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Amherst is a good-natured place to be.  I’m not 
speaking of you or me, good natured as we may be, 
most of the time anyway.  I’m writing of Nature’s 
nature, the two-legged, four-legged, and no legged 
critters with whom we share the woods, fields 
and wetlands and the plants that are integral with 
those habitats.  We are well natured.

The “Wildlife Action Plan” developed by the NH 
Fish & Game Department identifies and maps lo-
cations of known and potential critical wildlife 
habitat types.  Six different land habitat types are 
mapped in Amherst.  State-wide there are 19 types 
of habitats from the above-timberline summits to 
the tide-washed marshes and islands.  

Amherst is rich in the number of habitat areas 
found here and in the bio-diversity they support.  
Here and in in subsequent columns we plan to de-
scribe some of these different areas and the ACC 
trails that will lead you into them.

For much of Amherst the land cover is designat-
ed as Hemlock-Hardwood-Pine.  This forest type 
is found on nearly all ACC reservations.  A place 
to walk in this habitat is on a loop formed by the 
Hemlock and Bicentennial Trails in Joe English 
Reservation.  As strange as it may seem to us who 
live amidst woods dominated by these three tree 
species, the state designates these woods as “high-
est ranked wildlife habitat” due to the encroach-
ment of subdivisions and commercial areas that 

chew away at the forest-
ed habitat and fragment 
remaining stands.

The Wildlife Action 
Plan contains a wealth of data discussing each of 
the habitat types and the individual species found 
in the area.  You may find the Plan on the F&G 
website www.wildlife.state.nh.us/Wildlife/Wild-
life_Plan. 

Hemlock hardwood pine forest is the most wide-
ly distributed forest type in New Hampshire, cov-
ering nearly 50% of the state’s land area.  Available 
data indicate that approximately 15% of this for-
est type is on permanently protected lands.  This 
forest habitat supports 140 vertebrate species, in-
cluding 15 amphibians, 13 reptiles, 73 birds, and 
39 mammals. 

In Amherst, between ACC-managed lands and 
the New Boston Air Station approximately 18% of 
the town currently is protected from development. 
The NBAS which has been ecologically well man-
aged for decades is considered at risk until Con-
gress determines the base’s fate.  Of the 18% now 
protected, approximately 60% is in hemlock-hard-
wood-pine forest.

This is a good time to visit these areas to see the 
late-spring flowers along the trails and hear little 
peeps and amphibians rejoicing over the new sea-
son.  Amherst is well natured.

Town News

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

Storytimes
All of our traditional Storytimes are 

drop in, we love to see you when you 
are able to attend. Storytimes are held 
the following days and times: 

Toddler Time
Tuesdays at 10:00am | 2 and 3 year olds | 

Caregivers present
The Tuesday story time offers a variety of books, 

songs, finger plays and felt board activities for our 
young preschooler.  Two or three stories geared to the 
younger child will be presented, and every 45-min-
ute session concludes with a simple craft for child and 
caregiver to complete together.

Book Bunch
Thursdays at 10:00am and 1:00pm | 3 to 6 year olds
Our Book Bunch storytime is designed with the lon-

ger attention span of the older child in mind.  These 
action-packed 45 minute programs include a wide va-
riety of books, fingerplays, songs, and conclude with a 
theme-related craft. 

Baby Listeners
Lapsit Storytime | Fridays at 10:30am | birth to 24 

months | Caregivers present
Our “baby” group meets on Friday mornings and of-

fers an opportunity for babies and their caregivers to 
gather for rhymes,songs and puppets. This 30-minute 
program emphasizes traditional rhymes that reinforce 
language patterns and provide for parent/child inter-
action.  A simple book or two intended for this age is 
generally highlighted.

Book Clubs
Junior Book Club (grades 2-4) | for 
parents and kids | 2nd Wednesday of 

each month @ 6:30pm
We talk about the books we read, do 

fun activities - and eat snacks!
The Great Stone Face Club 

(grades 5-6) | 1st Wednesday of 
each month @ 6:30pm

Come read books from a “mas-
ter list” of the newest kids’ fiction. 
You can choose any book you’d like 
from the list—we don’t all read the 
same thing at the same time. Then we 

“score” the books we read on a scale of 
1-10. We meet to talk, talk, talk about 

our books, and to share the scores we’ve 
given. We can be very opinionated! Oh, 

and we snack while we talk! You can read one 
book a month, or read as many as you’d like.

Popcorn Eating Monsters Club (grades 7-8) | 3rd 
Wednesday of each month @ 6:30pm

We do more than just eat popcorn! Members get to-
gether to talk about the latest young adult fiction, host 
parties (“Yay, Hunger Games!”), help out with a few li-
brary chores, and eat snacks! Call Miss Sarah at 673-
2288 or click here to email for more information.

Lego-My-Library (ages 5 and up)
Join us on the 3rd Friday of every month from 

3:00pm-4:00pm
Here’s your chance to come together with other Lego 

aficionados and spend the afternoon building, chat-
ting, and just plain having fun. So come on down to the 
library to build with our huge supply of legos!

Paws for Reading
Come to the Children’s Room to read to Leo and 

Anna on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. 
15-minute appointments run from 3:30pm to 4:30pm.

A therapy-dog program to encourage emerging read-
ers, and/or to help more experienced readers consoli-
date their reading skills. Anna and Leo would love to 
hear you read!  Please note: Registration is required. 
Call 673-2288 or come in to the Children’s Room to 
sign up!

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

It’s About Conservation

The Nature of Amherst
By Bruce B. Beckley
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

AMHERST – The Amherst Town 
Library is offering the four week 
course, “Introduction to Geneal-
ogy and Family History,” during 
the month of June.  This course for 
adults will meet on Tuesday eve-
nings, June 3, 10, 17, and 24, from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the John-
son Meeting Room of the Library.  
Additionally, the instructor, Dr. 
Victor Bennison, will be available 
on Thursday evenings in the library 
for guided research with course 
participants.  The content of the 
course will be connected, but you 
are welcome to attend only those 
classes where the subject area is of 
interest to you.  

The course will cover all the in-
formation a person needs to know 
to get started researching their own 
or someone else’s genealogy or fam-
ily history, including current Inter-
net and DNA technologies.  Classes 
will consist of PowerPoint presen-
tations, live computer demonstra-
tions, and guided personal re-
search.  It is strongly recommended 
that students bring a laptop or iPad, 
though you can profit from the class 
without one.  Wi-Fi access is avail-
able at the Library.  The four parts of 
the class include: Family, Past and 
Present (June 3); Computers and 
Genealogical Software (June 10); 
The Internet: Gold Mines and Boo-
by Traps (June 17); and, DNA: The 
Map of Humanity (June 24). For 
more detailed information on the 
content of each presentation, please 
click on the full calendar descrip-
tion for the specific class date noted 

on the Library’s website or call the 
Library at 673-2288.

Instructor Vick Bennison re-
ceived a BA in mathematics from 
the University of Tulsa, an MA 
from the University of Illinois, Chi-
cago, and an MS and PhD in Com-
puter Science from the University 
of Chicago.  He has taught at the 
University level, but spent almost 
30 years as a software engineer for 
Bell Labs, Digital Equipment Cor-
poration, and Fidelity Investments.  
He is now retired.  He has been ac-
tive in genealogy since the 1970’s. 
In 1994, he published the book The 
Loop Family in America, the 500 
page authoritative work on that 
one family, named Loop, or Lupp, 

or Leupp, originating in Germany 
and coming to the United States in 
the 1700’s.  He now maintains that 
work online, adding new informa-
tion regularly.  If you want to take a 
look at it, go to www.TheLoopFami-
lyInAmerica.org

This four week course for adults 
is free and open to the public. How-
ever, registration is REQUIRED for 
each presentation due to space lim-
itations. You can register for this 
course by calling 673-2288, email-
ing library@amherstlibrary.org, or 
by visiting our website at www.am-
herstlibrary.org  and selecting the 
“Community Services” tab, then 
click on drop down “Sign-Up for 
Programs.”

Introduction to Genealogy and Family  
History: A Four Part Series

Facebook And Twitter: Connect, Learn 
And Grow… While Staying Safe

AMHERST – The Amherst 
Town Library presents, “Facebook 
and Twitter: Connect, Learn and 
Grow…While Staying Safe,” on 
Wednesday, July 9th at 2 p.m. as 
part of the Library’s summer series 
of programs entitled,  New England 
Staycation.  Whether you are a nov-
ice or a veteran user of these plat-
forms, we guarantee that you will 
come away from this afternoon talk 
with new information about their 
amazing connectivity power, as well 
as their pitfalls.  Greg Page, CEO 
and co-founder of Merrimack Anal-
ysis Group, will talk about some of 
the great reasons to use Facebook 
and Twitter to stay in touch with 
family, friends, and groups.  He will 
also point out the potential pitfalls, 
and recommend best practices for 
social media use.  Learn about the 

best and worst Tweets of all time, 
the risks posed by metadata con-
tained in digital images, and find 
out where all those photos you up-
load are actually stored.

Greg holds a B.A. from Stanford, 
a M.Ed. from Harvard, and recent-
ly earned an M.B.A. from the MIT 
Sloan School of Management.  He 
spent a number of years working 
overseas as a military intelligence 
officer.  An Iraq and Afghanistan 
veteran, Greg is now a Captain in 
the United States Army Reserve.  
He is also an Adjunct Computer 
Science Lecturer at Boston Univer-
sity—Metropolitan College.  He re-
sides in Lowell, MA with his wife 
and daughter.

All programs in the summer long 
series for adults are free and open to 
the public. However, registration is 

REQUIRED for each program due 
to space limitations. Other upcom-
ing programs for adults in the New 
England Staycation series include: 
“Wicked Chunky: Surfcasting with 
Julio Silva” on Tuesday, July 15th at 
7 p.m.; “Feasting on a Picnic with 
Chef Liz Barbour,” on Wednesday, 
July 23rd at 6:30 p.m.; “An Evening 
with TV’s Chronicle Reporter Ted 
Reinstein,” on Wednesday, July 30th 
at 7 p.m.; and, “Introduction to Zen 
(a mini-immersion),” on Wednes-
day, August 6th at 6:30 p.m. You 
can register for all these events by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherstlibrary.org  or by visiting 
our website at www.amherstlibrary.
org  and selecting the “Communi-
ty Services” tab, then click on drop 
down “Sign-Up for Programs.”

Amherst Town Library

Free Clown Classes Offered
AMHERST – The Granite 

State Clowns will be offering 
free clown school classes at the 
Amherst Town Library.  Stu-
dents will learn about costum-
ing & make-up, comic move-
ment, balloon twisting, silly 
magic, skits, and more! Class-
es will be taught by award 
winning, professional clowns.  
Participants will be invited to 
march in the Amherst Fourth 
of July Parade.

Classes will be held May 22, 
29, June 5, 12, 19, 26 from 6:00-
8:30.  EVERYONE is welcome!  
(Children ages 8-12 must be 
accompanied by an adult.) 
Class size is limited to 10 stu-
dents.

For more information or to 
register, please contact Kris-
ti Parker at krickeytheclown@
comcast.net. Kristi “Krickey” Parker and Barbara “Cracker Jacks” Foristall promote free clown 

school classes offered by Granite State Clowns at the Amherst PTA Fair.

Your Veterinarians
 in Brookline

Dr. Margaret Monachelli
Dr. Mary Ellen Blake
Dr. François Gauthier

FULL SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
• Preventative & Wellness
• Full Dental, Surgical, & Medical Services
• 24 Hour Care for Our Hospitalized Patients
• Ultrasound, Imaging
• Orthopedic Surgery, and Cardiology49 South Main Street

603-672-7006

SUNDAY, June 8
12:00 - 4:00 pm

To our OPEN HOUSE
Celebrating our 2nd anniversary

www.brooklineanimalhospital.com

Meet the doctors and staff
And discuss your pet’s health

DOOR
PRIZES

50%
off your first visit

Mention this ad when you call

NEW CLIENTS

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Father’s Day
Give Dad a helping hand – mine! 

I’ll get those pesky jobs done so he can 
relax! What could be better?

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Vick Bennison will conduct the four week Genealogy course


