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Milford Rotary Senior BBQ
Milford Rotary will host a Senior Citizen BBQ on Wednesday,  May 7 at the 

Souhegan Valley Boys and Girls Club.  Begins at noon, all area Seniors are wel-
come!

Fundraiser for the Souhegan Valley Boys and Girls 
Fundraiser for Souhegan Valley Boys and Girls Club - 100% of proceeds will be 

donated to the club. April 24 at 6:30pm - 9:00pm at Giorgio’s Ristorante & Bar, 
Milford.  $7 martini night at Giorgio’s 

Products from Silpada Jewelry, Pamperchef, and a new young dazzling line of 
jewelry called Chloe and Isabel will be available to purchase

Online-sales and product review are available through these websites: Mysilpa-
da.com/donna.saber and Chloeandisabel.com/boutique/donnasaber#28090

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society

Upcoming Events
The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will hold a number of field trips and 

walks this spring. The public is welcome to join these events.  
Birding Field Trips: bring binoculars and prepare for mud. For directions, more in-

formation, and registration contact Richard Bielawski at 429-2537 or rbielawski@
mac.com.

Saturday May 3, 6:30 – 10:30am, Horse Hill Nature Preserve, Merrimack. Meet 
at the trail head at 184 Amherst Road in Merrimack. 

Sunday May 4, 6:30 - 10:30am, Mine Falls Park, Nashua. Meet in the parking 
area at the end of Spine Road, off of Pine Street, behind the Millyard in Nashua. 

Saturday May 10, 6:30 - 10:30am, Beaver Brook, Hollis. Meet at the Maple Hill 
Barn at 117 Ridge Road 

Nature Walks, Ponemah Bog, Amherst  
Join these 1 ½ -2 hour walks. Children welcome. All walks begin at the parking 

area off Rhodora Drive, off of Sterns Road in Amherst. 
Saturday, May 17, 9 – 10:30am. Plant Adaptations. 
Saturday, May 24, 8 – 9:30am. Bird Migration
For more information, contact Jack Gleason at 673-3177 or westonpond10@

gmail.com.

May Program
On Wed, May 21, 2014 at 7pm, the Nashaway Chapter will present profession-

al nature photographer “Moose Man” Rick Libbey. Rick will share his breathtak-
ing images of iconic New England wildlife that includes moose, loons, and snowy 
owls. Preview Rick’s work at www.facebook.com/moosemanphotos. This free talk is 
open to the public and takes place in the Downstairs Theater Room of the Nashua 
Public Library. Registration is not necessary. For more information, contact Richard 
Maloon 424-5621 or richard.maloon@att.net.

Discussion Group at Toadstool Bookshop
On the first Thursday of each month, the discussion group meets from  7PM  

to  8:30PM.  We share ideas on philosophy, current affairs and familiar truths. For 
more information contact: Norah at 673 – 6948.    

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both in-

formational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book 
Group, Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early De-
cember the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which 
is optional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership 
annual fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events 
visit www.nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreci-
ated, but not necessary. 

Amherst Juniors Open for New Members!
Our mission is civic needs, educational advancement and those less fortunate. 

Our goals are achieved with the assistance and generosity of businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals.

We are in need of women with motivation and dedication to join us in growing 
our mission even further within our surrounding communities.

Please email us at memberships@amherstjuniors.org.  Our website is www.
amherstjuniors.org.  Call Barb @ 508-783-3686 or Karen @305-3046 for more 
information. Join Us! 

Historic Amherst

Taxable Property Two Hundred Years Ago
in New Hampshire in General and in Amherst in Particular

Continued on page 6  u

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No payroll too large or too small

• One check payroll  $8.89 per check
• Two to five checks  5.49 per check
• Six to ten checks  5.35 per check
• Eleven or more checks  4.53 per check

Preparation of checks and all employer Federal and 
State forms and tax payments

CALL FOR INFORMATION:  603-672-1155CALL 529-3609 • WWW.THETOWNPLIER.COM

Mother’s Day!
Rather than giving her chocolates that 

melt, or flowers that wilt, give Mom the gift 
that keeps on giving – the home repair you 

BOTH can enjoy for years to come!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

“THE POWER OF ANGELS”
  Kitty Angels Fundraiser

Sat. & Sun. May 3 & 4
9-5 Rain or Shine

Yard Sale, Fair, Crafts, 
Artists, Artisans & Games!
Over 130 Vendors
Food, Fun & Raffles!!!

treasuresantique@aol.com  •  www.TreasuresNH.com • facebook.com/TreasuresAntiques

New England Brethren of 
Pirates, Dukes of Hazard 
& Smokey & The Bandit 

Movie Cars, Amherst 
Animal Hospital, Live 

Bands, Petting Zoo, Wool 
Spinning Face Painting, 
and Much, much more!

Kitties on site!

106 Ponemah Rd. 
Rt. 122, Amherst
(603) 672-2535

FAMILY VISION CARE
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association
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BY KATRINA HOLMAN
Are you still smarting from na-

tional tax day – and dreading your 
next property tax bill? Proper-
ty taxes are an historic tradition 
in New Hampshire (not just this 
state, of course, but I’ll stick to my 
bailiwick) and thus in our town. 
A curious little item appeared in 
one of the early newspapers pub-
lished at Amherst, N.H., Samu-
el Preston’s Village Messenger, 22 
Feb. 1800: “The Editor of this paper 
has the pleasure to assert, that the 
citizens throughout the County of 
Hillsborough have as yet made no 
opposition to the collection of the 
Direct Tax, but willingly manifest 
their obedience to the laws of their 
country.” (I can’t figure out wheth-
er he was in favor of the tax or the 
citizens’ attitude – or being ironic.)

As inventories of real and per-
sonal estates and as records of the 
value of the stock of merchants 
and tradesmen and milliners, the 
old tax records are invaluable re-
sources for historical researchers like ‘Yours 
truly’ and genealogists. In Amherst, we are 
fortunate that full tax invoices, the first in 
1801 and then annually from 1804 on, are well 
preserved. The 1801 invoice was broken down 
into these categories: poles [polls]; orchard, 
mowing, tillage, pasture; horses, oxen, cows, 
3-year-olds [presumably neat stock], 2-year-
olds, 1-year-olds; wild land & buildings; val-
uation; school tax, town & county tax, gram-
mar school tax, and minister tax. In 1801, Col. 
Robert Means (1742-1823), who resided at 
1 Pierce Lane, paid the most taxes and thus 
could be deemed the wealthiest man in Am-
herst at that time.

While perusing delicate old N. H. Registers 
at the N.H. state library in Concord, I found a 
key to understanding the tax amounts, name-
ly the “Rates at which Polls and Rateable Es-
tates are valued in the inventory, in making 
Taxes” in the 1812 New-Hampshire Regis-

ter printed by C. Norris & Co., a slim pock-
et-sized volume that back in the day was sold 
by R. Boylston in the newspaper office at Am-
herst as well as by others around N.H. The fol-
lowing quotations are from that book.
Polls in 1812

“Each male poll from 18 to 70 years of age, 
except those from 18-21 enrolled in militia, 
ordained ministers, the president, professors, 
tutors and students of colleges, paupers and 
idiots, $1.20.” In early-mid 18th-century New 
England, having a minister was a prerequi-
site for a settlement and the inhabitants of the 
town paid his salary, but his exemption dis-
appeared with the separation of church and 
state. In 1843 (picking a random year), a poll 
in Amherst was valued at $300, on which the 
voter paid a tax for town, county & state of 
$1.40 plus highway tax of 68 cents and school 
tax of 47 cents, this being the minimum for a 
male resident of Amherst. In 1843, Amherst 

had 328 polls (of whom 75 had no 
taxable property whatsoever and 
therefore taxed only on poll) plus 24 
additional men exempted from poll 
by old age or decease plus 31 wom-
en taxpayers. Twenty years later, 
the right to vote was valued at $240, 
on which the voter paid a poll tax 
of $2.45 plus 32 cents highway tax 
(no school tax that year); for com-
parison with land ownership, in 
that same year of 1863 a woman in 
District 7 paid tax of 62 cents plus 8 
cents highway tax on 5 acres valued 
at $60. The exemption for veterans 
disappeared (Civil War vets paid a 
poll tax) but was later reinstated, 
given that in 1945 (to pick a random 
year in the mid-20th century) both 
men and women paid a poll tax of 
$2 but veterans were exempted. In 
1966, citizens of Amherst paid both 
a poll tax of $2 and a state head tax 
of $5.
Livestock

“Horses: Stallions wintered 3 
winters, each $5 [yes, five whole 

dollars!]. Other mares and horses wintered 
5 winters, each 70 cents; 4 winters, each 50 
cents; 3 winters, each 30 cents; 2 winters, each 
10 cents.”

“Oxen: Wintered 5 winters, each 40 cents; 4 
winters, each 30 cents.”

“Cows: Wintered 4 winters, each 29 cents. 
All neat stock wintered 3 winters, each 10 
cents; 2 winters, each 5 cents.”

Livestock was valued, and therefore taxed, 
according to age, “reckoning the winter to be-
gin the first day of December, and to end the 
last day of March.” In 1820, the livestock cat-
egories in Amherst tax records were: horses; 
young horses; oxen; oxen 4 years old; cows; 
3-year-olds (presumably neat stock); and 
2-year-olds. By 1843, the categories of taxable 
livestock had been simplified to “horses, asses 

Tax invoice of Amherst, N.H., 1810, beginning of Village section 
on page 240 of Volume 2 of Town Records (1791-1842). The first 
listed taxpayer, Col. Robert Means, was a wealthy merchant and 
real estate investor. The 3rd person, Charles H. Atherton, Esq., was 
a well-to-do attorney. The 4th person is an example of a man who 
owned no taxable property and therefore paid only a poll tax. The 
6th taxpayer is a widow, Abigail Prior, paying for her dwelling house 
[on Courthouse Road] and half an acre of arable land, but no poll tax 
because women were not allowed to vote.

History of Christianity: Film Discussion Series 
at Amherst Congregational Church Continues

AMHERST – Christianity: The 
First Two Thousand Years is a 
gripping A&E documentary which 
takes viewers back in time through 
filmed scenes of historical sites, 
and rich, beautiful images of con-
temporary works of art. The Adult 
Education Committee of the Con-
gregational Church of Amherst is 
hosting two more sessions of view-
ing and discussion of segments 
of this documentary, on Tuesday, 
April 29th  and Tuesday, May 20th 

from 7 to 9 p.m.
The April 29 session will focus 

on Christianity in the Dark Ages, 
the rise of Islam, Charlemagne, and 
power struggles between church 
and state. The parts are indepen-
dent from each other, so partici-
pants may choose to attend one or 
both of the sessions. The public is 
invited to attend. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, please con-
tact Carolin Sanchez: c.n.sanchez@
comcast.net.

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com


