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Free Thanksgiving Meal
Not Bread Alone will hold a free Thanksgiving Meal on Thanksgiving, Thursday, 

November 28, at 2pm in the dining room of the First Congregational Church of 
Amherst, 165 Main Street. Turkey and vegetarian options provided. All are invited, 
regardless of income. We hope you’ll join us!

Not Bread Alone is a local soup kitchen which host meals for any one who is in 
need.

Discussion Group At Toadstool Bookshop
On the first Thursday of each month (December 5th), the discussion group 

meets from  7PM  to  8:30PM.  We share ideas on philosophy, current affairs and 
familiar truths. For more information contact: Norah at 673 – 6948.    

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society
Upcoming Events
Odiorne Point and the NH Coastline

From 7:30am to 3:30pm on Saturday, November 16, The Nashaway Chapter of 
NH Audubon will visit the NH Coastline, starting at Odiorne Point and traveling to 
Hampton Beach State Park. Bring binoculars and a scope if you have one, dress 
WARMLY and pack a lunch. Trip is free and open to the public. Meet in Nashua at 
the Exit 7 Park & Ride, on the hill behind the Fireside Inn and Suites. To regis-
ter or for directions to the destination, contact Richard Bielawski at  429-2537 or 
rbielawski@mac.com 
Birds of the Merrimack River 

Hear about how the Merrimack River recovered from being a dumping ground for 
waste to a beautiful waterway which is now home to an abundance of wildlife and 
birds. On Wednesday, November 20. The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will 
host Bill Gette, Director of the Joppa Flats Audubon Center in Newburyport, MA, 
as he talks about Bald Eagles and the many other birds that can now routinely be 
spotted along the river’s banks. The public is welcome to attend this free program 
which takes place at 7pm in the downstairs theater room of the Nashua Public 
library. To read more about the river, go to http://www.merrimack.org/watershed-re-
sources/the-merrimack-river/No registration necessary. For more info contact Rich-
ard Maloon 424-5621 richard.maloon@att.net

Annual Turkey Cheer at The Milford Knights of Co-
lumbus

The Milford Knights of Columbus council 3035 cordially invites all to our annu-
al Turkey Cheer to be held on Friday, November 22 beginning at 7:00 pm in the 
church hall below Saint Patrick’s Church at 34 Amherst Street in Milford.  This fun 
family event provides people an opportunity to win a turkey, chocolates, or a bottle 
of “cheer” (alcohol or non-alcohol) for 50 cents per round.   All proceeds from the 
Turkey Cheer rounds will go to SHARE and to The Open Cupboard Food Pantry.  All 
proceeds from a 50-50 raffle will go to Operation Tribute (a program to provide 
Christmas gifts for children of active military members).  Refreshments will be avail-
able.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both infor-

mational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book Group, 
Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early December 
the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which is op-
tional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership annual 
fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events visit www.
nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreciated, but 
not necessary. 
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BY KATRINA HOLMAN

In the collection of the Historical Society 
of Amherst, N.H., is a fabulous relic of the 
Civil War: a drum used by an Amherst man 
serving in the Union forces and made by a 
New Hampshire manufacturer, who also 
had a connection to Amherst. 

The Drummer: George W. Russell
The drum is said to have been carried by 

George W. Russell (1837-1873) while on ac-

tive duty in the Civil War. Inside the drum 
there appears to be a signature (although, 
oddly, the scrawl seems to be “misspelled” 
– but it’s hard to read). At age 23, George 
was among the group of 11 Amherst men 
who marched off to Milford, “accompanied 
by the music of the fife and drum,” to vol-
unteer their service for the United States, on 
the very next day after the first fervent pa-
triotic meeting of the citizens of Amherst 
in support of the Union, which was held 23 
April 1861. The volunteers were escorted by 
local newspaperman Edward D. Boylston, 
who had the foresight to drag them into a 
“Daguerrian saloon” (he doesn’t say wheth-
er it was in Amherst or in Milford). Boyl-
ston published the resulting ambrotype 
three decades later as the frontispiece of his 
book about the war and today it hangs in the 
Chapel Museum, near the drum. Well, the 
initial enlistments were for three months – 
they did plenty of drilling but they never left 
the state.

Presumably George returned home for a 
year before re-enlisting, because his service 
record shows that he next served from 4 Sep. 
1862 until 21 June 1865 as musician in Com-
pany H of the 10th Regiment of N. H. Vol-
unteers. There was another, older Amherst 
man in the same company who also served 
for the same period as musician: Joshua Ap-
pleton Skinner (1830-1915) was “promoted 
to bugler.” (Skinner was a shoe maker before 
the war and foreman for soapstone compa-
ny after the war, but also was a member of 
Proctor’s Brass Band of Amherst as early as 
1855.) Musicians performed important tasks 
during the Civil war. They kept the soldiers 
on schedule, calling them to reveille (early 
morning roll call) and meals and such; set 
the rhythm on marches; and gave signals 
during drills and battles. They also carried 
the wounded off the battlefield and assist-
ed the surgeon. The biggest claim to fame of 

Geo. Russell and Appleton Skinner was that 
they were “with the band that first entered 
Richmond.” On 3 April 1865, the 10th was 
among the first of the Union regiments to 
enter Richmond. They started home to N.H., 
leaving Virginia, on 22 June 1865, the day af-
ter they were mustered out.

Although born in Lyndeborough, George 
W. Russell had arrived as a toddler in Am-
herst Village, where he grew up as the el-
dest of three children of James Russell (1807-
1872), a saddler and harness-maker who had 
his shop behind the bank building at the SE 
corner of Boston Post Road and Church/
Foundry Street intersection. The James Rus-
sell family rented a home in the block north 
of the shop, before moving around 1853 to 

Civil War drum, with original strap and eb-
ony drumsticks, that was manufactured by 
Porter Blanchard (1788-1871) and used by 
Amherst’s George W. Russell (1837-1873) 
in the 10th N.H. Regiment. Collection of 
Historical Society of Amherst at Chapel 
Museum.

George W. Russell (1837-1873) of 
Amherst, N.H., a foundry worker who 
served as musician in 10th N. H. 
Regiment from September 1862 to 
June 1865. 

Historic Amherst

The Civil War Drum in Amherst’s Chapel Museum

MEMORY TREE 2013
Print YOUR NAME Clearly: ___________________________________

Name of person to be remembered.
A. Family - i.e. The John Smith Family -$25.00
B. Per Individual Name - i.e. John Smith - $5.00
Select (Either A or B)
A. The ______________________________________Family ($25.00)
B. Last Name ________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    ($5.00 per individual name)

Make checks payable to:
“The Memory Tree”/Amherst Gardeners

PO Box 694
Amherst, New Hampshire 03031

Deadline: Please return by December 5, 2013. Thank you.
Need more information? Contact Cynthia Dokmo at 673-0395

Amherst EMS Implements New CQI Program: Part 1
By: Brian M. Gleason, Amherst 

EMS Director
 
AMHERST -  Quality assurance, 

total quality management and con-
tinuous quality improvement are 
some of the catch phrases that have 
made the rounds over the years, 
giving name to the process that en-
sures standards of patient care are 
being met in EMS. For the purpose 
of this article, we use the term con-
tinuous quality improvement (CQI). 
Whatever you choose to call it, ev-
ery EMS agency should have a qual-
ity review process. In most states, it 
is required by law; however, beyond 
this mandate, the details of how to 
administer a quality improvement 
program are frequently left to the 
individual agency or service medi-
cal director.

Any comprehensive quality im-
provement process should include 
three components: retrospective, 
concurrent and prospective. Retro-
spective is the review of patient care 
reports after the fact; concurrent is 
real-time evaluation of patient care; 

and prospective is anything done to 
improve the quality of patient care 
prior to the call being dispatched. 
Retrospective

Retrospective is a Latin word 
meaning after (retro) and to look 
or see (spective). PCR (patient care 
report) review is the most familiar 
and commonly performed aspect of 

quality improvement. Unfortunate-
ly, in many EMS agencies, the ret-
rospective review may be the entire 
quality improvement process. The 
dirty little secret in EMS is that, for 
some agencies, even a regular ret-
rospective review is not being done 
prior to a complaint being filed. Re-
viewing PCRs is tedious and ardu-
ous work, but it is absolutely nec-

essary to gauge patient care. While 
not strictly the purview of classic 
quality improvement, one offshoot 
benefit to the medical retrospective 
review is the opportunity to assess 
documentation for legal and billing 
purposes.

“Amherst EMS has taken a big 
step forward with this program, it 
will benefit providers by increas-
ing their awareness of oversights, 
adding to their knowledgebase and 
will add to their unit cohesiveness 
all while improving the care they 
provide to the residents and visi-
tors of Amherst and Mont Vernon” 
said Dr. Tom D’Aprix, chairman of 
the NH medical control board and 
ER physician at the Elliot Hospital, 
Manchester.

Dr. D’Aprix added “Typically, 
when an agency first starts a CQI 
program it is met with varying de-
grees of skepticism; providers are 
concerned about punitive conse-
quences and looking bad amongst 
their colleagues, but, as long as ev-

https://millenniumreg.com/ajwc-
trot-off-your-turkey-5k-and-1-mile-
fun-run

Race day registration on Novem-
ber 29th runs from 8am to 9am. 
The 5K starts at 10am and costs 
$25. The one-mile fun run costs $10 
and starts at 9:30am.

Corporate sponsors are grateful-
ly accepted to offset race expenses. 
Checks may be mailed to: AJWC, 

P.O. Box 513, Amherst, NH 03031.
The Amherst Junior Wom-

en’s Club is a non-profit organiza-
tion that focuses its efforts on civ-
ic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. Proceeds 
from the race will benefit local 
schools and area charities. For more 
information, please email: amherst-
turkeytrot@gmail.com.

u AJWC 14th Turkey Trot          continued from page 1
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Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

Baboosic Lake Road, Amherst – $199,500
Super 3 bedroom ranch on 1 1/2 private acres, detached garage, walk-out 
lower level. Great location!  Please call me to schedule a showing.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Deb Farrow
103 Ponemah Road
Amherst, NH 03031
Office: (603) 673-4000
Cell: (603) 494-3877
deb.farrow@nemoves.com

Holidays are Around the Corner
Book your grooming & boarding 

appointments now to avoid the rush! 
Grooming & Boarding 7 Days a Week

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122

Amherst, NH • 672-0032

 New!

Medical uniforms 
and Accessories

Locally made 
Scrub Caps

New Hampshire Photo cards, Stationery
Postcards and Greeting Cards for all  
Occasions - Boxed notes, Wrap & Ribbons

603-924-1333 ~ 16-20 Depot Square, Peterborough, NH

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Gobble, Gobble!
Don’t hire a turkey to do your odd jobs! 

Hire a specialist who’ll get 
your home ship shape.  Ahhh... 

what a Thanksgiving! 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Memory Tree 2013
Sponsored by the Amherst Gar-

den Club, The Memory Tree acts 
as a remembrance of a loved one to 
all who have made a donation.  This 
tree, an Amherst tradition dating 
back to 1995, is located right in the 
center of town speaking out with 
a twinkle to all who pass by.  “Re-
member me, remember the times 
we shared.”  The Memory Tree will 
be lit on Friday, December 6, the 
weekend of the Tree Lighting Festi-
val and will stay lit through the cold 
winter nights into January.  Now is 
the time to send in your donation 
and names to be remembered.

The money raised in the past 
has gone to various organizations 
such as Peabody Mill Environmen-
tal Center, Purgatory Watershed 
Conservancy, Community Hospice 
House in Merrimack, Steeple Fund/
Amherst Congregational Church, 

Wilton Forest Fund, the lost Vil-
lage of Monson, and SHARE.  We 
are happy to announce that dona-
tions to Memory Tree 2013 will be 
going to The Society for the Protec-
tion of N.H. Forests (Forest Society) 
in the effort to keep 500 acres of for-
ests permanently undeveloped and 
open to the public for recreational 
use.  We know this is an excellent 
opportunity to preserve our envi-
ronment for our community and 
the generations to come.

Please call Trese Gilligan 603-
714-9182 if you have any questions.  
Donations ($5.00 for individual 
name or $25.00 for a family) may be 
sent to “The Memory Tree/Amherst 
Gardeners, PO Box 694, Amherst, 
NH 03031.  Thank you for your sup-
port.  Stop by and see the tree and 
sign posted with the names of those 
being remembered.


