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BEDFORD – Granite State Cab-
inetry of Bedford, New Hampshire 
has been awarded “Best Of Houzz” 
by Houzz, the leading platform for 
home remodeling and design. This 
family owned, design build firm 
which has been operating for sev-
enteen years to provide a one-stop 
shopping experience for your kitch-
en or bath remodel was chosen by 
the more than 16 million month-
ly users that comprise the Houzz 
community.

The Best Of Houzz award is given 
in two categories: Customer Satis-
faction and Design. Customer Sat-
isfaction honors are determined by 
a variety of factors, including the 
number and quality of client reviews 
a professional received in 2013. De-
sign award winners’ work was the 
most popular among the more than 
16 million monthly users on Hou-
zz, known as “Houzzers,” who saved 
more than 230 million professional 
images of home interiors and exte-
riors to their personal ideabooks 
via the Houzz site, iPad/iPhone app 
and Android app. Winners will re-
ceive a “Best Of Houzz 2014” badge 
on their profiles, showing the Hou-
zz community their commitment 
to excellence. These badges help 
homeowners identify popular and 
top-rated home professionals in ev-
ery metro area on Houzz.  

“Granite State Cabinetry is ded-
icated to exceeding customers’ ex-
pectations from start to finish.”

“Houzz provides homeowners 
with the most comprehensive view 
of home building, remodeling and 
design professionals, empowering 

them to find and hire the right pro-
fessional to execute their vision,” 
said Liza Hausman, vice president 
of community for Houzz. “We’re 
delighted to recognize Granite 
State Cabinetry among our “Best 
Of” professionals for both custom-

er satisfaction and design as judged 
by our community of homeowners 
and design enthusiasts who are ac-
tively remodeling and decorating 
their homes.”

Mont Vernon
Please Elect Wes Sonner Mont 
Vernon Selectman
 To the editor:

 Mont Vernon is an amazing place. It’s a place to play, a place to grow, 
and a place to stay. Behind our rural character and country charm stands 
a tight-knit community ready to welcome you as family, drawing you in 
and holding you up. Over the last year our family has experienced the kind 
of love and fellowship that is only possible in a town like ours. We live in 
a place that stands or falls on the strength of those who serve it. And the 
community of Mont Vernon is strong! 

Giving back to our community is something that our family works hard 
to do each and every day. Serving you as chairman of the town Planning 
Board over the last 6 years has allowed me to look at our town with a long 
term perspective. It has given me a glimpse of the challenges facing our 
community and along with it, some ideas about how we might position 
ourselves to face those challenges in the years ahead. 

As we lay a plan that is proactive and forward thinking, it is of the ut-
most importance that we never lose sight of why we live here. In working to 
control taxes we cannot allow our rich agrarian heritage or our historical 
Main Street to be pushed aside in our search for balance. Town institutions 
like Lamson Farm and the Pomeroy Dairy are not just part of living here, 
they’re what brought us here. These things we must protect and preserve.

That said, there is work we need to do. There are plans we need to make. 
Bills we have to pay and roads we need to repair. There is a school that fac-
es the challenge of a diminishing student population with seemingly ever 
increasing costs. There are taxes that many of us are struggling to keep 
up with in the face of recent economic hardship. What we need is a Se-
lectboard that is forward thinking and dynamic in its search for solutions 
to these challenges. We need fresh ideas and effective communication be-
tween the town and those it serves. We need to practice being proactive 
instead of simply being reactive. 

I am asking you to allow me to be part of that. I am asking you to please 
vote for me so that I can continue to serve Mont Vernon in new ways, to pay 
back in just a small part, the incredible love that our family has been shown 
by the Mont Vernon community.

 

Wesley Sonner
Mont Vernon

Get Off The Tax Merry-Go-Round!!
To the editor:

A message to Mont Vernon Taxpayers:  IT’S TIME TO GET OFF THE 
TAX MERRY-GO-ROUND!!

Lucky you!  You are going to be presented by the Conservation Commis-
sion with a request to fund $15,000 for Carleton Pond  (last year you gave 
them $15,000,  where did that money go?),  $1,500 more to the CC to kill 
knotweed.  What??

Add $15,000 for fire department gear.   How many times do they pull 
those trucks out for actual use.?  Not that we don’t love our fire department, 
but, hey, how much more money are they trying to squeeze out of shriveled 
turnips?  Plus $12,000 for pump repair, spring replacement on one Engine 
and now you are up to $27,000 or more.  Are 3 big engines really needed for 
a teeny town?  Should we sell one?

Again,   that poor old McCollom Building.   As we have said before, it 
should be given to any Historical Society for them to care for and get it off 
our taxpayer books (or tear it down...heavens, did we actually say that?).   
Really.  Another $40,000 for replacement windows, new furnace, more in-
sulation to a money pit that just keeps on giving us.... more repairs, more 
headaches,   Every year, another $40,000 and more.  Why?  If they want to 
spend that kind of money, why not add more and erect a new energy effi-
cient building to be used for multiple purposes, including a gathering room 
for events?

Or, better way to spend our tax money:  How about repairing our dis-
gusting roads,  Selectmen  (we once referred to you as Kings of the Village)?  
Sure, you spent a lot of whopping State Tax money to do a couple of very 
long roads (over a mile each) that really didn’t need immediate repairs and 
then let in-town roads languish with potholes, huge cracks, etc., especially 
that road going to the school.  Why?  Now it looks like you are again plan-
ning to spend  $64,000 from the state only for road repairs!

Looks like we’ll will be facing up to $390 on a $300,000 property just for 
MV Town.  But add in Souhegan and the same home antes up $207 more in 
taxes (Amherst, $105).  Why?  We continue dropping in student numbers, 
don’t need extra teaching staff, and struggling to be competitive with other 
schools.  Not for lack of money, there is plenty in the pot. .   

MV school also wants to lay a  $700,000 bond on your flailing shoulders.  
For what?   Already enough money for building repairs.   We recommend 
NO to all increases. 

If Town and Schools get everything they ask for, then you may be facing 
a grand total of  $400+ for taxes on a $300,000  home.

Vote NO again to all increases.
MV Town meeting has been changed, to Saturday,   9 a.m., March 15, 

at the Village School.  If you want to stamp out higher tax bills, be there.   
Town and School Reports book should be available by March 3.  Look at it 
to get the skinny on your future.

Registered Voters can vote by ballot for Souhegan and MV School budget 
on March 11, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. at the Village School.  You can also do absentee 
ballot because of SB2.

Every vote DOES count.  We’re counting on you to help lower MV’s spi-
raling upward taxes.  If you let this slide by, then weep with us, sell or do-
nate home to charity, and move out of town to make a statement.

Norma & Tom McKinney
Mont Vernon

Region
History of Christianity:    
Film Discussion Series

AMHERST – Do you know how 
the first Christian communities 
lived? How did Christianity move 
from being the faith of a persecut-
ed minority to the official religion 
of the Roman Empire? When and 
why was the first Bible put togeth-
er? How did the Pope become the 
leader of the early church? Did you 
know that Irish monks played a key 
role in preserving written scripture?

These and many more questions 
are answered by the gripping A&E 
documentary “Christianity: The 
First Two Thousand Years.” The film 
will take participants back in space 
and time through filmed scenes of 
historical sites, and rich, beauti-
ful images of contemporary works 
of art. Commentary offered by re-
nowned scholars will shed light on 
key developments, and crossroads 

of Christian history. A discussion 
will follow each of the four seg-
ments, which will be presented on 
four Tuesday evenings, February 
through May. The parts are inde-
pendent from each other, so it is not 
necessary to have seen the previous 
ones. The public is invited to attend.

The first session is scheduled 
Wednesday, February 26, 7 to 9 p.m. 
with The  first Apostles and From 
Persecution to Power. Subsequent 
sessions will be held on March 18th, 
April 29th and May 20th. This pro-
gram is hosted by the CCA Adult 
Education Committee at the Con-
gregational Church of Amherst. 
For more information or to sign 
up, please contact Carolin Sanchez:  
c.n.sanchez@comcast.net.

Beaver Brook Celebrates 50 Years 
of Environmental Education
Trail Exploring with your Dog
Wednesdays 9-11 am Febru-
ary-March 2014 

By popular demand Beaver Brook 
teams up with Good Mojo Dog Cen-
ter to offer guides hikes for dogs and 
their owners.  Join our guides for a 
weekly exploration of Beaver Brook 
trails with our guides. One dog per 
person. Bring bags to clean up after 
your dogs.  Bring fixed not flexible 
leads for your dog.  Call to register 
465-7787.  Limited to 12.     $30 for 2 
months/$25 Members.   www.bea-
verbrook.org
SNOWtime Winter-Vacation 
Camp Feb 25-27, 9:00am-
3:00pm

Grades 2-5 $135 members/ $150 
non-members Maple Hill Farm 117 

Ridge Road Hollis   When school is 
out, spend your days off playing at 
Beaver Brook! We will explore the 
woods and trails; looking for signs 
of animals and discovering nature 
in the winter. If there’s snow, we will 
build snow forts and use snowshoes!  
Activities include: searching for an-
imal tracks, making bird feeders for 
attracting birds here and at home, 
discovering the science of snow, 
eating s’mores around the camp-
fire and lots more. We will have in-
door activities too, making crafts 
and playing games. Children should 
bring a refillable water bottle, snack, 
and lunch. Come prepared for out-
door discovery with layers and win-
ter gear (snow pants, boots, gloves, 
etc.). Program held snow or shine. 
Space is limited.   www.beaver-
brook.org 

Granite State Cabinetry Receives Best of Houzz 2014 Award

(L to R) Front: Jeff Hill, Jackie Friberg, Kate Cicero, Sue Cannon, Dave Aspinwall, Mariette Morris, Ginny Smart, 
Erika Brown, and Kathleen Costello; Back: Frank Morris Sr., Frank Morris Jr., Peter Morris, and Richard Fishel

Business
GMNBR Welcomes 
2014 Leadership Team

Maggie Kerkhoff, Gail Athas, Theresa Grella, Tom Van Horn, Peter Schwartz.

Theresa Grella Named 2014 
President

BEDFORD – Theresa M. Grel-
la of Amherst, a 29-year veteran of 
the real estate industry and a bro-
ker associate with Bean Group in 
Amherst, was recently installed as 
2014 President of the Greater Man-
chester/Nashua Board of Realtors 
(GMNBR).

The installation included Grella’s 
entire leadership team, which will 
be charged with meeting the needs 
of New Hampshire home buy-
ers and sellers in 2014. Grella has 
served as the organization’s Vice 
President in 2013, Director in 2011-
2012, Grievance Chair in 2009-10, 
and represented the Board at count-
less events in her community.

The installed officers for 2014 
were: Peter Schwartz of Bedford, 
Vice President; Tom Van Horn 
of Amherst, Treasurer; Maggie 
Kerkhoff of Hollis, Secretary; Gail 
Athas of Manchester, Immediate 
Past President; and Angie Kopka of 
Nashua, Lifetime Ex-Officio Mem-
ber. 

The following individuals were 
also installed as 2014 Directors: 

Robert Mongan of Manchester; 
Marypat Bilodeau of Manchester; 
Paul Sargeant of Hooksett; Steve 
White of Nottingham; Cynthia 
Coughlin of Merrimack; Effie Sor-
rentino of Manchester; and Janet 
White of Amherst.  

Grella also appointed the fol-
lowing committee chairs, who will 
serve on the 2014 Board of Direc-
tors: Maxine Goodhue of Hook-
sett (RPAC/Public Policy); Mi-
chael Caouette of Bedford (Budget 
& Finance); Pamela Dorji of Bed-
ford (Communications); Charlotte 
Mohler of Nashua (Community 
Service); Mary Viens of Bedford 
(Education Committee); Kathy Mc-
Carthy of Raymond (Membership/
Orientation); Kimberly LaFleur 
of   Hudson (Programs); and Karen 
Brown of Hollis (Legal).  

For more information, please 
contact the Greater Manchester/
Nashua Board of Realtors® in writ-
ing, visit our office at 166 South 
River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110, call 
us at (603) 668-1054, fax us at (603) 
627-0936, or visit us online at www.
gmnbr.org.

Surgical Weight Loss Session: A Bariatric 
Satellite Site of Catholic Medical Center

NASHUA – Are you having difficulty achiev-
ing your weight loss goals? Have you ever won-
dered if weight loss surgery is right for you? 
Choosing to undergo a bariatric procedure is a 
big decision. We want you to have all the infor-
mation you need to evaluate the advantages and 
obligations of this life-changing transition. St. 
Joseph Hospital is proud to be a bariatric satel-
lite site of Catholic Medical Center (CMC) The 
bariatric program at CMC is a center of excel-
lence and has preformed over 1,500 weight loss 
surgeries; more than any other program in New 
Hampshire. Join us for our free information ses-
sion and let our dedicated and knowledgeable 
staff take you through the diagnosis, procedures, 
treatment and follow-up care. This FREE session 

will be offered at St. Joseph Hospital on Thurs-
day, March 6, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. Pre-regis-
tration is required. For more information or to 
register, please contact Community Health Edu-
cation at St. Joseph Hospital at  595-3168, or visit 
us online at www.stjosephhospital.com/classes.
What Is Your Heart Telling You These Days

While most women are aware of their breast 
cancer risk, many don’t realize a larger threat 
is beating inside their chests—heart disease. 
Heart disease is the number one killer of Amer-
ican women. In fact, more women than men die 
of heart disease each year. Join Jodi Boutwell, 
APRN, as she guides us through women’s heart 
disease, the risks and the remedies. This FREE 
class is offered on Thursday, February 27, from 
6:30 to 8:00 pm. Pre-registration is required. For 
more information or to register, please contact 
Community Health Education at St. Joseph Hos-
pital at 595-3168, or visit us online at www.stjo-

sephhospital.com/classes.
Learn How to Be a Super Sitter

St. Joseph Hospital is offering a childcare class 
called Super Sitters. This class is specially de-
signed to teach 11-to 13- year olds what they 
need to know to begin child sitting. This 2.5 hour 
class covers important topics such as handling 
an emergency, safety guidelines, basic first aid, 
childcare tips and techniques and how to select 
safe and age-appropriate toys and games. Teens 
will also learn how to market their services. The 
class will be offered on Wednesday, March 12, 
April 23 and May 21, from 3:30 to 6:00 PM, at 
St. Joseph Hospital. The fee is $25.00 and in-
cludes course material. Class size is limited. For 
more information on Super Sitters, or to register, 
please contact Community Health Education at 
St. Joseph Hospital at 595-3168, or visit us online 
at www.stjosephhospital.com/classes.

St. Joseph Hospital Programs


