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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

Affordable Care Act Is Not   
Government Run Enough  
To the editor:

In Ms. Herceg’s letter printed in your latest edition she tells us of her 
alarm that our health care system is becoming too socialistic and this will 
somehow be bad for us.  She cites her experience in what sounds like a prof-
it making HMO as evidence for this.

My experience has been quite different.  I have lived in four countries 
and have participated in health insurance coverage from employer paid to 
individual private paid including Cobra as well as completely government 
paid systems. 

I paid a lot of money for individual private insurance when it was my only 
option, especially when Cobra ran out.   I also found it less convenient and 
more restrictive than any of the European systems I experienced. Now as a 
senior citizen I am completely satisfied with Medicare, the insurance poli-
cy I paid into during my 40 year working life.

If there is any problem with the Affordable Care Act it is because it is not 
government run enough.  Insurance companies add cost to the consumer 
in the form of marketing expenses and profits, and they do not benefit the 
consumer by being more efficient.

Graham V. Smith
Amherst

America Already Has The Best 
Medical System In The World  
To the editor:

America already has the best doctors, research and medical system in 
the world!  Sure it is expensive and insurance doesn’t cover everyone.  How-
ever, the Affordable Care Act does only a couple of good things for Ameri-
cans, and overall it is a disaster!

 If the ACA is so good, why don’t the President, Congress and federal em-
ployees use it? This would add many more millions to the ACA insurance 
base.  The answer isn’t because they already have a system.  The answer is 
that their health care system is much better than the ACA.

President Obama promised you can keep your doctor and your insur-
ance policy if you like it.  But of course you can’t always, as the ACA has 
caused the elimination of many policies, effecting millions of Americans.  
And the ACA mandated policies they now have via the state exchanges are 
more expensive, so health costs continue to rise.  So far the ACA is not so 
affordable.

The ACA exchanges are also expensive to set up and run.  The Congres-
sional Budget Office estimates their cost to the taxpayer at over $1 trillion 
for the next 10 years.

 Also, it is incorrect to state that Republicans haven’t offered any health 
care solutions to reduce costs.  For example, they have been trying to push 
tort reform and cross state border insurance plans for years, but democrat-
ic and liberal lawyer congressmen are not interested in this.  

Our own Senator Kelly Ayotte is trying to make changes to improve the 
ACA, such as eliminating the ACA medical device tax.  If we don’t, we’ll 
probably stop all small business medical device innovation.  Also, she is 
trying to restore 10 NH hospitals that were dropped by the ACA from the 
NH exchange.  Will Harry Reid allow these bipartisan ACA improvements 
to go forward?  He and Nancy Pelosi didn’t allow the Republicans any input 
to the ACA.

Finally, many progressive democrats see the ACA as a first step to single 
payer or a national health care system.  I do NOT!  If we reach this goal, 
we’ll succeed in destroying the best medical system in the world.  My fami-
ly and I lived overseas for several years and tried a national health care sys-
tem.  The national health care system we were in was uncaring, rude and 
incompetent.  Fortunately, we had an American insurance plan and could 
afford to see private system doctors.  

Let’s fix or get rid of the ACA.   More government control over our med-
ical system and spending is NOT the answer!  Do we want another govern-
ment run health care system like the VA?

Tom McKinney
Mont Vernon

Crew Not Aligned with Amherst 
Recreation
To the editor:

The article on the Souhegan Crew Team by Ms. Evans, in the May 27th 
issue, was very informative.  However, she made a GLARING error at the 
end when she said “a fantastic addition to Amherst recreation”.  This sport 
is not aligned with Amherst recreation rather it is a sport sanctioned by 
Souhegan High School which is a co-operative high school owned by the 
towns of Mont Vernon and Amherst.  As a senior at Souhegan High School 
I would have expected her to know the difference.

Eileen Naber
Mont Vernon 

22nd Annual ASC Memorial Day 
Soccer Tournament Thank You
To the editor:

Amherst Soccer Club/Hampshire FC’s 22nd Annual Memorial Day Soc-
cer Tourney – We wish to express our gratitude to the town of Amherst, 
the Amherst Recreation Department, the Amherst School District, Cem-
etery Trustees, Amherst and Milford Police Departments, MCCA, Dan 
Ayotte, Dwayne Andreason- DDA Trucking, the residents of Amherst and 
all of our wonderful volunteers for their support and work during our an-
nual soccer tournament.  This tournament wouldn’t be possible without 
the people and organizations named above and so many others that work 
tirelessly behind the scenes.  We were able to host over 285 teams from 
New England and NY.  Thanks for helping us to showcase what a great 
community we have!  For more information regarding our club visit our 
website at www.amherstsoccerclub.com  – 

Board of Directors, ASC/HFC

Peter Hansen Files for NH House
To the editor:

I am pleased to announce my filing to run for another term in the NH 
House representing all the citizens of Amherst. It has been an honor to 
serve the community and everyone in the State during my 4 years and 
with your support that honor will continue. The State faces a number of 
serious issues most with their individual history, examples being the MET 
tax, having been but partially solved this term due to time and legal con-
straints , and its huge effect on our budget,  the enormous underfunding of 
our States’ retirement system, infrastructure rehabilitation, and econom-
ic growth initiatives just to name a few. With your support my experience 
serving you will play a large role in attacking and resolving these important 
issues. 

Thank You,
Rep. Peter T. Hansen
Amherst

Nate Jensen For Amherst State 
Representative
To the editor:

My name is Nate Jensen and I am running to represent the Town of Am-
herst as one of our representatives in the New Hampshire General Court. 

As a stay-at-home father, businessman, community volunteer and expe-
rienced public servant, I am deeply concerned with the direction our state 
and our nation is heading.  The statist impulse – in Washington and in our 
own legislature in Concord – to try to solve all of our many problems by 
piling on more spending, more taxation, more regulation and more law is 
having the opposite of its intended effect.  Our legislators are burying our 
freedoms, our economy and our future.  This has got to stop.  

Last March, the voters of Amherst elected me Moderator of the Amherst 
School District. I now offer my service to the town in Concord as well.  I am 
determined to reduce government and strengthen our economy to protect 
our future by keeping taxes low and keeping the scope of law and regulation 
as limited as possible.   

My professional background has prepared me well for this task.  I began 
my career as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Eastern Europe.  After a Masters 
Degree in Political Science at Boston University, I entered the U.S. Foreign 
Service and acquired extensive experience in government at the federal and 
international level as a U.S. diplomat – including a tour in Fallujah, Iraq 
during some of the hardest fighting there.  After leaving the federal govern-
ment, I received my MBA at the University of Southern California and then 
entered the private sector.  I have extensive experience as a businessman 
working in large corporations, as well as consulting with and founding sev-
eral technology-based Internet companies.  Most importantly, I have been 
the stay-at-home parent to our sons Stuart and Drake for the last few years 
while my wife Amanda has furthered her career.

In Amherst, in addition to being School District Moderator, I have been 
an on-call fire fighter for four years and have been an alternate member of 
the Ways & Means Committee and Capital Improvement Plan Committee.  
I am also active in various other community, charity, and social organiza-
tions in town.   

I believe that with my background and experience I have a lot to offer as a 
representative of our community and, if I’m elected, I look forward to serv-
ing the people of the town of Amherst in Concord.  

We can revive this nation.  The first step will be rebuilding New Hamp-
shire.  Please vote for me on September 9 and November 4 for State Repre-
sentative.

Best wishes,
Nate Jensen
Amherst

www.SeasonalStores.com
Open all year. Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or 
Hours for this month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio 

Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Discount Pool Supplies
Our prices beat all of the discount chains and the internet.

Amherst Recycling Task Force
The Task Force meets the third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm 

at the Office of DPW – residents are welcome. Visit: www.amherst-
nh.gov/publicworks/transfer.html for complete details.

Amherst Recycling Center 
Hours:  Tuesday:  12 noon to 8 p.m.
 Thursday:  12 noon to 8 p.m.
 Friday:   7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
 Saturday:  7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Fee Structure (PAID AT THE SCALE HOUSE)
Appliances with Freon: Refrigerators, Air Conditioners, Freezers,: 
$10.00
Brush over 6” diameter:     $0.10/lb.
Demolition & Construction material (No asbestos or asbestos shin-
gles):        $0.10/
lb.
Propane Gas Cylinders: Check at Scale House for price based on 
size.
Car Tires:  $2.50 each. Truck Tires:       $10.00 each.
TVs, Computer Monitors, CRTs:    $5.00 
each. 

Aluminum Cans 
Recycle on aluminum can sorting table; rinse and squash.

Batteries-Alkaline 
Put in trash compactors.

Batteries-Rechargeable 
Take to Radio Shack, Nashua Hazardous Waste Center, or
place in special battery container in recycling area.

Batteries-Car 
Stack At Designated Area.

Books 
Put in Book Shed or recycle soft cover books in mixed paper
compactor. Take covers off hard cover book and recycle in
mixed paper compactor; put covers in trash.

Brush-up to 6” 
Put in brush pile at top of hill.

Brush – over 6” 
Pay at Scale House, then put in brush pile at top of hill.

Yard Waste 
Put in compost pile: Grass clippings, leaves, pine needles, garden 
waste and COLD fireplace ashes; no brush, rocks, food products, 
flower pots, or plastic bags.

Cell Phones & PDAs 
Recycle at Scale House, or with Peabody Mill Environmental Center 
at the Library, Town Hall, or Wilkins School.

Clean, untreated lumber
Dispose of at top of hill: Not painted or stained, no pressure treated 
items, no plywood, no wood-like composite material.

Clothing/Textiles 
Must be clean. dry, and in plastic bags—clothing, bedding, rags, or 
towels. No pillows or sleeping bags. Place in collection container.

Commingles 
Recycle plastic and metal containers on commingle sorting table

Corrugated Cardboard 
Recycle in cardboard compactor; flattened, clean, dry, no pizza 
boxes.

Electronics 
Check at the Scale House – VCRs, radios, electronic equipment; 
computer equipment. - Place “intact” CPU box (all components 
including hard drive) and laptops into the container dedicated to 
CPU’s. TVs/computer monitors – pay at Scale House.

Fluorescent Lights 
Recycle in covered plastic containers near trash compactors.

Glass 
Recycle on glass sorting table; bottles, drinking glasses, ceramic 
coffee cups, plate glass, and window panes.

Kitty Litter 
MUST be disposed of in trash. Cannot be Recycled.

Visit transfer station website or ask attendants on duty.


