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AMHERST – Granite State Ring-
ers, New Hampshire’s only com-
munity bronze handbell choir, is 
pleased to announce a concert for 
April 26 at 7pm, at the Congre-
gational Church of Amherst, 11 
Church Street, Amherst. This event 
is open to the general public.  Ad-
mission is $10 for adults and $8 for 
seniors and children 12 and under.  
Proceeds from this concert will 
benefit the Granite State Ringers 
and the Organ Restoration Fund at 
the Congregational Church of Am-
herst, UCC.

Granite State Ringers, New 
Hampshire’s only auditioned com-
munity handbell choir, will present 
their Bells at Play spring concert.  
This concert will feature a vari-
ety of musical arrangements that 
showcase fun, animated songs rem-
iniscent of childhood rhymes and 
games, as well as leading pop songs 
of today.  

Led by musical director Joan Fos-
sum, this skilled ensemble of hand-
bell musicians will have you tapping 
to the music of playful tunes such 
as Knick-Knack Paddy Whack! and 
Five, Six, Pick Up Sticks.  Adele’s 
Rolling in the Deep and a medley 
from Les Misérables will showcase 
the beauty of the sound of hand-
bells.   You will be mesmerized 
watching the entire ensemble, as 
well as the duet and quartets this 
accomplished group presents. 

Granite State Ringers, a nonprof-
it organization, was formed in 2007 
with the mission to offer dedicat-

ed handbell ringers the opportuni-
ty to promote and perform a varied 
handbell repertoire, and to educate 
the public about this unique per-
cussion instrument.  Granite State 
Ringers perform using 5 octaves of 
Malmark handbells, 5 ½ octaves of 

Malmark handchimes, and 3 ½ oc-
tave of Schulmerich handbells.  The 
concert also incorporates various 
rhythm instruments, a flute, and 
some fun and playful techniques 
like you’ve never seen on handbells.  
Who could resist Chopsticks played 

on handbells as a duet!  This is a 
show not to be missed.  

For additional information on 
this organization and upcoming 
performances, please visit our web-
site www.granitestateringers.org
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and mules over 18 months old” and 
“cows, oxen and other neat stock 
over 18 months old” but “sheep over 
6 months old” had been added. In 
1869, “hogs over six months old” 
were added. Starting in 1863, there 
was a dog tax, the invoice indicating 
whether male or female. These cat-
egories persisted until at least 1891. 
When poultry farming reached a 
certain scale in the 20th century, 
then chickens were taxed.
Farm Land

“Orchard: Accounting so much 
for an acre as will one year with an-
other, produce 10 barrels of cider or 
perry, each acre at 30 cents.”

“Arable or Tillage Land: Ac-
counting so much for an acre as 
will produce one year with another, 
25 bushels of Indian corn, or oth-
er grain equivalent, each acre at 20 
cents.”

“Mowing Land: Accounting so 
much an acre as will produce one 
ton of English hay, or other hay 
equivalent, one year with another, 
each acre at 20 cents.”

“Pasture Land: Accounting so 
much as will keep one cow, one year 
with another, four acres, each acre 
at 5 cents.”

This fine distinction in the value 
of agricultural land disappeared by 

1843; and in Amherst the column 
for total number of acres was filled 
in starting in 1856. At some point in 
the 20th century, a land use distinc-
tion reappeared in N.H. as “current 
use” designation(s) for farm land, 
wood land and undeveloped land in 
response to the growth of suburbia 
as a way to encourage open space 
and enable farmers to survive. 
Buildings

“Mills, Wharves, and Ferries: To 
be estimated at one-twelfth part of 
their net yearly incomes, after de-
ducting repairs.” Amherst had no 
wharves or ferries, but in later de-
cades of the 19th century carding 
machines were added to the mills 
category; factories became anoth-
er category, generally blank in our 
town; and the Amherst clerk wrote 
in “aqueducts” in place of pre-print-
ed “locks and canals” for the lead 
water-pipe manufactory of Cyrus 
Eastman.

“Other Buildings and unim-
proved Lands: Of inhabitants and 
non-residents, at half of one per 
cent, of their real value. (The un-
improved lands of non-residents, 
are not liable to be taxed to support 
public highways, within two years 
after passing a special act for that 
purpose.)” This category was called 

“wild land & buildings” from 1801 
through the 1830s. It’s a good place 
to look for a year-to-year big jump 
when trying to figure out when a 
dwelling house was built.
Merchants and Tradesmen

“All Stock in Trade: Reckoning 
the average value for a year, at half 
of one per cent.” This category en-
ables the researcher to identify the 
Village storekeepers in the 19th 
century and deduce the number in 
any given year and their compara-
tive sizes. Stock was still assessed 
and taxed in the mid-20th centu-
ry, so one can compare the relative 
size of the variety store at 8 Main 
Street with the much larger general 
(“Thrift”) store at 10 Main Street in 
1956, for example.
Financial Assets in 1812

“All Bank Shares: At three fourths 
of one per cent.”

“Money on hand or at Interest: 
More than the owner pays interest 
for, the same as bank stock.”

“Carriages of Pleasure: At half of 
one per cent of their real value.” In 
1843, in all of Amherst, only 13 men 
were taxed on carriages – innkeeper 
Hardy was not one of them but liv-
ery stable proprietor Vose was (both 
of whom you can find in Walking 

Tours of Amherst Village of 2010), as 
were the doctor, two attorneys, and 
the whip factory partners. In 1866, 
in District 1 (by far the most popu-
lous district, being the Village), out 
of 106 polls, there were only 7 own-
ers of carriages. As you know, we 
still pay carriage taxes today, both 
to state and town calculated differ-
ently, but not only for pleasure vehi-
cles, although if you stay off public 
roads with your tractor, you don’t 
have to pay annual taxes on it.
Thanks

I’m grateful to Amherst’s tax col-
lector, Gail Stout, for hauling the 
old tax volumes in and out of the 
vault for me on many occasions, al-
ways helpful, gracious and friendly, 
and to Jackie Marshall for making 
those held by the Historical Society 
readily available. Deputy town clerk 
Lavern F. initially assisted me by 
locating the old books in the vault 
when I discovered their existence, 
but I soon tired of waiting in line at 
the town clerk window.

Amherst (N.H.) Town Records 
Vol. 2, 1791-1842, are available on 
microfilm at Amherst Town Li-
brary. They include tax invoices, di-
viding the town into three sections, 
from 1801 and 1804-1819.

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England
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“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

Louise Nevelson
Robert Hughes
Karel Appel
Paul Jenkins
Walasse Ting

And more...

Anna Von Mertens
Chris Myott
Roz Park
Jessie Pollock
Jason Reimers

Now enrolling for 2014-2015
Please call 672-3168 today!

Preschool, ages 3-5
Morning or Afternoon extended 

Kindergarten offered from
8:00 a.m. drop off, until 3:00 p.m. 

walk to Clark or pick up
• Social & emotional readiness

• Learning through play
• Family events

• Nonprofit
• Est. 1995
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Granite State Ringers Presents:  Bells at Play

Granite State Ringers will present their Bells at Play Concert, at 7pm, April 26 at the Congregational Church.

Michael Brin

Barbara Fisher Center

If you happened to be outside ear-
ly Monday morning, you would  you 
would have seen Jesus and Mike as-
cending thru the moonlit sky on 
their way home.

Mike lost his short battle with 
cancer At The Community Hospice 
House in Merrimack on April 14, 
2014.

Mike was 62, born in Scotland, 
grew up in Connecticut and spent 
most of his adult life living in coast-
al Maine and New Hampshire.

Mike had a generous and caring 
heart, always reaching out to oth-
ers with a helping hand.  Known for 
his sense of humor, he was quick to 
bring a smile to friends and strang-
ers alike.

Mike spent much of his life in the 
real estate and general contracting 
business bringing meticulous plan-
ning and quality to everything he 
did.

He appreciated time with family 
and friends, especially time spent 
with Rene, Matt and Johanna al-
ways with a smile, a loving hand on 

the shoulder or a hug.
Did we mention his stories? Oh 

those wonderful stories he had to 
tell.

God had a need for a good story-
teller and called Mike...we know he 
is sharing his stories and bringing 
smiles now in Heaven.

A private family service is 
planned.

Memorial donations can be made 
to The Community Hospice House 
in Merrimack, an incredible facility 
and staff providing expert care and 
support to patients and families 
during difficult times.

Mike is survived by his wife of 
37 years Rene Brin of Amherst, his 
son Matt Brin and his wife Johanna 
of Windham ME, an older brother 
Henri Brin of Atlanta, an older sis-
ter Mary DeMasi and her husband 
Ralph of Myrtle Beach, SC, a young-
er brother Marcel Brin and his wife 
Lori of Monroe CT and a younger 
sister Margaret Liontas of Milford 
CT.

Barbara Fisher Center of Am-
herst died April 17, 2014.  She was 
born January 24, 1932; the daugh-
ter of Ralph A. and Marion (French) 
Fisher of Milford.

She was the widow of Alden Car-
roll Center who died April 10, 2005.  
They shared nearly 51 years of mar-
riage.  She was also predeceased by a 
son, Paul Carroll who died in 1995.

Barbara graduated from Milford 
High School in 1950 and the New 
England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston with a music education de-
gree in 1954.  The couple spent a 
year at Ft. Knox where Alden was 
in the Air Force and then lived in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and 
Virginia for the next twenty years.  
The family returned to their New 
Hampshire roots in 1975, settling 
in Amherst.

Barbara enjoyed classical music, 
traveling to Elderhostels, art and 
history museums, movies and the-
ater.  She kept up with politics and 
world affairs and was extremely 
well read.  She was an avid walker. 

She valued time spent with her 
children and their families and con-
sidered them her greatest joy. She 
traveled to visit with them on both 
coasts and internationally, taking 
interest in their lives and friends.

For a number of years she worked 
for the former New Hampshire In-
surance Company in Manchester. 
She was a reporter, a day care work-

er, a self taught cook and baker, had 
a beautiful singing voice and was a 
proud New Englander in tempera-
ment and work ethic.

Barbara was an active and dedi-
cated Unitarian Universalist since 
early adulthood.  She was a valued 
member of the UU congregation in 
Milford and donated her time and 
commitment in many church activ-
ities in service to others.

She is survived by her four daugh-
ters Gail Center (Huntington, Ver-
mont), Lauren Ledoux (Chiches-
ter, NH), Rebecca Center (Ashland, 
MA) and Claudia Center (San Fran-
cisco); three son-in-laws Gene Bell, 
Brian Ledoux and Andre Lamon-
tagne, her daughter-in-law Carol 
Center, four beloved granddaugh-
ters and two great grandsons.  She 
also leaves her brother Robert Fish-
er and wife Grethel (Burlingame, 
California), her sister-in-laws Dean-
na Holt (Nashua) and Cathy Center 
(Chelmsford, MA) and one broth-
er-in-law Clarke Center and Carol 
Reid (Keene).  She was fond of her 
many nieces and nephews.

A celebration of Barbara’s life will 
be held at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church on Wednesday, April 
23rd at 2:00 pm.  A graveside burial 
will be held privately in South Lyn-
deboro at a later date. For more in-
formation please visit www.csnh.
com
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Here’s A New Shopping Experience u

Read what is important to you all year long – in print or online:  www.amherstcitizen.com

Connecting Consumers 
with Local Businesses.

mainstreet-nh.com

The ToadsTool 
Bookshops

LINDA GREENLAW
Sun., Apr. 27, 11:30 a.m. 

The famous swordboat captain will be 
here to sign and discuss her new book 
and greatest challenge – Motherhood – 

with “LIFESAVING LESSONS” 
(Penguin, $16)

—————
CHRISTINE MUNROE 

Sat., May 24, 2 p.m. 
Interested in e-books and self publish-

ing, but not sure where to start? Do 
you own an e-reader, or thinking of 
purchasing one? Christine is a Kobo 
e-reader expert, and will join us for a 
multi-faceted workshop for reading, 

writing, and publishing with a Kobo – 
which helps support your local Indie 

book seller! This is a free event. 
Please call ahead to reserve a seat.

—————
Visit our website:

www.toadbooks.com
M-T-W: 9-7, Th-Fr 9-8

Sat: 9-6, Sun: 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

MAY SALE: 20% OFF!
Sale ends May 31, 2013. Some exclusions apply.

• Custom Jewelry Design 
& Manufacture

• Jewelry & Watch Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearl & Bead Restringing
• Jewelry Sales in Gold, 

Platinum, Palladium & Silver

• Diamonds, Colored 
Gemstones & Pearls

• Antique Jewelry Restoration
• Watch Batteries & Bands
• Some Repairs & Appraisals 

Available While You Wait

460 Route 101, Bedford, NH • Open T, W, F 10-5; �  10-8; Sat 10-3 • www.JonathansJewelers.com • 603-471-2828  

Sale ends May 31, 2014. Some exclusions apply.


