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TOWN OF AMHERST
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Amherst Supervisors of the Checklist will be 
in session at the Town Clerk’s Office at the Amherst 
Town Hall on Tuesday, January 21, 2014, between 
7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. New voter registrations, 
additions and corrections to the checklist, and party 
changes may be made at this session. If unsure of 
your current party affiliation, you may go online to 
check it at http://cfs.sos.nh.gov/app/Public/PartyIn-
fo.aspx or check the paper checklists located at the 
Town Office or Town Library.

FY15 School District Public 
Hearing Dates
• Amherst School District Public Hearing 

- January 15th at 7:00 p.m. at Souhe-
gan High School

• Mont Vernon School District Public 
Hearing - January 16th at 7:00 p.m. at 
Mont Vernon Village School

• Souhegan Cooperative School District 
Public Hearing - January 15th at 6:00 
p.m. at Souhegan High School

Town Election
March 11, 2014
Amherst, New Hampshire
Filing Period for Town Offices
January 22, 2014 – January 31, 2014

 
1 Selectman for 1 year
1 Selectman for 3 years
1 Moderator for 2 years
1 Town Clerk for 3 years
1 ZBA member for 3 years
1 Trustee of the Trust Funds for 3 years
1 Cemetery Trustee for 3 years
2 Library Trustees for 3 years
1 Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 Years
Candidates shall file with the Town Clerk during 

regular business hours which are Monday – Friday 
from 9AM to 3PM and Tuesday night from 4:30PM 
to 6:30PM.

On January 31, the last day of the filing period, 
the office will be open until 5PM .

Amherst Lions Annual Roast 
Beef Dinner

The Amherst Lions Club’s Annual Roast Beef Din-
ner will be held on Friday, February 7th, 2014 from 
5:30PM to 7:30PM at the Amherst Middle School on 
14 Cross Road.  Dinner includes slices of roast beef, 
gravy, baked potato, vegetables, beverages and sal-
ad.  Desserts will be provided by the Amherst Junior 
Women’s Club.  Adult tickets are $10.00.  Tickets 
for children 6 to 12 are $5.00.  Meals for children 
under 6 years of age are free.  Tickets will be on sale 
outside the Amherst Post Office on Saturday 1/11, 
1/18, 1/25 and 2/1, from 9AM to Noon, at the door, 
or call 673-9348 and ask for Lion Joe.

Team Earley Celebrates Ground 
Hog Day with Pancake Palooza 

TEAM EARLEY is hosting its 6th Annual Pancake 
Palooza Fundraiser event on Sunday, February 2nd 
“Ground Hog Day” at Souhegan High School café, 
412 Boston Post Rd. Amherst from 7-11:00 am. 
“All You Can Eat” blueberry, chocolate chip, or plain 
pancakes, Panera Bread bagels & pastries, and 
much, much, more. Tickets are $5/per person (chil-
dren 5 and under eat for free). Tickets are available 
at the door the day of the event, or by contacting 
info@teamearley.org. There will be Dozens of raffle 
baskets offering something for everyone’s interest, 
silent auction, and family entertainment to include a 
“Climbing Wall” and a possible visit from one of St. 
Patrick’s Leprechaun’s are some of the highlights. 
All proceeds are to benefit the Melanoma Founda-
tion of New England whose mission is to promote 
awareness, education and prevention of Skin Can-
cer. Hope to see you there! For more information 
on upcoming TEAM EARLEY events log onto www.
teamearley.org

384 Rte. 101, Bedford, NH • (603) 472-4080 • www.gscabinetry.com
Mon.-Fri 8:30am-5pm • Sat. 10am-4pm 

Biggest Sale Ever!
20% Off our Dynasty Cabinetry ends March 9th

Some restrictions apply.  Please see store for details.

FIRST Robotics Team Annual  
Comedy Night Set for January 25
Proceeds support SHS FIRST Robotics Team

Amherst Fire Trend Continues, Residents  
Encouraged to Get Fireplaces Inspected

Amherst Town Library 

Civil War Quilts

By Mark Boynton, Chief 
AMHERST FIRE DEPARTMENT

AMHERST - A three 
alarm fire in Amherst on 
December 13th is the fifth 
fire in a year caused by brick 
chimneys that were con-
structed without sufficient 
air space between the fire-
place and building materi-
als such as wood framing or 
plywood sheathing.   

The December 13th fire at 
3 Brookwood Drive was re-
ported by the neighbor who 
noticed fire coming from 
the side of the house next to 
the chimney. The occupant 
was not home at the time 
of the fire.   The fire quick-
ly extended from the first 
floor wall were it originat-
ed into the second floor and 
into the attic causing heavy 
fire, heat and smoke dam-
age.   Although the building 

structure itself was saved 
the majority of the owner’s 
belongings were lost in the 
fire.   

“This is the fifth fire in 
Amherst in less than a year 
that has originated in the 
same location within each 
of the structures, has the 
same cause, and has been 
built in about the same time 
period,” explained Boyn-
ton. The lack of fire codes 
and enforcement of codes 
during the building boom of 
the 1950s to 1970s allowed 
many Amherst homes to 
be built without the proper 
separation between com-
bustible materials and heat 
sources. 

“I am very concerned that 
a number of these hazards 
are likely to exist in Am-
herst,” Boynton said. “What 
we are seeing is homes 
made of wood framing ma-

terials such as pine studs or 
plywood placed against the 
rear or sides of a fireplace, 
in direct contact with the 
masonry material leaving 
no air space to allow the 
combustible materials to 
withstand the temperature 
change.  Without that space, 
over time these materials 
can heat up, begin to smol-
der within the walls unde-
tected until a fire breaks out 
and becomes large enough 
to cause major damage,” 
continued Boynton.  

Amherst Fire Depart-
ment Officials are working 
with the State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office and insurance 
companies in an effort to 
educate Amherst residents 
about this situation. Resi-
dents that have a brick fire-
place constructed between 
1950 and 1980 should dis-
continue use of their fire-

places until they have been 
inspected by a certified ma-
son or chimney specialist.     

Unfortunately there is no 
easy way to conduct these 
inspections to determine 
if they were constructed 
with the proper two inch 
air space required by today’s 
building and fire safety 
standards.   In most cases a 
portion of a home’s interior 
or exterior wall must be re-
moved to determine if a fire 
hazard exists.  

Also a reminder that 
working smoke detectors 
are vital to saving lives and 
minimizing fire related 
damage.   For more infor-
mation on how to deter-
mine if your home is safe, 
contact the Amherst Fire 
Department 603-673-1545.

AMHERST – In the fi-
nal program of the Am-
herst Town Library’s series 
Remembering…the Ameri-
can Civil War in Focus, the 
New England Quilt Muse-
um curator, Pam Weeks, 
presents “Civil War Quilts” 
on Tuesday, January 28th at 
7 p.m.  In this lecture, Pam 
will feature some of the sto-
ries behind quilts made for 
Civil War soldiers’ use by 
children and women work-
ing on the home front to 
provide much needed ma-
terial comfort for the troops 
in camps, hospitals, and in 
the field.  The stories told 
through these rare quilts 
are stories of love; others 
relate the determination of 
the women seeking an ac-
tive role in the war efforts 
and their patriotism and 
creative abilities.  Weeks 
also includes stories about 
the soldiers who received 
the quilts, and the meaning 
to those who received them.  
She will also be bringing 

several quilts from the era, 
and reproduction quilts.

Presenter Pam Weeks is 
an expert traditional quilter 
and fiber artist and has been 
a state-juried member of 
the League of New Hamp-
shire Craftsmen since 1993.  
She has exhibited her quilts 
through the League shops 
and in exhibits nationally 
and internationally.  A cer-
tified appraiser of quilted 
textiles, Pam is also a mem-
ber of the Professional As-
sociation of Appraisers of 
Quilted Textiles and the 
American Quilters Society.  
She has lectured and taught 
quilting arts at regional and 
national shows.  Curator of 
the New England Quilt Mu-
seum in Lowell, MA, Pam 
is a quilt historian and her 
first book Civil War Quilts 
was released in 2012.  A sec-
ond book on “potholder” 
quilts is scheduled for re-
lease in 2014.  Now living 

AMHERST - Souhe-
gan High School’s FIRST 
Team Entropy 138 will host 
the 13th Annual Comedy 
Night on January 24th at 
the Souhegan High School 
Auditorium at 7 pm. This 
is the Team’s primary fund-
raiser to support its partici-
pation in the FIRST Robot-
ics Competition. Tickets for 
this year’s Comedy Night 
are $20 at the door, or $15 
in advance. Advance tick-
ets are available from team 
members, or by email at ro-
boticsteam138@gmail.com 
or by emailing Allan Mc-
Guy at themcguys@com-

cast.net. 
This year’s comedy line-

up features three acclaimed 
comedians from the Bos-
ton comedy scene including 
Dan Boulger, Will Noonan, 
and Christine Hurley. Select 
members of the robotics 
team will launch their own 
acting debut in a skit writ-
ten and directed by Dave 
Brooks.

A bake sale and silent 
auction will also be held 
during the event offering 
not only a night of laughter, 
but also great food and fan-

Clark-Wilkins School

Geography Bee Winners

Continued on page 12  u

Continued on page 5  u
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Library    pages 4 and 5

Library
The Amherst Town Library features 
a number of exciting programs this 
month. Registration is required. 

Schools    page 14

Enrichment 
2014 Evening Enrichment 
Courses and Workshops 
start January 27th.

Arts
Peacock Players, New Hampshire’s 
premiere award winning youth 
theatre, present Almost, Maine.

Arts & Entertainment   page 9 Sports    page 15

    SportsFolio
The winter sports teams at Souhegan 
High School are now underway both 
on the courts and on the slopes.

New England Quilt Museum curator, Pam Weeks

National Geographic Bee was held at Wilkins School for fourth graders.  Ten students on stage answered 
difficult geography questions.  At the end, Kayli Pike (right) was the winner and the  runner-up was Jack 
Dermody.  Finalists also included: Miles Lim, Nathanael Shepherd, Ryan Humphrey, Chloe Trudel, Ian Birse, 
Ana Nickolenko, William Marcella and Daniel Svendsen.  Teachers Becky Ladeau and Jaime Richardson 
were the organizers for the National Geographic Bee.
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