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KEENE – Family fun is the catch-
word for the winter/spring enter-
tainment offerings at the Redfern 
Arts Center at Keene State College 
that include the hilarious circus an-
tics of Montreal-based Cirque Al-
fonse, toe-tapping folk music by 
Rani Arbo & daisy mayhem, thrill-
ing new modern dance works by 
Rebecca Stenn and Doug Elkins 
Dance, and the thought-provoking 
puppetry of Sandglass! Theater. In 
addition to this fabulous line-up, 
the Redfern engages au diences with 
numerous free activities and con-
nections with our visiting artists 
that enhance the experience of live 
performance, ranging from work-
shops with the artists, post-show 
discussions, lobby receptions, and 
art exhibits.

“During the winter season we 
know that many parents and care-
givers are looking for family-friend-
ly activities,” said Redfern Director 
Shannon Mayers.   “So in February 
we are offering two great family 
shows on Saturdays that are perfect 
for all ages. I encourage everyone in 
the community to visit campus to 
experience all of our performanc-
es and especially our free Creative 
Connections activities.”

The Redfern’s winter/spring sea-
son comprises five performances.
Rebecca Stenn (Monday,  
January 27, 7:30 p.m. Alumni 
Recital Hall)

2013-14 Redfern Choreogra-
pher-in-Residence Rebecca Stenn 
will perform the New England pre-
miere of a solo dance concert, Time 
I Know. This new evening length 
concert consists of a stunn! ing ar-
ray of mesmerizing solos performed 
by Stenn, accompanied by comp 
oser Jay Weissman, bass, who will 
provide a live musical conversa-
tion throughout the dance perfor-
mance. Weissman has a long mu-
sic and dance collaboration with 
Stenn’s modern dance company 
and has composed for and per-
formed with diverse artists such as 
Pilobolus Dance Theatre and the 
Flux Quartet. Stenn, who has long 
been fascinated by the solo form, 

and has danced numerous solo con-
certs over the last 20 years, has per-
formed and toured throughout the 
world as a principal dancer with 
Momix and Pilobolus. Tickets are 
$20 for the general public and $15 
for seniors and children.
Cirque Alfonse (Saturday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2 p.m., Main Theatre)

This hilarious circus troupe from 
Quebec presents Timber! a live-
ly folk-musical circus featuring 
log-walking, spoon-clacking, hatch-
et-juggling, clog-dancing and even 
hijinks on an outhouse! Celebrat-
ing their first United States tour, 
Timber! is a smorgasbord of fam-
ily fun based on the tradition of 
logging camps with axes swinging 
through the air and logs becoming 
props as the performers do daring 
knife tricks and acrobatic feats to 
the toe-tapping sounds of tradition-
al Quebecois music. Tickets range 
from $40 to $25 depending upon 
seat location.
Doug Elkins Dance (Tuesday, 
February 4, 7:30 p.m., Main 
Theatre)

The irreverent choreographer 
Doug Elkins returns to the Redfern 
Arts Center with the world pre-
miere of Hapless Bizarre, a com-
ic movement piece that Elkins de-
scribes as “Merce Cunningham 
meets Buster Keaton.” It will be a 
light-spirited work to juxtapose his 
more  shadowy Mo(or)town Redux, 
a homage to Jose Limon’s Moor’s 
Pavane, which is based on Shake-
speare’s tragedy Othello, with the 
upbeat music of Motown and the 
neo-Motown sound. Tickets range 
from $25 to $15 depending on seat-
ing.
Rani Arbo & Daisy Mayhem 
(Saturday, February 22,  
11 a.m., Alumni Recital Hall) 

One of “America’s most inven-
tive string bands” (The Boston Her-
ald), Rani Arbo & daisy mayhem 
mix traditional, original, and con-
temporary sounds on fiddle, guitar, 
bass, and recycled percussion. Rani 
Arbo & daisy mayhem’s family 

show is barefoot, front-porch, tap-
your-feet folk music for families, 
spanning 200 years of American 
music. With influences from Doc 
Watson to Django Reinhardt, from 
Fiddlin’ John Carson to the funky 
Meters, Rani Arbo & daisy mayhem 
delight fam! ilies with their gener-
ous spirit, quirky humor, and mu-
sical prowess. A ll tickets are $5 to 
this family show.
Sandglass Theater (Tuesday, 
March 4, 7:30 p.m., Main  
Theatre)

The beloved Putney, Vermont 
puppet theater returns to the Red-
fern with D-Generation: An Exal-
tation of Larks. This touching new 
piece explores the rich creative po-
tential of people living with demen-
tia. Their collective stories, told 
through a cast of puppets and their 
caretakers, creates a piece that is 
poetic, humorous, and quite myste-
rious. From these stories, Sandglass 
Theater forms scenes of t! he inner 
life of the characters, and creates a 
piece that reflects both the stigma 
and the acceptance, the despair and 

the joy, that is equally present and 
possible, in both the person with 
dementia and in their caregivers 
and family members. These stories 
reveal the somber side of the disease 
as well as its humor and playfulness. 
Tickets range from $25 to $13 de-
pending on seating.

The Arts Center is named in hon-
or of Dr. Leo F. Redfern, Keene State 
College President from 1969 to 1979 
for his vision, commitment, and el-
oquence on behalf of the arts that 
made funding and construction of 
the facility a reality. In 1981, KSC 
inaugurated this new performing 
arts center, with the goal of provid-
ing unforgettable artistic encoun-
ters for the campus and communi-
ty. Since then, the Redfern stage has 
hosted hundreds of amazing shows, 
from internationally renowned art-
ists to emerging young talents to 
KSC’s own student performers. 
Over the years, the Redfern has ex-
panded its outreach programs, cur-
ricular and community partner-
ships, becoming an indispensable 
resource for the Keene community 
and beyond.

Winter/Spring Season at Redfern Arts Center 
Offers Fun Events For All Ages

9th Annual One-Act Playwriting 
Workshop and Festival

“A New Direction” by Soosen   
Dunholter at Jaffrey Civic Center

WILTON – Andy’s Summer Play-
house, a non-profit children’s the-
ater that has been providing youth 
ages 8-18 the chance to work with 
professional artists to create ener-
getic and innovate productions for 
the past 43 years, announces a sea-
son of four original plays which will 
celebrate roles and role models for 
girls in 2014.

At the Andy’s Winter Gala on De-
cember 28th, Producing Artistic Di-
rector DJ Potter noted his commit-
ment to providing opportunities for 
girls and young women (who last 
year made up over 60% of Andy’s 
participants) on and backstage in 
the coming season and to engaging 
more female writers and directors 
to mentor the young participants. 

“The 2014 season will present sto-
ries from history and imagination 
about women adventurers and art-
ists; there will be roles for girls and 
boys, and more professional women 
directors then we have had in recent 
past.   We are also excited to bring 
back Andy’s touring production 
to serve more kids and reach more 
communities.”

The touring production will be 
a fourth production in the season, 
traveling to 4 or 5 towns (depending 
on available sponsorship) outside of 
Andy’s home base in Wilton.  In ad-
dition Andy’s will continue to offer 
its young Play Lab program and new 
play festival.

Auditions for all productions will 
be Sunday, March 9th in Temple 
and Saturday, March 15th in Mil-
ford.

Audition sign ups are online 
at https://andys2014auditions.
eventbrite.com.
The Strongest Girl in the World, 
1st rehearsal June 2;   
performances June 28- July 6

Written by Jessica DiGiacinto. Di-
rected by Jenny Emerson Foreman

Little Clara always knew she 
wanted a different kind of life; a life 
without rules or limitations, a life of 
adventure, a life like the performers 
at Coney Island’s famous freakshow. 
But you can’t join the circus without 
an act. Against the advice of every-
one she knows, Clara realizes her 
destiny -- and starts on a journey 

that will change her, and the world 
around her, forever.
The Block, 1st rehearsal June 
16th; performances July 19

Written and Directed by Jared 
Mezzocchi

When asked to write a creative 
story in a summer magazine for 
school, Eleanor is faced with one of 
the hardest challenges of her high 
school life: a writer’s block. From 
speed writes to associative word 
games to bizarre character stud-
ies, Eleanor leans on her half-made 
characters to help her understand 
how her mind can unlock all its 
mysterious ideas.
Circumference - Around  
the World with Nellie Bly  
(Touring Production), 1st  
rehearsal June 23rd,   
performances July 21 –  
August 2nd (approximately)

Written and Directed by Shannon 
Sexton Potter

Around the world in 80 days? Sure, 
why not? It wasn’t always so easy. In 
1889 it was downright dangerous, 
unpredictable, and never been done 
before! Join pioneer female investi-
gative reporter extraordinaire Nel-
lie Bly as she races to conquer the 
Jules Verne myth. Alone. With the 
world watching. Without luggage.
Phantasmagoria ~ or ~  
Voices from the Ether   
(Musical) 1st rehearsal June 
30; performances August  
8 - 16

Written and Directed by DJ Pot-
ter. Composed by DJ Potter and Pat-
rick Boutwell In the middle of the 
19th century the Fox sisters became 
famous for communicating with 
spirits. What started as a kind of lo-
cal parlor trick quickly became a na-
tional phenomenon with young girls 
all over the U.S. discovering they 
too had the gift to speak to the dead. 
Were the girls telling the truth or 
just acting out for attention? Either 
way, one thing was certain, girls 
across the country had finally found 
their voice and were going to con-
tinue to use it by whatever means 
necessary.

Peterborough Folk Music Society Presents Chris 
Smithers at Peterborough Playeers Theatre

PETERBOROUGH – There are 
such things as the cosmic blues. Janis 
Joplin once recorded a song by that 
name — she spelled it kosmik. But 
Chris Smither lives them.

Smither’s cosmic blues are on full 
display in Hundred Dollar Valentine, a 
brilliant amalgam made of equal parts 
past, present and future.  It is music 
that traces its roots back deep into tra-
dition, anchors its rhythms and tex-
tures in today, and reaches forward 
into the future,  asking the Big Ques-
tions — why am I here? Is there pur-
pose to all of this or is it just a spinning 
cascade of random moments?

And he does it all with six strings, an 
insistent, understated groove and a sly 
wink — letting you know that we may 
all enter and leave  this world alone, 
but that don’t mean we can’t have a 
good time while we’re here.  Hundred 
Dollar Valentine, Smither’s 12th stu-
dio disc, came out June 19, 2012 on 
Signature Sounds, sports the unmis-
takable sound he’s made his trade-
mark: fingerpicked acoustic guitar 
and evocative sonic textures meshed 
with spare, brilliant songs,  delivered 

in a bone-wise,  hard-won voice.
From his early days as the hot New 

Orleans transplant in the Boston folk 
scene, through his wilderness years, to 
his reemergence in the 1990s as one 
of America’s most distinctive acous-
tic performers, Chris Smither has al-
ways been his own man. He has zigged 
when others  have zagged, eschewing 
sophisticated studio tricks and stay-
ing true to his musical vision, sur-
rounding himself with sympathet-
ic musicians  ranging from Bonnie 
Raitt and the late Stephen Bruton to 
the next-generation kindred spirits 
with whom he works today. You can 
see Smither perform at the Peterbor-
ough Players Theater in Peterborough 
on January 18 at 8pm, presented by 
the Peterborough Folk Music Society. 
Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 
day of concert and can be purchased 
at the Toadstool Bookshops, on line at 
ticketstage.com or by mail at PO Box 
41, Peterborough, NH 03458. Cash or 
checks only at the door. Please see our 
web site pfmsconcerts.org for much 
more information or call 827-2905. 

Cirque Alfonse, the hilarious circus troupe from Quebec, performs Saturday, February 1, 2 p.m., Main Theatre at the Redfern Arts Center

Doug Elkins Dance performs Tuesday, February 4, 7:30 p.m., Main Theatre

MILFORD – Since 2006, the 
One-Act Playwriting Workshop 
and Festival has been an annual 
event of the Riverbend School of 
Theater Arts, a program of the Boys 
and Girls Club of Souhegan Valley 
in Milford New Hampshire. Origi-
nated and lead by Founder and Ar-
tistic Director Toby Tarnow, this 
thriving and well attended work-
shop has premiered 26 new plays 
by 24 different student playwrights 
from 10 schools and 3 states, in-
cluding 5 musicals. Beginning in 
2009, the program has received an 
annual grant from the Nancy O 
Fund of the NH Charitable Trust to 
support playwriting themes around 
positive values.

The 9th Annual Playwriting 
Workshop and Festival will show-
case four new plays written by 5 
students.  Auditions for over 20 
speaking roles will be held on Jan-
uary 26 from 1:00pm-4:00pm at the 
Boys and Girls Club, 56 Mont Ver-
non Street, in Milford.  Rehears-
als will be held every Tuesday and 

Wednesday beginning January 28 & 
29. The program is also seeking stu-
dents interested in stage manage-
ment and stage crew.  Performances 
are March 13 &14th at the Amato 
Center for the Performing Arts in 
Milford. 

Devon Labonte a senior from 
Hudson’s Alvirne High School has 
written her 4th comedy for this 
year’s workshop. The festival will 
also featuring a tragedy by Nicole 
Sprague, 15; a romantic fantasy by 
Gage Gibson, 13, and Woody Stock-
well, 12; and a historic adventure by 
Gabe Garcia, 14. 

“We are thrilled to have a diverse 
and wonderfully entertaining group 
of plays to cast, rehearse and pres-
ent to audiences at the Amato Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts”, stated 
Ms. Tarnow. “We are hoping to fill 
the theater with audiences support-
ing these young playwrights. Once 
again we look forward to a fun, live-
ly process of bringing these new 
works from the page to the stage!”

JAFFREY – The Jaffrey Civic 
Center is pleased to host the ex-
hibit, “A New Direction” by Soosen 
Dunholter in the first floor Display 
Cases from January 2 through Feb-
ruary 6, 2014.  

Soosen Dunholter’s studio prac-
tice focuses on a conversation 
among her array of tools and ma-
terials, By integrating a variety of 
hand-pulled printing methods; em-
bossed monotypes, multi layered 
ghost and screen prints she create 
her mixed process works. Harmo-
nizing the confluence of chance 
and experimentation to arrive at a 
unique whimsical and poetic style 
that unifying her love of color and 
pattern, and a passion for telling a 
visual story, not unlike the tradi-
tional Japanese poetry form of Hai-
ku.

This past year Soosen took a break 
from her well-known abstract work 
while she focused on the building 
of a new studio and created a series 
of lively watercolors, illustrating lo-
cal sites and farm scenes around the 
Monadnock Region as well as cap-
turing glimpses of her month long 
travels in Europe this past summer.

Graduating with a BA in Fine 
Arts, her career as an artist has 
continued to evolve through mas-
ter classes with master printmakers 
and painters, as well as a wide vari-

ety of artist workshops she attend-
ed where she experimented and ex-
plored a variety of philosophies and 
mediums, to further her education 
in uncovering her visual voice.

Soosen is a member of the Mono-
type Guild of New England, Vice 
President of the Women’s Caucus 
for the Art/NH chapter, New En-
gland WAX and a Juried member 
of the New Hampshire Art Associ-
ation and Cambridge Arts Associ-
ation and on the Board of Monad-
nock Art /Friends of the Dublin Art 
Colony.

She currently creates her art in 
her studio in Peterborough, New 
Hampshire and exhibits through-
out New England. She continues 
to find new sources of inspiration 
in walks around her home as well 
as from her overseas travels, and 
captures the essence of these plac-
es in her colorful, sophisticated yet 
whimsical style.

The Jaffrey Civic Center is locat-
ed at 40 Main Street, Jaffrey, New 
Hampshire, next to Library, parking 
in rear. Hours are Tues: 10-6, Wed-
Fri 1-5.  We will not be open on Sat-
urdays during January.  Admission 
is always free. For more information 
about us, call 603-532-6527, e-mail 
us at jaffreycntr@aol.com, find our 
website, www.jaffreyciviccenter.
com, or “Like” us on Facebook.

Andy’s Summer Playhouse Announces 2014 
Summer Season

A Season About The Girls


