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SNEADS FERRY, N.C. – In Chris-
topher Murphy’s new novel “Nash-
ua” (published by Abbott Press) the 
tranquility of southern New Hamp-
shire is shattered as a serial killer 
terrorizes the city of Nashua.

Located just north of Boston, 
Nashua is known as a quiet city – 
until a series of violent murders 
makes front page news just before 
Memorial Day. The brutal killings 
leave citizens terrified, and the New 
Hampshire State Police respond by 
bringing in an experienced investi-
gator: Detective Sergeant John Os-
borne. Together with a local detec-
tive, David Boyle, Osborne must 
stop the murderer before he strikes 
again.

The author Christopher Murphy 
is a former police officer and New 
Hampshire native.  Chris is from 
Amherst and attended Amherst 
schools graduating from MASH in 
1990. He has been on active duty in 
the United States Marine Corps for 
the last 14 years. He lives in North 
Carolina with his wife, Donna, and 
their six daughters. Murphy recent-
ly returned from Afghanistan after 
serving as camp commandant of 
Camp Dwyer in Helmand Province, 
and is a veteran of Iraq.  Chris and 
his family currently live in Sneads 
Ferry NC.  Murphy was inspired to 
write a detective novel while he was 
a police officer prior to joining the 
Marine Corps. 

As the Logistical Officer for 
Headquarters Battalion, 2nd Ma-
rine Division, Murphy keeps a busy 

schedule of coordinating daily sup-
port and embarkation require-
ments for supporting and external 
units, advising the battalion com-
mander on the readiness status of 
equipment and weapons systems, 
de-conflicting support requests 
and recommending priorities and 
allocations of logistical support in 
all functional areas.    After about 
two years of work, Murphy found 
a way to work a long time dream 
into his busy schedule.   “I have al-
ways wanted to write a book, after a 
while, I told myself I am going to do 
this and started the planning pro-
cess,” said Murphy.  

  “I was a police officer prior to 
joining the Marine Corps so I had a 
basis to form the police story line. I 
obviously embellished those experi-
ences to make them a bit more dra-
matic to fit my literary plan,” said 
Murphy.   All though the process 
of writing book is not an easy one, 
Murphy used the time as a stress re-
liever and a way to pass time when 
he was not working.   “I wanted to 
write a mystery thriller that evolved 
while I wrote it,” said Murphy. “I 
wanted it to be suspenseful and de-
veloped an initial outline. I was in-
spired by Dennis Lehane and James 
Patterson from reading their books 
and seeing their movies.”   Murphy 
said that one of the hardest parts of 
the writing process for him was the 
editing stage. He said it took him 
about six months to edit the novel 
but once finished he was very excit-
ed.   “I never wrote a book before, I 

never took any writing classes and I 
didn’t have an editing company help 
me,” said Murphy. “Once complete, 
I felt such a great relief and self-
pride that I have started to write an-
other book.”

“Nashua” by Christopher Mur-
phy is available in hardcover and 
softcover at Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble.
An excerpt from “Nashua”:

“Jimmy was about ten feet away 
when the person standing there 
lunged forward like a cat. Before 

he could do anything, the kill-
er’s gloved right hand was around 
his throat, squeezing it with al-
most inhuman strength. The ther-
mos dropped and rolled across the 
floor; the jacket fell in a pile as Jim-
my reached up with both hands to 
remove it, but before he could pry 
the fingers loose the right boot of 
the stranger kicked him in the low-
er abdomen with such force Jimmy 
crumpled to the floor into a fetal 
position. There was no scream, no 
sound; the wind was knocked right 
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Murderer Stalks Nashua in New Mystery Novel
‘Nashua’ draws on author Christopher Murphy’s own 

police experience for authenticity

US MARINE CORPS COURTESY PHOTO BY: CPL. MICHAEL DYE 

Maj. Chritopher Murphy, the logistics officer for Headquarters Battalion, 
2nd Marine Division, and an Amherst native, stands in front of the Camp 
Dwyer sign while in Afghanistan, Oct. 10, 2013. Murphy was inspired to 
write a detective novel while he was a police officer prior to joining the 
Marine Corps.

Amherst Actress Alison Daniel in 
Upcoming  Sci-Fi Film

AMHERST – Alison Daniel, an 
Amherst native, plays the role of 
Eliza in the sci-fi action film., Dys-
topia, which premiers on February 
1st.  The film is set in a colonial, 
industrial future run by a corrupt  
parliament where the only hope of 
survival is left to a dwindling rebel-
lion.  The film is produced by Neo 
Phoenix Studios.

Alison Daniel is 11 years old and 
attends 6th grade at The Derryfield 
School in Manchester.  She is the 
daughter of Robert and Dorothea 
Daniel of Amherst.  You may have 
seen Alison at the Amherst Tree 
Lighting where she sang the Am-
herst Town Song in the rain. She 
has spent many years as an All Star 
Cheerleader. Her love of perform-
ing has brought her opportunities 
with original plays, musicals and 
acting in films and commercials. 
In her spare time she likes hang-
ing with friends, singing, Fro-Yo’s 
and pie. Dystopia is her film debut. 
Alison has also been cast as Sarah 
Beaumont in Caped Crusader: The 
Dark Hours. 

Janet Llavina , director and 
co-creator of Dystopia said, “We 
originally had the character Eliza in 
the Script, but put it aside when we 
were unable to find a child star that 
fit the role.  Alison’s father, Robert 
Daniel, sent us an email, telling us 
about Alison and inquiring if she 
could be an extra.  When we saw 
her head shot, it was exactly how we 
envisioned Eliza!  So we asked them 
to submit a video audition.  Upon 
receiving, we knew we had found 
the perfect actress and we quickly 
added her to the script”

She has also performed with the 
Derryfield Repertory Theatre, the 
Bedford Youth Performing Compa-
ny and at the Amato Theatre.  She 
has appeared in a National PSA 
commercial for the Child Advoca-
cy Center. 

The screenplay for Dystopia was 
written by Andrew Bard.  The cast 
includes William DeCoff, Reesa 
Guerra, Eric Eastman, Kristi Lynn, 
Jose Gonsalves and Emma Jayne 
Gruttadauria as leads.  In support-
ing roles are Timmy DeCoff, Ali-
son Daniel, Elena Rozzi Pellegrino, 
Tyrone L. Alcorn, Brina Healy and 
Avery Stemmler.  The film was shot 
on location in Maine and will pre-
mier Saturday, February 1st at the 
Pawtucket Visitor Center, Pawtuck-
et, RI.

Please visit www.facebook.com/
DYSTOPIAMOVIE 

who serve as ambassadors for the 
organization and fans of our local 
heroes. Since 2010, Officer Kelly 
has raised nearly $9k to support the 
children’s hospital and CHaD bud-
dy and patient Alex Brickner.

Alex was first partnered with 
Officer Kelly for the 2013 Battle of 
the Badges and since then has cre-
ated a great friendship. Alex, along 
with 45 CHaD buddies will cheer 
for their players at the fundraising 
event that raises critically needed 

funds for many of CHaD programs 
that are supported solely by philan-
thropy.

“It has been an honor to be a part 
of a great event that supports an or-
ganization that takes the best care 
of our community’s children, meet-
ing Alex and learning about how 
CHaD has helped him gives me 
even more of a reason to play my 
hardest and raise as much as possi-
ble for such an incredible hospital,” 
said Officer Kelly. 

More than 5,500 families, friends, 
CHaD supporters, and hockey fans 
are expected to fill the Verizon 
Wireless to cheer on their local he-
roes and raise support for CHaD. 
Fans can get into the action by con-
tributing to player fundraising. In-
formation about the players, rosters, 
fundraising, and ticket sales can be 
found at www.CHaDHockey.org. 
Tickets are $10, kids 10 and under 
are free.

Be the 5th, 25th, 50th or 200th to 
register for a FREE $25 GAS CARD 
Select “Today’s Specials” Contest 
ends midnight, January 31, 2014.
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Onsite photo shoot from a scene in Dystopia.

Alison Daniel, of Amherst
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