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Schools

With Jay Goodell are Paul Schlotman, SHS Engineering teacher, Andy  
Peters, Goodell, and Sean Harris

Jay Goodell Competes in Pumpkin 
Chuckin World Championship
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Bells Will Be Ringing … 
Souhegan High School will hold its annual Holiday Concert on 
Thursday, December 12, at 7pm, in the SHS theater.  The com-
munity is invited to this free concert which will feature over 100 
students in the Concert Choir, Acapella Singers, Handbell Choir 
and Concert Band.  Pieces to be 
All concert by Jazz Band on Friday, December 6 – fee and features 

Souhegan High School Robotics Team Call For 2013/2014 Mentors

Pats Peak After School Ski & 
Snowboard Program

Annual Enrollment 
Open House

The Amherst Preschool will be 
holding its Annual Enrollment 
Open House on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7th from 10:00am-12:00pm 
for interested families.  This Open 
House is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to view the space, meet teachers 
and ask questions regarding enroll-
ment for the 2014-15 school year.

The Amherst Preschool provides 
enriching programs for children 
who are 2 years 9 months to five 
years old.  For more information, 
visit: www.theamherstpreschool.
com or call 672-8271.

Souhegan Community Service Day

Amherst PTA Presented Gold Seal Partnership Award

Claudine Hessmer-Husainy, Vice President Amherst PTA , Paula-Marie Passen, PTA President, Pat Gould, Teacher, 
Gerry St. Amand, Principal, Clark-Wilkins School.

Pictured here are the students who volunteered at Ledge St. Elementary 
School in Nashua. (Front): Eliza Cullen, Maddie Boyea, Keelan MacKen-
zie; (Back):  Ally Roberts, Spencer George, Ryan Boehm, Faith Farnham, 
Makayla Stoller

The 100th NH PTA con-
ference was held recently 
in Concord and the Am-
herst PTA was presented 
with a Gold Seal Award 

in recognition of maintaining the 
basic standards in keeping with 
the goals and purposes of the New 
Hampshire PTA for 2012-2013.  
The Partnership Award was given 
to Mrs. Pat Gould in recognition of 
her commitment and collaboration 
with the Amherst PTA.  

Last year Mrs. Gould went above 
and beyond, sharing a treasured 
item that brought the PTA, teach-
ers, students, and administration 
together.  Her students are so im-
portant to her she donated quilt 
pieces that she and her mother 
began together.  In her mother’s 
memory, she and her fellow teach-
ers created a quilt that was full of 
love.  The award was presented to 
Mrs. Gould by PTA president Pau-
la-Marie Passen and vice president 
Claudine Hessmer-Husainy.  Also 
present at the presentation was Ge-
rard St. Amand, principal of Clark-
Wilkins School.

The Souhegan High School 
FIRST Robotics team is in urgent 
need of mechanical engineering 
mentors for the 2013/2014 sea-
son.  “For Inspiration and Recog-
nition of Science and Technology” 
(FIRST) was founded by entrepre-
neur & inventor Dean Kamen in 
1989 to inspire students to pursue 
careers in engineering and the sci-
ences.  “If we expect to remain the 
world leader, we must put more em-
phasis into mathematics and sci-

ence at the high school level.”  The 
FIRST robotics program enables 
high school students to work hand-
in-hand with professional engineers 
& scientists in solving a unique en-
gineering challenge.  The FIRST ro-
botics program uses the excitement 
of a sporting competition to expose 
students to the intriguing disci-
plines of engineering, mathematics, 
and science.  

The Souhegan High School 
FIRST Robotics team is typically 

comprised of ~40 students and ~10 
mentors.  The team begins meet-
ing on Wednesday, October 2nd.   
The robotics team meets one-two 
evenings during the fall presea-
son.  The FIRST Robotics Compe-
tition challenge is released in Janu-
ary and changes every year.  Using 
a FIRST provided kit of parts, 150 
lb robots are designed and built in 
six weeks meeting three-four times 
each week.  The team competes in 
two district competitions in the 

New England area.    
The mechanical team usually 

consists of 15 students and 5 men-
tors.  The team uses AutoDesk In-
ventor or Solidworks CAD tools to 
design and fabricate robot parts.  In-
terested individuals willing to sup-
port this noble activity are encour-
aged to contact Bill Price (billp@
yankeepub.com or 673-1355) or Bri-
an Walters (bfwalters@comcast.net 
or 424-8360) for more information.

Pats Peak will once again be of-
fering its after school ski and snow-
board program this winter.  This 
popular program for Amherst stu-
dents in grades 2-12 runs for 5 
weeks beginning in January.  The 
program dates are January 8, 15, 22, 
29 and February 5, 2014. 

You can sign up online at www.
patspeak.com click on Learn to Ski 
and Ride Program.  Username: am-
herst   Password: learn2ski.

Bus transportation is available 
but seating is limited!  If you need 

bus transportation please send an 
e-mail to kim@neinterviewing.com 
with Wilkins bus or AMS bus in the 
subject line.  Since there are no re-
funds from Pats and since seating is 
limited on the bus if you need bus 
transportation register for the bus 
first and make sure you have a con-
firmed seat and then register for the 
program.  For questions, call: Kim 
Adams at 440-3330 or Jen Rogers 
303-0331

(L to R): Chandler MacKenzie, Thomas Bennett and Stevie Upton
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Compaq Big Band Returns To SHS 
For Jazz Night #1

Jay Goodell (SHS Class of 2001) 
spoke on his work with trebu-
chets to Souhegan students.  Jay is 
now an electrical engineer and has 
been building trebuchets since he 
was in school here.  The last two 
years he has been competing at the 
world championships for pumpkin 
chuckin in Delaware.  His trebu-
chet called the Launch-Ness Mon-
ster won the best of the Tre-buchet 
launch designs his rookie year at 

the World Championship in Sussex 
County, Delaware. The Discovery 
Channel was filming Jay’s design as 
well.  The presentation was required 
for the advanced engineering stu-
dents.  Click on the link below if you 
would like to see Jay’s trebuchet de-
sign.  Jay holds the world record for 
the catapult division of the compe-
tition and he just got married this 
summer.   

AMHERST - The Souhegan High 
School Music Department will host 
the first Jazz Night of the year on 
Friday December 6 at 7:00pm. This 
year marks the 12th anniversary 
of the Jazz Night series of concerts 
hosted at SHS. To kick off our 12th 
anniversary season, we are proud 
to welcome The Compaq Big Band 
back to SHS. 

Led by Al Saloky, The Compaq 
Big Band showcases the power of 
15 horns, a cookin’ rhythm sec-
tion, a great feature vocalist, and 
terrific instrumental soloists for a 
diverse range of clients and events 
across the Greater Boston, Great-
er Worcester, Rhode Island, and 
Southern New Hampshire regions. 
The Compaq Big Band began as 
the DECbigband, formed in March 
1975 as one of many employee clubs 
at Digital Equipment Corporation 
(DEC) of Maynard, Massachusetts. 
The only requirements were a love 
of big band music, dedication to 
work hard each week at practices, 
and a willingness to perform with-
out compensation. Throughout the 
mid-1970s and 1980s the group 
performed at a number of Digi-
tal corporate functions each year, 

then branching out into commu-
nity outdoor concerts and benefit 
dance events in the Greater Bos-
ton area. Over the years, the band 
expanded its performance schedule 
to include public functions and ven-
ues in the Greater Worcester and 
Southern New Hampshire areas. 
The band also took the opportuni-
ty to incorporate more, and more 
challenging, charts into its growing 
music library. Several current band 
members are DEC, Compaq, or HP 
alumni who maintain a connection 
to the company tradition and cul-
ture. The remainder of the band is 
made up of various area jazz musi-
cians who embrace the band’s non-
profit operating philosophy. 

The CBB will be joined by jazz 
ensembles from Souhegan HS, 
Pinkerton Academy, Hollis-Brook-
line HS and the Manchester Com-
munity Music School. General Ad-
mission at the door is $10.00 for 
adults and $8.00 for students. Doors 
will open at 6:30pm. For more in-
formation about The Compaq Big 
Band, go to www.compaqbigband.
com .  For event information, please 
contact Carl Benevides at cbenevi-
des@sprise.com.   

Reminder

Christmas Wreaths for Veterans
Marie Grella spearheaded a project to place holiday wreaths on over 

400 veterans gravesites in Amherst’s six cemeteries.  Making the task 
possible were the volunteers of citizens and students on Saturday, No-
vember 30 who showed up to do the work. Fanning out across town 
the volunteers decorated the marked gravesites at the following cem-
eteries: Meadowview, Town Hall, Cricket Corner, St Patrick, Chestnut 
Hill and the Pauper grave.  

Marie was able to complete her task with donations from citizens, 
300 wreaths from Walmart and red ribbon from Grenon’s. Thank you!

 The Monday before Thanksgiv-
ing is the busiest day for many local 
agencies, and Souhegan students 
have been volunteering on this day 
for the past 13 years.  Students were 
busy at Nashua and Manchester 

Soup Kitchens, unloaded Christmas 
trees for the Rescue League of NH 
annual Christmas tree sale, worked 
with students and preschoolers at 
Head Start, Boys & Girls Club and 
schools in Manchester and Nashua.  
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