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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

Never Stop Rediscovering!
To the editor:

 
Never Stop Rediscovering! Today small businesses are struggling and 

surrounded by economic doom and gloom, and business growth and busi-
ness survival is critical to our entire nation’s economy. Today as consumers, 
we import more than we export and job loss from this strategy has created 
economic devastation that affects the entire United States. It appears that 
our economic strategists have forgotten to leave the nation better than they 
found it; instead, they choose to get rich, at such an overwhelming cost to 
the rest of us. You cannot help wonder what has become the primary teach-
ing in the top business schools, perhaps “Gluttony 501!”

In a devastating economy, developing renewed business success is crit-
ically dependent on cultural adaptability. Cultural adaptability is a redis-
covering process critical to the survival of any business. Business compla-
cency is an example of untrue leadership or non-leadership, any company 
that becomes complacent is certain to fail. The markets will continue to 
evolve, and the amount of market change is unknown; what is clear is that 
“The Markets Drive the Business” and business resiliency is vital to capture 
this market change. Rediscovering business success and having the right 
people on the bus is not enough, more important is having the right people 
in the right seat; this is a never-ending rediscovering process. All the books 
that have been written about the rediscovering process can be summed 
up into one rule; “Rediscover, rediscover often, and never stop rediscov-
ering your business”. Businesses managed by this rule create success in all 
directions, is fun to work at, have the very high morale and low employee 
turnover, and rediscovering is the spirit of success! Self is influenced by re-
discovery, the natural by-product becomes amazing possibilities, resulting 
in sustainable success!

Special Regards,
Dr. Pietro (Pete) Savo
US. Navy Veteran
Mont Vernon

Senior Project Raises Funds for 
Autism Speaks

        

To the editor:
As a member of the Class of 2014 at Souhegan High School, part of our 

graduation requirements is to complete a Senior Project of our choice.   I 
am very interested in helping others to understand some of the intricacies 
of autism and so I have been doing research to gain a better understanding 
for myself.  In addition to a 20 minute presentation to the staff and my peers 
in May, we are also required to complete an applied piece which incorpo-
rates aspects of our research that we share with the public.  

On Sunday, April 6th I hosted an Autism Awareness 5k fun run and raffle 
to support the Autism Speaks organization.   It was a successful event where 
over 130 people participated and learned more about this topic.  I posted 
information along the course which was extracted from my research to ed-
ucate people.  Local businesses were very generous in donating items for a 
raffle which was held at the conclusion of the race.  I want to thank people 
in the community and the following businesses who were very supportive:  
The Black Forest, Giorgios, Longhorn, The Meat House, Moultons, Stepha-
nie Jay (Noni’s Toffee) and Tyler Petropulos (Red Sox Tickets.)  I would also 
like to thank Dick Miller for his assistance with the Souhegan High School 
facility.

I am very pleased to be able to donate $898.70 to Autism Speaks.
This endeavor has increased my awareness and I am looking forward to 

further studying this issue when I matriculate to Boston University in the 
fall of 2014.

Kind Regards,
Madison Learned
Amherst

Voters Are Out-Of-Touch With  
Reality
To the editor:    

    Dr. Pete Savo’s comments of April 8th are right on the mark.   I would 
only add that we the voters continue to elect these politicians into office.   
Our Founding Fathers assumed that our form of government would only 
succeed with an informed (educated) electorate.  All too often our citizenry 
exhibits apathy by not voting at all or falls prey to political rhetoric, failing 
to apply good common sense when casting ballots.  Too many of us vote 
on social issues or based on emotion, rather than selecting leaders with 
proven leadership ability.  We need leaders who can not only manage the 
bureaucracy but also inspire our citizens.  Too many of us fail to recognize 
the dangers to this country of the debt spiral currently underway.  In a 
no-growth, or at best slow-growth, economy this spiral will continue.  We 
cannot grow our way out of debt at current economic growth rates.  What 
about the waste, fraud and abuse and the redundant federal programs with 
no accountability.

While Dr. Savo is distressed by the out-of-touch politicians, I am dis-
mayed by our lack of ability to change the status quo and remove by vote 
some of these intrenched bureaucrats.   I am of the opinion that we need a 
smaller, more accountable government at all levels.  Voters need to under-
stand that we are not on the right track.  Our national security is at risk; we 
are failing our middle class, and why is this happening?  Perhaps it is be-
cause our voters are out-of-touch with reality.

Martha D. Wilkerson, CFA
Amherst

Letter Carriers Collect for SHARE
To the editor:

The National Association of Letter Carriers’ 22nd Annual Stamp Out 
Hunger food drive will be held on Saturday, May 10.  Local mail carriers 
will be collecting for SHARE’s Food Pantry. This time of year, donations are 
low at SHARE and the shelves are thin.  Each year, Stamp Out Hunger has 
been an important way to get the pantry through the spring and summer 
months.  On the morning of Saturday, May 10, please put out your non-per-
ishable donations in a bag by your mailbox and the letter carriers will pick 
up and deliver the donations to SHARE. 

SHARE Outreach serves those in need in Amherst, Mont Vernon, Mil-
ford, and Brookline with a food pantry, clothing barn, and emergency fi-
nancial assistance.  Learn more at www.sharenh.org. Thank you for your 
help in keeping our shelves stocked!

Sincerely, 
Christine Janson
Executive Director, SHARE Outreach

Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C.
is pleased to announce that 

Attorney Jennifer L. Reid 
has joined the firm and is accepting new clients.

Attorney Jennifer L. Reid was admitted to practice in New Hampshire in 2013. Her primary 
practice areas include personal injury and business/commercial litigation. She is available for 

consultations with persons injured in motor vehicle accidents and other accidents, and persons 
involved in business transaction disputes.

Contact Attorney Reid at (603) 883-0797 or jreid@lawyersnh.com

Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C.
29 Factory Street,  PO Box 507,  Nashua, NH  03061      

(603) 883-0797 • www.lawyersnh.com

603.594.WASH (9274)
BlueSkyPowerWashing.com

Hot 
Water Soft 
Washing

Over 
3500 Homes 

Servedwww.SeasonalStores.com
Open all year. Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or 
Hours for this month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio 

Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Patio Furniture
Beautiful, comfortable styles, major brands, long warranties.

  Providing Excellence in Dental Health Care

k Gentle Hygiene Care
k Digital X-Rays & 3-D CAT Scans
k Cosmetic Restorations
k Tooth Whitening
k Root Canal Therapy
k Lazer-guided Dental Implants
k TMJ Therapy & Bite Restoration
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team.”
Boynton expressed his disap-

pointment that the department 
didn’t finish the second story at the 
fire station and some fire apparatus 
was not replaced.

“Staffing is an issue.  I know that 
others have a different position,” 
said Boynton.  During the last bud-
get session, Ways and Means un-
successfully attempted to increase 
the fire department budget by 
$80,000 to address the midweek 
staffing problem.

“I’m going to miss the guys.  They 
are second to none.  They are com-
mitted and professional and per-
form their jobs flawlessly.”

When asked who should be 
named the new chief, without hes-
itation Boynton said Deputy Fire 
Chief Matt Conley is highly quali-
fied to do the job.  “He’s the soul of 
the department and held it together 
through difficult times,” said Boyn-
ton.

Mark Boynton has been hired by 
Townsend, Massachusetts as Fire/
EMS Chief. 

nizations.  If you will, an enlight-
ened electorate, attuned to charita-
ble programs.

  Nelson Mandela put it this way:  
A good head and a good heart are 
always a formidable combination.  
But when you add to that a literate 
tongue or pen, then you have some-
thing very special.

Help your kids understand the 
importance of the “A” in STEAM.  
Really, this rests in the home with 
encouraging parents.  It means: not 
just watching the TV to see some-
one walked to first – but going 
at least once to watch and be im-
mersed in an opera live in HD; not 
just having a boom box next to the 
ear but taking in a live symphony or 
chorale; not only being locked into 
an ipad but hitting an art show or 
museum.  It means not only teach-
ers but parents and the town as well. 

The Boy Scouts got it right when 
they began the merit badge program 
102 years ago.  Today there are 130 
merit badges a scout may work for, 
ranging from American Cultures 
and Aviation to Nuclear Science 
and Wood Work.  I would count 38 
of them as art related, 24 related to 
recreation, and STEM-wise: S - 23, 
T – 32, E – 5, and Math directly – 1.  
This doesn’t reflect the essential in-
ter-relationships that exist.  For in-
stance, engineering and technology 
are incomplete without the knowl-
edge of the supporting science and 
math.  I find the most valuable long-
term requirement of each badge is 
that the scout must be able to write, 
describe, and discuss his subject - to 
use the language.

You can’t get around it, reading, 
‘riting, and ‘rithmetic – the 3 Rs all 
go together.  And need to be togeth-
er.

u Putting the ‘A” Back in STEM  continued from page 1

u Amherst Fire Chief   continued from page 1

Amherst Democrats Meeting

Growing Inequality in America
AMHERST – Boston College public policy scholar and former 

New Hampshire lawmaker R. Shep Melnick will speak at the next 
meeting of the Amherst Democrats on Thursday, April 24th. 

Professor Melnick is Tip O’Neill Professor of American Politics at 
Boston College and co-chair of the Harvard Program on Constitu-
tional Government.  He previously taught at Harvard and Brandeis 
and served on the research staff of the Brookings Institution. His 
writing and research focuses on the intersection of law and poli-
tics.  He is the author of two Brookings books, “Regulation and the 
Courts:  The Case of the Clean Air Act” and “Between the Lines:  In-
terpreting Welfare Rights”. He received both his BA and PhD from 
Harvard.

A native of Littleton,  he represented that town in the NH legis-
lature during the 1975-76 session.  He has also served as Treasurer 
of the NH Democratic Party and as President of the New England 
Political Science Association.

Professor Melnick will discuss the problem of growing inequality 
in America and what we can do about it.  His talk and a follow-up 
Q&A session will be held during the next potluck supper sponsored 
by the Amherst NH Democrats- details below;

For more information, visit http://www.amherstnhdemocrats.
org/

 

TIME/DATE DETAILS:

 When: Thursday, April 24, 2014
Social: 6:00 – 6:30pm
Supper: 6:30 – 7:00pm
Talk & Discussion: 7:00pm – 8:00pm
Where: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Milford,  
20 Elm St, Milford


