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To-do list 2.0: How high-tech 
is making household chores 

easier than ever
Each week, the average person spends between 10 and 20 hours doing yard 

work and other tasks around the home, according to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. While necessary, these routine tasks don’t exactly fit neatly into today’s 
busy, on-the-go lifestyles, which is why technology is stepping in.

Here are three high-tech features to look for when shopping for a way to 
make household chores faster, easier, and even labor-free.

1. Cordless without compromise
Lithium ion has changed the way we 

communicate, entertain and work and 
now it’s changing the way we maintain 
our yards. To give homeowners what they 
want - the power of gas mowers without 
the noise, fuss and fumes - the engineers 
at EGO spent 10 years developing a way 

to pack more power into a single battery. The result is the new EGO POWER+ 
Mower, the industry’s first 56-volt cordless mower. EGO’s proprietary pow-
er management system and Keep-Cool technology make it 40 percent more 
powerful than other cordless alternatives. The revolutionary battery also offers 
the industry’s fastest charging at just 30 minutes. On the convenience side, the 
mower features telescoping handles that fold in for easy, vertical storage and 
headlights that combine with quiet operation for anytime mowing. Visit www.
egopowerplus.com to learn more.
2. Do-it-itself

What started with the self-cleaning oven more than 50 years ago is now a 
whole-home concept. Today’s do-it-itself solutions comprise everything from 
self-cleaning toilets and dustless ceiling fan blades to robotic gadgets that auto-
matically clean windows and floors. New multi-surface floor cleaning solutions 
know exactly where to go and when to switch from vacuum to mop. Taking 
this concept vertical, the ECOVACS Winbot does the same thing but on win-
dows.
3. Smart

There’s technology that makes household chores 
easier and automatic, and then there’s the kind that 
does the thinking and organizing for you. That’s the 
idea behind new smart and connected appliances 
that not only cook food or keep it cold, but tell you 
by phone what’s in the fridge and when a roast is 
almost done. The latest iceboxes from LG and Sam-
sung even tell you how much time you have until 
the eggs go bad and how much milk is left in the 
container. The digital display serves as a grocery 
list, calendar and recipe organizer, not to mention 
a place to watch the morning news while making 
breakfast.

Technology is helping to make nearly every facet of our lives easier, and 
thankfully, the latest advancements are delivering a new level of ease where we 
can really appreciate it - household chores.
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W

www.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

Visit our  
NEW model 
home at The 

Fells! 

Experience single family privacy...with all the  
benefits of a carefree condominium lifestyle! 

More Time For The Things  
That Truly Matter 

Hardwood  
Flooring Sale

Until May 24, 2014 only!

on your Mirage Floors purchase

$0.50/sq. ft.  
Rebate

Applicable on ALL standard  
Mirage hardwood floors  

from March 31 to May 24, 2014.

To get your mail-in rebate, details and promotion 
rules, log onto .

Old Maple, Rock Cliff and Papyrus

www.devineflooring.com

Tue-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-4 • Closed Sun., Mon.

438 Gibbons Highway • Route 101W 
Wilton, NH 03086 • 654-5400

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Black Mulch 
Pine Bark Mulch ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
TRUCKING & LANDSCAPE
S I  N C E    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

28 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road  672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer 
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road   672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

www.AmherstEarthProducts.com

WE NOW HAVE “SUPER” SOIL!

Outdoor kitchen? 
Second-floor laundry? 

How to easily achieve summer’s hottest home improvements
Whether you’re staying in place or planning to take ad-

vantage of an improving real estate market to sell your 
home, spring and summer are upgrade seasons. From 
adding a bathroom to creating an outdoor kitchen, certain 
improvements pay off for both homeowners who are selling 
and those who are staying. And while plumbing challenges, 
such as breaking through concrete or opening walls, may 
discourage some people, savvy homeowners know a tried-
and-true option solves such problems.

“Above-floor plumbing can make it easy and cost-effec-
tive to achieve a number of plumbing-related improvements 
that add both value and enjoyment to a home,” says Chris 
Peterson, Western regional sales director of SFA Sanif-
lo Inc., a manufacturer of above-floor plumbing products. 
“Plumbing is integral to some of today’s trendiest improve-
ments, like outdoor kitchens and second-floor laundry 
rooms. Choosing above-floor plumbing for these and other 
improvements means homeowners can make the alter-
ations quickly, too.”

Above-floor plumbing encompasses both macerating 
systems for toilets (also known as up-flush plumbing) and 
drain pumps for kitchens and sinks. While traditional 
plumbing may require homeowners to take the risk of cut-
ting into a concrete foundation or endure the inconvenience 
of opening walls, above-floor plumbing eliminates those 
concerns.

Here are five hot summer home improvements that you 
can complete faster, easier and with less cost using above-
floor plumbing: 
Create an outdoor kitchen

Outdoor cooking areas, complete with sinks and wet 
bars, are in-demand improvements that boost home value. 
Often, the improvement starts with an existing concrete 
or brick patio, or wooden or composite deck. Tradition-
al plumbing would require a contractor to break up patio 
material or cut into decking to accommodate pipes. Sani-
flo’s drain pumps make it possible to easily and efficiently 
install a fully functional sink without the need to disturb 
existing outdoor structures. When adding a new structure, 
above-floor plumbing can help reduce costs and construc-
tion time for sink installation.
Add a wet bar

What man cave or media room would be complete with-
out a wet bar for entertaining? These rooms are not usu-
ally plumbed, and they are often in basements or on the 
first level of a slab-on-grade home where adding traditional 
plumbing would mean cutting into a concrete floor, which 
comes with a host of risks and inconveniences. Above-floor 
plumbing makes it possible to add a wet bar on a first level 
or in a basement entertaining area without having to cut 
concrete, and in upper-level rooms without having to rear-
range the room to tie into existing pipes behind walls.
Second-floor laundry room

While many older homes have laundry facilities in base-
ments or on the ground floor, demand is rising for laundry 
rooms that are on the same floor as bedrooms. Second-floor 
laundry rooms are a hot trend in new construction, but it’s 
also possible to renovate an older home and move the laun-
dry upstairs. Traditional plumbing might require a home-
owner to locate a second-floor laundry room adjacent to - 
or even within - an existing bathroom to take advantage of 
proximity to pipes. Above-floor plumbing makes it possible 
to locate laundry facilities where homeowners most need 
them.
Adding a bathroom

Kitchens and bathrooms sell homes, and adding a bath-
room is one of the best home-improvement investments. A 
mid-range bathroom addition returns about 60 percent of 
the improvement cost at the time of resale, according to Re-
modeling Magazine’s Cost vs. Value Report. Often, home-
owners add a bathroom in a basement or on the first level 
of a slab-on-grade home. Traditional plumbing common-
ly requires contractors to cut into concrete foundations or 
flooring, which can weaken the integrity of the concrete 
or drive up time and cost if the contractor encounters un-
expected problems. Above-floor plumbing eliminates the 
need to cut into concrete, drastically curtailing the costs, 
risks and time of adding a bathroom. On upper levels of 
a home, above-floor plumbing allows homeowners to add 
a bathroom anywhere they have space for it, rather than 
limiting them to where in-wall pipes already exist or where 
space is available to add them.
Reconfiguring an existing bathroom or kitchen

Bathroom and kitchen remodels are also great value-en-
hancers, returning nearly 69 percent and 72 percent of the 
investment, respectively, according to Remodeling maga-
zine. Traditional plumbing might limit a redesign so that 
new fixtures like sinks, tubs and toilets must go in the same 
spots as the old ones they’re replacing. Above-floor plumb-
ing makes it easy and cost effective to relocate a bathtub 
into a space that used to be part of a master bedroom clos-
et, or to move a kitchen sink across the room.

“Above-floor plumbing makes it easier to achieve some of 
the most valuable home improvements,” says Saniflo’s Peter-
son. “The technology is a cost-effective way to achieve max-
imum versatility in any improvement that calls for plumb-
ing.”
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Thanks to our dedicated and generous advertisers for helping make this issue of The Amherst Citizen “special!”


