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Years ago, at about this time, the men of the 
family were working on a dock while Candlewood 
Lake was pulled down to its winter elevation.  
V-shaped ripples began to head our way across the 
otherwise placid surface of the cove.  Soon the rip-
ple-makers began to come ashore.  To our surprise, 
gray squirrels were swimming across the quarter 
mile of water.

Like most other species much can be written 
about the gray squirrel’s habits.  Helenette Silver 
describes squirrel migrations in her authoritative 
survey report for the NH Fish & Game Dept. titled 
“A History of NH Game and Furbearers”.

Populations of squirrels vary season to season.  
Hunting seasons have been modified year to year 
accordingly by NH F&G.  When populations are 
low a reduced season is ordered.  At one point, the 
animals were so numerous and causing so much 
damage to corn crops that bounties were paid.  The 
F&G Damage Adjuster reported, “They swarmed 
on the fields like grasshoppers.”

The squirrels also make their own adjustments.  
When food is scarce (a poor mast year) squirrels 
have been known to migrate into different re-
gions, going from east to west.  In 1954, the corn 
crop failed and a migration began.  A count on the 

shores of Lake Massa-
besic found 38 migrants 
who had drowned swim-
ming across.  

Similar migrations 
have been noted as squirrels in years of scarcity 
travelled towards Vermont from NH, crossing on 
the Windsor and Charlestown bridges.  Further 
west, migrations caused many squirrels to attempt 
leaving VT to be challenged by the Hudson River.  
So many did survive that the NY farmers suffered 
heavy crop losses and utility poles (un-treated na-
tive chestnut in those days) were damaged.

In past years, we would see two or at most three 
grays under our feeders.  This year, a dozen – but 
who’s counting.  Where are the fishers and rap-
tors when you need them?  Maybe we are a rally-
ing point for a mini-migration.  One plus, sort of, 
is that the squirrels drop more crab-apples to the 
ground than they eat.  This bounty is fodder for 
the deer (2 at the moment) to vacuum up.  I’m not 
fooled.  The hollies and other shrubs will be next.

Enjoy the holidays with time taken to enjoy cre-
ation around us, squirrels deer and all.  

COME TO STORYTIME AT 
THE LIBRARY!
SESSION 2
Starts Nov. 4 and runs to Dec. 13

Baby Listeners  ( newborn-2yrs.)
Fridays at 10:30
Caregivers present

Our “baby” group offers an opportunity 
for babies  and their caregivers to gather for 
rhymes, songs  and puppets. Emphasis is on tra-
ditional rhymes  that reinforce language patterns and 
provide for  parent/child interaction. A simple book or 
two  intended for this age is generally highlighted. 
Toddler Time (2 and 3-yr. olds) 
Tuesdays at 10:00 
Caregivers present 

Toddler Time is for our 2 and 3 year olds who are  just 
beginning to discover the joy of books and stories!   We 

mix it up with simple rhymes, songs, 
and puppets  to appeal to a toddler’s at-
tention span.  Each session  concludes 
with a simple craft for the caregiver 
and  child to create together.  Come 
and join us, we have lots of fun! 
Book Bunch (3-6 yrs.) 
Thurs. at 10:00 
Thurs. at 1:00pm 

Our “Book Bunch” storytime is de-
signed for the longer  attention span 

of the preschool-kindergarten set. 
These  action-packed 40 minute pro-

grams include a wide variety  of books, 
finger plays, and songs.  At the conclusion 

of  each session, caretakers are invited to come 
in and assist  their children with a simple craft. 

All groups meet once per week for six-week sessions 
which run from September until June. No registration 
is required.   

For more information, please call 603-673-2288 and  
ask for Miss Sarah or Miss Sue.  

For up-to-date information  concerning library pro-
grams and events, please visit our website, www.am-
herstlibrary.org  and click on Calendar of Events.                                                                                            

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

It’s About Conservation

Migrants 
By Bruce B. Beckley
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Friends Of The Library Museum Trip
Please join  the Friends of the Am-

herst Town Library for a bus trip to 
the Peabody Essex Museum. 

View nearly 60 oil paintings, works 
on paper, models and small craft that 
deal with the element of water with 
works by Monet, Renoir, Sisley, Sig-
nac and Caillebotte - key impression-
ists who spent many hours at sea, on 
river boats, leisure craft and floating 
studios.  With Avant-Garde Japanese 
Fashion we will see how Japanese de-
signers reshaped fashion in the ear-
ly 1980s. The narrow silhouettes of 
Western couture gave way to flowing, 
sculpted forms. In the Gallery-turned 
Aviary, the artist introduces a flock 
of 70 brightly plumed Zebra Finch-
es who live in a soundscape environ-
ment.  The Yin Yu Tang house is a late 
Qing Dynasty merchant’s house from 
southeastern China. 

Cost:  $38 - (Bus $24, Entrance Fee 
$12, Driver Gratuity $2). Note:  A visit 
to the Chinese House costs $5 which 
will be paid separately at the museum. 
Lunch will be available in the Atrium 
Cafe.  Depart 9:00 a.m. - The Meeting 
Place (Rte. 101) - Return:  5:00 p.m. 

Please make your check out to 
Friends of the Amherst Library and 
mail to: Jane Cosmo, 12 North Mead-
ow, Amherst, NH 03031.  Please in-
clude your telephone and cell phone 
number.  If you have any questions, 
please call 673-8718 or 673-3192. 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM, SALEM on TUESDAY, JANUARY 21
IMPRESSIONISTS ON THE WATER
AVANT-GARDE JAPANESE FASHION

AVIARY WITH 70 FINCHES
YIN YU TANG CHINESE HOUSE

FINAL CLOSING WEEKS
During our Holiday Remodeling Sale

Caspian
Oriental Rug Importers 

(603) 673-1799

50-75% Off
Hundreds of Handmade Rugs

from 2x3 to 12x24
 6x9 Handmade Tabriz  $399
 8x10 Handmade Gabbah  $799
 9x12 Handmade Persian  $899

335 Rte. 13 | Brookline, NH
5 minutes from the Milford Oval – Minutes from Amherst

Store Hours: Tues-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4
caspianhandmaderugs.com

We clean,
repair &
buy old

rugs!

Adjusted to 2 cols. x 3.5” in Amherst Citizen – 11/12/13

The ToadsTool 
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

COREY OLSEN 
Fri., Dec. 6, 7 p.m. 

Get ready for the movie by discussing 
the book first! Professor Olsen leads us 

through Middle Earth with  
“EXPLORING J.R.R. TOLKIEN’S 

THE HOBBIT”. 
(Mariner, $14.95) 
—————

JOHN O! 
Sat., Dec. 14, Noon-1 p.m. 
The local singer performs selections 

from his holiday CD,  
“CHRISTMAS MEMORIES”. 

($15 ea.) 
—————

MIKE MORIN 
Sat., Dec. 14, 2-4 p.m. 

The hilarious WZID radio personality 
visits with his memoir of 40+ years 
at the mic in,  “FIFTY SHADES 

OF RADIO: TRUE STORIES OF 
A MORNING RADIO GUY BEING 

WIRED AND FIRED”. 
(Plaidswede, $19.95) 
—————

ROBIN SCHOEN 
& GAIL HOAR

Sun., Dec. 15, 11:30-1:30 
The autor and illustrator of, 

“GRANDMOTHER’S GUEST: 
THE BLUE LADY OF WILTON” 

join us to sign and share their picture 
book for children about the true story 

of a friendly ghost.
(Hobby Horse Pub, $16.95)

————— 
HOLIDAY HOURS:
12/24  Christmas Eve   9-3

12/25  Closed Christmas Day
12/26  Reopen Thursday   11-6

12/31  New Years Eve   9-5
1/1  Closed New Years Day
1/2  Reopen Thursday   9-9 

————— 
www.toadbooks.com

www.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

Visit our  
NEW model 
home at The 

Fells! 

Offering a wide range of home styles, options 
and upgrades so you can put your  
personal stamp on your new home 

Your Home. Your Way. 

The year is
     running out . . .

We offer personalized 
  assistance in helping  
  you get the most for 
          your money!

Be sure to maximize
 your Dental Insurance          
         Benefits - 

     (space is limited)

	  

	  

Contact	  Mickey	  Larivee	  at	  mickcanic3@aol.com	  for	  additional	  information

	  
	  
	  

Join	  us	  starting	  at	  6pm!

MONTE	  CARLO

Join	  Souhegan	  Athletic	  Committee	  members	  	  	  

Poker - Black Jack - Roulette - Let it Ride

Located	  at	  185	  Elm	  Street,	  Milford.	  
www.riverpokerroom.com

Saturday,	  December	  7th

Complimentary	  Food	  Buffet	  by	  Longhorn

and	  Hope	  for	  Gus	  supporters	  for	  a	  night	  out	  at	  

Calling	  all	  residents	  and	  friends…..

Operated	  by	  Charitable	  Gaming	  Operators…	  

Contact Mickey Larivee at mickcanic3@aol.com for additional information

Now enrolling for 2013-2014
Please call 672-3168 today!

Preschool, ages 3-5
Morning or Afternoon extended 

Kindergarten offered from
8:00 a.m. drop off, until 3:00 p.m. 

walk to Clark or pick up
• Social & emotional readiness

• Learning through play
• Family events

• Nonprofit
• Est. 1995

adfa

ANTIQUES � FINE ART

HOLIDAY
OPEN HOUSE!

December 7 & 8
�

Enjoy sweets & punch
Find fantastic gifts

Shop local & shop unique

Kids-See Santa’s mailroom
& write a letter to Santa!

�
323 Elm St/Rte 101A, Milford NH
603-673-8499  Open daily 10 -5

nhantiquecoop.com

NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine�Celebrating

30 years!

u Christmas for Amherst Men in the Civil War          continued from page 4

There were three Amherst men in 
the 3rd N.H. Regt. Vols., mustered 
in August 1861, including Rodney 
W. Burdick (1837-1883, b. N.Y.), who 
worked as a moulder in the found-
ry on Foundry Street before and af-
ter the war and whose gravestone 
bears the inscription: “Served from 
the first call to the end of the Re-
bellion.” There were seven Amherst 
men in the 4th N.H., mustered in 
Sep. 1861, including Henry Samuel 
Ober, farmer’s son, who is pictured 
in the group of “First Volunteers” 
and died aged 19 at Hilton Head of 
disease in early Dec. 1861.
Heavy Artillery – 1864

“Letter from the 6th [Company of 
1st Regiment] Heavy Artillery. Fort 
Simmons, Md., Dec. 26th, 1864. 
Venerable Cabinet: ... While I write, 
the loud-mouthed cannon are 
speaking forth in their deep toned 
thunder a nation’s thanks to the gal-
lant SHERMAN for the magnificent 
Christmas Present he makes to the 
Union, and from every loyal heart 
goes up the wish “God bless our sol-
diers and our sailors.” Never since 
the war commenced has the New 
Year opened with such bright hopes 
for the speedy and final success of 
the right. ...On Monday evening last 
the boys celebrated Christmas by 
giving a Grand Ball at which were 
assembled the elite and fashion of 
the fort. The chapel was engaged for 
the occasion, and the seats removed 
from the main body of the hall, and 
the interior handsomely decorated 
under the direction of Lieut. Mills, 
with the stars and stripes, chinese 
lanterns, and the company’s arms  
tastefully arranged, having a very 

pleasing effect. ... My vanity will not 
permit me to remain silent upon the 
fact that I had the pleasure of lead-
ing through the intricate mazes of 
Money Musk the charming and ac-
complished Mr. C. H. F___t;  and of 
agitating the light fantastic toe in 
that never-tiring and classic Fish-
er’s Hornpipe in company with the 
bewitching and brilliant Mr. W. E. 
W___l.  After several hours spent in 
doing honors to the Terpsichorean 
deity, we retired to the supper room, 
where an ample repast awaited us, 
the principal materials of which 
were oysters, pickles, crackers and 
apples. Everything passed off as 
merry as a marriage bell. ... Yours, 
C. H. S.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 6 Jan. 
1865.)

There were eight Amherst men in 
First N.H. Regiment of Heavy Artil-
lery, who received a liberal enlist-
ment bounty and were mustered in 
Sep. 1864, including the regular cor-
respondent to the Cabinet, Charles 
H. Shepard, 40, a farmer with an 80-
acre farm in District 3 (south part 
of town) from 1859 to 1866; and his 
Christmas dance partners, also in 
Company F, Charles E. Flint, 26, a 
married farmer who lived in Am-
herst briefly before and after the 
war before returning to Milford 
and was a private turned regimental 
musician in the war, and William 
E. Wallace, 36, farm laborer since 
1857/8 at Amherst and private in 
the war. Their fellow townsman and 
Co. F soldier, Martin P. Weston, 25, 
a farmer’s son, would die of disease 
at Fort Simmons in Jan. 1865. (C. H. 
S had reported on 23 Dec. 1861 that 
there were about a dozen cases of 
mumps among the boys of the Sixth 

Company.) The Lieutenant was 27 
and of Nashua.

The previous issue of the Cab-
inet had reported on Sherman’s 
successful campaign against Sa-
vannah, calling its peaceful occupa-
tion on 21 Dec. a bloodless victory. 
The Union thereby acquired “900 
prisoners, 150 heavy guns, 33,000 
bales of cotton, 16 locomotives, 190 
cars, 4 steamers, and a large sup-
ply of ammunition and material of 
war.” The General himself report-
edly notified the President with this 
message: “Savannah, Ga., Dec. 22, 
1864. To His Excellency President 
Lincoln: I beg to present you as a 
Christmas gift the city of Savannah, 
with 150 heavy guns and plenty of 
ammunition, and also about 25,000 
bales of cotton. (Signed) W. T. Sher-
man, Maj. Gen.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 
30 Dec. 1864.)
Sources:

Revised Register of New Hamp-
shire Soldiers and Sailors, War of 
the Rebellion, 1861-1866, by Augus-
tus D. Ayling, [N.H.] Adjutant Gen-
eral (1895).

Amherst in the Great Civil Con-
flict, 1861-1865 by Edward D. Boyl-
ston (1893).

For more about Hapgood, see 
“Historic Amherst: Amherst’s Most 
Prominent Civil War Veteran – Col. 
Charles E. Hapgood of the Fighting 
Fifth,” The Amherst Citizen (N.H.), 9 
Nov. 2013, page 4.) 

Claude Monet, Sailboats on the Seine, 1874, Oil on canvas
21 1/4 x 25 3/4 (54 x 65.4 cm) Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco

Readers: email news and photos to: news@amherstcitizen.com


