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u Ostrowski and Facey Named US Presidential Semi-Finalists   continued from page 1

Jordan Billingsley celebrates his finish at Souhegan Ethics Forum’s first-ev-
er Color Craze to support the Hope for Gus Foundation Sunday, May 4th.  
The 5K run/walk, which began with a Zumba warm-up, was a very festive 
and colorful event that drew over 100 runners. Haley Aiken, as her senior 
project, organized the Color Craze element of this annual fundraiser with 
assistance from her mentor, Bernie D’Amours. Souhegan teacher and 
Gus’s father, Steve Dreher, shared with students that he and wife Tonya 
started the foundation to give hope to families whose sons have Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy, the number one genetic killer of children in the world. 
Dreher says, “The goal is to find a cure so that Gus and the thousands of 
wonderful, intelligent, energetic, trusting, and loving boys who, like him, 
have been diagnosed with this awful disease, are able to fulfill their poten-
tial in this world and do great things.”

ter, and involvement in community 
and school activities.

Indeed, Ostrowski’s and Facey’s 
accomplishments over their high 
school careers are impressive. Both 
have the course transcripts of true 
Renaissance figures. Ostrowski’s 
courses include everything from 
AP English Literature and Ethics 
Seminar to AP Statistics and AP 
Calculus, to Advanced Physics In-
dependent Study in Electricity and 
Magnetism, Advanced Engineering 
and AP Chemistry. Facey’s likewise 
include AP Calculus BC, AP Sta-
tistics, AP Chemistry and the Ad-
vanced Physics Independent Study 
in Electricity and Magnetism, AP 
English, as well as Jazz Ensemble, 
Concert Band and Latin 4. 

This well-rounded education is 
a hallmark of a rich and rigorous 
high school experience, but what 
truly distinguishes Ostrowski and 
Facey is not just the level to which 
they excel, but the combination of 
academic excellence, leadership and 
civic involvement. Both Ostrowski 
and Facey have pursued with pas-
sion and commitment a wide range 
of activities outside the classroom.

Jack Facey’s pursuits include not 
only joining Souhegan’s Math Team 
as a freshman, but being one of the 
few to have competed as a fresh-

man. In his role as captain the past 
two years, team Advisor, Lee Gast 
says, “Jack has an uncanny ability 
to help me set up the right team for 
each meet. Out of 35 members, Jack 
is really strong at identifying the 
10 who should compete in a given 
meet.”  Gast says that “there’s a very 
long list of contributions that Jack 
makes to the team, the biggest be-
ing the combination of enthusiasm 
and ability. While a lot of the team 
is collaborative, Jack is incredibly ef-
ficient at guiding the team to a solu-
tion.”  It seems Facey’s leadership 
has also contributed to the team’s 
two consecutive championship ti-
tles.  He plans on pursuing a major 
in applied mathematics with a focus 
on physics.

Facey’s leadership extends from 
mathematics to music, athletics 
and even philosophy. Facey was a 
core group leader for the Ethics Fo-
rum’s HYPE (Hosting Young Phi-
losophy Enthusiasts) program that 
drew over 500 students from across 
the state to its student-run confer-
ence. He has also received numer-
ous honors for his musical talents. 
He was a member of New Hamp-
shire’s All-State Honors Jazz band, 
All-New England Jazz, and All-New 
England Concert Band, is a mem-
ber of the Manchester Communi-

ty Music School Jazz Ensemble, and 
plays in the SHS Orchestra.  He is 
an accomplished three-season ath-
lete in soccer, indoor, and outdoor 
track.  Facey’s community involve-
ment builds on his love of soccer. As 
a youth soccer coach for the past six 
years, Facey has volunteered count-
less hours to both local youth and 
soccer programs for low-income 
youth in neighboring cities.  

Ostrowski’s commitment to her 
school and community are like-
wise impressive. She also was a core 
group leader for HYPE. Ethics Fo-
rum adviser and faculty member, 
Chris Brooks, notes Ostrowski’s 
skillful leadership.  “As treasurer, 
Lauren was in charge of all Ethics 
Forum accounts, a really import-
ant job, as she not only kept track 
of finance statements, billing pay-
ments, budget requests and grants 
management, but along with oth-
ers on the leadership team, helped 
to negotiate and arrange the HYPE 
Conference. She will be missed!” 
Furthermore, she is the president of 
Souhegan’s Teen Job Bank. Seeing a 
need to connect young people with 
potential employers, Ostrowski has 
worked on everything from inter-
viewing potential new employers 
to marketing to website design. Os-
trowski is even squeaking in – just 

before graduation – establishment 
of a Teen Job Bank annual scholar-
ship fund. 

Of course, what would high 
school be without holding down 
a part-time job at a local grocery 
store and participating in two var-
sity sports – soccer and Nordic ski-
ing, one of which (Nordic) she was 
captain? Ostrowski credits her par-
ents with inspiring her to be “a good 
student with future aspirations.” In 
fact, her aspirations are soon to be 
a reality; she plans on pursuing a 
double major in applied mathemat-
ics and biology to prepare her for a 
career in neuroscience. “No matter 
what field I go into, I want to make 
sure that whatever I end up doing in 
the science field has an impact on 
people.”

Principal, Rob Scully expresses 
deep respect for the magnitude of 
the contributions and the breadth 
of pursuits of both Facey and Os-
trowski. “What is even more im-
pressive than their highly laud-
able track record of achievements, 
if even conceivable, is the humility 
with which they conduct their lives. 
Certainly, the respect they com-
mand from peers and faculty alike 
is testament to their strong charac-
ter.”

Nashua Catholic’s Tribute to Rube 
Goldberg Science Fair

Annual Evening With Hope, a  
Benefit for “Cure With Hope” 

Internet Strengthens Journalism

From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

Dear Parents, Students 
and Community members 
of SAU #39:

After three years of research and 
discussion about moving to an ‘hours’ 
based calendar for all of our schools 
in SAU #39, our 2014-15 school calen-
dar has been approved and is based on 
hours rather than days. The new calen-
dar is on our individual school websites, 
as well as our SAU #39 website (http://
www.sau39.org) To provide clarity and 
understanding relating to our new cal-
endar, we want to share the following information in hopes that 
there will be better understanding of the change. 

Here’s what we would like you to know:

What exactly is an ‘hours based’ calendar?
- the new calendar is based on instructional hours rather than 

number of days
- the length of the school day will be extended by 20 minutes
- the 20 minutes will be allotted to instructional time, not for 

recess, lunch or other  non-instructional purposes

What is the impact on instructional time for students?
- if there are no weather related or other school cancellations, 

students will receive approximately 30 more hours of instruc-
tion in 175 school days than we now have with the current 
calendar of 180 days

- with five days built into the calendar for weather related or 
other unforeseen events, students will receive a minimum of 
170 days of instruction with the same number of instructional 
hours we currently have in the 180 day calendar

Why are we moving to this new calendar?
- to maximize instructional time on a day to day basis
- to minimize the time for students in June and in August when 

the days are warmer
- to diminish the need for adding extra days at the end of the 

school year when days are warmer
- to eliminate the need for adding extra time onto days at the 

end of the year in years when school cancellations have been 
excessive

- to stabilize the school year end dates for planning purposes
Please feel free to call with any questions.

    Sincerely,
    Peter Warburton,   

    Superintendent of Schools

Submitted by SHS senior, 
Ryan Long

Could the internet be killing 
journalism? The answer is no. If 
anything the internet is making 
journalism stronger. The internet’s 
capability of reaching large num-
bers of people at high speeds helps 
journalism in two ways: both the 
production and consumption of 
journalism.

In order to discover if the internet 
is killing journalism, the word jour-
nalism must be defined. According 
the American Press Institute, “Jour-
nalism is the activity of gathering, 
assessing, creating, and presenting 
news and information. It is also the 
product of these activities.” Journal-
ism is a broad term by this defini-
tion. Thus journalism, itself, can 
clearly incorporate the internet as a 
source.

In a quest to demonstrate how the 
internet has changed journalism I 
first looked into the production of 
journalism. Award winning jour-
nalist Joel Engardio explained that 
with the internet today it is much 
“easier to collaborate with col-
leagues.” Engardio also explained 
to me that when making his docu-
mentary, the internet made finding 
and reaching out to people a lot eas-
ier than it otherwise would be. But 
the internet has not only provided 
journalists with the tools to col-
laborate, it has actually even forced 
newsrooms to collaborate more 
with each other. According to Scott 
Reinardy of the University of Ken-
tucky newsrooms have been more 
collaborative. He says, “individual 
workers and their routines must be 
subordinated to the larger organiza-
tion and its goals.” The internet has 
not only made collaboration easier 
and more prevalent for journalists, 
it has also made the consumption of 
journalism more convenient too. 

One of the biggest advantages the 
internet has brought to journalism 
is the convenience it has had for a 
journalist’s audience. It is easier 
than ever for a journalist to reach 
a broader and more diverse audi-
ence than at any other point in his-
tory. The internet has made it eas-
ier for the audience to find what 
they want. For example, if someone 
wants to read an article about Mi-
ley Cyrus, all that person has to do 
is type “Miley Cyrus” into a news 
aggregator. Aggregators are website 
applications or software that feed 
people their news into one easy lo-

cation such as The Huffington Post 
or Google News. A reader will then 
have all the information about Mi-
ley Cyrus anyone could have ever 
wished for.

Not only does the internet make 
accessing news easier, but social 
media has made it more interactive. 
Social media websites such as Face-
book and Twitter have made the 
internet even more useful for peo-
ple to find journalism pieces that 
may interested them. For example, 
a friend can share an article they 
think someone else may like. Face-
book has become a popular place 
to share and receive news. In fact 
the top news source for adults be-
tween the ages of 18 and 29 is, Face-
book. This is according to a poll 
done by USC Annenberg/ Los An-
geles Times. Furthermore for the 
2012 presidential primary elections 
20% of people got their information 
from Facebook according to a Pew 
Research Center survey in February 
2012. 

One may argue, though, that by 
sharing the news through social 
media, the internet is shaping what 
news people see, possibly limiting 
their perspective and feeding into 
their bias. But even though social 
media might play to biases, it also 
allows people to voice opposing 
opinions more easily. It also allows 
people to explore issues more in 
depth because there is such a vast 
amount of information on the in-
ternet that is being shared through 
digital social networks.

Social media sites like Facebook 
have even has helped the econom-
ic side of journalism. Social media 
helps companies make more mon-
ey through the internet, especial-
ly Facebook. The Huffington Post, 
an online periodical acknowledges 
Facebook creates a significant por-
tion of its traffic and revenue, ac-
cording to UC Berkeley. Print peri-
odicals, too, have been supported. 
The Los Angeles Times reports that 
their online and print staff can both 
be completely supported by the in-
come they pull in purely from their 
online advertisements. The internet 
is supporting all kinds of journalism 
and not just the purely digital form.

The internet compliments jour-
nalism perfectly. It helps spread the 
news better than ever. People from 
all over the world conveniently ben-
efit from the work of journalists, 
strengthening our journalism, our 
democracy, and our freedom.

NASHUA – Fish were being 
caught, photos were being taken, 
pancakes were being grilled, bread 
was being sliced, and guitars were 
being strum during Nashua Cath-
olic’s annual eighth grade science 
fair -- but not by the students, but 
rather by the machines that they 
had invented.  Over 110  different  
machines, inspired by cartoonist 
Rube Goldberg, were on display in 
the school’s auditorium that could 
complete various tasks in a mini-
mum of four steps using such sim-
ple machines as a pulley, wedge, le-
ver, screw, and wheel from things 
that they found around their house, 
in their garage, and even in their 
garbage.

“It was fun making my Rube 
Goldberg machine.” said Grace 
Camacho, of Amherst, who made 
a machine to water a flower.  “I 
learned that it’s a lot harder than it 
looks.  I used four machines in eight 
steps and worked on my pulley over 
and over again to make it work.”

Goldberg, an American cartoon-
ist was educated as an engineer but 
is best known for a series of popular 
cartoons depicting complex gadgets 
that perform simple tasks in indi-
rect, convoluted ways that usually 
include a chain reaction.  Most stu-
dents remember playing the popu-
lar 1963 board game, Mouse Trap, 
which was based on Rube Gold-

berg’s machines.   Goldberg won a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1948 for his cre-
ative and entertaining cartoons.

 “A lot of work goes into making 
these machines.  The idea is to come 
up with a simple task and make it 
extraordinarily complicated.”  Mrs. 
Susan Paoni, OFS, science teacher 
at Nashua Catholic said.  “It’s not 
as easy as it looks and students dis-
cover after several failed attempts 
which type of machine works best 
to accomplish a particular task.”  

When asked how often her ma-
chine worked successfully.  Grace 
said, “It works every time.”

“Our students have fun with this 
project,” Paoni added.  “This project 
challenges their creativity and helps 
to develop their engineering skills.”

Nashua Catholic Regional Ju-
nior High School affords an out-
standing education based on a sol-
id curriculum that is rooted in the 
Catholic tradition.   Accredited by 
the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges, Nashua Cath-
olic follows diocesan guidelines 
and surpasses the state curriculum 
standards.  Nashua Catholic, a vi-
brant and exciting Christ-centered 
school, exceeds expectations every 
day.   For more information, please 
contact the Admission Office at 
603.882.7011, or you can learn more 
by visiting the school’s website at 
www.ncrjhs.org.

Memorial Ceremony to Honor Martha Wagner
AMHERST – 

There will be a me-
morial ceremony 
held at Clark-Wilkins 
School on Wednes-
day, May 28 at 5 p.m. 
to honor Wilkins 
School teacher Mar-
tha Wagner who 
passed away in Au-
gust of 2012.

A new illuminat-
ed flag pole with a 
small garden erected 
in front of the library 
windows at Wilkins 
School will be ded-
icated in her honor.  
This celebrates Wagner’s  love of 
history, country and community.

Principal Gerry St. Amand re-
cently wrote, “Martha Wagner, a 
teacher with twenty years of teach-
ing experience in the Amherst 
School District at the Clark-Wilkins 
School, passed away August 20, 
2012 after facing a courageous, two 

year battle with 
cancer. Mrs. Wag-
ner served as an 
industrious and 
dedicated special 
education and pri-
mary level teacher 
at both the Clark 
and the Wilkins 
School. We take 
great comfort in 
knowing that her 
talents, knowl-
edge, and zest for 
learning have been 
passed on to doz-
ens of students, 
families, and edu-

cators who worked with and knew 
her.”

The public and her students are 
welcome to join the dedication and 
offer their remembrances.  Robert 
Allwarden joined by her last class 
of students will close the dedication 
with a song.  

Refreshments will be served.

Now enrolling for 2014-2015
Please call 672-3168 today!

Preschool, ages 3-5
Morning or Afternoon extended 

Kindergarten offered from
8:00 a.m. drop off, until 3:00 p.m. 

walk to Clark or pick up
• Social & emotional readiness

• Learning through play
• Family events

• Nonprofit
• Est. 1995New & Used Lawn & Garden Equipment

Plenty in stock! Call or Come on In!
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Amherst teacher of 20 years, 
is remembered

Grace Camacho, of Amherst, made a machine to water a flower.HOLLIS – The 4th Annual Eve-
ning With Hope, a benefit for Cure 
With Hope, will be held Friday, May 
30th, 7-11 pm at Alpine Grove Ban-
quet Facility in Hollis.  There will be 
music, dancing, hors d’oeuvres and 
desserts, raffle prizes, silent auction 
and cash bar.  Cure With Hope is 
also proud to present the magic of 
BJ Hickman performing up-close 
magic at tables and in the crowd.  
Hickman’s audience participation 
magic shows are a popular favorite 
throughout New England.  Recently, 
he returned from performing seven 
nights at the famous Magic Castle 
in Hollywood, and various venues in 
Burbank and Beverly Hills, Califor-
nia.  Tickets for the 4th Annual Eve-
ning With Hope can be purchased 
on the website, curewithhope.org 

or by calling Charlene at 595-1931.  
Cure With Hope was founded by 
19 year old Nashua resident, Re-
becca Tabat, after being diagnosed 
with cancer.  During  her ultimate-
ly fatal struggle, she designed a logo 
and raised money from the sale of 
bracelets and t-shirts to benefit 
children in hospitals.  We continue 
her mission and are pleased to part-
ner with the Child Life Program 
at the Children’s Hospital at Dart-
mouth(CHaD).   Cure With Hope 
has donated more than $75,000 to 
the Child Life Program at CHaD, of 
which $60,000 is earmarked for the 
Pediatric Inpatient Refresh Project, 
a remodeling of the pediatric floor 
to create a centrally located chil-
dren’s play area and a family friend-
ly environment. 

SHS Senior Project

Color Craze 
Event Supports 
“Hope For Gus” 
Foundation

Gus Dreher at 
the event
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