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by Julie Kellndorfer

Senior Project time at Souhegan 
traditionally guarantees presenta-
tions, events, and fundraisers for 
the community—but a planting? As 
the temperature creeps above forty 
degrees Fahrenheit, spring planting 
begins with an addition to the land-
scape as part of my Senior Project. 
After thoughtful planning and re-
search, a white lilac tree has been 
planted close to the senior parking 
lot.

Each Senior Project is framed by 
an Essential Question to guide stu-
dents in their independent explora-
tion of a topic of their interest. My 
passion for the environment led me 
to my Essential Question: “Why is 
reforestation a promising solution 
for growing environmental con-
cerns?” My research helped me in-
vestigate both sides of my topic: why 
is deforestation harmful, and why 
is reforestation helpful? Deforesta-
tion, or the clearing of trees, causes 
a number of dangerous side-effects, 
including soil erosion, loss of nutri-
ents, and poor drainage. However, 
reforestation, or planting trees in 
an area depleted of trees, helps hold 
soil together and retains more wa-
ter and nutrients. 

As New Englanders, we see the 
vibrant leaves in autumn, or feel 
the allergies taking hold in spring, 
and it is difficult to feel the effects 
of deforestation. After all, humans 
are visual beings, and in Amherst, 
NH we do not see swaths of forest 
being cut down each day. However 
as global citizens we are responsi-
ble for educating ourselves and oth-
ers on how these issues damage ar-
eas around the world. The Amazon 
rainforest has lost about seventeen 
percent of its forest cover within 
the last fifty years, according to the 
World Wildlife Foundation. Fur-
thermore, seventy percent of Ken-
ya’s mangrove forests, essential for 
river filtration and erosion preven-
tion, have been destroyed, reports 
the United Nations Environmental 
Program. This depletion has caused 
a significant decrease in forests’ bio-
diversity, which will continue to be 
detrimental to these habitats’ struc-
ture and food web in the future. As 
deforestation spreads, the plants 
and animals that depend on trees 
to survive are at a loss, humans in-
cluded.

Reforestation can turn this alarm-
ing trend around. More and more 
people are being educated on the 
detrimental effects of deforestation, 
and on how to incorporate refor-
estation into their lives. One refor-
estation technique is agroforestry, 
the practice of incorporating trees 
into rows of crops for better soil 
suspension and irrigation. Farmers 
who previously cut down trees in 
order to make room for farmland 
are now learning and applying these 
techniques, according to the USDA. 
Grassroots projects like the Green 
Belt Movement (GBM) work with 
communities to educate citizens 
on the importance of trees before 
they plant them. Citizens are now 
getting involved with projects such 
as the One Million Trees project in 
New York City to help support the 

reforestation cause in urban areas. 
As the founder of the GBM, Wan-
gari Maathai, once said, “Educated 
people are in a position to under-
stand what is being lost.” 

In rural New Hampshire, where 
there is a lack of urgency for refor-
estation, my challenge is wanting to 
educate students on an issue that is 
relevant on a subtler scale. I decid-
ed to plant a tree on campus, not 
only to serve as a physical reminder 
of what I have learned, but to evoke 
a sense of community. Even if we 
cannot relate to miles of trees be-
ing cut down every minute, we cer-
tainly can relate to the joy in learn-
ing from others, in planting new 
life on a barren plot. In cooperation 
with the Souhegan maintenance 
department, I determined a suit-
able place to plant a tree, as well as 
an appropriate tree species. Follow-
ing the common planting philoso-
phy of “Right Plant - Right Place,” I 
checked the conditions of my plant-
ing area before deciding on a tree. 
The land bordering the sidewalk of 
the first row to senior parking is 
in full sun, and has well-drained, 
sandy soil. The Japanese lilac tree 
thrives in these conditions, and will 
liven up the drab parking lot. Bed-
ford Fields in Amherst and Bedford 
collaborated with me to purchase 
the appropriate materials and tree. 
My work with Bedford Fields has 
reminded me that local businesses 
are essential to creating an atmo-
sphere where citizens are inspired 
to better themselves and their envi-
ronment.

Though my Senior Project 
prompted this planting, I hope that 

the tree’s continued presence will 
call attention to issues a commu-
nity can impact, if individuals take 
the time to learn about them. Even 
if it seems silly to plant a tree in for-
est-filled New Hampshire, I want 
current and future students to un-
derstand why global issues are im-
portant, and how they personal-
ly affect communities around the 
world. 

I hope that my Senior Project has 
planted the passion of reforestation 
in you! For further information on 

this topic, please attend my Senior 
Project Presentation, which will 
take place on Friday, May 16th, at 
7:40am. 

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

REGISTER NOW!
603.669.4524 • admission@derryfield.org

www.derryfield.org/passion

The Derryfield School is a coed, independent,
college-preparatory day school in Manchester,
NH, for students in grades 6 through 12.

Evening Admission Information Sessions 
May 13, June 19 • 6:00-7:30 p.m.

These informal sessions, offered several times during 
the year, allow families to learn more about Derryfield.

Derryfield students have a passion 
for learning—and colleges know it.

• Over 100 colleges visiting campus each fall
• One-on-One Personalized College Counseling
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Trumpeter/Vocalist Christine Fawson Comes 
to Souhegan High School for Jazz Night #3

Schools Music at Souhegan:
Wednesday, May 14

7pm Spring Concert with the Choir, Concert Band, Handbell 
Choir, Acapella Singers and small instrumental chamber groups 

Public is invited; free admission
Friday, May 16

7pm  Jazz Night featuring Christine Fawson Quartet, Stagecoach 
Women’s Chorus, MCMS Jazz Combo and jazz ensembles from 
Souhegan HS & Woodbury MS.

Public is invited; admission $10 adults, $8 students

Senior Project Grows Beyond Senior Year

Amherst Town Library

Kristi “Krickey” Parker and Barbara “Cracker Jacks” Foristall  
promote free clown school classes offered by Granite State Clowns 
at the Amherst PTA Fair.

Free Clown Classes Offered
 The Granite State Clowns will be offering free clown school classes at the Am-

herst Town Library.  Students will learn about costuming & make-up, comic move-
ment, balloon twisting, silly magic, skits, and more! Classes will be taught by award 
winning, professional clowns.  Participants will be invited to march in the Amherst 
Fourth of July Parade.

Classes will be held May 22, 29, June 5, 12, 19, 26 from 6:00-8:30.  EVERY-
ONE is welcome!  (Children ages 8-12 must be accompanied by an adult.) Class 
size is limited to 10 students.

For more information or to register, please contact Kristi Parker at krickeythe-
clown@comcast.net.

AMHERST – The Souhegan 
High School Music Department 
will host the third Jazz Night of the 
year on Friday May 16 at 7:00pm. 
This year marks the 12th anniver-
sary of the Jazz Night series of con-
certs hosted at SHS. For our third 
show of the season, we are proud to 
welcome jazz trumpeter and vocal-
ist Christine Fawson and her Trio to 
SHS.

Christine Fawson is a trumpet 
player and vocalist. Her debut CD 
Happy Talk, featuring the arrange-
ments of Phil Wilson received great 
reviews in Down Beat, Cadence 
Magazine and Singer Magazine. 
Since 2002, Christine has been a 
member of the vocal jazz group, 
Syncopation. The group has re-
corded three CDs; A New Dance, 
Of Blue and Wonderful You which 
have been widely successful both in 
the United States and Japan. Syn-
copation has been featured at fes-
tivals throughout the United States 
and Japan. The group was featured 
with the Boston Pops Orchestra at 
the 2009 4th of July Celebration in 
Boston. Christine played trumpet 
with the DIVA Jazz Orchestra from 
2004-2007. She performed with the 
band at such venues as Carnegie 
Hall, the Apollo Theater, and Lin-
coln Center in New York City; and 
with artists such as Anne Hamp-
ton Callaway, John Pizzarelli, Mau-
rice Hines, Johnny Mandel and the 
New York Pops. She has played and 
sang with DIVA in concerts and fes-
tivals in Europe and throughout the 
United States. Christine has been a 
solo artist at festivals and concerts 
around the world including, Dar-
ling Harbour Jazz Festival, in Syd-
ney, Australia, World Music Fes-
tival in Hong Kong, Hanover Jazz 
Festival in Germany, and the Wom-
en in Jazz Festival in Lucca, Italy. In 

2009, she was featured in the Mexi-
can premier of Gil Evans’ Porgy and 
Bess with the Guadalajara Jazz Or-
chestra.

Christine is an active freelancer 
in the New England area, where she 
plays in brass quintets, R&B bands 
and jazz ensembles. Christine is 
a member of the brass faculty at 
Berklee College of Music.

 The Christine Fawson Quartet 
will be joined by jazz ensembles 
from Souhegan HS, Woodbury MS, 
The Stage Coach Women’s Chorus 
and another special guest. General 
Admission at the door is $10.00 for 
adults and $8.00 for students. Doors 
will open at 6:30pm. For more in-
formation on Christine Fawson, 
go to www.christinefawson.net . 
For event information, please con-
tact Carl Benevides at cbenevides@
sprise.com.   

Jazz trumpeter and vocalist Christine 
Fawson and her Trio perform at SHS 
Jazz Night, 7:00pm, Friday, May 16.

Clark-Wilkins School

3rd Grade Students Pay Tribute to Moms With Poetry

Students served their mothers cake 
and punch.

Emily Berry serves her mother cake.

Students in Alice Paquette’s third grade class completed a poetry unit by writing poems about their mothers.  
They read their poetry at a Mother’s Day event.

Bookworm Book Club at Wilkins Elementary School

Kati Tiso, from Troop 20061, recently completed her 
Bronze Award.  The Bronze Award is the highest honor 
a Junior Girl Scout can earn.  Kati, a 5th grader at Am-
herst Middle School, started a book club for 4th grade 
students at Wilkins Elementary School with the help of 
her advisor, Eric Kidder, a 4th grade teacher at Wilkins.  
This book club, called the Bookworm Book Club, ran 

from January through April of this year.  The students 
read a chapter book during this time, as well as a collec-
tion of short stories.  During the after-school meetings, 
book club members would discuss what they read, do a 
craft and enjoy a delicious snack.  Kati will be receiving 
her official Bronze Award during the bridging ceremo-
ny on May 28th.


