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Discussion Group At Toadstool Bookshop
On the first Thursday of each month (December 5th), the discussion group 

meets from  7PM  to  8:30PM.  We share ideas on philosophy, current affairs and 
familiar truths. For more information contact: Norah at 673 – 6948.    

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both infor-

mational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book Group, 
Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early December 
the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which is op-
tional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership annual 
fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events visit www.
nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreciated, but 
not necessary. 

Amherst Juniors Open for New Members!
Our mission is civic needs, educational advancement and those less fortunate. 

Our goals are achieved with the assistance and generosity of businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals.

We are in need of women with motivation and dedication to join us in growing 
our mission even further within our surrounding communities.

If you have that energy and would like to “burn it off”, we would love to have you 
join us to accomplish these goals. The advantage is the opportunity to meet new 
people and make new friends at the same time. This is a great opportunity espe-
cially for, but not limited to, those with children in the school system. The AJWC 
sponsors several of the elementary and middle school events.

Please email us at memberships@amherstjuniors.org.  Our website is www.
amherstjuniors.org.  Call Barb @ 508-783-3686 or Karen @305-3046 for more 
information. Join Us! 

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Here’s a glimpse into how the 5th and 3rd 
N.H. Regiments of Volunteers spent Christ-
mas during the first year of the Civil War and 
how Company F (called “6th” by its corre-
spondent) of the 1st N.H. Regiment of Heavy 
Artillery celebrated Christmas during the fi-
nal year.
Fifth Regiment – 1861  

As you know, faithful reader, from my pre-
vious column (26 Nov. 2013), “Thanksgiving 
found “the boys” [of the 5th Regiment N.H. 
Volunteers] hurriedly “marching on” to Al-
exandria, and feeding on soldiers’ rations ...”  
(Boylston, p. 22.) But they made up for it at 
Christmas! 

“Letter from the N.H. Fifth. Camp Cal-
ifornia. Editor of the Cabinet: ... Dec. 25th 
[1861] – Christmas and a merry one. No drill 
today, nothing but fun in the Fifth. The pro-
gramme was the one laid out for Thanksgiv-
ing. In the forenoon a foot race and wrestling 
match for prizes. An oyster dinner [mid-day 
meal] and afterward, a sack race, and scram-
ble for a greased pig. One of our boys caught 
the pig, and bore him off in triumph. We are 
preparing our tents for winter quarters... Pay 
day is earnestly looked for and nigh at hand, 
when the folks at home will be remembered. 
[Signed:] P.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 2 Jan. 1862.)

There were a dozen men 
from Amherst, N.H. in 
Company I of the 5 th N.H. 
Regt. Vols., who had mus-
tered in October 1861, plus 
their captain, Charles E. 
Hapgood, formerly a store-
keeper in the town of Am-
herst. Four of them would 
die in the war, including 
Edward Vose, a farm labor-
er and fireman who was 
the first from Amherst to 
fall in battle, aged 23, from 
wound at Fredericksburg in 
Dec. 1862; and Charles A. 
Damon, aged not quite 40 
when killed at Gettysburg, 
July 1863, and interred on 
the battle field, who left a 
widow and five children. 
Widow Damon would remarry in 1869, Ed-
son Davis, a veteran of the same company, 
who was discharged sick in June 1862, and 
they first lived on Davis Lane where he was a 
50-year-old carpenter in 1870.
Third Regiment – 1861

“Letter from the N.H. Third. Port Royal 
[Hilton Head], S.C., Dec. 28th, [1861]: Friend 
Boylston: When last I wrote you we were 
playing soldier in the surf, ... and expecting, 
as now, to leave next day for “nobody-knows-

where” ... Things are going 
swimmingly with us here at 
Hilton Head, and the boys 
of the 3d are in as good con-
dition and standing as ever, 
with an occasional excep-
tion! ... More than one hun-
dred of those who left For-
tress Monroe with us have 
gone to their long home, 
one fifth of whom were New 
Hampshire men – one from 
your place – Ober of the 
4th, a good, kind, gener-
ous hearted man. ...We are 
all feeling that our Govern-
ment has not cared for the 
health of our Regiments as it 
should have done. Think of 
5000 cases of sickness at one 
point, as there have been 

since our arrival and yet no suitable hospital 
for their reception. ... Christmas was served 
to us with consideration, and vastly enjoyed 
as a holiday in games and sports. Balls moved 
lively, yet very harmless ones. Our Colonel 
was serenaded at eve, and made a speech as 
did also our Chaplain. The Irish companies 
went over and kept mass with the 55th Penn-
sylvania regiment. ... [signed:] Mudsill, Jr.” 
(Farmers’ Cabinet, 9 Jan. 1861.)

Historic Amherst

Christmas for Amherst Men in the Civil War 

MEMORY TREE 2013
Print YOUR NAME Clearly: ___________________________________

Name of person to be remembered.
A. Family - i.e. The John Smith Family -$25.00
B. Per Individual Name - i.e. John Smith - $5.00
Select (Either A or B)
A. The ______________________________________Family ($25.00)
B. Last Name ________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    ($5.00 per individual name)

Make checks payable to:
“The Memory Tree”/Amherst Gardeners

PO Box 694
Amherst, New Hampshire 03031

Deadline: Please return by December 5, 2013. Thank you.
Need more information? Contact Cynthia Dokmo at 673-0395

Memory Tree 2013
Sponsored by the Amherst Gar-

den Club, The Memory Tree acts 
as a remembrance of a loved one to 
all who have made a donation.  This 
tree, an Amherst tradition dating 
back to 1995, is located right in the 
center of town speaking out with 
a twinkle to all who pass by.  “Re-
member me, remember the times 
we shared.”  The Memory Tree will 
be lit on Friday, December 6, the 

weekend of the Tree Lighting Festi-
val and will stay lit through the cold 
winter nights into January.  Now is 
the time to send in your donation 
and names to be remembered.

Call Trese Gilligan 714-9182 with 
questions.  Donations ($5.00 for in-
dividual name or $25.00 for a fam-
ily) may be sent to “The Memory 
Tree/Amherst Gardeners, PO Box 
694, Amherst, NH 03031.  

Col. Charles E. Hapgood, 5th 
N.H. Regiment

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Brrrrrrrr...!
Baby it getting cold outside! 

Don’t worry... I’ll get your home in shape 
before Jack Frost makes his appearance.

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

Creating a Healthier You... One Smile at a Time.

Cara A. Coleman, DMD

Dr. Cara A. Coleman offers:
• Free Consultations
• Implant and Cosmetic Dentistry
• Low dose X-rays
• Help with cavities and bleeding gums
• Tooth colored fillings and crowns
• Dentistry for the Whole Family

1 Overlook Drive, Rte. 101 A, Suite A#3, Amherst • 673-4102
www.colemanfamilydentalcare.com

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 

107 Boston Post Road • Amherst Village

Is your car ready for 
winter? We are!

Certified Automotive Technicians • State-Of-The-Art Equipment 
We Use Only the Highest Quality Materials • Call 673-3134

Are you Ready?

mainstreet-nh.com

Amherst Town Library

New Birth Of Freedom:
The Enduring Importance Of The American Civil War

The Amherst Town Library be-
gins a New Year of programs for 
adults with the January series, Re-
membering…the American Civil 
War in Focus.  To begin the series, 
Dr. Dan Breen, Professor of Histo-
ry at Newbury College in Brookline, 
MA, presents “New Birth of Free-
dom: The Enduring Importance of 
the American Civil War” on Tues-
day, January 7th at 7 p.m.

Raging over the course of four 
terrible years, the American Civ-
il War took the lives of at least 
750,000 people, and left most of the 
South in a state of desolation.  Most 
historians still think of it as the cen-
tral event in American history, but 
what in fact did the union victory 
accomplish?  In this lecture, we will 
explore some of the ways in which 
American life was transformed by 
the war, in ways that no one could 
have predicted at the time of the 
first cannonades at Fort Sumter.

Presenter Dan Breen received his 
Ph.D. in American History from 
Boston College in 2003.  In addition 
to his work as Professor of History 
at Newbury College, he also teaches 
in the Legal Studies Department at 
Brandeis University.  His particular 

interest is in the politics of Massa-
chusetts during the administration 
of Thomas Jefferson.

The series continues on Thursday, 
January 9th at 7 p.m. with “The Civ-
il War Poetry of Whitman, Melville, 
and Dickinson; Tuesday, January 
14th at 7 p.m. with the New Hamp-
shire Humanities funded program, 
“Vanished Veterans: New Hamp-
shire’s Civil War Monuments and 
Memorials”; Thursday, January 16th 
at 7 p.m. with “An Intimate Por-
trait of Amherst Civil War Soldier, 
Charles H. Phelps”; Tuesday, Janu-
ary 21st at 7 p.m. with “The Caning: 
The Assault that Drove America 
to Civil War”; and, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 28th at 7 p.m. with “Civil War 
Quilts”.

All presentations are free and 
open to the public. However, regis-
tration is REQUIRED for each pro-
gram due to space limitations. You 
can register for all these events by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherstlibrary.org  or by visiting 
our website at www.amherstlibrary.
org  and selecting the “Communi-
ty Services” tab, then click on drop 
down “Sign-Up for Programs.”

AMHERST RECREATION
4 Cross Rd, Amherst, N.H. 03031
603 673-6248 ~ 603 673-2032 (FAX)
Peabody Mill Environmental Center 603 673-1141
www.amherstrec.org 

Program Guide Fall 2013
Call 673-6248 for more 

info.  Visit www.amher-
strec.org for info or to regis-
ter.  Most programs require 
pre-registration.  
Art at Wilkins 

Let’s have fun creating art 
together! 
Who: Grades 1-4
Where: Wilkins School - 
Classroom

Gifts from the HeArt   
In this two week class, 

students will create 6 one-
of-a-kind gifts ready for giv-
ing! 
When:  Tuesdays, 12/3-
12/10 2:45-4:15pm

Brrrr! Chilly Winter Art!     
The weather outside may 

be frightful, but these art 
projects are delightful!  
When: Tuesdays, 1/21-2/11 
2:50-4:15pm

Art @ AMS
Who:  Grades 5-8
Where: AMS Life Skills 
Room

Gifts from the HeArt
In this one day workshop 

students will create 6 one-

of-a-kind gifts ready for giv-
ing! 
When:  Saturday, 12/14 
10:00am-2:00pm

Psychedelic Pop Art!
Need a solution for gray 

winter days?  Create some 
colorful POP art! 
When: Thursdays, 2/20-3/13 
2:30-4:00pm

Wrestling for Middle 
School Boys and Girls

Come join the wrestling 
team this season!  No expe-
rience required nor expect-
ed.  Whether you’re in 5th, 
6th, 7th or 8th grade, it’s 
never too late to start.  This 
season, Amherst Recreation 
welcomes NEW head coach 
Garrett Trombi. 
Who: Grades 5-8
When: Practice Tuesdays & 
Thursdays, 12/3-2/25 6:00-
8:00pm; Tournaments and 
meets will be held starting 
in January and ending in 
late February. 
Where: Souhegan High 
School

Homeschool Environ-
mental & Science Pro-
grams 

Amherst Rec offers envi-
ronmental and science pro-
grams to homeschoolers 
ages 3-14. Our next classes 
are held 12/17.  
When:  The 3rd Tuesday of 
each month through June  
Where: Peabody Mill Envi-
ronmental Center
Homeschool Preschool 
Classes, Ages 3-5
Time: 1:00-2:00pm
Homeschool Classes, Ages 
6-8; Ages 9-11; Ages 12-14
Time: 1:00-3:00pm

Horseback Riding Les-
sons for Youth

Students will learn the 
anatomy of a horse, barn 
management, tack, groom-
ing and riding in their out-
door or indoor ring.  This 
is an introductory offer for 
riders new to Walnut Hol-
low Farm.  Bus transporta-
tion after school is available.
Who: Grades 2-12
When:  One hour lessons 
are offered daily Monday 
-Thursday at 3:30, 4:30 or 
5:30 and are purchased in a 

group of 4.   
Where:  Walnut Hollow 
Farm, 40 Walnut Hill Rd., 
Amherst
Fee:  $145 Amherst Resi-
dent; $155 Nonresident

Update for Wrestling: 4th 
graders will be permitted 
to join the Wrestling Team. 
They will be competing 
against their own weight 
and age group at meets and 
tournatments. Any ques-
tions can be directed to the 
Recreation Department or 
Coach Trombi at gtrombi@
harrisrebar.com .
Mixing It Up Kitchen

Amherst Recreation is 
excited to welcome new in-
structor Brandee Wilson. 
She is a self-proclaimed 
kitchen enthusiast and 
mother of three. “I have en-
couraged my children’s in-
terest in cooking and bak-
ing since they were small. 
We always have fun with 
the creating and even more 
satisfaction with the eat-
ing!”

Brandee’s focus is to give 
middle school children a 
positive experience in the 
kitchen and build their 

skills to a point that they 
will be able to open the re-
frigerator and create a sat-
isfying and delicious meal 
for themselves and their 
families. She will be bring-
ing a variety of classes every 
month to AMS. Some class-
es will focus on baked goods 
and desserts, while others 
will cover main dishes, sides 
and salads. Her first class is 
Holiday Cookies.
Holiday Cookies 
Wednesday December 18, 
at AMS from 2:35-4:30

Many children will agree 
that one of the best holi-
day traditions is baking and 
decorating cookies! With a 
Winter/Holiday theme, par-
ticipants will mix, cut out, 
bake and decorate cookies 
with icing they have made. 
Parents will be able to share 
in their experience, as ev-
ery student will make a doz-
en cookies and most will go 
home with each participant, 
after some have been tasted 
in class, of course!

We are always looking for 
new ideas and instructors- 
feel welcome to share feed-
back with us:)

Continued on page 5  u


