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Town NewsBulletin Board
Amherst Farmers Market starts June 12

The Amherst Farmers Market will open Thursday, June 12 from 3-6 p.m. in a 
NEW LOCATION!! The market is moving from Amherst village and locating in the 
parking lot of Bedford Fields - Amherst, formerly known as Ponemah Farms Garden 
Center, at 42 Route 101A.

We Want You....
To be  a Girl Scout !!!!

Join the almost 300 girls and 60 leaders who are Girl Scouting in Amherst and 
Mont Vernon!  There are opportunities at every age level, from Daisy Girl Scouts in 
kindergarten to Ambassador Girl Scouts in high school.  Be a part of the exciting, 
challenging and rewarding world of Girl Scouting!

If you are not currently in a troop, e-mail Karen Werner, town co-ordinator, at 
kswerner.nh@gmail.com for more information.  Troops are currently being formed 
for the fall of 2014.

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society
UPCOMING EVENTS

On Wednesday June 18 at 7pm, The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will 
host David Harris for a discussion on “Revelations of Citizen Science.”  This free 
talk is open to the public and takes place in the Downstairs Theater Room of the 
Nashua Public Library. Dave will discuss various citizen science programs such as 
the Christmas Bird Count and Breeding Bird Surveys, and how these programs can 
reveal why some bird populations are changing. Registration is not necessary. For 
more information, contact Richard Maloon 424-5621 or richard.maloon@att.net.

Throughout the summer, a number of Nature Walks will take place at Ponehmah 
Bog in Amherst, NH. All walks are 1 ½ -2 hour and children are welcome. Meet at 
the parking area off Rhodora Drive, off of Sterns Road in Amherst. For directions, 
go to http://merrimack.wildnh.com/ponehmahbog/   For more information, contact 
Jack Gleason at 673-3177 or westonpond10@gmail.com. 

June 21  9am                     Plant Adaptations 
June 28,  10am                   Dragonflies             
Sept 13,       9am                     Plant Adaptations

Discussion Group at Toadstool Bookshop
On the first Thursday of each month, the discussion group meets from  7PM  

to  8:30PM.  We share ideas on philosophy, current affairs and familiar truths. For 
more information contact: Norah at 673 – 6948.    

Boy Scout Troop 22’s Annual Yard Sale
AMHERST: Boy Scout Troop 22’s annual yard sale will be held on Saturday, June 

7 from 7:30 am until 1:30 pm at the Meeting Place Plaza, 199 Route 101 in Am-
herst.  Donated items will be accepted at the Meeting Place Plaza on Friday, June 
6, 2014 from 3 pm to 8 pm.  The proceeds from this annual fund raiser are used 
to purchase the equipment and supplies needed to sponsor activities for the boys 
to advance through the scouting ranks.

Nashua Republican City Committee June Meeting
The Nashua Republican City Committee monthly meeting will be held on Thurs-

day, June 12 at the Crowne Plaza in Nashua.  Doors open at 6:30pm and meeting 
starts at 7:00pm.  Guest speakers are gubernatorial candidate Walt Havenstein, 
and two candidates for Executive Council, Dave Wheeler and Steve Hattamer.  The 
meeting is free.  For more information call Di Lothrop at 864-9287 or visit the 
Nashua GOP website.

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both in-

formational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book 
Group, Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early De-
cember the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which 
is optional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership 
annual fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events 
visit www.nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreci-
ated, but not necessary. 

Amherst Juniors Open for New Members!
Our mission is civic needs, educational advancement and those less fortunate. 

Our goals are achieved with the assistance and generosity of businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals.

We are in need of women with motivation and dedication to join us in growing 
our mission even further within our surrounding communities.

Please email us at memberships@amherstjuniors.org.  Our website is www.
amherstjuniors.org.  Call Barb @ 508-783-3686 or Karen @305-3046 for more 
information. Join Us! 

Historic Amherst

Card-Making in Amherst: Edmund & Alonzo Snow, 
Thomas Woolson Jr., and Holmes & White

Early Industry: Amherst’s Contribution to New England Textile Industry – Part Two

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

One of the industries of the early 19th cen-
tury – 1810 to 1830 – in Amherst Village was 
the manufacture of cards for carding wool and 
cotton, particularly “machine cards.” Among 
the proprietors were a pioneer in this field; a 
mechanical genius; and the former cashier of 
the failed Hillsborough Bank embarking on a 
new career. They sold their products through-
out New England. The leather covers were 
punched and wires were cut and bent into 
teeth by machinery made for the purpose, but 
the teeth were set by hand, furnishing em-
ployment for Amherst women and children at 
home. 
Edmund Snow & Alonzo S. Grenville

Edmund Snow (1761-1843) was a pioneer 
in the New England textile industry. Begin-
ning in 1785, he was the first to make hand 
cards for wool and cotton in Leicester, Mass. 
(and is credited with starting the textile in-
dustry there). In 1797 he moved to Peterbor-
ough, N.H., where he carried on the same line 
of work. Early in 1808, Edmund purchased a 
clothier’s works with fulling mill in Peterbor-
ough. When the first cotton factory was incor-
porated there in 1808, Edmund Snow was one 
of many shareholders of Peterborough. Inter-
estingly, half of the 100 shares of stock were 
held in Amherst; among the first proprietors 
of that Peterborough factory were Charles 
H. Atherton, Joseph Cushing, David Holmes, 
Frederick French, and Samuel Bell, all leading 
citizens of Amherst and directors of the Hills-
borough Bank (incorporated in 1806 and soon 
to fail in 1809), as well as Edmund Parker, a 
lawyer of Amherst. (They probably did not 
benefit from this investment because there 
was a great depression in the value of yarn 
after the close of the War of 1812.) (History 
of Peterborough, N.H. by Albert Smith, John 
Hopkins Morrison, 1876, p. 195, 204-205.)

When the first cotton factory began oper-
ation in Peterborough, in 1810, Snow moved 
to Amherst, where he started its first “card 
manufactory” “in the new Brick Building on 
Amherst Plain” (known as Cushing’s Folly, 
formerly at 10 Main Street). He placed a ‘want 
ad’ dated 7 Nov. 1810 seeking to buy “20,000 
tanned sheep skins and 20,000 split and rough 
shaved or finished card boards” and “to hire, 
four active industrious Young Men to work in 

the Factory.” The Historical Society of Am-
herst, N.H., has (in the Chapel Museum) a 
pair of wooden hand cards with an inscribed 
or stamped label (only partially visible now) in 
a design with a banner flowing down on left 
side that says “EDMUND” and another ban-
ner flowing down on right that says “No. 8”; 
plus a single “No. 10” hand card by the same 
maker. 

In the 19th century, in order to protect 
themselves financially and legally, business-
men would announce the end of partnerships 
in the newspaper. (Changing partners af-
ter a year or two was quite common among 
storekeepers and tradesmen in Amherst.) The 
partners in the first card-making business in 
Amherst are revealed in just such a notice 
(Farmer’s Cabinet, 15 Oct. 1811): “The con-
nection heretofore subsisting between the 
subscribers, in the Card-Manufactory, is this 
day dissolved by mutual consent. EDMUND 
SNOW, DAVID HOLMES, JONA. HOLMES. 
Amherst, October 12, 1811.” David Holmes 
(1778-1867) was the former bank cashier. 
Jonathan Holmes (1783-1831), also formerly 
of Peterborough and David’s younger broth-
er, was the first storekeeper in the 3-story 
brick building, hav-
ing opened in July 
1810, and his stock 
included “cotton and 
wool cards”; he took 
on a partner in 1811. 
In July 1813, the gen-
eral store in the brick 

block, then called the “Genuine Medicine 
Store” of Holmes, Wallace & Kidder, and Reed 
& Shepard’s store at the NW corner of the 
Common both offered “E. Snow’s make” of 
cotton and wool cards, presumably for home 
use by housewives.

In the fall of 1813, two new competitors were 
manufacturing cotton and wool cards in Am-
herst, N.H., but both advertising MACHINE 
cards. One of these was Alonzo Snow & Co., 
whose first advert in the Amherst newspa-
per was dated 5 Nov. 1813 and was addressed 
to “particularly those concerned in carding 
Cotton and Wool by Machines” and claimed 
“their cards are of the best quality, warranted 
and as cheap as can be purchased elsewhere.” 
The firm advertised in other N.H. (e.g., Keene, 
Concord) and in Vermont (Windsor, Burling-
ton) papers. When the firm dissolved in Nov. 
1816, the “& Co.” partner of Alonzo Snow 
(1788-1850) was not named, but I suspect that 
it was his pa, Edmund.  

Edmund Snow became a tavernkeeper in 
Amherst early in 1815 at 101 Boston Post 
Road, but when he bought the hotel in Dec. 
1815 (for $2000) and when he sold it in Sep. 
1817, his occupation was listed in the deeds as 
“card manufacturer” and “card maker.” (His 
son Leander W. Snow (1795-1818) ran the ho-
tel when he reached his majority, obtaining 
a tavern license in 1816.) During these years, 
a building “adjoining the tavern of Mr. E. 
Snow” was “occupied as a card factory” (and 
also housed a tailor’s shop). Edmund moved 
to New Boston and briefly (1818) took over the 
tavern formerly of Robert Holmes. There is a 
good color portrait of Edmund Snow at age 75, 
painted 1837 in Boston, online at findagrave.
com, burial in Cambridge, Mass., where he 
died at age 82.

In June 1817, the N.H. Legislature autho-
rized Alonzo, aged 28, to change his name to 
Alonzo Snow Grenville. He became a physi-
cian, but was also quite an inventor. In 1826, he 

Continued on page 6  u

Pair of early 19th-century hand cards from Am-
herst’s Chapel Museum, stamped “EDMUND 
/ COTTON No. 8”, attributed to Edmund Snow 
(1761-1843) who resided and made cards in 
Amherst 1810-1817.

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No payroll too large or too small

• One check payroll  $8.89 per check
• Two to five checks  5.49 per check
• Six to ten checks  5.35 per check
• Eleven or more checks  4.53 per check

Preparation of checks and all employer Federal and 
State forms and tax payments

CALL FOR INFORMATION:  603-672-1155

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

AHO SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Free Estimates: 603-496-7627

ahoseamlessgutters.com
Leafguard Available

Gutter Cleaning/Repair
Exterior Power Washing

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

Spring Grooming Time...
All Natural Shampoos and Treatments! 

Summer cuts, field cuts, flea and tick treatments 
7 days a week with our professional groomers.  

Call to make an appointment TODAY!
mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

YARD SALE
Saturday June 14, 2014 • 8AM – 1PM                           

102 Ponemah Road Amherst, NH
At the dental office of Clark & Leighton 

Intersection 101A & Rte 122

Please... no early birds!

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Black Mulch 
Pine Bark Mulch ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
TRUCKING & LANDSCAPE
S I  N C E    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

28 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road  672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer 
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road   672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

www.AmherstEarthProducts.com

WE NOW HAVE “SUPER” SOIL!

important thing for me is that he 
knew I was there for him.  

Attending the VIP party for the 
mentors, guests, contest winners 
and anyone that was involved with 
The Ford Motor Company or Fox 
Television was a true Hollywood 
experience. At one point we were 
told to lineup, only to discover we 
were headed to the “red carpet.” 
And it actually was, in fact, a red 
carpet, complete with photo opps. 

Five o’clock. Show time. Being in 
the live audience gave me a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to see a lot of 

what is not seen on TV: the emcee 
getting the crowd primed for the 
show, the camera guys scuttling all 
over the place, the judges rambling 
about at the front of the stage, the 
swarming stage crew,  the count-
down to air. As I watched the show 
unfold, I realized I was peering into 
Alex’s present, not his future.  It was 
a great show. Seeing Alex perform-
ing on such a big stage in front of 
a nation-wide audience was every-
thing a music teacher could hope 
for. 

u The IDOL Experience   continued from page 1

Pictured seated L to R: Helen Maynard, Joan Cornett, Louise Morley; 
Standing L to R: Thelma Keefe, Carol Pelletier, Marsha Hazen-Cheever
 

Seniors Wanted for Game Day
These Seniors invite you to join them on Thursdays from 1:00-3:30 at the 

Amherst Firestation’s Community and Training room for a game of Dom-
inos or Hand and Foot. They don’t mind if you haven’t played before- they 
are happy to teach you! This program is offered by Amherst Recreation free 
of charge. The Fire Department is located at 177 Amherst Street and the 
Community room is accessed by the door in the center of the building. 
Please call the Recreation office at 673-6248 with any questions.


