, 12:15pm and 7:00pm

Household of Faith
30 Merrimack Rd. 
 Amherst
www.hofonline.org

Church Services
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