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Schools

Compaq Big Band Returns To Souhegan High 
School For Jazz Night #1

AMHERST - The Souhegan High 
School Music Department will host 
the first Jazz Night of the year on 
Friday December 6 at 7:00pm. This 
year marks the 12th anniversary 
of the Jazz Night series of concerts 
hosted at SHS. To kick off our 12th 
anniversary season, we are proud 
to welcome The Compaq Big Band 
back to SHS. 

Led by Al Saloky, The Compaq 
Big Band showcases the power of 
15 horns, a cookin’ rhythm sec-
tion, a great feature vocalist, and 
terrific instrumental soloists for a 
diverse range of clients and events 
across the Greater Boston, Great-
er Worcester, Rhode Island, and 
Southern New Hampshire regions. 
The Compaq Big Band began as 
the DECbigband, formed in March 
1975 as one of many employee clubs 
at Digital Equipment Corporation 
(DEC) of Maynard, Massachusetts. 
The only requirements were a love 
of big band music, dedication to 
work hard each week at practices, 
and a willingness to perform with-
out compensation. Throughout the 
mid-1970s and 1980s the group 
performed at a number of Digi-
tal corporate functions each year, 

then branching out into commu-
nity outdoor concerts and benefit 
dance events in the Greater Bos-
ton area. Over the years, the band 
expanded its performance schedule 
to include public functions and ven-
ues in the Greater Worcester and 
Southern New Hampshire areas. 
The band also took the opportuni-
ty to incorporate more, and more 
challenging, charts into its growing 
music library. Several current band 
members are DEC, Compaq, or HP 
alumni who maintain a connection 
to the company tradition and cul-
ture. The remainder of the band is 
made up of various area jazz musi-
cians who embrace the band’s non-
profit operating philosophy. 

The CBB will be joined by jazz 
ensembles from Souhegan HS, 
Pinkerton Academy, Hollis-Brook-
line HS and the Manchester Com-
munity Music School. General Ad-
mission at the door is $10.00 for 
adults and $8.00 for students. Doors 
will open at 6:30pm. For more in-
formation about The Compaq Big 
Band, go to www.compaqbigband.
com .  For event information, please 
contact Carl Benevides at cbenevi-
des@sprise.com.   

Annual Enrollment Open House
AMHERST – The Amherst Preschool will be holding its Annual Enroll-

ment Open House on Saturday, December 7th from 10:00am-12:00pm for 
interested families.  This Open House is a wonderful opportunity to view 
our space, meet our teachers and ask questions you may have regarding en-
rollment for the 2014-15 school year.

The Amherst Preschool provides enriching programs for children who 
are 2 years 9 months to five years old.  For more information, please visit 
our website at www.theamherstpreschool.com or contact us at 672-8271

Pats Peak After School Ski & 
Snowboard Program

Pats Peak will once again be offering its after school ski and 
snowboard program this winter.  This popular program for Am-
herst students in grades 2-12 runs for 5 weeks beginning in Janu-
ary.  The program dates are January 8, 15, 22, 29 and February 5, 
2014. 

You can sign up online at www.patspeak.com click on Learn to 
Ski and Ride Program.  Username: amherst   Password: learn2ski.

Bus transportation is available but seating is limited!  If you need 
bus transportation please send an e-mail to kim@neinterviewing.
com with Wilkins bus or AMS bus in the subject line.  Since there 
are no refunds from Pats and since seating is limited on the bus 
if you need bus transportation register for the bus first and make 
sure you have a confirmed seat and then register for the program.  
For questions, call: Kim Adams at 440-3330 or Jen Rogers 303-
0331

Souhegan High School Robotics Team Call For Mentors for 2013-14 Year

Applewild Certified as Common Sense School

Morning at Applewild School
FITCHBURG, MA –  Thursday, December 5 - 9:00 AM - TAKE A 

LOOK! Morning at Applewild School. Parents of prospective K-8 students 
and parents interested in the Child Development Center at Applewild for 
ages 3 and 4 are invited to visit classrooms and see students and teachers 
in action.120 Prospect St., Fitchburg. More information about financial aid, 
scholarships and transportation options at www.applewild.org or call 978-
342-6053.

Team 10x recently concluded its unit on reading The Great Gatsby and studying the 1920s. This collage is comprised of various pieces of 
student art work reflecting art styles and themes in the novel and time period. 

Souhegan High School Students Earn All State 
Chorus and Orchestra Honors

AMHERST- Three Souhegan students recent-
ly auditioned Saturday for the NH All State Cho-
rus:  Jake Upton, Lauren Kaltsas, and Liz Purvis. 
Congratulations to Lauren Kaltsas who was ac-
cepted into the Mixed Choir

Further accolades are due to the following band 
students that were selected for All State Orches-

tra. The All-State Orchestra takes very few wind 
musicians, so it is a significant honor for Tina 
Huang and Kole Nunley to be accepted into All 
State Orchestra. These students were selected by 
audition and will join 91 other accomplished stu-
dent musicians in the orchestra from throughout 
New Hampshire for the 2014 NHMEA All-State 

Festival held in Concord on April 10-12, 2014. Ja-
son and Tina received the top overall scores on 
their respective instruments and Kole received 
the 3rd overall score. Souhegan Band Director 
Carl Benevides states, “ Jason, Kole and Tina will 
represent Souhegan very well. They are excellent 
musicians and great young adults.” 

NH All State Chorus:  Jake Upton, Lauren Kaltsas, and Liz Purvis

Souhegan All State Orchestra members: Jason Emmond - Bass (top 
score overall), Tina Huang - Trombone (top score overall), and Kole Nunley - 
Trombone (3rd score overall)

From Superintendent Peter Warburton: 

SAU #39 Boards Seeking  
Community Input
Dear Community Members of 
Amherst and Mont Vernon,

As many of you may know, the school 
boards of Amherst, Mont Vernon and 
Souhegan have begun a Strategic Planning/
Development process for the schools in 
SAU #39.

This process was discussed last spring 
and the real work began in earnest in Au-
gust of this year.

One extremely important piece of a thorough Strategic Plan is to 
seek community input and active participation in the process. Frankly, 
in order for this to work, your thinking and visioning with our Boards 
and our administration and staff are critical to the plan’s success.

In this first outreach ‘opportunity’ to our community members, I 
am attaching a link (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SAU39) to a 
short survey and ask that you respond to it by December 3rd.  This 
will provide an important perspective that our boards can study and 
use in their planning.

In the near future, I will also be asking for your input in a more 
active way by serving on sub-committees to assist our boards in re-
searching topics that will have a significant impact on the future of 
education in SAU #39. 

Please give some serious thought about participating in this pro-
cess. Certainly, you may email (pwarburton@sprise.com) or call (673-
2690) with any questions. I want to thank you for your input and con-
tinued support of our schools.

  Sincerely,
  Peter Warburton
  Superintendent of Schools
  Amherst, Mont Vernon and Souhegan Schools 

FITCHBURG, MA –  Applewild 
School in Fitchburg has been certi-
fied as a “Common Sense School” 
by Common Sense Media, a na-
tional nonprofit organization. The 
designation recognizes Applewild 
for educating its K-8 students to 
be safe, smart, and ethical digital 
citizens. Common Sense Media is 
dedicated to helping children and 
families thrive in a world of digital 
media and technology.

Amelia Herring, librarian at 
Applewild, has been using Com-
mon Sense Media’s innovative, re-
search-based digital literacy and 
citizenship resources, which were 
created in collaboration with Dr. 
Howard Gardner of the GoodPlay 
Project at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. The resources 
teach students, educators, and par-
ents tangible skills related to Inter-
net safety, protecting online reputa-
tion and personal privacy, what to 
share and what not to share, man-
aging online relationships, and re-
specting creative copyright. 

Rebecca Randall, vice president of 
education programs for Common 

Sense Media, said “We applaud Ap-
plewild School for embracing dig-
ital citizenship as an important 
part of its students’ education. The 
school deserves high praise for giv-
ing its students the foundational 
skills they need to compete and suc-
ceed in the 21st-century workplace 
and participate ethically in society 
at large.” 

“We’re honored to be recognized 
as a Common Sense School,” said 
Christopher B. Williamson, Ap-
plewild School Head. “Common 
Sense Media reflects our Core Val-
ues and Core Competencies, partic-
ularly emphasizing respect, respon-
sibility, compassion and the skills 
of communicating, collaborating, 
thinking critically, and being reflec-
tive. By preparing our students to 
use technology safely and responsi-
bly, we are reinforcing their aware-
ness of good citizenship while en-
couraging them to maximize and 
personalize their learning.”

For more information about Ap-
plewild School, go to www.ap-
plewild.org. 

AMHERST – The Souhegan 
High School FIRST Robotics team 
is in urgent need of mechanical en-
gineering mentors for the 2013/2014 
season.  “For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technolo-
gy” (FIRST) was founded by entre-
preneur & inventor Dean Kamen 
in 1989 to inspire students to pur-
sue careers in engineering and the 
sciences.  “If we expect to remain 
the world leader, we must put more 
emphasis into mathematics and sci-

ence at the high school level.”  The 
FIRST robotics program enables 
high school students to work hand-
in-hand with professional engineers 
& scientists in solving a unique en-
gineering challenge.  The FIRST ro-
botics program uses the excitement 
of a sporting competition to expose 
students to the intriguing disci-
plines of engineering, mathematics, 
and science.  

The Souhegan High School 
FIRST Robotics team is typical-

ly comprised of 40 students and 10 
mentors.  The team begins meet-
ing on Wednesday, October 2nd.   
The robotics team meets one-two 
evenings during the fall presea-
son.  The FIRST Robotics Compe-
tition challenge is released in Janu-
ary and changes every year.  Using 
a FIRST provided kit of parts, 150 
lb robots are designed and built in 
six weeks meeting three-four times 
each week.  The team competes in 
two district competitions in the 

New England area.    
The mechanical team usually 

consists of 15 students and 5 men-
tors.  The team uses AutoDesk In-
ventor or Solidworks CAD tools to 
design and fabricate robot parts.  In-
terested individuals willing to sup-
port this noble activity are encour-
aged to contact Bill Price (billp@
yankeepub.com or 673-1355) or Bri-
an Walters (bfwalters@comcast.net 
or 424-8360) for more information.

SHS:  Art Styles and Themes of The Great Gatsby Era


