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Footprints around the house in the fresh pow-
der a few mornings ago were made with about the 
same pace as those of our cat but had very prom-
inent toe and claw impressions.  The culprit was 
caught in the flood light that evening mooching 
under a bird feeder.  Its bare prehensile tail, drag-
ging in the snow.  An opossum it was.

Opossums, when seen here at all, are usual-
ly spotted as road kill victims.  I recall when they 
were first being seen in the 1940s in Southern 
Connecticut.  One theory then was that they were 
travelling north from the pine forests of the South 
on trucks transporting utility poles.  However they 
came, ‘possums have acclimated and multiplied in 
Yankee land.

North America’s most primitive mammal, the 
opossum is the only marsupial species found on 
the continent.  The young are born after a very 
short gestation period and are virtually embryos 
and are kept in a pouch outside the female’s stom-
ach. There they suckle for many months before 
venturing out into the world.  Even when partially 
grown, the young regularly retreat to the warmth 
and safety of the pouch at the first sign of danger – 
not unlike teenagers some of us may know.

The opossum is es-
sentially a nocturnal 
animal and will seldom 
be found abroad in day-
light.  A scavenger, they eat just about everything.  
Their diet is known to include worms, millipedes, 
spiders, flesh living and dead, birds’ eggs, mice and 
all kinds of berries.  In the course of a nighttime 
feeding, an animal may travel two or three miles 
in a circle, returning to its den by dawn.

One checklist of mammals found in New Hamp-
shire includes the opossum among the 47 species 
found here, not counting domestic animals.  Prob-
ably 30 of the almost four dozen species would be 
found in an Amherst inventory.

Yours For The Asking
The Amherst Conservation Commission wants 

all the town residents to know and enjoy the lands 
in town the ACC manages and the paths upon 
them.  To that goal, a copy of “The Amherst Walk 
Book” will be offered at no cost to all who come 
to vote on March 11.  We hope the books encour-
age more folks and especially families to find the 
town’s special spaces, the trails, and to learn about 
the critters we live amongst.

Town News

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

Storytimes
All of our traditional Storytimes are 

drop in, we love to see you when you 
are able to attend. Storytimes are held 
the following days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime ( from 
birth to 24 mos.) is on Friday mornings at 
10:30.  Next session meets: March 7, 14, 21, 28,  April 
4 and 11.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year olds and their caregiv-
ers meet Tuesdays at 10:00.  Next session meets: March 
4, 11, 18, 25, April 1 and 8. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on Thursday morn-
ings at 10:00am, and Thursday afternoons at 1:00pm. 
Due to our annual conference of Children’s Librarians, 
there will be no storytime on March 6. Next session 
meets: March 13, 20, 27, April 3 and 10.
Book Clubs

We have book clubs for all ages—
Jr. Bookclub 1 (for kids in grades 2-3 and parents) 

meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  On March 13, club members will discuss Rox-
ie and the Hooligans by Phyllis Naylor. Come in and 
talk to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club 
(for 5th and 6th graders) gets together 

on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 to talk about the newest fic-
tion titles that we’ve all been read-
ing—then Miss Sarah passes these 
opinions on to the Great Stone Face 
Committee at the state level.  We’re 
an opinionated group that loves to 
read---and loves to talk about what 
we’re reading! If you’d like to join us, 
come in and talk to Miss Sarah.

The Popcorn-Eating Monsters 
Club (for 7th and 8th graders) gather 

on the 4th Wednesday of each month 
to share opinions about the newest YA 

fiction titles we’re reading. If you love to 
read, and love to talk about what you’re read-

ing, come and join us!  Talk to Miss Sarah if 
you’re interested.
Connecting Boys with Books            
Wednesday, March 26 @ 6:30pm

Sarah Hydorn, Head of Children’s Services here at 
the Amherst Town Library, will be sharing the knowl-
edge, insight, and experience she’s gained in over two 
decades of encouraging children to read.  

Do you have a boy who “hates to read?”
Helping boys to become lifelong readers can often be 

a challenge.  Sarah will be talking about research that 
sheds some light on the reasons for this, ways that the 
adults in a boy’s life can encourage his reading, and 
some books that might be just what you need to make 
the connection between your boy and the wonderful 
world of reading.  

We’ll be discussing books for boys from kindergarten 
through middle school.
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Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C.
is pleased to announce that 

Attorney Courtney Curran Vore 
has joined the firm and is accepting new clients.

Attorney Courtney Curran Vore has twelve years of legal experience and primarily concentrates 
in the area of family law. She is available for consultations in all areas of family law, including 

divorce, child support and modifications, as well as Guardian ad Litem appointments. 
Attorney Vore was admitted to practice in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

in 2002 and New Hampshire in 2007.
Contact Attorney Vore at (603) 883-0797 or ccvore@lawyersnh.com

Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C.
29 Factory Street,  PO Box 507,  Nashua, NH  03061      

(603) 883-0797 • www.lawyersnh.com
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Served

“Friends” Cookbook Book Club

Health Insurance Marketplace Information 
And Open Enrollment Assistance

AMHERST – The Amherst Town 
Library is offering a two part series 
for adults entitled, “Portable Mag-
ic: the Book as Object and Subject,” 
on Monday, March 10th, from 1:00 
to 2:30 p.m. in the Johnson Meet-
ing Room.  This offering is part of 
the adult programing offered in the 
March series, Celebrating the Book 
and All Its Lives, at the Library.  Pre-
senter Nancy Baker, returning from 
rave reviews in her past program of-
ferings, will explore the book as it 
has enriched our lives.  As in past 
presentations, Nancy will integrate 
many disciplines in her series, in-
cluding art, philosophy, and histo-
ry.  Art lovers and Literature Lov-
ers will all be wonderfully engaged 
in these unique presentations. All 
materials will be provided by the 
Library.  The two part series will be 
connected, but you are welcome to 
attend one or both.

Stephen King has said that 
“books are uniquely portable mag-
ic.”  In one easily carried package, 
you hold worlds you have never 
seen, people who inspired millions 
before you were born, and comfort 
that you can revisit again and again.  
These magic packages have been 
around for centuries, evolving as we 
do, but never changing themselves 
more than they change us.  For as 
long as there have been books, there 
have been libraries.  And for nearly 
as long, books have had pictures. 

Part One, on March 3rd, entitled, 
“The Book as Object: Art and Illus-
tration,” looks at the ways artists 
have celebrated the book in paint-
ings, how book illustration has been 
a part of our artistic heritage, and 
why the book cover more than sells 
a book.

Part Two, on March 10th, enti-
tled, “The Book as Subject: Charac-
ter and Setting,” looks at all those 
books that are about books--where 
a book, or bookstore, or bookseller, 
or library, is the main character or 
the special environment of the sto-
ry. 

These two presentations and all 
programs in the month long se-
ries are free and open to the pub-
lic. However, registration is RE-
QUIRED for each program due to 
space limitations. Other programs 
for adults  in the Celebrating the 
Book and All Its Lives series in-
clude: “Canzonare Chamber Trio: 
The Mistress of Music” on Tues-
day, March 4th at 7 p.m.; “Com-
ics in World History and Culture” 
on Tuesday, March 11th at 7 p.m.; 
“Hank Phillippi Ryan: Celebrating 
Her Books and All Her Lives,” on 
Tuesday, March 18th at 7 p.m.; “Pen 
to Paper: James Thurber—Car-
toon, Characters, and Calamities,” 
a two part series on Wednesdays, 
March 19th  and 26th at 1 p.m.; and, 
“Feasting from Literature,” on Tues-
day, March 25th at 6:30 p.m. You 
can register for all these events by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherstlibrary.org  or by visiting 
our website at www.amherstlibrary.
org  and selecting the “Communi-
ty Services” tab, then click on drop 
down “Sign-Up for Programs.”

 Programs for adults in the Cel-
ebrating the Book and All Its Lives 
series include: “Portable Magic: The 
Book as Object and Subject,” a two 
part series on Monday, March 10th 
at 1 p.m.; “Comics in World Histo-
ry and Culture” on Tuesday, March 
11th at 7 p.m.; “Hank Phillippi 
Ryan: Celebrating Her Books and 
All Her Lives,” on Tuesday, March 
18th at 7 p.m.; “Pen to Paper: James 
Thurber—Cartoon, Characters, 
and Calamities,” a two part series 
on Wednesdays, March 19th  and 
26th at 1 p.m.; and, “Feasting from 
Literature,” on Tuesday, March 25th 
at 6:30 p.m. You can register for all 
these events by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherstlibrary.
org  or by visiting our website at 
www.amherstlibrary.org  and se-
lecting the “Community Services” 
tab, then click on drop down “Sign-
Up for Programs.”

Comics In World History And Cultures

Amherst Library Books and Bloom

Children’s Book Publishing Workshop by  
Amherst Author Maryann Cocca-Leffler

AMHERST – Health Insurance 
Marketplace Information and Open 
Enrollment Assistance at the Am-
herst Town Library is being pro-
vided through a certified Market-
place Assister from the Servicelink 
Resource Center for Hillsborough 
County.  On Monday, March 10, 17, 
24, and 31, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m., Bokyoung Mun, a certified 
Marketplace Assister, will be avail-
able at the Library to answer your 
questions about the Affordable 
Care Act, also known as the Health 
Insurance Marketplace, and to as-
sist individuals with enrollment.  
Bokyoung holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in Health Care Management and 
a Master’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration with a Certificate in 
Health Care Administration from 

Plymouth State University.  During 
these scheduled sessions Bokyoung 
will assist people in completing and 
submitting an eligibility application 
for health coverage; assist people 
with enrollment; review eligibili-
ty determinations for enrollment 
in health coverage; educate peo-
ple about eligibility and enrollment 
through the Marketplace; and, as-
sist consumers in applying for ex-
emptions or appeals.

All sessions at the Library are free 
and open to the public. To register, 
please sign up by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherstlibrary.
org  or by visiting our website at 
www.amherstlibrary.org  and se-
lecting the “Community Services” 
tab, then click on drop down “Sign-
Up for Programs.”

AMHERST – The Friends of the 
Amherst Town Library Cookbook 
Book club offers its book club mem-
bers an opportunity to enjoy good 
food, stellar company and, hope-
fully, inspiration for better cook-
ing.  Each month we will pick a new 
cookbook or cookbook theme to 
try. Cookbook book club members 
will each select a recipe to prepare 
and bring to the meeting to share 
with the group. At the pot luck we 
will discuss the cookbook: were 
the recipes easy or difficult, did the 
cookbook meet our expectations, 
were the dishes consistently good 
throughout, etc.  

New members to the book club 
are welcome and encouraged! You 
do not need to be a member of the 
Friends of the Amherst Town Li-
brary to join the Cookbook Book 

Club.
Feel free to just come to the meet-

ings where the food topic is of inter-
est to you.

The next meeting of the Friends 
of the Library Cookbook Book Club 
will be March 7th at 7:00pm. Our 
theme is “Stew”. Each person will 
bring a stew and the cook book it 
came from. Everyone is welcome to 
warm dishes up on my stove or in 
my oven so don’t fret about keeping 
the dish warm.

For April we plan to pick an eth-
nic style of cooking: Japanese, Mo-
roccan, Indian, Spanish, etc. I 
would love to get your votes as to 
what  to try.

To sign up or for more informa-
tion please contact Kim Ayers, kim-
berlyayers@comcast.net, 249-9108.

AMHERST – Award-winning 
New Hampshire cartoonist Marek 
Bennett presents “Comics in World 
History and Cultures,” on Tuesday, 
March 11th at 7 p.m. at the Am-
herst Town Library.  This special 
program is funded by a grant from 
the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council and is part of the Library’s 
ongoing March series of programs 
for adults entitled, Celebrating the 
Books and All Its Lives. 

Bennett’s presentation offers a 
whirlwind survey of comics from 
around the world and throughout 
history, with special attention to 
what these vibrant narratives tell 
(and show) us about the people and 
periods that created them.  Marek 
engages and involves the audience 
in an interactive discussion of sever-
al sample comics representing such 
cultures as Ancient Rome, Medie-
val Europe, the Ancient Maya, Feu-
dal and modern Japan, the United 
States in the early 20th century, and 
Nazi Germany during World War 
II.  The program explores the var-
ious ways of creating and reading 
comics from around the world, and 
what these techniques tell us about 
the cultures in which they occur.

Marek Bennett teaches music 
and comics around New England 
and the world beyond.  He holds a 
M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruc-
tion from Keene State College, and 
is a rostered teaching artist with 
the NH State Council on the Arts.  
His publications include Nicaragua 
Comics Travel Journal and the trav-
el webcomic Coffee+Dumpling+-

Komiks.  Marek is also exhibiting 
his work at the Amherst Town Li-
brary during the month of March as 
part of the Friends of the Amherst 
Town Library sponsored art exhib-
it.  So, arrive a bit early for the pre-
sentation and take in the Library’s 
display featuring Marek along with 
other New Hampshire illustrators!

We are grateful for the funding 
provided by The New Hampshire 
Humanities Council for this special 
program.  The Council nurtures 
the joy of learning and inspires 
community engagement by bring-
ing life-enhancing ideas from the 
humanities to the people of New 
Hampshire. Learn more about the 
Council and its work at www.nhhc.
org.

All programs in the month long 
series are free and open to the pub-
lic. However, registration is RE-
QUIRED for each program due to 
space limitations. Other programs 
for adults in the Celebrating the 
Book and All Its Lives series include: 
“Hank Phillippi Ryan: Celebrating 
Her Books and All Her Lives,” on 
Tuesday, March 18th at 7 p.m.; “Pen 
to Paper: James Thurber—Car-
toon, Characters, and Calamities,” 
a two part series on Wednesdays, 
March 19th  and 26th at 1 p.m.; 
and, “Feasting from Literature,” on 
Tuesday, March 25th at 6:30 p.m. 
Register by calling 673-2288, email-
ing library@amherstlibrary.org  or 
by visiting www.amherstlibrary.
org and selecting the “Community 
Services” tab, click on “Sign-Up for 
Programs.”

AMHERST – Do you have an 
idea for a Children’s Book? Come 
to; THE PATH TO CHILDREN’S 
BOOK PUBLISHING. Local Au-
thor-Illustrator, Maryann Coc-
ca-Leffler will share what it takes 
to get a children’s book published. 
Topics include; The Publishing pro-
cess from idea to printed book, The 
Business of Publishing from que-
ries, submissions, and contracts, 

and Tips and Industry Resourc-
es to help you navigate the com-
petitive world of Children’s Book 
Publishing. Saturday, April 12. 
9:30am- 1pm. $45.00. Location: 
ART HAPPENS 37 Wilton Rd. Mil-
ford. For more Information and to 
register, visit:  www.MaryannCoc-
caLeffler.com or contact Maryann 
at MCLeffler@aol.com or 672-8991

AMHERST – Amherst Garden 
Club will be partnering with the 
Amherst Library to celebrate the 
month of March, “The Book in All 
Its Lives”.  Members will be creat-
ing floral arrangements based on 
interpretation of the book of their 
choosing.  Books selected include:  
“Treasure Island” by Robert Lou-
is Stevenson, “Jungle Halloween”, 
“Princess K.I.M.”, and “Mr. Tanen’s 
Ties” by Mary Ann Cocca Leffler, 

“The Hidden Folk” by Beth Krom-
mes, “The Rules” by Marty Kelley, 
and “Strega Nona” by Tomie De 
Paola.  These arrangements will be 
on display the weekend of March 
7-9 in honor of the NH Illustra-
tors’ reception, Sunday, March 9th, 
2-4pm.  We look forward to sup-
porting this community event and 
hope you can visit the library for 
this celebration. 

 

Portable Magic: The Book As  
Object And Subject


