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MILFORD – If you love 
musical theatre, you don’t 
want to miss this evening of 
hits from some of the most 
popular shows on Broadway 
– including “The Lion King”, 
“Les Miserables”, “Chicago”, 
and “Beauty and the Beast”!  
The Souhegan Valley chorus 
will perform at The Amato 
Center in Milford on May 
3rd, under the direction of 
Jennifer K. Erdody, along 
with scene selections by tal-
ented soloists.  “Our mem-
bers are heavily involved in 
musical theater in the Mil-
ford area,” says director Er-
dody.  “Within our ranks 
are directors, musical direc-
tors, costumers, actors and 
actresses, choreographers and danc-
ers.  We even have a young lady who 
is working as a stage manager for Bet-
te Midler’s show this summer in New 
York!   Broadway is a fun concert for us 
since so many of us love that style of 

music, and we have a blast rehearsing 
it every week.”

 Kimberly Vars Whitehead ac-
companies the chorus of 50+ members 
from the Milford-Amherst area and 
surrounding towns. The evening will 
also feature acappella performances by 

The Valleyaires and 
A La Carte, and the 
barbershop quartet 
called Perfect Fourth, 
who are singing in the 
Nashua Actor-Singers 
upcoming production 
of “The Music Man”!

 Come early 
to bid for sweet treats 
during the “Choco-
late Silent Auction” 
fundraiser, starting 
at 5:00pm!  Admis-
sion for “A Night on 
Broadway” is $15 for 
adults, $10 for seniors 
and students, and is 
free for children 12 
and under.  Tickets 
can be purchased in 

advance at The Toadstool Bookshop 
in Milford, from chorus members, and 
at the door on the day of the perfor-
mance.  More information about SVC 
is available online at www.souhegan-
valleychorus.org and on Facebook.

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black
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Amherst Rec
Spring and Summer Programs 
are announced. Make time in 
your life for recreation. 

Arts
Peacock Players Youth Theatre 
will perform Disney’s “Tarzan” 
weekends of May 9 and 18.
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INSIDE: THE AMHERST CITIZEN’S HOME & GARDEN SPRING SECTION WITH WONDERFUL IDEAS AND TIPS
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Library
April is blooming with programs for 
adults and children.  Check out the 
vacation special events as well. 

Schools
The Amherst Middle School’s 
Second Trimester Honor Roll for 
2013-14 has been announced.
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Amherst Republicans

Monthly Meeting 
Saturday, May 3, 8:00 AM
Joey’s Diner, Route 101A, Amherst

Our guest speaker will be Scott Brown, candidate 
for United States Senate. Read more about Scott at 
http://www.scottbrown.com 

For more information please visit www.amherstre-
publicans.org

Dog License Renewal
Dog License renewals are due by April 30th ac-

cording to State Law.  NH veterinarians are required 
to send us the rabies information and we update 
that information as we receive it.  We find that some 
dogs have not been licensed as required and we re-
quest that those owners comply with state law.  Fail-
ure to do so may result in a fine of $25.00. 

The annual Amherst Rabies Clinic will be held on 
Saturday, May 3rd from 9AM to 11AM at the South 
Fire Station on Stearns Rd.  Please have your dogs 
on a leash and cats in carriers.  The fee for a rabies 
shot for 1 dog is $15.00, additional pets for the 
same family will be charged $10.00 each.  Amy Hol-
lengreen, DVM from Amherst Animal Hospital will be 
attending.  Dog licenses for Amherst residents will 
be available.

SHS Scholarship Foundation  
announces Joshua Jordan 
Savyon Memorial Scholarship

The Souhegan Scholarship Foundation is pleased 
to announce that a memorial scholarship has been 
created in memory of Joshua Jordan Savyon. It is 
open to any high school senior who is a resident of 
Amherst or Mont Vernon. Joshua was a bright and 
inquisitive 9-year-old with a heart of gold who loved 
helping others.  For someone so young, he had a 
great deal of perseverance with a remarkable desire 
to be good at everything he did. Joshua left a posi-
tive impact with everyone he met and unfortunately 
he was not able to attain his potential. This schol-
arship is aimed at giving two deserving individuals 
financial assistance in attaining their potential.

Applications are due by May 1, 2014. The appli-
cation, with its parameters and its essay require-
ments, can be found on the SSF website at http://
souheganscholarshipfoundation.org/applications.
html. Completed applications can be addressed to 
the SSF, PO Box 323, Amherst, NH 03031.
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April Flooring Sale
H Carpeting H Hardwood
H Laminate  H Tile
A friendly flooring design boutique 
with great solutions for all of your 
flooring needs. Can’t come to us?  

We’ll come to you!!

Quality Flooring Designs

276 Route 101 • Amherst, NH
NEXT TO EARTH & TREE DOLLHOUSES & MINIATURES

Open: Tues - Sat., 10am - 5pm Call: 365-6061 for appointment
servicexpertsnh.com/design.htm

ArmorMax is backed a by a 50-year wear warranty with stain resistance

Putting the ‘A” Back in STEM

Amherst Garden Club Annual Plant Sale 

 “UNLIMITED FREE CALLING” OUTSIDE MOULTON’S

AMHERST – The Am-
herst Town Library presents 
the living history program, 
“Longfellow: The Poet and 
His Songs,” on Tuesday, 
April 29th at 7 p.m. in the 
Main Reading Room of the 
Library.  Independent liter-
ary historian and playwright 
Rob Velella portrays Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow as a 
young man, explaining his 
woes as a harried professor 
and up-and-coming poet.  
Velella presents the story of 
Longfellow’s life up to the 

year 1854, when his pros-
pects in poetry suddenly 
mature.  A trademark of all 
his performances is a ques-
tion-and-answer session.

As a scholar, Velella spe-
cializes in American litera-
ture of the 19th century.  He 
has published articles and 
presented academic papers 
on figures as varied as Mar-
garet Fuller, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, and Walt Whit-
man.  Nicknamed the “Pro-

“A Night On Broadway” with Souhegan Valley Chorus

AMHERST - The long winter 
hasn’t dampened the spirits of the 
members of the Amherst Garden 
Club, as they have patiently wait-
ed for the snow to melt and the 
ground to thaw so their spring 
ritual could begin -- getting ready 
for the Annual Plant Sale. Mem-
bers have organized to dig and 
pot local perennials, so they will 
be ready with over 2000 plants 
to sell on Saturday, May 10 from 
8:30 am to 1:00 pm on the field 
in front of Wilkins Elementary 
School. The plants are organized 
alphabetically by latin names 
and club members are available 
to help customers. Prior to the 
sale the “dig squad” is available 
to come and divide plants in any-
one’s yards, you do not need to 
be a club member. Contact Marti 
Warren at 566-1780. We also are 
interested in donations of garden 
books (contact Pat at 554-1428) 
and used garden tools and equip-
ment (contact Mary at 672-4312).

So what is new in 2014? In ad-
dition to the 2000+ locally-dug 

perennials and a variety of hand-
picked garden vendors we will 
include the Tool Shack, filled 
with gently-used garden tools, a 
few antique tools and a few brand 
new items. You may also find a 
special ornament for your yard/
garden. Also new this year at the 
Information Booth will be land-
scaper Claudia Everest offering 
to consult with gardeners who 
would like to bring photos or gar-
den layouts to discuss improving 
their present garden design.  She 
has years of experience and will 
be available to answer your ques-
tions. At the Gently Used Books 
Table we will be offering a won-
derful selection of past gardening 
magazines, as well as books, all 
inexpensive and a great way to 
get ideas!

We will be offering a collec-
tion of starter herbs to get your 
herb gardens ready for summer 
picking. We will be bringing back 
a section exclusively for Shade 
Plants, making it easier for those 
of you looking for items for your 

shade gardens. To add to the ex-
citement, bring your family, the 
“Gals” at the Children’s Potting 
Table will be having the most 
fun, entertaining your children 
as they pot something special for 
Mother’s Day, while Dad is look-
ing for a beautiful hanging basket 
or special treat from the Baked 
Goods Table for that special day 
on Sunday. 

The Amherst Garden Club is 
the largest garden club in New 
Hampshire and spends many 
months preparing for this event. 
The gallon-size potted plants are 
labeled with pertinent informa-
tion, and the labels will last for 
years. It has been supporting gar-
deners in Southern New Hamp-
shire for 43 years by recycling 
perennials from their gardens 
and educating gardeners through 
monthly programs open to the 
public, free of charge. Why not 
kick off your gardening season 
with a visit to the Amherst Gar-
den Club’s Annual Plant Sale? 

Amherst Town Library

Longfellow: The Poet 
And His Songs
A Living History Presentation

By Bruce B. Beckley
AMHERST – A news release from 

an upper-valley high school described 
that school’s curriculum which goes 
beyond science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) subjects to a 
STEAM focus.  That is STEM with a 
strong infusion of arts subjects.  This 
is not to say that other school systems 
don’t include the arts in study plans.  
It does say that this school is placing 
the arts on the same platform as the 
STEM subjects.

The high school I attended serving 
six small towns in northwestern Con-
necticut would be called a STEAM 
school today.  From the principal’s of-
fice to every classroom, shop, and gym, 
whatever you wrote was graded gram-
matically as well as for course content.  

We read and wrote about literature by 
authors from Chaucer to Thurber who 
lived one town away.  We travelled as a 
class down to Hartford for music and 
Shakespeare.

Every now and then someone who 
finds I write this stuff will say, “But I 
thought you were an engineer.”  I am 
(or was) as glad of it but one skill (using 
the term loosely) does not and should 
not preclude the other.  It’s not enough 
to only know what Pi times the radius 
squared equals, or Ohm’s Law, or that 
E=mc2, or Archimede’s Principle.  The 
student stepping out of high school or 
university should be able to tell others 
what these mean and how they are ap-
plied to his software, or her robot.  

Selling grant applications, reports to 
management, and technical presenta-

tions come best from a person bless-
ed with a fully-rounded STEAM ed-
ucation that includes STEM and arts 
subjects: literature, writing, music and 
art itself.

“What has this got to do with con-
servation/”, you ask.

“Everything”, I say.
Tomorrow’s advocates for conserva-

tion, in its broadest sense, are in high 
schools today.  A decade or two from 
now when they are out of school and 
raising kids of their own, they will be 
the ones appreciating and acting for 
the environment and its diverse in-
habitants.  They need to be equipped 
to support and express their support 
for conservation programs and orga-

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – The Am-
herst Fire Chief for the past 
four years, Mark Boyn-
ton retired.  He submitted 
his letter of intent to the 
town administrator, James 
O’Mara to be effective on 
May 13th. In his brief let-
ter he stated, “After careful 
consideration, I have decid-
ed to retire from the New 
Hampshire fire service with 
nearly twenty-five years of 
service.  Please consider this 
my notice and letter of in-
tent to retire effective May 
13, 2014.”

Chief Boynton wrote to 
Mr. O’Mara, “Over the past 
four years I have had the op-
portunity to work for you in 
your roles of selectmen and 
town administrator.  Your 
enthusiasm, honesty, pro-
fessionalism and dedication 
to the town of Amherst are 

unlike any I have ever seen. 
It has been an honor and 
privilege to work for you 
and with you.”

Chief Boynton was hired 
during a period of tur-
moil in the fire department 
when the number of volun-
teer firefighters was at an all 
time low. According to the 
chief, he increased the staff 
by 65%, set goals for the de-
partment and did brain-
storming with all the vol-
unteers.  He also brought 
in over $500,000 in grant 
money.

“Our members embraced 
leadership training, devel-
oped leaders  and imple-
mented a successful pro-
motional process,” said 
Boynton. “Our 50 mem-
bers were all part of a team 
that understood that what 
each one did, matters to the 
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Amherst Fire Chief 
Boynton Retires

So many plants to choose from!


