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“Our Town,” one of the most 
performed and important plays in 
American theatre won the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1938, will grace the Souhe-
gan stage on Friday and Saturday, 
November 22 and 23 at 7:30 PM.  
The play that celebrates small town 
life in New Hampshire was the first 
play performed at Souhegan in No-
vember of 1992, the inaugural year 
of the school.  

Our talented cast includes Han-
nah Emery (Emily Webb),  Matt 
Campbell (George Gibbs), Timmy 
Saunders (Doc Gibbs), Alyssa Le-
derhos (Mrs. Gibbs),  Katie Oster-
holtz (Rebecca Gibbs),Trystan Bew-
ersdorf (Mrs. Webb), Ben Gottlieb 
(Editor Webb), Michael Roc-
co (Wally Webb) 
and many oth-
ers.  Believing 
in the concept 
of the “work-
ing artist”  Steve 
Hodgman, who 
has been dra-
ma director  at 
the school since 
it opened has tak-
en the role of the 
Stage Manager, an 
omniscient figure 
who acts as the nar-
rator and periodical-
ly joins the action in 
the play. 

The plot of the play centers on the 
lives of people in Grover’s Corners 
and, in particular, on two families 

living next to one anoth-
er—the Gibbs and Webb 
families.  George and 
Emily fall in love with 
one another as they 
grow up.   The play 
follows the themes 
of daily life, love and 
marriage, and death 
and eternity.

In a letter to the 
playwright, Thorn-
ton Wilder, Albert 
Einstein wrote, 
“That an American 
of the present day 

can create with such 
delicacy and detach-
ment touches the soul 
like a miracle.  Here is 
quiet originality that 
comes from within.”

The play uses very little scenery.  
The author intended that the audi-
ence use its imagination to com-
plete the scene and with the help 
of the actors the scenes are set in 
the kitchen, at a soda fountain, at 
church and in the cemetery.  

The photos depict a typical break-
fast in the daily life of the fami-
ly (Act I) and a key scene from Act 
II set in the local drug store where 
George and Emily, as high school 
students, first realize that they are 
meant for one another.  The play 

progresses through other key events 
in the lives of the two families and 
others in the town culminating in 
a powerful 3rd act set in the town 
cemetery.  The play is ultimately up-
lifting and bound to bring a smile 
and a tear to those in the audience 
as well as a greater appreciation for 
the precious gift that life is.

Steve Hodgman commented that 
the students were such capable ac-

tors that they need little direction. 
“This cast is so much fun to work 
with, but then they all are!” said 
Hodgman.

The cast is ably supported by Bai-
ley Farris, stage manager, Olivia Ed-
valson, Andrew Winter and Matt 
Coppola (sound), Alison Haigh 
(lighting), and Stan St Onge, tech-
nical director at Souhegan High 
School.

Schools

Open House at Applewild

Pats Peak After School Ski & 
Snowboard Program

SHS Robotics Team Call For   
Mentors for 2013/2014 Season

The Souhegan High School FIRST 
Robotics team is in urgent need of 
mechanical engineering mentors 
for the 2013/2014 season.  “For In-
spiration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology” (FIRST) was 
founded by entrepreneur & inventor 
Dean Kamen in 1989 to inspire stu-
dents to pursue careers in engineer-
ing and the sciences.  “If we expect 
to remain the world leader, we must 
put more emphasis into mathemat-
ics and science at the high school 
level.”  The FIRST robotics pro-
gram enables high school students 
to work hand-in-hand with profes-
sional engineers & scientists in solv-
ing a unique engineering challenge.  
The FIRST robotics program uses 
the excitement of a sporting compe-
tition to expose students to the in-
triguing disciplines of engineering, 
mathematics, and science.  

The Souhegan High School 
FIRST Robotics team is typically 

comprised of ~40 students and ~10 
mentors.  The team begins meeting 
on Wednesday, October 2nd.   The 
robotics team meets one-two eve-
nings during the fall preseason.  
The FIRST Robotics Competition 
challenge is released in January and 
changes every year.  Using a FIRST 
provided kit of parts, 150 lb robots 
are designed and built in six weeks 
meeting three-four times each 
week.  The team competes in two 
district competitions in the New 
England area.    

The mechanical team usually 
consists of 15 students and 5 men-
tors.  The team uses AutoDesk In-
ventor or Solidworks CAD tools to 
design and fabricate robot parts.  In-
terested individuals willing to sup-
port this noble activity are encour-
aged to contact Bill Price (billp@
yankeepub.com or 673-1355) or Bri-
an Walters (bfwalters@comcast.net 
or 424-8360) for more information.

Pats Peak will once again be of-
fering its after school ski and snow-
board program this winter.  This 
popular program for Amherst stu-
dents in grades 2-12 runs for 5 
weeks beginning in January.  The 
program dates are January 8, 15, 22, 
29 and February 5, 2014. 

You can sign up online at www.
patspeak.com click on Learn to Ski 
and Ride Program.  Username: am-
herst   Password: learn2ski.

Bus transportation is available 
but seating is limited!  If you need 

bus transportation please send an 
e-mail to kim@neinterviewing.com 
with Wilkins bus or AMS bus in the 
subject line.  Since there are no re-
funds from Pats and since seating is 
limited on the bus if you need bus 
transportation register for the bus 
first and make sure you have a con-
firmed seat and then register for the 
program.  For questions, call: Kim 
Adams at 440-3330 or Jen Rogers 
303-0331

FITCHBURG , MA – Applewild 
School will be holding a fall admis-
sions Open House on Saturday, No-
vember 16, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. 
This is an opportunity for fami-
lies interested in K-8 independent 
school education to tour the cam-
pus in student-led tours, learn about 
financial aid, scholarships and 
transportation options. Families in-
terested in the Child Development 
Center at Applewild for ages 3 and 4 
are also invited to tour that facility 
on that day.

The school serves families from 
30 different communities in central 
Massachusetts and southern New 
Hampshire. Bus transportation is 
available from as far north as Nash-

ua and as far east as Concord, MA. 
In addition to this date, Applewild 
holds a “Take A Look” morning on 
the first Thursday of the month at 
9:00 am. Since school is in session 
at that time, parents are able to see 
students and teachers in action. 
Next date is December 5th. The 
school is located at 120 Prospect St. 
in Fitchburg.

The admission office is open from 
8:00 to 4:00 weekdays and tours 
are given daily upon request.  For 
more information on the K-8 pro-
gram and the Child Development 
Center at Applewild, contact Emily 
Bracchitta, Director of Admission 
and Financial Aid, at 978-342-6053 
x110, or visit www.applewild.org.

Roger Williams University An-
nounces 2013 Graduates

BRISTOL, RI - The following lo-
cal residents were among more than 
1,080 students from Roger Wil-
liams University to receive their de-
grees during the University’s Com-
mencement ceremony held on May 
18, 2013..

Michael Cunningham , a resident 
of Amherst, NH received a Bachelor 
of Science.
Bowdoin College Honors Top 
Students

BRUNSWICK, ME - Bowdoin 
College held its annual Sarah and 
James Bowdoin Day ceremony Fri-
day, October 25 to honor those 
undergraduates who distinguish 
themselves by excellence in schol-
arship.

Those students who are designat-
ed Sarah and James Bowdoin Schol-
ars are in the top (highest GPA) 20 
percent of each class for the pre-
vious academic year. In addition, 
those scholars who earned a GPA of 
4.0 are designated Sarah and James 
Bowdoin Book Award winners.

Earning the Sarah and James 
Bowdoin Scholars disignation was 
Raleigh McElvery, of Mont Vernon, 
is a member of the Bowdoin College 
Class of 2016. 
Saint Michael’s College Stu-
dent Studying in New Zealand

COLCHESTER, VT - Saint Mi-
chael’s College student McKen-
zie St. Germain, daughter of Susan 
Nykamp and Michael St. Germain 
of Amherst, is studying abroad in 
Wellington, New Zealand at Vic-
toria University for the fall 2013 se-
mester. St. Germain, a junior polit-
ical science major graduated from 
Souhegan High School before com-
ing to Saint Michael’s. 

DARIN PERFORMS IN NEW 
PLAY FESTIVAL AT KEENE 
STATE COLLEGE

 
KEENE – Abby Darin, daughter 

of Jill Darin of Peterborough and 
Gene Darin of Amherst performed 
in The Premiere Series New Play 
Festival October 3 to 24 at Keene 
State College. The Premiere Se-
ries consisted of four original plays 
written by Keene State students 
with each play performed twice as a 
staged reading.

Darin performed in The Speck in 
My Eye by Sarah Croitoru present-
ed October 9 and 10 by the Depart-
ment of Theatre and Dance at the 
Redfern Arts Center. She is a junior 
sociology major with a theatre mi-
nor at Keene State and has appeared 
in the campus productions of The 
Vagina Monologues and The Rocky 
Horror Show. She is a 2010 graduate 
of Souhegan High School.
Students earn scholarships at 
Fort Lewis College

DURANGO, CO - Several area 
residents received merit scholar-
ships to attend Fort Lewis College 
for the Fall 2013 semester. These 
merit scholarships are renewable for 
up to 120 credits if criteria are met. 
Fort Lewis College also offers sev-
eral other scholarships, including 
grants, the Finish in Four! Scholar-
ship, FLC Foundation scholarships, 
alumni scholarships, departmen-
tal scholarships, Native American 
scholarships, and outside scholar-
ships.

Keelie MacKelvey of Amherst re-
ceived the Freshman Tuition Mer-
it Scholarship. MacKelvey’s major 
is Geology Environmental Geology 
Option.

Souhegan  Rehearses Fall Play – “Our Town”

Poster 
by Olivia 
Edvalson.  

SHS Mock Trial Team:  Abbey Christensen, Ellen Arrowsmith, Ethan Pike, Kile Charbonneau, Callie Cinque, Marco Vogt, Kaley Ahern, Caylin Enoch, Olivia 
Durling, Hannah Whitney, andMadison Adams

 

International Mock Trial Tournament in 
NYC a Success for Souhegan Team

By Dick Vassar

The Souhegan High School Mock 
Trial Team recently competed in 
the Empire City Mock Trial Invita-
tional Tournament held in Brook-
lyn, NY.  Over 600 students from 
five countries competed in the tour-
nament.  The students and coaches 
stayed at the Brooklyn Bridge Mar-
riott where the opening and clos-
ing ceremonies were held.  After 
the opening ceremonies a “pin ex-
change” was held where the stu-
dents got a chance to meet people 

from all over the country and world.  
There were three teams from Ire-
land, one from Canada, two teams 
from South Korea, one team from 
New South Wales, Australia, and 
teams from all around the United 
States.

 On the days of the competition 
40 teams walked to the United 
States District Court Eastern Divi-
sion dressed in their finest court-
room apparel where they met in the 
courtroom to compete against each 
other.  In each trial, the jury is com-
posed of three scoring judges who 

score the students on their perfor-
mances as witnesses, and score the 
lawyers on their knowledge of the 
case, the law, and on how effective 
they are in their examinations and 
their opening and closing state-
ments.  

The Souhegan team won two 
out of the four trials in which they 
competed.  Souhegan defeated a 
team from The Green Point School 
in New South Wales, and the Co-
laiste Iognaid School from Galway, 
Ireland.  The Souhegan team lost 
two close trials against Dos Pueblos 

High School from Goleta, Califor-
nia and Xavier College Prep High 
School from Phoenix, Arizona.

The winning team was Sylvania 
Southview High School from Sylva-
nia, Ohio.  They defeated the Atlan-
ta International School from Atlan-
ta, Georgia.

The Souhegan team members all 
agreed that the experience of work-
ing hard for three months and com-
peting in NYC paid off with a great 
deal of learning and new friends 
from across the globe.   

Compaq Big Band Returns to Souhegan High School for Jazz Night #1
AMHERST - The Souhegan High 

School Music Department will host 
the first Jazz Night of the year on 
Friday December 6 at 7:00pm. This 
year marks the 12th anniversary 
of the Jazz Night series of concerts 
hosted at SHS. To kick off our 12th 
anniversary season, we are proud 
to welcome The Compaq Big Band 
back to SHS. 

Led by Al Saloky, The Compaq 
Big Band showcases the power of 
15 horns, a cookin’ rhythm sec-
tion, a great feature vocalist, and 
terrific instrumental soloists for a 
diverse range of clients and events 

across the Greater Boston, Great-
er Worcester, Rhode Island, and 
Southern New Hampshire regions. 
The Compaq Big Band began as 
the DECbigband, formed in March 
1975 as one of many employee clubs 
at Digital Equipment Corporation 
(DEC) of Maynard, Massachusetts. 
The only requirements were a love 
of big band music, dedication to 
work hard each week at practices, 
and a willingness to perform with-
out compensation. Throughout the 
mid-1970s and 1980s the group 
performed at a number of Digi-
tal corporate functions each year, 

then branching out into commu-
nity outdoor concerts and benefit 
dance events in the Greater Bos-
ton area. Over the years, the band 
expanded its performance schedule 
to include public functions and ven-
ues in the Greater Worcester and 
Southern New Hampshire areas. 
The band also took the opportuni-
ty to incorporate more, and more 
challenging, charts into its growing 
music library. Several current band 
members are DEC, Compaq, or HP 
alumni who maintain a connection 
to the company tradition and cul-
ture. The remainder of the band is 

made up of various area jazz musi-
cians who embrace the band’s non-
profit operating philosophy. 

The CBB will be joined by jazz 
ensembles from Souhegan HS, 
Pinkerton Academy, Hollis-Brook-
line HS and the Manchester Com-
munity Music School. General Ad-
mission at the door is $10.00 for 
adults and $8.00 for students. Doors 
will open at 6:30pm. For more in-
formation about The Compaq Big 
Band, go to www.compaqbigband.
com .  For event information, please 
contact Carl Benevides at cbenevi-
des@sprise.com.   

Students in the News

Stage managers Olivia Edvalson and 
Bailey Farris

Morning around the Webb breakfast table: Trystan  
Bewersdorf (Mrs. Webb), Hannah Emery (Emily Webb), 
and Michael Rocco (Wally Webb).

Breakfast at the Gibbs home: Matt Campbell (George 
Gibbs), Katie Osterholtz (Rebecca Gibbs), and Alyssa 
Lederhos (Mrs. Gibbs).

Rehearsing their lines for the soda fountain scene are Hannah Emery  
(Emily Webb) and Matt Campbell (George Gibbs).


