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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.
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The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
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will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
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number is included.
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Zoning Collateral Damage
To the editor:

A developer has put article 48, a zoning change, on Amherst’s March 
ballot by petition.  Article 48 benefits his property but exposes most res-
idential areas of Amherst to harm from noisy and high-traffic businesses 
moving in.  This proposed zoning ordinance for “sports and recreation” 
would surely permit a skateboard/snowboard park with music played over 
loudspeakers, a dance hall, a gym, a martial arts studio, and an outdoor 
concert venue in residential neighborhoods.  All of these businesses could 
be developed on normal sized lots and perhaps start in an existing barn or 
large garage.  The operators would likely need to put in more parking, wid-
en their driveways, and maybe plant some porta potties.  This is a neat end-
run around the current home occupation ordinance.

How is this possible?  The proposed change removes safeguards from our 
current zoning laws that presently require sports and recreation activities 
in neighborhoods to be of modest intensity and impact.  The phrase “sports 
and recreation” encompasses any activity people enjoy.  It is actually even 
more broad than that, because “sports” can include animal activities such 
as dog racing.

Based on observing the Zoning Board and Planning Board in action over 
the past year, I believe an exact replica of Cemetery Fields, in terms of facili-
ties and usage levels, would be approvable by both boards under the current 
zoning laws for properties on Stearns Rd and elsewhere.

Please vote NO on this developer’s proposed zoning changes, articles 48 
& 49.

They would cause too much harm!
Peter de Bruyn Kops
Amherst

Vote “NO” on Ballot #48 and 49!
To the editor:

I encourage you to vote “NO”  on Ballot #48 and 49  regarding zoning 
changes to the Rural/Residential Zoning Ordinance!  These petitions are 
asking the people of Amherst to do away with portions of the ordinance 
that pertain to land usage within the town.  The current ordinances are in 
place so we can maintain our rural lifestyle in Amherst many of us love and 
moved here to enjoy.  If we don’t say “NO” on Ballot #48 and 49, then we 
are saying it is okay for anyone to set up any type of commercial sports and 
recreation business.  Even if that commercial business does NOT conform 
to the current neighborhood, does NOT comply with the current Nuisance 
Provision (dealing with noise, trash, odor, etc), and can have permanent 
buildings for storage, concession stands, etc.   Please join me in keeping this 
aspect of Amherst the way it is—vote “NO”  on Ballot #48 and 49!   

Lisa Eastland
Amherst

Is Expediency More Important 
Than Integrity?
To the editor:

The proposal by the Friends of Cemetery Fields to abolish the Cemetery 
Trustees and transfer responsibility to the Board of Selectmen because the 
CT elects to obey the law rather than flout it is insulting on several levels: 
to the Cemetery Trustees firstly by implying that their principles and integ-
rity, not to mention their time and effort for the Town, is valueless and that 
secondly by suggesting the BoS has at least three members who have none 
of these traits even though they were elected by residents, thirdly,  who are 
impugned to be either naive, self-absorbed or plain stupid as they focus 
“on the kids” who lastly get the message that it is not enough to run red 
lights (“Hey, I’m busy...”), abuse parking spaces (“I’ll be just a minute, I’m in 
a hurry...”) and cheat on their taxes (“Didn’t I tell you that I’m busy and in a 
hurry?”) but also OK to fire people who do their jobs if expediency is more 
important than integrity.

Andrew Clifford
Amherst

Fire Hazard
To the editor:

In “Amherst Fire Trend Continues....” (January 14 - 23, 2014) our Fire 
Chief Mark Boynton recommends that all residences with brick fireplaces 
built between 1950 and 1980 should be inspected, which in most cases in-
cludes removing portions of walls.   

Any reasonably handy home owner who does not want to wait for this in-
spection - and not use the fireplace or wood stove in the meantime -  can do 
the following him/herself - instead of starting with removing wall portions 
which can run into hundreds of dollars. Having been a lifelong “frustrated 
framer” - here is what I would do:

Typically the wall hiding the masonry is Gypsum Wall Board/GWB/
sheet rock on 2x4s, or 2x3s, or just 1”x3” strapping. I would take the thin-
nest practical drill bit - the holes easily can be patched afterwards - and 
find the wood studs behind the GWB.

Then I would use a larger bit to establish the size/depth of the stud - one 
can feel it when the bit breaks though the wood. I would measure on the 
bit how deep this is, and then I would take a thinner bit to measure the 
distance to the masonry. If the math does not show that there is a 2”+ air 
space:  PROBLEM !  

THEN one can remove sections of the GWB to establish the extent of the 
problem, ask the Fire Department to send an inspector, etc.

Martin Michaelis, AIA
Member State Board of Fire Control

Federal Funds Needed in NH for 
Health Care
To the editor:

A healthy and productive workforce makes for a healthy economy and 
for healthy communities – not just in Amherst, where I live, but through-
out the state. 

That’s why I’m asking Senator Bragdon to take advantage of the federal 
funds available to our state which would extend health coverage to more 
hard-working, yet economically struggling families.

Many of our day care teachers, store clerks, landscapers and home health 
aides cannot afford insurance. We now have the opportunity to provide 
them with affordable care so they can stay healthy without potentially 
bankrupting their families because of unpaid medical bills.  In my experi-
ence as an executive of a not-for-profit organization I learned that healthy 
workers are more effective and ultimately reduce the expenses for the com-
pany. 

Under health reform the federal government will pay 100 percent of the 
Medicaid insurance costs for the first three years.  Then, over a 7 year pe-
riod, the amount of payment from the federal government will be reduced 
but the government will continue to pay 90 percent from then on. If the 
federal contribution ever changes after that, New Hampshire can withdraw 
– the state has that in writing from federal officials.  Under this health fi-
nancing model, NH will benefit from the estimated $2.4 billion in federal 
funds, over the next seven years, which would flow to health clinics and 
hospitals – and lead to new jobs and more spending at local businesses.

By extending health coverage to more people – including mental health 
and substance abuse treatment we would save money in state and local 
public safety budgets. Please join me urging our State Senators, especial-
ly, Senator Bragdon, to vote to accept the federal funds so that as many as 
48,000 people in NH will have the health care they need.

Michael J. Cohen
Amherst 

Let’s Follow The Law!
To the editor:

I would like to publicly thank the Trustees of Cemetery Fields for their 
integrity in trying to do the right thing with regard to the present contro-
versy.  I am sure they have felt the attacks are personal when people have 
demanded a portion of the Cemetery Fields be left as playing fields and they 
have been asked to step down.  There are many of us silent ones who never 
write letters to the editor, but deeply appreciate the thankless jobs they and 
others do to make Amherst a better place.  Their many years of service to 
the community have been exemplary.

My husband and I have been residents of Amherst for 39 years and have 
consistently supported and voted for playing fields in our town.  Our 4 chil-
dren grew up enjoying the fields to play in and my husband coached girls’ 
soccer and softball teams, so we understand the need. It is not a matter of 
which is more important: playing fields or cemeteries.  Let’s follow the law! 
I am appalled that some people simplify the issue to a simple choice of pref-
erence.  Of course, we want playing fields!  But it is my understanding, that 
the Trustees of Cemetery Fields are required to follow the law and the in-
tent of the gift from the owners.  To do otherwise would be expensive to the 
Town and the easy way out.  I appreciate their efforts to educate the public 
of the financial implications if we go the legal route to try to overturn the 
1999 Superior Court ruling that the fields must revert to their intended us-
age in Sept 2014.  Why subject the taxpayers to endless years of legal costs 
when the outcome is almost certainly to rule in favor of honoring a court 
ruling and a legal obligation? 

For those who voted against the Merrimack Road purchase for playing 
fields a couple of years back and are now attacking the Cemetery Trustees 
just trying to do their job – shame on you!

 
Diane Jaquith
Amherst

Learn About School Budget at  
Deliberative Meeting
To the editor:

The Deliberative Session for the Amherst School District FY15 budget 
and other warrant articles will be held on Saturday, Feb 1, at 11am in the 
auditorium at Souhegan High School.  We invite you to attend and hear 
our presentation on the curriculum, technology and facility initiatives this 
budget supports, as well as enrollment, staffing, revenue, and default bud-
get information.  We will also present warrants on the new Collective Bar-
gaining Agreement for our teachers and a Capital Reserve Fund for Special 
Services.

Please come and ask us your questions.  We are eager to hear from you, 
answer your questions, and engage in discussion about Pre-K - 8th grade 
education in Amherst.

 
Sincerely,
Amherst School Board members
Peg Bennett
Amy Facey
Lucienne Foulks
Jim Manning
Paul Prescott

Souhegan School Board Outlines 
Budget Philosophy 
To the editor:

The Souhegan Cooperative School Board focuses on developing the bud-
get for next year starting in October.  Working closely and cooperatively 
with the SAU and High School Administrators, and the Advisory Finance 
Committee, we have developed an appropriate, fiscally responsible FY15 
budget. 

At the suggestion of the Advisory Finance Committee during last year’s 
budget process, we created a Budget Study Committee which worked 
throughout the spring and summer to examine basic assumptions, com-
pare our budget and operations to other districts, and analyze cost struc-
tures more  thoroughly before developing this year’s budget.   Part of that 
analysis explicitly recognized the basic assumptions underlying our budget 
philosophy, which in turn becomes the basis for key decisions. They are as 
follows:

1. Support personalized learning, including keeping class sizes at approx-
imately 20 students, and a target ratio of 80 students a teacher is responsi-
ble for in any given trimester.

2. Keep supports in place to maintain Souhegan’s zero dropout rate. 
These supports are embedded throughout the school, but are particularly 
evident in our guidance and student services staff, school resource officer 
(SRO), 9th and 10th grade team teaching model, and advisory program.

3. Maintain a salary structure and step program that attracts the best 
teaching staff, encourages our staff to earn their increases by continuing 
their education and professional development, and fosters long term com-
mitment and consistency for our students.

4. Strive for a 95% participation in co-curricular activities, based on re-
search documenting its benefits. These benefits include higher academic 
achievement and educational aspirations, better time management skills, 
better attendance, reduction of risk factors, improved confidence and lead-
ership skills. 

5. Continue to be on the leading edge of 21st Century Learning by: devel-
oping students’ critical thinking, civic mindedness, and global awareness; 
keeping up-to-date with technology; expanding our program of studies by 
using every teacher’s talent to its fullest; and by partnering with business-
es and educational institutions to offer our students additional real world 
learning experiences.

To learn more about the budget, please attend the Souhegan Deliberative 
session on SATURDAY, February 1, 2014, at 9AM in the Souhegan High 
School Auditorium, 412 Boston Post Road in Amherst.

To vote on the budget, warrant article, and candidates for School Board, 
voting will be held on TUESDAY, March 11, 2014.  Amherst residents vote 
at Souhegan High School, 6AM to 8PM.  Mont Vernon residents vote at the 
Mont Vernon Village School, 7AM to 7PM.

The Souhegan Cooperative School 
Board
Howard Brown, Mont Vernon
Steve Coughlan, Amherst
Pim Grondstra, Mont Vernon
Fran Harrow, Amherst
Chris Janson, Amherst
Peter Maresco, Amherst
Mary Lou Mullens, Amherst, Chair


