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AMHERST – 
E m m a g e n e 

“Jean” Riccitel-
li, 91, resident 
of Amherst, 
died peaceful-
ly on January 
13, 2014 at her 
home.

She was born 
in Manchester, 
NH on Decem-
ber 21, 1922, a 
daughter of Le-
roy and Mabelle 
(Korkas) Tuttle.  
Jean was raised 
and educated 
in Wilton and 
lived most of 
her life in Milford and Amherst.

She enjoyed knitting, crocheting, 
reading, gardening, canning, sew-
ing, working on puzzles and cook-
ing.  In addition, she spent many 
years as a caregiver.

Jean loved her home on Dream 
Lake and especially enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family and friends.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Melio J. Riccitelli, who died 

in 2001; her 
daughter, Mary 
and her daugh-
ter-in-law, Lyn 
Riccitelli.

Family mem-
bers include her 
son, Michael J. 
Riccitelli of Am-
herst; a daughter 
and son-in-law, 
Patricia A. and 
Thomas Tsou-
mas of Can-
ton, MA; three 
grandchildren, 
Tammy Tsou-
mas, Troy Tsou-
mas, Jeff Sick-
ler and his wife, 

Karen; and five great grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, donations in 

her memory may be made to Share 
Outreach, Inc., 1 Columbus Avenue, 
Milford, NH  03055.  Arrangements 
are in the care of Smith & Heald 
Funeral Home, Milford.  To share 
a memory or offer a condolence, 
please go to www.smith-heald.com

Amherst’s FY 2015- 2020 Capital 
Improvement Plan 

Amherst Officials Offer More Insights on   
Preventing House Fires Caused by Pyrolysis

Fire Chief and Community Development Director Provide Factsheet on Identifying and Reducing Fire Risks 

Historical Society Program Feb 10

Troop 22 Scouting Fun!

Friends of the Amherst Town Library Bus Trip

Boston Flower & Garden Show 
Wednesday, March 12

Jasper Valley Swim & Tennis Elects New 
Board; Invites New Members

Budgets Presented at Public 
Hearings
Town Operating Budget

At the January 13th public hearing, the Board of Selectmen pre-
sented their operating budget of $11,774,356 with a default budget of $  
$11,532,439, a difference of $241,917. 

 This operating budget has an estimated tax impact of $05.28 (five 
dollars and twenty-eight cents per thousand).

Other articles on the warrant raise $100,000 from unreserved fund 
balance to go to a contingency fund.  

The police contract will add$0.02 to the tax rate.
Capital reserve articles raise funds for a fire truck, assessing, com-

munications center, town computer, and highway equipment.  The op-
erating budget and warrant articles will be debated at the deliberative 
session on Wednesday, February 5th at Souhegan High School audito-
rium at 7 p.m.
Amherst School District

The Amherst School Board is seeking to raise $24,327,452 for an op-
erating budget for the fiscal year 2015.  If the budget fails, the default 
budget will be $23,967,200, $360,252 less than the proposed budget.  
The operating budget has unanimous support of the Amherst School 
Board and the Ways and Means Committee.  The estimated tax rate 
will increase by $0.08 to $12.24.  The operating budget has an expected 
$299,000 unreserved fund balance, down by $100,000 from the previ-
ous year’s undesignated fund balance of $398,378.  Also on the war-
rant is an article to fund the Amherst Education Association negotiat-
ed contract.  Tax impact is $0.21.  Also, an article to establish a capital 
reserve fund for educating students with disabilities.  $50,000 to come 
from the unreserved fund balance with an estimated tax impact of 
$0.03.

The deliberative session for the Amherst School District will be held 
on Saturday, February 1 at 11 a.m. at Souhegan High School.
Souhegan Cooperative School District

The FY15 operating budget totals $18,058,502. If this fails to pass, 
the default budget will be $17,864,643.  The proposed budget is an in-
crease of $140,809 greater than FY14 budget.  The FY 15 proposed bud-
get has an unreserved fund balance estimated to be $37.857.

Also on the warrant is an article for raising $65,000 from the undes-
ignated fund balance to be added to the school maintenance fund.  The 
Souhegan School District will hold their deliberative session on Satur-
day, February 1st at 9 a.m. at the Souhegan High School.

Amherst Lions Annual Roast Beef Dinner

AMHERST – The Capital Im-
provements Plan (CIP) is a program 
authorized by State law to link lo-
cal infrastructure investments with 
long-term planning including: mas-
ter plan goals, land use ordinanc-
es, and economic development. The 
plan is an annually evolving docu-
ment, updated to reflect new infor-
mation, project requests, and any 
changing conditions in the com-
munity. Amherst’s last CIP was 
completed in 2006. The Planning 
Board made it a priority in 2013 to 
revive this annual process, to pro-
vide a tool to the Town and School 
Districts’ budget processes, which 
outlines the capital needs of the 
community over the next six bud-
get cycles.

At the same time the CIP Process 
was being re-invigorated, the Board 
of Selectmen began leading the de-
velopment of a Town Strategic Plan. 
While the CIP and the Strategic 
Plan are designed to complement 
each other, in this initial year there 
may be some inconsistencies due 
largely to the timing of each docu-
ments development. The goal of   fu-
ture CIP annual updates is for proj-
ect requests to directly reflect each 
Department’s Strategic Plan, creat-
ing two documents that outline a 
long-term plan for the community. 

Over the past two fiscal years the 
Town has operated under a default 
budget, and for several years pri-
or to the default, many of the pro-
posed capital reserve warrant arti-
cles were defeated. The significant 
budgetary setbacks of the past sev-

eral years have hindered the Town’s 
ability to adequately fund fleet vehi-
cle replacements and preform need-
ed maintenance to roads and facil-
ities.  For these reasons and more 
the CIP Committee feels the Town 
needs to make a significant invest-
ment in its fleet of Fire and DPW ve-
hicles, and the many projects which 
have continuously been pushed off 
for future funding. It is for this rea-
son that the proposed CIP has a sig-
nificant number of projects includ-
ed in FY 2015. These projects can 
no longer be postponed; they are vi-
tal to this community and will only 
increase the tax impact the longer 
they are delayed.

In addition, the extent of rust 
damage on DPW, EMS and Fire ve-
hicles was a significant cause of con-
cern for the CIP Committee. It was 
noted repeatedly, that Amherst’s 
vehicles ‘rust out before they wear 
out’. The CIP Committee strongly 
supports the need for a wash station 
for all Town vehicles and space to 
adequately shelter DPW, EMS and 
Fire vehicles. The CIP Committee 
hopes the ‘On the Horizon’ project 
associated with a wash station will 
move ahead in planning over the 
next year to become part of the CIP.

The adopted Capital Improve-
ments Plan FY 2015-2020 is avail-
able at the Library, Office of Com-
munity Development (temporarily 
located at the Fire Department fa-
cility) and online at the Capital Im-
provement Plan Committee’s web-
page. 

AMHERST – Of the six residential structure 
fires occurring in Amherst in last year, five were 
directly related to the construction of the chim-
ney. More specifically, these fires were caused by 
wood building materials not separated from the 
chimney by two inches of clearance, drying out 
over time from exposure to chimney heat, until 
the heat in the chimney could cause combustion 
– a process known as pyrolysis. 

According to Sarah Marchant, Director of 
Community Development, whose department 
oversees building codes and inspections, “To-
day’s building code requires all new construction 
to provide a minimum two inches of separation 
between combustible materials and a masonry 
chimney.” This code became standard practice in 
Amherst with the voter-approved 1983 Building 
Code. 

“The residents of Amherst have always been 
proactive in ensuring quality construction in 
the community. As early as 1970, voters adopt-
ed the first comprehensive building code requir-
ing a one-inch separation and invested in regular 
building inspections. The 1970 Code was consid-
ered “best practice” at the time. By comparison, 

the State of NH did not require residential struc-
tures to comply with a standard building code 
until its adoption of the ICC building codes in 
2007.”

“It’s important to understand that construc-
tion of a chimney with less than today’s standard 
of two inches of separation may not be limited to 
structures in Amherst,” said Amherst Fire Chief 
Mark Boynton. “It’s likely that this type of con-
struction can be found in residential structures 
across the region and the state.”

The two departments have created a Chim-
ney Safety in Your Home Factsheet available at 
http://amherstnh.gov/fire-fact-sheet/ that offers 
steps for homeowners to follow if they are con-
cerned about the potential for this type of fire in 
their homes. Residents can also call the Amherst 
Building Department at 603.673.6041 or Fire De-
partment at 603.673.1545 for more information.

The Town of Amherst has continued to make 
construction practices and enforcement a prior-
ity since the adoption of its first comprehensive 
building code in 1970. By ensuring construction 
adheres to current building codes, the Town is 
protecting its structures and residents and re-

ducing the number of property-related losses. 
Recently, the Office of Community Develop-

ment participated in an Insurance Services Of-
fice (ISO) Building Code Effectiveness Grading 
Schedule (BCEGS) review.  The ISO is an inde-
pendent statistical, rating and advisory organiza-
tion that serves the property/casualty insurance 
industry (including Fire Department Protection 
Class Ratings). The review was based on an eval-
uation of 1.) Administration of Codes, 2.) Plan 
Review, and 3.) Field Inspection practices. Am-
herst was found to have made significant im-
provements in all three categories, increasing its 
rating from a 6 in 2003 to a 4 in 2013 for both 
Residential and Commercial building services. 
This places Amherst among the top 25 cities and 
towns in NH for the quality of its building code 
enforcement.

Because the Town’s rating has improved, Di-
rector Marchant suggests that residents under-
taking new construction might benefit from low-
er insurance rates, and should check with their 
insurance agents before starting new construc-
tion projects.

AMHERST – At the January 14th 
Annual Meeting, the Jasper Valley 
Swim and Tennis (JVST) members 
elected a new, three-year Board of 
Directors for the club.  On behalf of 
the new Board of Directors and of 
the JVST membership as a whole, I 
would like to thank outgoing Pres-
ident Nye Horner, Secretary Mela-
nie Sampson, Treasurer Rick Safa-
rz, Membership Chair Pat Ahearn, 
and Communications Chair Brian 
Handwerk for their excellent service 
to our community over the last few 
years.  We hope to continue their 
strong example going forward to 
ensure that JVST remains the fun, 
safe, and comfortable neighbor-
hood swim and tennis club that has 
been cherished by Amherst families 
for more than thirty-five years.    

The new board members are 
President Nate Jensen, Secretary 
Claire Bryson, Treasurer Steve Api-
ki, Membership Chair Faby Gagne, 
and Communications Chair Steph-
anie Wales. Social Chair Alexis Ste-
venson, Tennis Chair Evans Man-

olis, and Swim Chair Amy White 
will continue to serve on the board 
in their respective positions.  JVST 
is run by Maintenance Manager 
Ole Walnum and Club Manager 
Laura Mayo. 

Jasper Valley Swim & Tennis is a 
non-profit community club that is a 
relaxed place for families from Am-
herst and our surrounding com-
munities to spend their summers.  
JVST memberships include unlim-
ited use of all club facilities; swim 
lessons and arts and crafts for kids; 
tennis clinics for the whole family; 
and a vibrant social calendar.  Jas-
per families enjoy non-stop sum-
mer fun together and make mem-
ories and friendships that last a 
lifetime.  We are currently accept-
ing applications for new member-
ships for the coming season.  Please 
go to jaspervalley.com for more in-
formation.  

We look forward to another great 
year at JVST and hope that you will 
join us!

AMHERST – Please join the His-
torical Society of Amherst as we 
welcome Adair Mulligan and her 
presentation on “The Secrets of 
Cellar Holes.”   Northern New En-
gland is full of reminders of past 
lives: stone walls, old cellar holes, 
and foundations.  Mulligan will ex-
plore the rich story to be discov-
ered in what remains behind.  Mul-
ligan holds a master’s degree from 
Smith College and is the author of 

“The Gunstock Parish, A History 
of Gilford, New Hampshire.” She 
is the executive director of the Ha-
nover Conservancy, and has served 
for 20 years as conservation direc-
tor of the Connecticut River Joint 
Commissions.   This exciting pro-
gram will take place in the Vestry of 
the Congregational Church of Am-
herst on Monday February 10, 2014 
at 7:30 p.m.

In November of last year Troop 
22 went on a camping trip. We have 
done this one for many years now 
and it has been a blast! For the week-
end the scouts camped on a farm 
full of animals such as mules, don-
keys, and even Vietnamese pot belly 
pigs! The farm was also sitting next 
to a pond with an island, so that is 
where we set up camp. During the 
trip there was always something to 
do that involved cooking, helping 
out around the farm, and most of 
all FUN!

During the day we were always 
active so what our bodies needed 
was a good hearty meal. Some of the 
meals were pancakes with straw-
berries, Dutch oven lasagna, om-
elets stuffed with your own choice 
of veggies or meats, and a Dutch 
oven chocolate cake. These are only 
some of the foods made at camp, 
and also all by the scouts! During 
the night when each patrol (a group 
of boys of usually 5-7 who cook and 
eat together) was done cleaning, we 
played a game called Manhunt. This 

is a game of stealth, speed, agility, 
smarts, and watching out for trees!

The second day the real fun be-
gan. At the water’s edge each patrol 
including the adults was given in-
structions on how to build a trebu-
chet. A trebuchet is a machine used 
in medieval warfare to hurl large 
rocks or other missiles. As a patrol 
we had to build the trebuchet out of 
long cut down trees and have to use 
our lashing and instruction follow-
ing skills to complete it before the 
other patrols finish. Once we fin-
ished building it, a tin boat was put 
in the pond and we launched apples 
at it to see whose would get in first. 
After all of the apples were gone 
we dismantled the trebuchets and 
made a neat pile of the logs, coiled 
up the rope and put it back into the 
bucket. The next day we ate, packed 
up, said our farewells until next 
year, then we headed for home. 

If you would like to come join the 
fun, come to the Troop 22 meetings 
on Mondays at the Amherst Con-
gregational Church at 7:00 pm.

Romance in the Garden is the 
theme for the 2014 Garden Show, 
which will take place at the Seaport 
World Trade Center.  Exhibitors will 
express the theme in a showcase of 
floral fantasy, while also sharing 
many realistic ideas for creating in-
timate spaces and celebration in the 
home landscape.  This year’s show 
will feature 20 vibrant, idea-packed 
landscaped gardens, 250 vendors 
selling plants and garden-relat-
ed merchandise.  A lively amateur 
competition area produced by the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Soci-
ety and the Garden Club Federation 
of Massachusetts as well as the Pro-
fessional Florists’ Invitational will 

feature hundreds of plantings and 
arrangements by the region’s top 
amateur and professional florists 
and designers.
Cost:  $40  (Bus $22, Ticket $16, 
Driver Gratuity $2)
Depart:  1:30 p.m. - The Meeting 
Place (Rte. 101)
Return:  9:00 p.m.
Check Payable to:  Friends of the 
Amherst Library
Mail to:  Jane Cosmo, 12 North 
Meadow Road, Amherst, NH 03031
Note:  Please include your tele-
phone and cell phone number.  If 
you have any questions, please call 
Jan Madigan 673-8718 or Jane 
Cosmo 673-3192.

The Amherst Lions Club’s An-
nual Roast Beef Dinner will be held 
on Friday, February 7th, 2014 from 
5:30PM to 7:30PM at the Amherst 
Middle School on 14 Cross Road.  
Dinner includes slices of roast beef, 
gravy, baked potato, vegetables, 
beverages and salad.  Desserts will 
be provided by the Amherst Junior 
Women’s Club.  Adult tickets are 
$10.00.  Tickets for children 6 to 12 
are $5.00.  Meals for children under 
6 years of age are free.  Tickets will 
be on sale outside the Amherst Post 
Office on Saturday 1/11, 1/18, 1/25 

and 2/1, from 9AM to Noon, at the 
door, or call 673-9348 and ask for 
Lion Joe.
AMHERST LIONS CLUB
Annual Roast Beef Dinner
Friday February 7th, 2014
5:30PM – 7:30PM
At The Amherst Middle School
Tickets are $10.00,  $5.00 (Ages 6 
to 12),  Under 6 are Free
All Proceeds Benefit Local Charities
Tickets on Sale at Amherst Post 
Office, Saturdays 9AM to Noon
On 1/11, 1/18, 1/25 and 2/1
and At the Door,  or Call 673-9348

Obituaries

Janet Head Gustafson

Janet Gus-
tafson, 54, of 
H a m p s t e a d , 
New Hamp-
shire, passed 
away Wednes-
day, January 
22, 2014 at the 
Parkland Med-
ical Center in 
Derry, New 
Hampshire af-
ter a long battle 
with cancer.

 Janet was 
born in Con-
cord, Massa-
chusetts in 1959 
to Thomas and 
Nancy (John-
son) Head.   She 
grew up in Amherst, New Hamp-
shire and graduated from Milford 
Area Senior High in 1977.  The Am-
herst Town Library Johnson Room 
is named in honor of Janet’s grand-
father, Johnny Johnson.

Janet graduated from Colby-Saw-
yer College in New London, New 
Hampshire in 1979 with an Asso-
ciate’s Degree and earned a degree 
from the University of Wyoming 
in Parks and Recreation Adminis-
tration in 1984.  During the sum-
mers she was a swim team coach at 
Jasper Valley in Amherst.  In 1989 
she received an elementary edu-
cation certification from Alverno 
College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
She earned her Master of Education 
from Rivier College in Nashua, New 
Hampshire in 2007.

Janet met her husband, Robert 
Gustafson, while attending the Uni-
versity of Wyoming.  Bob and Janet 
lived in Milwaukee, Wisconsin for 
several years following their grad-

uations.  While 
there they start-
ed a family, rais-
ing two chil-
dren, Erik and 
Haley.

Janet be-
gan her teach-
ing career in 
Kingston, New 
Hampshire.  Her 
latest career 
path was as an 
administrator in 
Curriculum and 
Instruction for 
the Timberlane 
Regional Middle 
School in Plais-
tow, NH where 
she followed her 

passion to help children and teach-
ers succeed.  Janet’s hobbies includ-
ed skiing, movies and reading.   She 
always felt that a good book opened 
up the world.

Janet leaves her husband, Rob-
ert Gustafson, her daughter, Haley 
Gustafson, and her son, Erik Gus-
tafson, all of Hampstead.  She also 
leaves her mother, Nancy Head of 
Amherst, her brother, Charles Head 
of Concord, her mother-in-law, Joan 
Gustafson of Lincoln, Nebraska, her 
sister-in-law, Kathleen Gustafson 
of California, and two nieces and 
a nephew, Elsa, Christine, and Ian 
Head.  She was predeceased by her 
father, Thomas Head in 2009.

A memorial service will be held 
Saturday, February 1, 2014 @ 11:00 
am at the Congregational Church in 
Amherst.  In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made at a later date 
to a scholarship fund to be set up in 
her name.

Emmagene Riccitelli

Town News

Loved her family, friends and her home in Amherst

Daughter of Nancy Head of Amherst

Connecting Businesses 
with Consumers.


