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— 2013 —
November 12
November 26

December 3
December 17

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

— 2014 —
January 14
January 28
February 11
February 25
March 6*

March 25
April 8
April 22
May 13
May 27

Amherst Bridges Closer to   
Replacement
To the editor: 

Under current law if a bridge is closed and the municipality desires to ac-
cept the 80% state bridge aid, the community must place the project on the 
state schedule, which is now 10 years in the future, and wait to replace the 
bridge according to the state schedule.

Under a bill filed by Amherst House and Senate representatives, the mu-
nicipality can place the project on the state list for future aid, and imme-
diately rebuild the bridge at the municipality’s expense. When the project 
reaches the state aid schedule date, the municipality will be reimbursed in 
the state aid amount. This will allow bridges to be constructed at lower cost 
rather than waiting years and restore the bridge and more quickly reopen 
the bridge to the traveling public.  The bill has now passed the New Hamp-
shire House of Representatives Public Works committee with a unanimous 
vote and can be expected to move forward to the Senate. If you have ques-
tions about the bill, please contact Representatives Robert Rowe, Shannon 
Chandley, Peter Hansen or Senator Peter Bragdon.

 
Representative Robert H. Rowe
Amherst

 

SHS School Board is Committed to 
Increasing Communications
To the editor:

During the 2012-13 school year, the Souhegan Cooperative School Board 
committed to increasing our communication with the the citizens of Mont 
Vernon and Amherst.  We were very pleased with the feedback from those 
communications, particularly during our budget process.  We have contin-
ued our commitment to increased communication, and have established 
additional goals to help us do our job well.  They are as follows: 
1.     Budget Analysis - The board formed a study committee made up of 

board members, the Superintendent, SAU and high school administra-
tors.  The committee is taking a comprehensive, data driven look at our 
budget focussing primarily on the components making up our cost per 
pupil.

2.     Academic Excellence - Board members, along with SAU and high 
school administrators, will be analyzing how to better enhance academic 
strengths of students at Souhegan, while addressing areas of improve-
ment. 

3.     Professional Staff Evaluations - We are in the middle of developing a 
comprehensive SAU wide teacher and administrator evaluation process.  
In the meantime, with the Superintendent’s support, we are ensuring 
that our staff has the observations and feedback they want and need.   

4.     Review and Update of Administrative Hiring Policies - The Board, 
administration and personnel representatives are working together to 
ensure we are using best hiring practices.

5.     SAU Strategic Planning - We have pledged our commitment to the 
work the SAU Board is engaged in to come up with a Strategic Plan for 
all of Mont Vernon and Amherst students. 

The Board wants to ensure we are doing the best job possible for our stu-
dents and the communities who elected us.  We welcome your feedback 
and support. 

Mary Lou Mullens, Chair
Fran Harrow, Vice Chair
Howard Brown
Steve Coughlan
Pim Grondstra
Chris Janson
Peter Maresco

Health Care: An Open Letter to 
Senator Jeanne Shaheen
To the editor:

We are among the millions of people who are losing their health insur-
ance thanks to Obamacare. We are losing it in spite of the repeated assur-
ances of both President Obama and you, that if you like your plan you can 
keep your plan.  You sent us a letter dated October 13, 2009 about this very 
issue. In it you said and I quote: “Americans can choose their own doctors, 
choose their own insurance, and make decisions about their treatment. 
That’s what’s right about our health care system. We must keep what’s right 
and fix what’s wrong.”  Well, not only can we not keep our insurance, we 
can not keep our doctor and our premiums, thanks to the “Affordable” 
Care Act, are more than doubling.   Senator Shaheen, this is not right. It is 
not fair.  You have an obligation to live up to your word by taking whatever 
action is necessary to make sure that those of us who were promised that 
we could keep our plans actually get to keep them.   

Andrew and Elizabeth Bridge 
Amherst

 

Why Common Core Confusion?
To the editor:

Are we confused by the fact that at this point it’s an experiment? That 2 
renowned participants in establishing the standards have refused – refused 
to sign off on the standards even though paid to develop/assess those stan-
dards?  A quote from one, Professor James Milgram, Professor Emeritus 
in math at Stanford.  “As a result, there are a number of extremely serious 
failings in Core Standards that make it premature for any state with seri-
ous hopes for improving the quality of the mathematical education of their 
children to adopt them. This remains true in spite of the fact that more 
than 35 states have already adopted them.

For example, by the end of fifth grade the material being covered in arith-
metic and algebra in Core Standards is more than a year behind the early 
grade expectations in most high achieving countries. By the end of seventh 
grade Core Standards are roughly two years behind.” Hmmm!

Well! What about English standards you query in frustration and con-
fusion? Prof. Sandra Stotsky is partially quoted below. Dr. Stotsky is world 
renown in the field of education reform and is trained at Harvard among 
other universities and is professor of Ed. Reform at U. of Ark. She has assist-
ed not a few states in assessing and establishing education standards: She 
refused to sign off on common core standards for English. Quote;

“Summary (1) Common Core’s ELA standards are NOT rigorous. They 
were designed to allow mid-level grade 11 students to enroll in credit-bear-
ing courses in a non-selective college. (2) Common Core’s standards are 
NOT internationally benchmarked and will not make any of our students 
competitive. (3) There is NO research to support Common Core’s stress on 
writing instead of reading.”

Common Core is an experiment with no proven scientific foundation 
and your children are the guinea pigs, lab rats, and victims. There is no sci-
entific validation for the theories proposed in Common Core. 

Finally SAU and School Board actions associated with Common Core 
efforts in Amherst also contribute to the confusion. We are told that Am-
herst MUST adopt Common Core curriculum. Not true. An invitation was 
sent to only 65 residents or members of education boards in Amherst to 
”meet privately” and is an illegal meeting under RSA 91-A.  Why is there a 
need for illegal meetings? What is being hidden? Why is that? 

 How did we ever put a man on the moon without common core? How 
were computers and cell phones and drones and satellites and artificial 
hearts and bestselling books, novels, plays developed without common 
core?

Peter Hansen
Amherst

Brownie Troop Collected Over 300 
Bags of Candy
To the editor:

On behalf of Brownie Troop 20066 we would like to say thank you to 
those who donated candy to the Amherst town candy collection, as well 
as to Moultons and the Library for letting us set out collection boxes.  This 
year we collected over 300 bags of candy which we distributed to over 30 
homes in the village.  We also want to thank those homeowners in the vil-
lage for all they do to make the Amherst Halloween celebration something 
truly special.

Thank you so much,
Shannon Daniel
Amherst

Heartfelt Thanks to Brownie 
Troop 20066
To the editor:

I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to Brownie Troop 20066, led by 
Shannon Daniel.  While Halloween continues to be a time-honored and 
cherished town tradition, it also does tax those who live in the Village.  Peo-
ple would likely be astounded by the amount each household spends on 
treats.   The Amherst Girl Scouts contributed nearly a third of the candy my 
family handed out last week and I am beyond grateful for their generosity.

 
Shannon Hogan Galinson
Amherst

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours for this 

month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio Furniture, 
Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Bars & Stools
In-stock and custom-made in beautiful woods and metals.

Common Core Sales Pitch
To the editor:

After attending a meeting on Common Core at Souhegan High School 
on November 6, we have to admit that we were deeply disappointed in the 
presentation.  

 We expected to hear what was good about the Common Core Standards, 
what the problems were, and how our district was going to implement 
them.  We were subjected to a “sales pitch” on Common Core.  

 How can parents possibly decide on whether or not this is good for their 
children when so much expert critical analysis was never presented?  

 We were told how our children would be assessed on not just their knowl-
edge through standardized testing, but on their behaviors as well.  How will 
that be assessed?  

 They mentioned how memorization will be de-emphasized, but there 
is a body of academic content that must still be learned, mastered and yes, 
memorized.  Memorizing math facts for instance is a huge benefit to the 
child who moves on to Algebra concepts.  

We are two of those parents deeply concerned about the quality of the 
standards.  Two academic experts, who were originally working on the cre-
ation of these standards, later refused to sign off on the Math and English 
standards as presented.  Both have cited flaws in the standards, includ-
ing that our children will be two years behind their international peers in 
Mathematics and that these standards will not adequately prepare students 
for University programs in the STEM fields (Science Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics).

You may also want to be aware that the US DOE is suggesting the col-
lection of information such as: birthdate, family income, immunization, 
health plan, and even religious affiliation.  What do these data points have 
to do with your child’s education?

 Scott Marion said not to worry about data being collected on your chil-
dren because schools have been doing that for years.  He even cited the 
FERPA law as a privacy protection.  What he failed to mention was that in 
2011 the regulations protecting that privacy were changed (Common Core 
state standard initiatives began in 2010).  Information collected on chil-
dren and their families for non-academic purposes can now be released to 
third parties. And this data can be collected and sold without first obtain-
ing written parental consent.   

Many parents left the meeting at Souhegan frustrated and angry that 
misinformation was “sold” to parents.  This information was presented by 
an individual who has shown disdain toward parents who have legitimate 
concerns regarding the academic quality in our schools and the amount of 
information collected on our children and families.  The second “expert” 
touting Common Core works at a school that has stated that CCSS would 
not benefit their students and does not plan on implementing the standards.

 As taxpayers and parents, we expect more from the individuals working 
in this district and encourage the elected board members to start repre-
senting the people who elect them.  We deserved better than what was pre-
sented at Souhegan on November 6th.  The parents of Amherst and Mont 
Vernon students are looking for honesty and transparency from our school 
district administration, not a sales pitch.

 
Jeffrey and Paula-Marie Passen
Amherst


