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The tragedy in Newtown, Connecticut this 
past FrOver the past few months, the adoption 
and implementation of the Common Core State 
Standards have been at the center of much con-
troversy. Because of this, I would like to offer the 
following information (and, hopefully, some clari-
ty) about the Common Core.

The Common Core State standards Initiative 
is a state-led effort that established a single set 
of clear educational standards for kindergarten 
through 12th grade in English/Language Arts and 
Mathematics that states voluntarily adopt. The 
nation’s governors and education commissioners, 
through their representative organizations the 
National Governors Association (NGA) and the 
Council of Chief State School Officers (CSSO) led 
the development of the Common Core State Stan-
dards and continue to lead the initiative. Teach-
ers, parents and school administrators and ex-
perts from across the country together with state 
leaders provided input into the development of the 
standards.

The Common Core was specifically developed 
as a grade-by-grade guide of expectations for stu-
dent learning in English/Language Arts (Read-
ing, Writing, and Speaking) and Math. It express-
ly does NOT include curriculum or instructional 
methods. Some critics wanted to include curric-
ulum requirements in the form of required read-
ing lists in the ELA standards. The Common Core 
Writing Committee rejected these recommenda-
tions, so as not to cross the line into curriculum. 
The Common Core can be taught by direct class-
room instruction 

(http://www.engageny.org/resource/teaching-
is-the-core#.Ui3R4EdjIxo.email)

or through more personalized means, such as 
on-line or blended learning, or competency-based 
learning methods. There are NO recommenda-
tions in the standards for instructional practice.

It has been stated that the Common Core was 
created by non-educators, and thus not relevant 
for the classroom. On the contrary, teachers have 
been a critical voice in the development of the 
standards. The Common Core State Standards 
drafting process relied on teachers and standards 
experts from across the country. Dr. David Pook, 
a 20 year veteran teacher now at Derryfield School 
in Manchester, served on the writing team for 
the English Language Arts Standards, for exam-
ple. The National Education Association (NEA), 
the American Federation of Teachers (AFT), the 
national Council of the Teaching of Mathemat-
ics (NCTM), and the National Council of Teach-
ers of English (NCTE), including the NH Chap-
ters of these associations, were among the other 
organizations who were instrumental in bringing 
together teachers to provide specific, constructive 
feedback on the standards.

It has been stated that the Common Core is not 
as rigorous as the Massachusetts standards and 
two years behind the standards of other coun-
tries. As a matter of fact, Massachusetts worked 
very closely with the writing teams of the Com-
mon Core, as Massachusetts was seen as a bench-

mark state in the pro-
cess. The Common 
Core largely reflects 
the recommendations 
coming from the Stan-
dards and Assessment 
Team at the Massa-
chusetts Department 
of Education, given 
their significant input 
into the process. In 
2010, Massachusetts 
adopted the Common 
Core, so they are the 
Massachusetts stan-
dards presently. 

And lastly, I offer the following two items for 
your review: a metaphor that relates the Common 
Core with building codes and architecture,

A Metaphor:  Common Core as Remodeling 
The Common Core Standards are like the Uni-

form Building Code. It’s the non-negotiable basics 
for putting up a building. Pipes must be 3/8ths 
of an inch so that hoses bought in Alaska will fit 
spigots built in Arizona. Alternating current elec-
tricity must be used with North American plug 
configuration so that the TV bought in Florida 
will plug into the wall built in Washington. Light 
bulbs must fit. Studs must be so far apart. Founda-
tions must be so thick.

To this, local building codes can be added to the 
mix. Common Core Standards allow 15 percent 
leeway to states to add to the standards to meet 
local needs. This is like northern tier states requir-
ing extra slope or strength to roofs to handle snow 
loads or Mississippi Delta states dealing with high 
water tables.

While standards are in place to ensure safe 
buildings, they aren’t meant to restrict imagina-
tion. The Uniform Building Code and local build-
ing codes don’t stop architects from creating great 
individual blueprints for buildings. Likewise, 
teachers have great freedom in designing lesson 
plans to meet the needs of their students. Archi-
tects have many materials to choose from -- stuc-
co, brick, rock, etc.-- when constructing buildings. 
Teachers have many instructional materials to 
choose from to meet the needs of their students.

-- Mark Peterson, Public Relations Direc-
tor, Utah State Office of Education and a link 
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/pub-
lications/policypoints/PolicyPoints_Common_
Core_State_Standards.pdf to the policy state-
ments from ASCD (Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development) that will inform a 
deeper understanding of the Common Core.

I will continue to share and apprise you of perti-
nent Common Core State Standards information 
in the months ahead.

With My Warmest Regards,
Peter Warburton
Superintendent of Schools
Amherst, Mont Vernon and Souhegan Schools 
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Kevin Dadoly Nominated for NH State 
Council on the Arts Community Education

AMHERST – Maggie Paull nom-
inated Kevin for the New Hamp-
shire State Council on the Arts 
Community Education Award for 
Community Education for 2013.   It 
is Kevin’s passion for art and his 
warm, witty way with people that 
keep students interested.  He is able 
to pull the best work from each of 
them, encouraging them to take 

risks and express themselves with 
their brush and color.   His infec-
tious enthusiasm for painting has 
encouraged numerous communi-
ty members to try painting.  More 
than a few have found a passion for 
the medium and some have even 
become juried artists.

It was an honor to nominate Kev-
in Dadoly for the New Hampshire 

State Council on the Arts Educa-
tion Award because his commit-
ment to educating the adults in 
our community has been his life’s 
work and passion.   Kevin teaches 
in the Adult enrichment programs 
at Souhegan High School and Bed-
ford High School as well as offering 
private lessons.

Message from Matt: Turn Off Your Radio
By Jeanne Sturges

What happened when 
Matt turned off his radio 
is pretty extraordinary. 
He built a guitar. He 
published a blog. He up-
loaded his recordings on 
YouTube. Now he and his 
dad are flying to Chicago. 
As the guest of concert 
organizer Faro Vitale, 
Matt will be meeting 
celebs, appearing in a 
documentary, and giv-
ing a speech at the Ter-
ry Kath tribute concert 
in November, sharing his 
love for the band Chica-
go’s late guitarist.  

Matt’s journey to Chi-
cago took root last Feb-
ruary when he decided 
that instead of participating in one 
of Souhegan’s  group trips for soph-
omores called Wintercession, he 
would seek his own adventure by 
building a Terry Kath replica gui-
tar. Terry Kath, for those unfamil-
iar with 70’s rock, was the guitar-
ist for the band Chicago who died 
tragically at the age of 31.  Matt’s 
venture began much earlier in his 
life, though, when he discovered 
his Dad’s record collection. “Matt 
received a turntable as a present a 
number of years back, and he took 
interest in my old albums, especial-
ly the ones by Chicago,” his Dad, 
Mike Campbell, said in an email.

Matt’s independent study Win-
tercession included a five-day trip 
to Memphis, Tennessee with his 
mom, Kim Campbell, to research 
the roots of the Blues. “Winterces-
sion wouldn’t have been very pro-
ductive without this trip. I went 
from loving fast and hard core punk 
to 1930s jazz, blues and swing.”

The other part of the independent 
study took months to complete. 
Matt and his father built a replica 
of Terry Kath’s custom Fender Tele-
caster guitar from scratch. “When 
we finished it and plugged it in, to 
our surprise it played very well,” 
said Mike Campbell.

“During the time we were build-
ing it, Matt kept a blog about the 
project,” said his Dad. “Michelle 
Kath, Terry’s daughter, who has 
been doing research for a documen-
tary she is producing about her fa-
ther, took interest in Matt’s project 

and she posted it to her blog.” Matt 
subsequently emailed Vitale about 
his guitar project which led to his 
trip to Chicago next month.

Vitale wasn’t exactly expecting 
what he got, though. When Vi-
tale told Matt he wanted him to 
come out as his guest for the con-
cert, Matt was delighted, but said 
he needed to ask his parents first.  
Vitale replied, “What? How old are 
you?” Vitale was “completely enam-
ored that a 16-year old was interest-
ed in a guitar from 50 years ago,” 
Matt explained. And if you listen to 
Matt’s Youtube uploads you can un-
derstand the confusion; he’s quite 
an accomplished guitar player.

Matt says he’s pretty nervous 
about his speech. He will be speak-
ing to an auditorium full of high 
school students at Kath’s alma ma-
ter, Taft High School in Chicago 
about “one of the most under-rated 
guitarists of all time,” according to 
Matt. But concert promoter Vitale 
recognized that maybe a fellow high 
school student is a better messenger 
than “an old geezer like him,” said 
Matt, paraphrasing Vitale.

So what’s your message, Matt? 
“Hey, you. Turn off your radio.” 

This is where Matt transcends 
decades’ music labels. Matt says he 
hasn’t heard a real guitar on a pop 
radio station since the mid-2000s. 
He just likes real instruments that 
are made by humans not computers. 
“Hit the stick to the actual drum to 
make a beat,” he says. “Take the pain 
of pressing down on wires to make 

a c-chord. It shouldn’t 
be manufactured ar-
tificially. Real music 
is fighting the materi-
als and making them 
work for you, not hit-
ting the spacebar.”  I 
don’t think Matt will 
have a problem com-
municating his mes-
sage.

On the topic of 
how Kath influenced 
him – the real topic 
of his speech – Matt 
launches into the ge-
nius of guitar distor-
tion. “The first album. 
Track #7. Seven min-
utes of continuous 
noise and feedback. 
These are sounds that 
a guitar shouldn’t 

make. Who is this? Who makes 
these sounds? I want that to be me. 
That’s when I fell in love with every-
thing Kath incorporated into the 
music.”

Not everyone’s happy, Matt 
points out with a grin. “My jazz 
band director, Carl Benevides, says 
to me, ‘Put your fingers over the 
strings, Matt. It sounds terrible.’” 
But to Matt it sounds beautiful. “It’s 
the sound of feedback. The sound of 
nothing.”

“The noise is like a call. It’s say-
ing, ‘Hear I am.  I’m feeding back. 
I’m taunting you. What are you go-
ing to do about it?’” He knows ex-
actly what he’s going to do about it. 
“I’m going to fight you. I’m going to 
stomp on the distortion box. My fa-
vorite is raw and gritty and angry.”

But Matt’s not angry, at least 
when you talk to him. He’s an excit-
ed, engaging, passionate musician 
making sense of the noise. Quite 
beautifully.
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National Merit Scholarship Program Commends  
Seven Souhegan Students in National Competition

October 14, 2013// AMHERST, 
NH – Principal, Rob Scully, of 
Souhegan High School is proud to 
announce that seven students have 
been named Commended Students 
in the 2014 National Merit Schol-
arship Program.  Souhegan’s Com-
mended Students are seniors: Jack 
Facey, Tina Huang, Jack Lowell, 
Drew Prescott, Jonathan Robinson, 
Tas Vamos, and Mark Velino.

About 34,000 Commended Stu-
dents throughout the nation are be-
ing recognized for their exception-
al academic promise. Commended 
Students placed among the top 
five percent of more than 1.5 mil-
lion students who entered the 2014 
competition by taking the 2012 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT). Despite this honor, Com-

mended Students do not continue 
in the 2014 competition for Nation-
al Merit Scholarship awards.

“The young men and women be-
ing named Commended Students 
have demonstrated outstanding po-
tential for academic success,” com-
mented a spokesperson for NMSC. 
“These students represent a valu-
able national resource; recogniz-

ing their accomplishments, as well 
as the key role their schools play in 
their academic development, is vi-
tal to the advancement of educa-
tional excellence in our nation. We 
hope that this recognition will help 
broaden their educational opportu-
nities and encourage them as they 
continue their pursuit of academic 
success.”
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Stop in to see our new 
collections of Winter 
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A Weighted Straw Sippy Cup  
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Matt Campbell playing his finished guitar product


