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Schools

Students in the News

The Williston Northampton 
School Announces Local Hon-
or Roll Student

EASTHAMPTON, MA - The 
Williston Northampton School an-
nounces that the following student 
made the Honor  Roll for the first 
trimester of the 2013-14 academ-
ic year.  Congratulations to Jasmin 
Movassaghi of Amherst, who is a 
member of the Class of 2016, on 
achieving Honors.

Students earning High Honors 
are required to earn a grade point 
average of 92. Students earning 
Honors are required to earn a grade 
point average of 87.
Local Students Honored 
for First Quarter Academic 
Achievement

NASHUA – Nine local students 
have been recognized by Nashua 
Catholic Regional Jr. High School 
for their academic achievements 
during the First Quarter ending 
November 8, 2013.  Seventh graders 

Timothy Greene and Tucker Ma-
cLellan, both of Amherst, were re-
congized with High Honors, while, 
eighth graders Lauren Cavignano 
and Ella Lowenberg, and seventh 
graders David Boyle, Davis Cama-
cho, Isabel Cullen, Ella Lowenberg, 
all of Amhers, and Alexa Scmitz, of 
Mont Vernon were named to the 
school’s honor roll.

Nashua Catholic Regional Junior 
High School affords an outstand-
ing education based on a solid cur-
riculum that is rooted in Catholic 
tradition.   Accredited by the New 
England Association of Schools and 
Colleges, Nashua Catholic follows 
diocesan guidelines and surpass-
es the state curriculum standards.  
Nashua Catholic, a vibrant and ex-
citing Christ-centered school, ex-
ceeds expectations every day. Nash-
ua Catholic will hold its next Open 
House on Sunday, January 26 from 
12:30 to 2:00p.m.   For more in-
formation, please contact the Ad-
mission Office at 603.882.7011, or 
you can learn more by visiting the 
school’s website at www.ncrjhs.org.

Honor a Loved One During the Holidays…
And Help Send a Local Student to College

Are you having a hard time finding that perfect gift for some-
one near and dear? Why not help a student go to college with a gift 
donation to the Souhegan Scholarship Foundation? This holiday 
season, the Souhegan Scholarship Foundation would like to give 
you an opportunity to honor or memorialize a loved one, while you 
help send a worthy student to college.

Since 2004, the Souhegan Scholarship Foundation has given 
more than $105,000 in scholarships to students in Amherst and 
Mont Vernon, NH. Our local high-school students have shown 
dedication to scholarship and community service, and deserve our 
assistance with the high costs of higher education. We have pro-
vided scholarships to local students who are enrolled in all area 
schools.

Simply send a donation to us with the name of the person or peo-
ple you’d like to honor. We will publish the names of your honored 
relatives in the local papers to thank you for your contribution.
• Option A: For donations up to $250, your loved one’s name(s) 

will be printed in the local newspaper, acknowledging your do-
nation.

• Option B: For donations above $250, you may honor a loved 
one AND you may choose a scholarship that the money will 
fund from one of the following:

 Liberal Arts
 Math, Science & Engineering
 Fine Arts
 Vocational Training
Please send your donation no later than December 19, 2013. 
• If you choose Option A (up to $250), please send us the name 

of the person you’d like to honor with your donation. You may 
put this information on the memo line of the check.

• If you choose Option B (above $250), please send the name of 
the person AND the scholarship you’d like to support. You may 
put this information on the memo line of the check.

Holiday Donations
Souhegan Scholarship Foundation

PO Box 323
Amherst, NH 03031

You may also donate online at www.souheganscholarshipfoun-
dation.org, where we accept credit cards through PayPal. 

The Souhegan Scholarship Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-prof-
it organization. Your donation may be fully tax-deductible within 
the limits of the law.

Visit our website for more information on donations, applica-
tions for scholarships, deadlines, and general information: www.
souheganscholarshipfoundation.org.

Forensic Science Course Launched at Souhegan
By Melissa Chapman

This fall the science department 
at Souhegan High School added Fo-
rensic Science, a trimester elective, 
to our list of course offerings.  Stu-
dents explored topics including the 
importance of good observation 
skills and the validity of eyewitness 
accounts, crime scene investigation 
and evidence collection, various ev-
idence analysis procedures such as, 
fiber analysis, tire track evaluation, 
shoe print impressions, fingerprint 
patterns, blood spatter analysis, 
blood typing and paternity, DNA 
fingerprinting and gel electropho-
resis.  School Resource Officer, John 
Smith provided several enrichment 
activities for us throughout the tri-
mester.  He arranged for a K-9 unit 
demonstration from the Milford 
Police Department, set up a crash 
scene scenario in which he taught 
students how to analyze tire skid 
marks, and arranged for a forensic 
scientist from the NH State Crime 
Lab to speak to students.  

It just so happened that the visit-
ing scientist and fingerprint expert 
was our own Emily Rice, a grad-
uate of Souhegan High School in 
2004.  Emily’s Senior Project while 
at Souhegan explored forensic sci-
ence, which in turn led her to a 
career in the field.  Emily gave an 
hour-long presentation featuring 
an overview of the work of a foren-
sic scientist and then focused in on 
her area of expertise in fingerprint 
analysis.  Additionally, she talked 
with the students about the career 
path to become a forensic scientist.  

One of the greatest understandings 
students gained from her presenta-
tion was that being a forensic scien-
tist is nothing like that portrayed on 
television shows like CSI.  

I would like to thank the stu-
dents in my Forensic Science class 
for helping to launch this new elec-
tive. And on behalf of my students, 
I would like to give a very special 
thanks to alumnus Emily Rice, and 

Officer Smith for bringing their ex-
pertise to our class.

Melissa Chapman is a teacher in 
the science department at Souhe-
gan High School.

Forensic Science Class:  Top Row:  SHS teacher Melissa Chapman, School Resource Officer John Smith, stu-
dents Mike Mancini, John Bowler, Charles Westling III, presenter and SHS alumna Emily Rice; Bottom Row:  SHS 
students Jenn Schwager, Ashley Lamarche, Jenn Catambone, Paul Stacy.

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 

Salzburg Square
292 Route 101, Amherst, NH

603-673-5223

A Specialty Boutique

Gala Events &
Special Occasions...

Apparel, Accessories,
Nightwear & Jewelry

“For the Home”

Seasonal Gatherings...
Classic Table Linens for
Formal or Casual Dining

Finishing Touches...
Root Candles -
Collinette, Arista
Pillar & Tapers

Unique Gifts...
for Family & Friends Now accepting registrations for currently 

enrolled students and siblings

Preschool, ages 3-5
Morning or Afternoon extended 

Kindergarten offered from
8:00 a.m. drop off, until 3:00 p.m. 

walk to Clark or pick up
• Social & emotional readiness

• Learning through play
• Family events

• Nonprofit
• Est. 1995

Holiday Centerpieces

305 Route 101, Amherst • 673.3008 • www.amherstgardencenter.com
Open Daily Until December 24th!

Taking orders until Sunday, December 22nd!

From Superintendent Peter Warburton: 

Souhegan High School Board Announces 
Appointment of Principal 
and Dean of Students 

The Souhegan Cooperative School Board 
and Superintendent Peter Warburton are 
pleased to announce the appointment of 
Rob Scully to the position of Souhegan 
High School principal and the appointment 
of Peter Gagnon as dean of students. Both 
Rob and Peter have been fulfilling these 
roles on an interim basis since being ap-
pointed in July and August respectively 

As a member of Souhegan High School 
community for the past 14 years, Rob has been a respected member of 
the faculty as a ninth grade English teacher, as an athletic coach, and 
an advisor. He was also an active member of community council, per-
sonnel policy committee and grade 9 team captain. Rob served in the 
capacity of dean of students during the 2012 – 13 school year, before 
being appointed to the interim principal position. 

Peter began his career as a biology teacher at Timberlane High 
School in Plaistow. Before joining Souhegan as interim dean of stu-
dents in August, he was at Bedford High School, Bedford, serving as a 
coordinator of the international baccalaureate programme. 

Superintendent Peter Warburton was very pleased with the board 
nominations. “Given what I have seen over past few months, both Rob 
and Peter are strong and trusted additions to our leadership team, and 
I personally look forward to working with them. 

“Mary Lou Mullens, chair of the Souhegan Cooperative School 
Board, stated “The board received overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from staff, fellow administrators, parents and community members 
on the performance of both Rob and Peter in these interim roles.” The 
board voted on these appointments at their December meeting. 

   Mary Lou Mullens, chair 
   Fran Harrow, vice chair 
   Howard Brown, secretary
   Steve Coughlan
   Pim Grondstra
   Chris Janson 
   Peter Maresco 
   Peter Warburton, superintendent of schools

Souhegan Book Club Heads to Boston for Author Signing
By Julie Kellndorfer 

One of the benefits of living 
an hour outside of Boston is that 
there are many events that come 
into reach for Amherst students. 
The Souhegan Book Club discov-
ered this first hand on November 
25th, when acclaimed young adult 
novelists David Levithan, Rain-
bow Rowell, Bill Konigsberg, and 
Paul Rudnick visited the Brookline 
Booksmith for a book signing. 

Not everyone in the book club 
could attend, but the group that 
went included thirteen girls and 
five teachers, including Informa-
tion Center staff members and book 
club advisors, Lisa Petrie and Mar-
jie Hobbs. Lisa Petrie first heard of 
this event in the beginning of No-
vember, and knew immediately that 
it was a perfect event for the book 
club. “It was the summer reading 
program that actually got a lot of 
students excited about David Lev-
ithan and Rainbow Rowell. Lev-
ithan’s Will Grayson, Will Grayson 
and Every Day, as well as Row-

ell’s Eleanor and Park, have made 
the reading list in past summers. 
They were big hits with their read-
ing groups, and the excitement in-
spired most of the book club girls 
to read them! And I knew that an 
event with these authors so close by 
couldn’t be missed!” 

The four authors traveled from 
all over the country to the Brook-
line Booksmith independent book 
shop in Brookline, Massachusetts. 
The narrow aisles and walls of nov-
els matched the small-town feel of 
a store like the Toadstool, a sur-
prising feat for a bookstore found 
on the busy Harvard Avenue. The 
doors opened at 6:30pm to begin 
seating, and the Souhegan book 
club snagged seats within the first 
five rows. 

After a welcoming applause for 
the special guests, the event opened 
with readings from each author. 
Bill Konigsberg, winner of the 2008 
Lambda Literary Award, began by 
reading a scene from his newest 
novel, Openly Straight. Following 
Konigsberg was acclaimed screen-

writer, playwright, and novelist 
Paul Rudnick, who read from his 
first young adult novel titled Gor-
geous. Rising star in the young adult 
genre Rainbow Rowell began by 
reading the first paragraph of Elea-
nor and Park. She then enlisted Da-
vid Levithan to help her read a witty 
dialogue from her latest novel, Fan-
girl. New York Times bestselling 
author David Levithan read in the 
same format as Rowell; first, read-
ing a powerful monologue from his 
newest novel, Two Boys Kissing, fol-
lowed by a scene of dialogue in the 
same novel. 

Not wanting to run out of time, 
the authors chose to move into the 
question and answer section of the 
event. In fact, two girls from the 
Souhegan book club were able to 
ask their questions to the authors. 
Valeria Podobniy, a sophomore at 
Souhegan High School, inquired 
about Rowell’s character choice in 
Eleanor and Park, resulting in a so-
ber moment where all the authors 
chimed in to speak about personal 
image and self-worth. As a senior 

myself, I asked all the authors about 
their process for writing humor, to 
which all the authors laughed, and 
to which Rowell responded, “If I 
laugh at what I’ve written, my editor 
can’t touch it!” 

Lasting around an hour and 
half, the event contained all the 
excitement and knowledge that 
the Souhegan book club had been 
seeking. The girls and teachers had 
many books autographed by the au-
thors, and even had the chance to 
speak personally with all four au-
thors. The thrill equivalent to meet-
ing a movie star left many of the 
girls short of breath as they excit-
edly chatted about the experience 
with each other while exiting the 
small shop.

The chance to hear and meet 
some of their favorite authors was a 
highlight for the girls in the Souhe-
gan book club. The success of this 
first event certainly paves the way 
for more events to come. After all, it 
is only an hour’s drive down to Bos-
ton!

Next Issue:  January 14, 2014
Deadline:  January 8, 2014

Thanks to all of our dedicated contributors and generous advertisers for helping 
to make this issue of The Amherst Citizen so “special!”


