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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

Gas Tax Revenue Should Go for 
Local Roads and Bridge Repairs                                                                                            
To the editor:

 We are all aware that the roads and bridges in Amherst and other com-
munities throughout New Hampshire are in a dismal state. As a means to 
obtain additional funds to repair our state infrastructure, the Legislature 
passed Senate Bill 367. This bill increases the gasoline tax by an additional 
4.2 cents a gallon. This is a 23% increase. It was my hope that all revenues 
from this tax revenue would be distributed to our cities and towns. Not so; 
42% of the revenues will be allocated to one project, the widening of I-93, 
an additional portion of the revenue goes to non construction purposes 
such as funding the state police.

 Amendments were presented so that if the bill passed, all the revenue 
would be directed to the cities and towns. This amendment failed and the 
municipalities will receive only 33% of the tax revenue.

 I voted against the bill for four reasons: First, the increase harms many 
New Hampshire workers who commute long distances to work. Second, 
this will increase the cost of trucking products. The increased cost will be 
added to the products and passed on to all of us. Third I-93 is already fund-
ed in the 10 year highway fund. Fourth, it should all go for local roads and 
bridges, but most towns will see little more than 1% of the revenue and the 
funds received need not be used by the towns for road and bridge repair.

 The increase in cost of gasoline is only one of many small taxes, or fees if 
you desire to call them, will be passed on to the citizens of our state.

Representative Robert H. Rowe
Amherst

The End of Our Republic
To the editor:

Why bother troubling oneself with who to elect to represent us in Con-
gress, when it no longer matters who we, the people, elect?  We’ve (I only 
use that collectively) twice elected a President that doesn’t give a hoot who 
we elect to represent us in Congress!  If he doesn’t like what those Repre-
sentatives and Senators in Congress do, say, or vote on, he simply does what 
HE wants to do.  If he wants to do something to/for/against the people, all 
he needs to do is “Executive-Order-it-done”!  Sorta like King George III did 
it a few hundred years ago, eh?

Bye, bye, Constitutional Republic!

 George “Jack” Keiper
Amherst

New Hampshire is Ready   
For A Change
To the editor:

New Hampshire is ready for a change, and this November we have the 
opportunity to take a step in the right direction by sending true leadership 
to Washington.  Right now, the word around our communities is that the 
economy is in trouble, and perpetual red tape streaming out of Washington 
is making it increasingly difficult to keep businesses running and find solid 
jobs.  Granite Staters want the chance to have their voice heard, which is 
why I am putting my support behind Scott Brown for U.S. Senate.  

Scott Brown is a proven independent thinker who has repeatedly demon-
strated his ability to listen and take action.  After recently announcing his 
candidacy for U.S. Senate, it is not uncommon to hear about Scott Brown 
popping into local stores and businesses from the Seacoast to the North 
Country, just to say hello to Granite Staters and hear what’s on their minds.  
Just a few weeks ago, it was a pleasure to welcome Scott Brown to Am-
herst, where he dug into some doughnuts and shook hands with commu-
nity members at Moulton’s Market to learn about our ideas and concerns.   

There is no doubt that Washington is broken.  Thanks to the failed pol-
icies in Obamacare and onerous rules and regulations, New Hampshire’s 
economy is moving in the wrong direction—and Senator Jeanne Shaheen 
is not doing anything about it.  It is shocking to know that Senator Shaheen 
has voted 99% of the time with President Obama, including the tie-break-
ing vote to force Obamacare on the American people.  And even after hear-
ing repeated complaints from the hard-working citizens she represents, she 
still supports the law.  Without a doubt, her voting record proves she is 
standing on the side of big government, runaway spending, and Washing-
ton bureaucracy that is driving our country into the ground.  

New Hampshire needs a fighter to restore our pro-business environ-
ment, prevent tax increases, and repeal Obamacare.  Senator Shaheen has 
had over five years to get the job done, and the longer she stays in Wash-
ington, the more apparent it is that she is part of the problem—not the 
solution.  Scott Brown will unify Republicans and stand by his word to get 
our fiscal house in order and drive pro-growth solutions that can garner 
bipartisan support and be sent to the president’s desk for his signature.  He 
will do his part to get the federal government out of the boardroom so New 
Hampshire can focus on getting back to work and creating more jobs for 
our families.

After talking with Scott Brown, I am confident that his heart is in the 
right place.  Scott is a true patriot and an independent thinker who thinks 
for people, not politics.  I am confident he will to go to bat for Granite 
Staters to get the job done, and I am glad to join his team.  

Stephen Stepanek
Amherst

(Former Amherst Selectman, Amherst State Representative and NH House 
Chairman of Ways and Means)

Thanks to Everyone Who Helped!
To the editor:

Last week we signed the last of the documents creating permanent con-
servation easements on more than 500 acres of timber land in Mont Ver-
non and Amherst. Accumulated in an era when land had so little value that 
owners would sometimes sell the timber rights on the condition that the 
company take the land, too, those acres have been managed for forestry by 
Tom’s family for more than 100 years.

We are so grateful to each and every person who contributed to the So-
ciety for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests’ fundraising: you made 
it possible for us to protect and preserve the land. We hope you and your 
children and grandchildren will enjoy walks in the woods, snowshoeing, 
bird-watching and general exploring for years to come. Hunting is still al-
lowed by permission, and we will continue to harvest timber on a sustain-
able schedule, so use good woods sense when you go out.

 Thank you again for your generous support.

 Tom and Sally Wilkins
Amherst

Great News for Amherst Pupils
To the editor:

Have you ever wondered if your child might be better suited to a differ-
ent learning environment (perhaps a private school) but thought, “it’s too 
expensive” or “I probably can’t afford it” ?   Stop wondering.  

Is everyone aware that FREE MONEY (no strings and not a loan) is avail-
able to send your student to a different public school, a private school or 
even to homeschool? Applicants must qualify financially with a simple ap-
plication (but the bar is set so low that over 1/2 of the NH families currently 
qualify).  

Contact Kathy or Kate at Network for Educational Opportunity (NEO) at 
888 325-1776 or email info@networkforeducation.org

The FREE MONEY comes from private donations made by individuals 
and businesses specifically for kindergarten through 12th grade students 
in NH.  Please.....  If you currently own a NH business and routinely pay 
either Business Profits Tax or Business Enterprise Tax you might prefer to 
contribute to this tax credit program.  Individuals can also contribute and 
take a tax deduction.  The Network for Educational Opportunities is a reg-
istered 501c3 organization.  

To donate or ask questions contact Kathy or Kate at Network for Educa-
tional Opportunity (NEO) at 888 325-1776 or email info@networkforedu-
cation.org

Peter Hansen
Amherst

PSNH Falls Short
To the editor:

This is an open letter and I hope someone out there can give me an an-
swer to my question.

What do Kabul Afghanistan, Mogadishu Somalia, Fallujah Iraq and Am-
herst NH, USA have in common?

If you answered they are third world cities you would be incorrect. 
The answer is that the power is intermittent and they experience fre-

quent power outages.
If I wanted to live in the third world, I would move there. I choose to live 

in the first world and expect first world utilities. I understand widespread 
natural disasters as we have experienced as of late. But my little piece of 
the first world experiences power outages it seems, on a weekly basis. Ev-
ery time the wind blows or a chipmunk sneezes!  Can someone at PSNH or 
NorthEast utilities please respond to this letter with an intelligible answer? 
One can only wonder the damage to my appliances and electronics that is 
occurring when the power switches off and on like a light being controlled 
by a crazed chimpanzee.

The infrastructure in this area is antiquated and needs to be improved. 
Along with an aggressive tree trimming plan and execution of said plan. 

I am paying first world prices for what I am expecting to be first world 
services and PSNH is falling short.

Joe Cerra
Amherst

Retired Fire Chief Supports   
Deputy Chief Conley as Chief
To the editor:        
I am writing to you to publicly endorse Deputy Fire Chief Matthew Conley 
as the next Fire Chief in Amherst.  Four years ago, I did not know Matthew, 
as I was considering the position of Fire Chief here in Amherst I met with 
several Chief Officers in the area with whom I am friends. I was pleased to 
find out Deputy Chief Conley was someone respected by neighboring com-
munities, considered very professional, competent and knowledgeable with 
twenty years of experience.                       

Over the past four years, I have had the honor and privilege to work with 
Deputy Chief Conley and have repeatedly told constituents “that I could 
not have asked for, nor could I have found a better Deputy Chief to work 
with”. I contribute a large part of the department’s success prior to and 
during the last four years to Deputy Chief Conley.   Having served the town 
for over twenty years in every rank except Chief, I don’t know another per-
son more deserving, qualified or that cares about the welfare of this depart-
ment more than Deputy Chief Conley. He has poured his heart and soul 
into this this department and the Town of Amherst.  

Deputy Chief Conley possesses the knowledge, skills, leadership abili-
ty, qualifications and command presents needed to be the next Fire Chief 
for Amherst.  Matt has proven this time and time again.  When I arrived 
here in June of 2010 Deputy Chief Conley was the glue holding this frac-
tured department together.   Chief Richard Todd had retired and five senior 
members including three officers had resigned due to turmoil.   

Prior to my arrival Matthew through his leadership and dedication had 
rallied the remaining members, recruited new members, trained new driv-
ers, took over the workload of the fire chief, and started a promotional pro-
cess to fill vacant officer positions.  His actions, long hours and leadership 
keep the department running efficiently and effectively during an extreme-
ly difficult time. As a result of his actions and dedication, I awarded Deputy 
Chief Conley with a Chief’s Appreciation Award in 2010.   Deputy Chief 
Conley received this award during our annual banquet with a standing 
ovation from the past and current members.    

On many occasions over the past four years and likely during previous 
years Matthew has stepped up to Acting Fire Chief and Acting EMS Di-
rector.  Most noteworthy were his actions as Acting Fire Chief during sev-
eral natural disasters.  Traditionally, the emergency management director 
has been the Fire Chief.   This means every natural disaster we have, ice 
storm of 2008, Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane Irene Snowtober of 2011and 
the Mother’s Day flood of 2008, Deputy Chief Conley has taken over as 
Acting Fire Chief.   I can attest that during my time here, I have never had 
to worry about the fire department; his performance has been stellar. 

On a number of occasions Deputy Chief Conley has been appointed the 
acting EMS director and run the EMS department flawlessly during fre-
quent and often lengthy absences of Director Gleason.  As a veteran EMT, 
he possesses the knowledge and ability to not only run the EMS depart-
ment but to continue working with town officials to merge the two depart-
ments. 

Critics, all of whom are former members of the department that left un-
der unfavorable terms, predictably will tell you Matthew lacks the skills 
and education to be Fire Chief. If you asked current and honorary mem-
bers, they will tell you Matt is criticized because he, at the rank of Captain, 
had the courage and integrity to speak up on behalf of his personnel, which 
lead to the demise of these critics.  

During my time here all the officers including Matthew have received 
unprecedented leadership training, mentoring and coaching which has led 
to the successes we currently enjoy. Mathew has played a key role in this 
success.  Despite routinely working in excess of 40 hours a week Matthew 
has taken the initiative to attend Supervisor Academy, Leadership Confer-
ence, a year-long Fire Chief Leadership in Risk Management Forum, Arson 
Investigation Programs and is currently enrolled in a degree program.  

As a strong believer in succession planning and leadership building I 
can tell you Deputy Chief Conley has knowledge of every aspect of the fire 
department’s operation.  He is aware of everything that goes on and is in 
the best position to take over as Fire Chief without hesitation or a learning 
curve.  

I ask the Amherst Board of Selectmen to take into consideration the tur-
moil and uncertainty Amherst Fire Department has endured over the past 
ten years.  The next Chief will be the fourth Chief to serve the department 
in ten years.  Deputy Chief Conley having nine years full time has held this 
department together each time.  He has been the one constant and the 
voice of reason that has kept the members together and moving forward. 
This department needs stability to sustain its current state of record mem-
bership and high morale.  Going outside the department for a Chief it not 
only unnecessary but will create uncertainty that is likely to be detrimen-
tal to the department.  I strongly encourage you to forgo the recruitment 
and hiring process, as you have historically done with the last three Police 
Chiefs, promote from within and appoint Deputy Chief Matthew Conley to 
the position of Amherst Fire Chief.

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mark R Boynton  
Amherst

Scott Brown Supports the Second 
Amendment
To the editor:

Last night, I had the opportunity to talk with Scott Brown after his short 
speech to the Nashua Republican party at the Crown Plaza.   Scott Brown 
got hot under the collar, the type of hot you cannot get by acting, when 
asked what accusations bothers him most from his competitors in the Sen-
ate race.   He barked…The second amendment!!!   He is truly upset since 
he has lived by the gun by being in the military for thirty five years. Scott 
explained that the initial report of his supporting a ban on “assault weap-
ons” left out the second half of his statement which included the reference 
to the central issue of the mentally ill gaining possession of weapons. As 
we all know now the shooter Sandy Hook used four hand guns to com-
mit his crime, not an ”assault rifle,” and the common theme in almost all 
the mass shootings is that the shooter is suffering from mental illness, and 
should not possess a gun by anyone’s thinking.   Scott supports the second 
amendment.   As for his being a carpetbagger? The simple fact that he has 
been here or close to here for his whole life belies that charge, certainly in 
comparison to his Democrat opponent, Jeanne Shaheen, who is from St. 
Charles, Missouri.  

David McConville 
Amherst


