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Come Grow with us This Year!

Visit our website: www.amherstgardencenter.com
305 Route101 • Amherst, New Hampshire 03031
603.673.3008 • fax: 603.673.6224 • Open Daily

Please visit and support our partners providing products 
and services for sustainable living and enjoyment.

Again This Year:
•  Stone, Bark Mulch, Compost & Loam  

(local delivery or U-pickup)

•  We will have one of  the largest selection  
of  herbs in the area

•  On-Site Landscape Design, Construction  
& Planting Services (now scheduling estimates)

Always Available:
•  Trees/Shrubs • Perennials/Annuals/Herbs
• Seeds & Fertilizers
•  Gardening Tools, Pots & Accessories
• “Find It” Special Requests

Coming Soon:
•  Homeowners: bring in your pots and fill them onsite  

– we’ll even supply the soil!
•  Fresh Produce Farm Stand

Taking Mulch Orders Now!

5%
 OFF  

 
LANDSCAPING  

 SERVICES*

We are based in Amherst • Call us!
603-913-7151 • iLandscapeNH.com

Paver Patios & Walks
Landscape Lighting

Compost Topdressing
Mowing
Irrigation

Water Features
Retaining Walls

QUALIFIED LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD SPECIALISTS

iLandscapeNH.com*Not to be combined with any other offers. 

An Angie’s List Contractor

AFTERBEFORE

Free Site Evaluations

Let us restore your lawn to its natural beauty!

FREE
9ft. Umbrella

with purchase  
of Any 5 pc. Patio Set

($199 Value)

With this coupon in The Amherst Citizen. Cannot be  
combined with other offers. Expires 5/31/14.

www.ThePatioBarn.com
(603)673-2716

272, Route 101 • Amherst, NH

Your Backyard Oasis!

Design
Construction
Fine Gardening 

 www.stoneblossom.net        603-361-8492    
“Not your typical landscape company...”

Bringing life back into your 
yard and garden

How to personalize your backyard 
with a beautiful concrete path

Return of the 
green: Get 
your grass 
and garden 

growing 
again

Spring season is a time of regeneration and renewal as you prepare to 
bring life back to your lawn and garden. Taking the proper steps after 
seasonal changes or severe weather conditions can prove to be the dif-
ference between creating a breathtaking landscape or an outdoor space 
with unsightly mishaps. By following a few simple steps, you can take 
pride in your backyard year after year.
Inspect and replace your tools of the trade

The first step to creating an outdoor masterpiece begins with the prop-
er equipment. You can’t very well dig, rake or mow with broken or dull 
materials, so now is the time to inspect each of your tools. Check your 
lawnmower and other garden essentials for signs of damage or rust. 
Making sure that your garden tools are in good condition at the start of 
the season will help establish the right foundation for a successful plant-
ing and growing season. “The right tools can make all the difference in 
creating a lawn that leaves a lasting impression,” says Alan Luxmore, 
host of A&E’s hit television show Fix This Yard. “Arm yourself with tools 
that are not only durable, but easy to use. Complete watering systems 
such as LeakFree by Nelson, offer a turn-key watering experience from 
start to finish, allowing gardeners more time to revel in their landscap-
ing successes.”
Bring new life into the garden

Once your soil is permeable, it should be prepped for the upcoming 
planting season by removing dead leaves and plants that may have been 
left over from the previous season. Use a rotary tiller to break up and 
aerate hard soil. Once the old material has been removed from the work 
area and your soil is ready, begin planting your new plants, flowers, veg-
etables and grass. You can also help your trees, bushes and even certain 
plants have a more robust look by trimming them back to encourage 
new bud growth.
Establish a regular watering regimen

One of the most important steps to maintaining a healthy lawn and 
garden is providing it with the proper nutrients. Using a hose for daily 
irrigation seems simple but without the proper watering set up, your ef-

forts could be futile. A proper watering guide and the following tips from 
the watering experts at Nelson can increase efficiency and bring you one 
step closer to creating a yard with envious curb appeal.
n  Give your greens a thorough soaking once in a while to produce extended and 

robust roots.

n  The best time to water is in the morning, when the air is cool and moist. The 
warmth of the sun and the rising temperature gently dries the grass and the 
leaves on the plants. And since morning air is damp, you don’t waste water 
through evaporation.

n  Follow a regular watering schedule to discourage bugs by providing them with 
an inhospitable environment. Insects, with the possible exception of the water 
bug, aren’t terribly fond of water.

n  To be certain your lawn is hydrated adequately when it has failed to rain, the 
standard rule of thumb is to sprinkle one inch of water per week.

n  Use a complete guaranteed leak-free system such as LeakFree by Nelson in 
order to conserve water in drought conditions, save money and stay dry.

For additional watering and gardening tips, and to learn more about 
LeakFree technology, visit www.facebook.com/NelsonWateringAnd-
Gardening.       (BPT)

Paths provide the practical purpose of connecting two or more locations 
but a well-made walkway that will stand up for years can enrich the natu-
ral landscape of a backyard and complement the exterior look of a home.

While traditionally popular materials for creating paths, like brick and 
stone, are attractive and durable, they can be expensive and challenging to 
install. An easy and affordable alternative is to build a path yourself using 
a plastic form and pre-mixed packaged concrete. Taking this approach not 
only minimizes cost, time and headache, the preference and personal taste 
of each individual homeowner dictates the color, style and movement in 
the finished concrete path.

It starts with selecting the style of path, which can range from a natural 
looking country stone pattern to a more standard running bond brick pat-
tern. The QUIKRETE Walkmaker forms are 2 foot by 2 foot and conve-
niently hold one 80-pound bag of concrete, so homeowners can work on 
the path at their own pace by following these simple directions.

Remember when working with cementitious products, always wear eye 
protection and gloves.
Steps for laying a path
n  Remove the sod and soil to the desired width, shape and length of path, be sure 

to keep it as flat and level as possible.

n  Slowly mix the concrete and water in a wheelbarrow with a garden hoe, shovel 
or in a concrete mixer according to the directions on the bag.

n  Lay the form at the beginning of the path and fill with concrete mix, being sure 
to smooth the surface with a trowel.

n  Promptly remove the form and smooth the edges of the path with a trowel be-
fore the concrete mix hardens. For a nonslip finish, brush the surface with a stiff 
broom.

n  Continue by placing the form against the completed section of the path. Then 
fill with the concrete mix, remove the form and smooth the surface. Repeat the 
process until the path is complete.

n  To create a curved walkway, after removing the form from the freshly poured 
section of path, reposition the form in the direction of the curve and press down 
to slice off the corner. Use a trowel to consolidate and smooth cut off edges.

The path can be further customized by incorporating liquid colors, 
stains, and/or embedding gravel or other small aggregates into the con-
crete.

For more tips, direction and information on laying a concrete path using 
forms and pre-mixed packaged concrete, visit www.quikrete.com or look 
for QUIKRETE on Facebook.

(BPT)


