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Town NewsBulletin Board
Amherst Observes Memorial Day, Friday, May 30th

The Amherst Memorial Day Committee invites you to participate  In our Amherst 
Memorial Day Sunset Village Parade and Observance.

Always held on the last Friday, May 30th
Dignitaries will assemble at 5:30pm on Middle Street  between the 2 large 

commons
6:00pm STEP OFF    7:00PM Post Parade Ceremonies
The Duval / Riccitelli Youth Citizen Award & the Bruce Tarpley Award will be pre-

sented

Amherst Troop 22
YARD SALE

Saturday, June 7th, 7:30 am-1:30 pm
Meetingplace Plaza, 199 Route 101, Amherst, NH
 Donated items accepted at Meetingplace Plaza:
DROP-OFF: Friday, June 6th 3 pm-8 pm 
 ITEMS TO PLEASE AVOID:  NO: large appliances/tires/mattresses/bedding/large 

TV’s/child car seats/ air conditioners/microwaves/old computers/computer moni-
tors.

The proceeds from this annual fund raiser are used to purchase the equipment 
and supplies needed to sponsor activities for the boys to advance through the 
scouting ranks.

TOWN OF AMHERST
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Amherst Supervisors of the Checklist will be in session at the Town Clerk’s 
Office at the Amherst Town Hall on Tuesday, June 3, 2014, between 6:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. This will be the last day for voters already registered to change or de-
clare party affiliation before the September 9, 2014 State Primary Election. 

New voter registrations and additions/corrections to the checklist may be made 
on June 3 as well.  New voters who register subsequent to this date may declare a 
party when they register.  If unsure of your current party affiliation, check online at: 
http://cfs.sos.nh.gov/app/Public/PartyInfo.aspx

Free Seminar on College Admissions on May 28th
Local area parents are invited to attend a free seminar on college admissions in 

Bedford.  The seminar will be held on Wednesday, May 28 at 7 PM at the Bedford 
Town Hall. Joan Buchanan of Bedford College Consulting LLC will once again pres-
ent “College Admissions: What You Should Know and Why.” A wide range of topics 
will be covered including SAT and ACT testing, the college essay, and finding the 
right fit college.  For more information and to register, visit www.BedfordRecOnline.
com or call the Bedford Parks & Recreation Department at 472-5242. 

Nashaway Chapter of the NH Audubon Society

Upcoming Events
Nature Walks, Ponemah Bog, Amherst  

Join these 1 ½ -2 hour walks. Children welcome. All walks begin at the parking 
area off Rhodora Drive, off of Sterns Road in Amherst. 

Saturday, May 17, 9 – 10:30am. Plant Adaptations. 
Saturday, May 24, 8 – 9:30am. Bird Migration
For more information, contact Jack Gleason at 673-3177 or westonpond10@

gmail.com.
May Program

On Wed, May 21 at 7pm, the Nashaway Chapter will present professional nature 
photographer “Moose Man” Rick Libbey. Rick will share his breathtaking images of 
iconic New England wildlife that includes moose, loons, and snowy owls. Preview 
Rick’s work at www.facebook.com/moosemanphotos. This free talk is open to the 
public and takes place in the Downstairs Theater Room of the Nashua Public Li-
brary. Registration is not necessary. For more information, contact Richard Maloon 
424-5621 or richard.maloon@att.net.

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both in-

formational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book 
Group, Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early De-
cember the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which 
is optional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership 
annual fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events 
visit www.nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreci-
ated, but not necessary. 

Historic Amherst

Carding Machines at Milford Owned by  
Amherst-Born Thomas Means

Early Industry: Amherst’s Contribution to New England Textile Industry – Part One

Continued on page 6  u

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

One of the industries of the early 19th cen-
tury – about 1810 to 1830 – in Amherst Vil-
lage was the manufacture of cards for combing 
wool and cotton fibers to make them parallel 
and to remove undesirable short fibers, there-
by producing a continuous web called a sliver 
that was even in texture, in form of a roll for 
spinning or batt for making hats. Carding is a 
manual or mechanical process that disentan-
gles and aligns fibers by means of intermesh-
ing wire teeth on cards that move in opposite 
directions or at different speeds. Although the 
only known samples produced in Amherst are 
several pairs of hand cards in the Chapel mu-
seum of the Historical Society of Amherst, 
N.H., which would have been used by women 
at home and are similar to the tools still used 
by textile artisans today, the focus of Am-
herst’s card-makers was on “machine cards” 
used in “carding machines.” So before telling 
you about the card-makers, here is some back-
ground on carding machines – and the story 
of an Amherst native who moved to neighbor-
ing Milford where he was a co-proprietor of a 
carding business.

It was 1788 when John Sprague in Phil-
adelphia announced as “American Manu-
factures” that he made “all kinds of carding 
and spinning machines for wool and cotton, 
to be worked either by water, horse, hand or 
steam.” He would accept orders from any part 
of the continent for carding machines for cot-
ton that would card 150 lbs per day and spin-
ning machines from 30 to 100 spindles that a 
girl of 15 years old may work with ease, and 
similar wool machines. (Pennsylvania Pack-
et,  31 March 1788.) He was supported by the 
manufacturing society of that town who that 
month had obtained one machine that card-
ed 40 lbs of cotton per day and another that 
spun 50 threads at a time, and began selling 
corduroys, federal rib, and cotton made by 
these machines. At the end of that year, the 
General Assembly of Penna awarded the “art-
ist” (not the inventor but the introducer) with 
“100 pounds (besides a very generous price)” 
for constructing a hand machine for carding 
cotton [and] wool, and another for spinning 
cotton yarn. Meanwhile, “not less attentive 
to the advancement of sciences and manufac-

tures are the citizens of the northern States, 
than their brethren of the southern, although 
the former do not take so much pains to let the 
world know of it” (as the Massachusetts Cen-
tinel of Boston put it, 19 April 1788), at Bever-
ly, Mass., a successful experiment was made 
with a complete set of machines for carding 
and spinning cotton, 60 threads at a time spun 
by the jenny and 40 lbs of cotton well carded. 
Their warping machine and other machinery, 
in part powered by water, were complete. This 
was the full-blown 3-story textile factory vis-
ited by the President, shortly after he set out 
from Portsmouth in Nov. 1789, en route on his 
return to the seat of Government. (Reported 
in United States Chronicle of Providence, R.I., 
12 Nov. 1789.)
Wool Carding Machines Serve Farmers’ 
Wives

Here in New England farm country, at the 
turn of the 18th to 19th century, carding ma-
chines sprang up in numerous towns. By 1810 
(census, reported in Farmers’ Cabinet, 19 Feb. 
1811), in Hillsborough County of N.H. alone, 
there were 35 carding machines going by wa-
ter, which carded 158,000 pounds of wool 
yearly. These were machines to which farm-
ers could bring their sheep’s wool to be pro-
cessed, much the same way that grist mills 
would process farmers’ grain for home use. 
Mechanizing this step ultimately resulted in 
finer cloth and also saved the housewife and/

or her children a tremendous amount of time 
but she/they still had to do some work on the 
wool before (picking, and sometimes also oil-
ing or greasing using one pound of grease to 
nine pounds of wool) and after (spinning and 
weaving). An 1810 report on Household Man-
ufactures in New Hampshire (Sun, Pittsfield, 
Mass., 30 May) said, “Every farmer’s house is 
provided with one or more spinning wheels, 
according to the number of females. Every 
second house, at least, has a loom for weaving 
linen, cotton and coarse woolen cloths, which 
is almost wholly done by women. Manufac-
tures of these kinds amount probably, on av-
erage per family, to from 100 to 600 yards in 
a year.”

In May 1799, a carding machine was ready 
for business, in connection with existing 
mills, in Boscawen (The Mirrour, Concord, 
N.H.); in June 1799, the advantage of a new 
carding machine in Exeter was touted as be-
ing that “it breaks the wool in a thorough 
manner, and renders it pliable and easy to be 
wrought into hats, or spun into yarn” (Oracle 
of the Day, Portsmouth). Close to Amherst, 
a carding machine appeared in Milford in 
Aug. 1803; in Merrimack in July 1804, erect-
ed by two clothiers named Hay at their full-
ing mill; and in Francestown and New Bos-
ton in 1805. The fee, in 1803 in Ipswich and 
Worcester, Mass., was 10 cents per pound 
for breaking and carding (the customer hav-
ing already greased the wool, or supplying the 
grease or oil) and 4 cents per pound to turn 
it into hat wool, although at that time in the 
other Amherst (Mass.), the fee was a pen-
ny more to produce hatter’s batts. In 1804, in 
Dorchester, Westfield and Chester, Mass., the 
fee was only 8 cents per pound to card wool of 
one color into rolls, whereas in Stockbridge, it 
was 10 cents for carding alone but 12.5 cents 
per pound for picking, oiling and carding. In 
1806, in Boscawen, the fee was 7 cents paid 
down or 8 cents on credit; by 1811, a subse-
quent proprietor there, one Richard Kimball, 
charged only 5 cents for payment in cash but 
6 cents “to book it.” His advertisement (N. H. 
Patriot, Concord) offered some helpful hints 
in verse: “Ladies, to good advice attend, / And 
hear the counsel of a friend: / Faithful grease 

Pair of early 19th-century hand cards from 
collection of Historical Society of Amherst, 
N.H., with inscribed (or stamped) label: 
“HOLMES & WHITE/ COTTON No. 8 / AM-
HERST, N. H.”

Amherst Fire Chief Off to Townsend MA to Lead Fire and EMS
Amherst Lions Club 

2014 Amherst Citizen of the Year 
Nomination Form 

 
The Amherst Lions Club invites nominations for the 39th Amherst 
Citizen of the Year. The award will be presented at the Fourth of 
July celebration on the Common following the parade. All citizens 
of Amherst are invited to submit nominations for the individual(s) 
who best manifest good citizenship through volunteerism, 
participation, concern and actions to help make Amherst the great 
community that it is today. 
Past Citizen of the Year honorees include: 1975 Roy E. Maston; 1976 Elizabeth 
Arnold; 1977 Barbara H. Landry; 1978 Robert Crouter; 1979 Dorothy Davis; 
1980 Richard Crocker; 1981 Ann and Peter Bergin; 1982 Louise Ainsworth 
Marley; 1983 Marshall D. Strickland; 1984 Marion and Harding Sortevik; 1985 
F. Tenney Clough; 1986 Louis Heaton; 1987 Elliot and Jean Lyon; 1988 Arnie 
Wight; 1989 Thomas Grella; 1990 Jean Pituck; 1991 Peg Jones; 1992 Jean 
Butler; 1993 Ann C. Bergin; 1994 Elizabeth (Pixie) Lown; 1995 Buck 
Buchanan; 1996 Dave Hanlon; 1997 Doug Kirkwood; 1998 Janet Woodbury; 
1999 Bonnie and Harold Struss; 2000 Bob Schaumann; 2001 Helen Burns; 2002 
Donald Young; 2003 Marie Grella; 2004 Charlie Duval; 2005 Bruce Beckley; 
2006 Lee Slocum; 2007 Bill Wichman; 2008 Nancy Johnson Head; 2009 Vern 
and Christina Trudo; 2010 Carolyn Quinn; 2011 Charlie Vars; 2012 May 
Balsama; 2013 Tom Partridge; 
 

Nomination for Amherst Citizen of the Year – 2014 
 
Nominee:          
Address:          
Qualifications: (Attachments encouraged) 
          

          

          
 
          

          

Additional Comments:        

          

          
 
Signature        
 
Please mail this form to: Amherst Lions Club 
 PO Box 1105 
 Amherst, NH 03031 
 
No later than June 20, 2014 

AMHERST – Selectmen in 
Townsend MA and Amherst Fire 
Chief Mark Boynton have reached 
agreement on the terms of Boyn-
ton’s employment and have execut-
ed a contract. 

Boynton, in a letter to the town 
administrator, indicated he is re-
tiring from the fire service in the 
state of New Hampshire.  Boynton 
arrived in Amherst four years ago 
from the Keene Fire Department 
where, over the course of twenty 
plus years, he rose from firefighter 
to the rank of Deputy Chief. 

“When I arrived in Amherst, we 
set goals for the department, most 
of which have been accomplished. 
The first priority we focused on was 
the safety equipment and staff,” said 
Boynton. “I want to make sure they 
were properly protected when re-
sponding to calls,” continued Boyn-
ton. He made the Board of Select-
men aware of the deficiencies, and 
some new equipment was immedi-
ately purchased. Boynton’s replace-
ment plan for the safety equipment 
was agreed to by the Board of Se-
lectmen, then put into effect. 

Boynton acknowledged, “The 
ranks of the on-call staff had dwin-
dled to about thirty when I arrived; 
a dangerously low number. So Dep-
uty Chief Conley, the senior officers, 
and I began an aggressive recruit-
ment campaign.” Today the number 
of on-call staff has increased 65% 
and reached a high of 50 members.  

Another accomplishment new 
to Amherst is the unprecedented 
amount of grant monies that have 
come into the town. In four years 
over $500,000 in combined state 
and federal grants has come to Am-
herst.  These funds have been used 
to upgrade the emergency commu-
nication system, install emergency 
backup generators, and purchase a 
message board benefiting not only 
fire but police, EMS, and DPW as 
well.

Boynton was instrumental in the 
establishment of the Souhegan Co-
operative Communication Network 
involving the towns of Amherst, 
Bedford, Derry, Milford, Merri-
mack, and Hudson.  Through grant 
funds, a regional communication 
network has been built enhancing 
communication for Amherst and 

the region.
Amherst Board of Selectmen, 

Chairman Dwight Brew said, “Chief 
Boynton has been very progressive 
in his view of how fire protection 
should be delivered in town, and it 
is always important to be looking 
ahead to future needs.” Brew con-
tinued, “I won’t be saying this for 
the first time; we are all grateful for 
Mark’s aggressive pursuit of grant 
monies. His efforts have saved the 
taxpayers of Amherst a lot of dol-
lars. We all wish him well in his new 
position.” 

Under Boynton’s command, Am-
herst became the first fire depart-
ment in the nation to utilize mo-
bile technology in fire apparatus 
using iPads.  At no cost to the tax-
payers, through a partnership with 
Zco Corporation to BETA test this 
new product and generous dona-
tions from Amherst Wal-Mart, fire-
fighters have access to real-time 
data while responding to calls on 
iPads or smart phones. Using this 
mobile technology, developed right 
here in New Hampshire, Amherst 
and Bedford Fire Departments are 
also the first in the nation to share 

this real-time information further 
enhancing emergency response in 
times of mutual aid.

Chief Boynton will assume the 
duties of Chief of Fire and EMS in 
Townsend Massachusetts; a New 
Hampshire border community with 
a population of approximately 9,000 
residents. Townsend operates a hy-
brid department of both on-call and 
full time staff. His last day in Am-
herst will be May 13, 2014, and will 
start in Townsend a few days later.

“Amherst is a special place. My 
wife Cindy and I plan to stay in 
town. Our daughter has really blos-
somed here, and we want to remain 
part of this community,” said Boyn-
ton. “I would be remiss if I did not 
publicly thank the brave and dedi-
cated men and women of the Am-
herst Fire Department. They do 
so much for the town, for so little. 
Rarely do you see people putting it 
all on the line for the satisfaction of 
giving back to a community they 
love. My life has been enriched by 
the friendships I have made in this 
department.”

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

It’s Spring!
Call me this spring to schedule 

those home maintenance chores you 
need to do. Grab your clubs!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

One-on-One Instruction 
— or — 

Group Classes in 
Your Home

Kripalu 500 hour Certified 
Instructor, M.Ed. 

Please Check Out My Website:
www.breathedeepyoga.net

508 783-9787

Yoga for beginners and advanced 


