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December’s Featured Artist –Randy Knowles 
Presents Recent Works

Oils and Pastels by Randy Knowles, November 26 – December 28

Saturday · December 7, 2013
Join Randy for an Open House Brunch 

MANCHESTER – East Colony Fine Art will feature artist Ran-
dy Knowles for the month of December.

Recent works by Randy will include paintings in the subject mat-
ters that he has become known for - rural landscapes and those 
brief moments captured in everyday life.  These new paintings will 
fill the walls at East Colony with works in both oil and pastel. 

An Open House Brunch is planned for Saturday December 7th, 
from 11-2 p.m. The exhibit runs from November 26th through 
December 28th. All gallery events are free and open to the public 
and there is plenty of parking.  East Colony Fine Art is located in 
Langer Place, 55 South Commercial Street, 

Manchester, NH. Regular gallery hours: Tuesday-Friday 11-5 & 
Sat 11-3. Phone: 603-621-7400. 

“The Artist’s View” pastel by Randy Knowles

The Frame Depot presents a Holiday Fine Art Exhibit of original 
paintings by Milford artist Phil Bean. The show is currently being 
displayed through December 7 at the Frame Depot, 272-2 Union 
Square, Milford, NH  673-2936.

SNHU Choir and Orchestra to 
Present Winter Performance on 
Dec. 6 at St. Joseph’s Cathedral

Manchester Choral Society Collaborates with 
the Currier Museum of Art

MANCHESTER – “Caroling 
at the Currier” will take place on 
Saturday, December 7, 2013, from 
12:00 to 1:30 p.m. The Manchester 
Choral Society  (MCS) returns for 
its  fourth holiday season of caroling 
in the galleries and the Winter Gar-
den Cafe. Beverages, salads, sand-
wiches, and soup can be purchased 
at the cafe.The Currier Museum 
of Art is located at 150 Ash Street, 
Manchester, NH. Museum admis-
sion is free to Currier members and 
to NH residents who arrive before 
noon. Currier admittance fees apply 
to all others. Please check www.cur-

rier.org for more information.
MCS singers have an extensive 

repertoire. David Publow of Bed-
ford has always liked “In the Bleak 
Midwinter,” remarking that ”its po-
etry sets the scene for the Christmas 
message so well.” Nancy Rosen of 
Dunbarton exclaims: “I love ‘Silent 
Night.’ Just brings me back to play-
ing Mary in the Christmas pageant 
at Grace Church School in NYC in 
8th grade. --but also, too, of many 
Christmas eve masses--this was 
usually  played during communion; 
just a simple, solemn piece. Brings 
tears to my eyes just to think of it.” 

Rita Lynn of Londonderry says, ”My 
favorite is ‘In Terra Pax’ by Gerald 
Finzi because it makes me feel like I 
am right there witnessing the birth 
of Jesus.  It is so solemn , mysterious 
and powerful.  I get so many visu-
als while I am singing this piece and 
the ending is my hope:  ......”and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.”

 The Manchester Choral Soci-
ety is a non-profit auditioned com-
munity chorus established in 1961.  
MCS is committed to sharing and 
promoting the best in choral mu-
sic of a variety of styles and peri-
ods through vibrant performance, 
collaboration, and educational and 
community outreach.  Concerts 
for the public are offered several 
times a year under the musical di-

rection of Dr. Dan Perkins.  Now 
in his twenty-third year as Profes-
sor of Music and Director of Cho-
ral Activities at Plymouth State 
University, Dr. Perkins is also Mu-
sic Director of the New Hampshire 
Master Chorale, and has served as 

the Principal Guest Conductor of 
the Vietnam National Opera and 
Ballet in Hanoi, guest conductor of 
the Dartmouth Concertato Singers, 
Dartmouth Handel Society, and as 
the Music Director of the Hanover 
Chamber Orchestra, and New 
Hampshire Friendship Chorus. Dr. 
Perkins’ choirs have performed all 
over the world.

For further information, go to 
www.mcsnh.org or contact presi-
dent David Betz at 472-6MCS (472-
6627).

Music Director Dr. Dan Perkins leads the Manchester Choral Society during 
their third holiday concert at the Currier Museum of Art in 2012.  MCS will 
again perform this holiday season on December 7, 2013.  The concert 
followed by caroling in the galleries and museum admission are free to all 
NH residents who enter before noon. 

 JOHN HERPER PHOTOS

Elizabeth Blood of the Manchester 
Choral Society joins in the “Carol-
ing in the Galleries” at the Currier 
Museum of Art in 2012. 

Nancy Rosen of the Manchester 
Choral Society loves performing at 
the “Caroling at the Currier.”
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Children of Eden to be Performed by 
Stagecoach Productions

by Janine Leffler  
 
Children of Eden will be per-

formed by Stagecoach Produc-
tions December 6-8 at the Jan-
ice B. Streeter Theater at 14 Court 
Street in Nashua.    This show takes 
a heartfelt and often humorous look 
at the age-old conflict between par-
ents and children, and is a perfect 
play to attend with your family this 
Holiday season.  Children of Eden is 
directed by Steven Harper (of Hol-
lis), with music direction by Judy 
Hayward (of Mont Vernon) and 
choreography by Tina Cassidy. 

Harper said that his favorite 
song is “The Hardest Part of Love,” 
which is sung during Act II. “It’s a 
song that really captures what it’s 
like to have children and the angst 
that goes along with letting them 
grow up and make their own deci-
sions.  There is a line that sums it 
up for me as Noah sings about his 
youngest son, ‘But the one thing he 
most treasures is to make his own 
mistakes’ and that really is the chal-
lenge of being a parent.  As a father 
of two teenage daughters, I feel this 
daily.”  Harper is excited to share 
this show with audiences.  “I really 
want to see the audience moved and 
involved in the greater story, which 
is not really just a Bible story, but 
about the relationship that fathers 
have with their children.  We all 
have a father, so whether or not we 
are a father, I think this story speaks 
to that relationship in a very power-
ful way.”

Ashley Hughes-Swanson, who 
grew up in Amherst, is playing Eve 
and explains that her character 
starts young and gets older as the 
show progresses.  “The song ‘Chil-
dren of Eden’ strikes a chord with 
me because I believe that it is rel-
evant to the world today and how 
people deserve a second chance.”   
Hughes-Swanson went on to say 
that her favorite scene is in Act II 
when Noah and Father sing their 

duet, saying that the hardest part of 
growing up is letting go. “It is a very 
touching scene about family.”

Emily Trubey, a freshmen at 
Nashua North High School, makes 
her Stagecoach Productions debut 
as the character named Yonah.   She 
decided to audition for Children of 
Eden because her attendance at the 
Peacock Players performance of this 
musical, several years ago, sparked 
Emily’s interest in musical theater.  
Looking ahead to the performanc-
es, Trubey looks forward to seeing 
the show in its completion and see-
ing the interaction of all the char-
acters.  When asked why others 
should come see the show, Trubey 
said, “It’s a different kind of sto-
ry that sends a good message and 
a very powerful message that will 
touch a lot of people.”

Michelle Emmond of Amherst is 
in her third show with Stagecoach 
Productions and her third perfor-
mance of Children Of Eden. In this 
production, she is playing a Story-
teller. Emmond had previously done 
this show with the Amherst PTA 
and Manchester Community The-
atre Players.  What interests Em-
mond most about this show is the 
music. “Stephen Schwartz is a real-
ly well known composer. His oth-
er works include Wicked, Working 
and Pippin.  These songs [in Eden] 
are rich in harmonies and it’s a 
singer’s dream to [be able to] sing 
them.”   One difference she sees be-
tween this production and past pro-
ductions she has been involved in is 
the casting.  “Most of the animals 
are played by adults rather than just 
children.  This casting choice was 
very interesting and it allows me to 
express my inner child.” 

The scene that stands out most 
to Concord’s Darick Velez, who is 
playing Adam, is at the end of Act 
I where Adam and Eve sing the 
poignant “Close To Home.”   Velez 
states, “I like this scene because it 
is very reflective.”  Velez   encour-

ages others to come see Children of 
Eden.  “Whether or not you are reli-
gious,  Children of Eden is a reflec-
tion back upon  familiar Bible sto-
ries that highlight character traits, 
and even for those that are not fa-
miliar with the Bible story,  the 
characters of Adam, Eve, Cain, and 
Abel are represented in a way that 
people can relate to.” 

Children of Eden will be per-
formed at the Janice B. Streeter 

Theater at 14 Court Street, located 
in Nashua, on December 6-8.   Show 
times are Friday and Saturday eve-
ning at 8pm and Sunday afternoon 
at 2pm.  Tickets are $20 for adults 
and  $18 for  seniors and military 
and $12  for children ages 12 and 
under and can be purchased online 
at www.stagecoachproductions.
org or by calling the box office at 
320-3780.  Come out and enjoy this 
moving piece of musical theatre. 

Manchester – The Southern New 
Hampshire University Choir and 
Orchestra will present a Winter 
Concert on Friday, December 6 at 
7:00 p.m. in St. Joseph Cathedral at 
145 Lowell Street  in Manchester. 

Featured in the performance 
will be Vivaldi’s “Gloria in D” per-
formed by the choir and orchestra 
combined, under the direction of 
Sophia M. Santerre, SNHU Direc-

tor of Choirs.
The orchestra, under the direc-

tion of Bill Drury, SNHU Orches-
tra Director, will be performing 
Beethoven’s “Symphony No. 8.” The 
choir will perform holiday selec-
tions including a jazz rendition of 
“Silent Night” and selections from 
“Home Alone Christmas” by John 
Williams.  Admission to the event 
is free and open to the public. 
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Children of Eden will be performed by Stagecoach Productions December 
6-8 in Nashua.


