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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

Our Democracy is Not for Sale
To the editor:

Lawrence Lessig walked from Dixville Notch to Nashua in the middle of 
January - - this year’s extremely cold January.  He did so to call attention to 
the issue of money in politics.  A good number of people walked with him; 
18 completed the entire distance.  This Harvard Law-School Professor is 
the founder of the New Hampshire Rebellion.  One of his inspirations was 
Doris (Granny D) Haddock, who walked “From Sea to Shining Sea”, start-
ing at the age of 88 and finishing at the age of 90, for campaign finance 
reform.  “Sea to Shining Sea” is the theme of this year’s Amherst Parade.  
What could be more perfect?  

We are looking for G D Walkers - - that’s Granny D Walkers - - who want 
to get money out of politics.  This is not a partisan issue!  This is an Amer-
ican issue!!  Our Democracy is not for sale!!!  On July 4th we invite you to 
walk with us in the Amherst Parade.  On July 5th, the New Hampshire Re-
bellion walkers will also walk the New Hampshire Sea Coast of about 16 
miles.  Join us. 

If you too want to get big money out of politics, then come walk with us 
on July 4th and 5th.  Google The New Hampshire Rebellion!  Research this 
movement and the people who inspired it!  Buy a NH Rebellion T Shirt!  
Wear a Granny D straw hat!  Walk and talk with your neighbors, be they 
republican, democrat or undeclared!  Stand up against those who try to buy 
candidates and offices!  Do so proudly!

For more information please call Pete and/or Nan Stearns at 673 3730 or 
email us at peteandnan@comcast.net.  

  
Nan Stearns
Amherst

Who Approved All of These Signs?
To the editor:

Every so often, something occurs that conjures up a voice from the past.
That is what happened as I drove the short trip from my home on Am-

herst Street to the Post Office and back.  This route is not much more than 
a mile or so each way.

As I drove, the voice I kept hearing was that of Robert (Bob) Jackson, 
friend, fellow Selectman and Planning Board Colleague.  Marilyn, he said, 
“who approved all of these signs?”   You see, Bob believed signs were a blight 
on the landscape, visual clutter I think he’d say.   Bob had a way of making 
us sit up and take notice of our surroundings and not let urbanization creep 
creep ever so slowly into our town.

But creep it has as more and more signs are being planted on our roads. 
The signs  announcing the traffic light at the corner of Amherst Street 

and Rte. 122 made me laugh a little because you can actually see that light 
at the distance of the sign’s placement.   Another sign looks like a seatbelt 
sign.   There is a sign leading into the Village announcing the stop sign up 
ahead but the stop sign can  be seen from that distance too.

After speaking to Bruce Berry, the DPW Director, I was informed that 
he was “responsible” for the signs.   Yes, the temporary light and roadwork 
signs are probably necessary for the impending traffic changes during con-
struction.   But this other signage seems like overkill and totally unneces-
sary.  If they are a part of this temporary signage, then I expect they will not 
be needed and removed when the construction is completed.   

Like Bob, I believe that this proliferation of signage is a blight on the 
landscape and contributes nothing to Amherst’s quality of life.  So Bob, if 
you are watching and I’m sure you are know that your voice is still being 
heard.  Now, I hope others are listening too.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Peterman

SHARE Undergoes Renovations
To the editor:

In March 2010, Milford’s Cara Barlow and her Souhegan Valley 4-H 
group of teens began a lasting example of Souhegan Valley community 
spirit: community suppers at the SHARE Center. As the 4-H group got old-
er and moved on to college and other activities, the Milford Lions stepped 
up and began hosting the dinners.  They were soon joined by the Souhe-
gan Transition Network, and this past January, several area churches.  Each 
week, a free supper is served to over 100 locals. But as is often the case when 
people gather around food, the dinners began to provide more than a free 
meal.  Friendships, camaraderie, and companionship developed among 
many of the regulars.  People come to eat, yes, but more importantly, to so-
cialize and enjoy each other’s company. 

So many volunteers are to be thanked for keeping this wonderful event 
going. From Cara and the kids to the Milford Lions and their fellow Lions 
from around the area, to Michael Conley and his crew from the Transition 
Network to the pastors of several local churches who spearheaded their pa-
rishioners’ involvement: St. Patrick’s, Church of Our Saviour, Milford Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Congregational Church of Amherst, First Congre-
gational Church of Milford, Unitarian Universalist Church of Milford, and 
Mont Vernon Congregational Church. And throughout the last four years, 
there has been one person who has worked tirelessly. Bob Cook recognized 
early on what it means to feed the hungry of body and spirit in the way our 
suppers do.  A Lion himself, Bob has worked with every group who has put 
on a supper. His boundless energy for the suppers is contagious. It is really 
Bob’s enthusiasm that has kept things going.

As the SHARE Center undergoes renovations, the suppers will be on hia-
tus. We were unable to find a suitable kitchen and hall for these gatherings, 
as we had hoped. With a little luck, we will be back in business in early fall. 
Thank you to all who have volunteered, cooked, cleaned, baked, donated 
funds, or eaten with us. We look forward to resuming this wonderful tra-
dition.

Sincerely,
Christine Janson
Executive Director, SHARE Outreach

Thank You For Enriching The 
Learning Of Our Third Graders 
To the editor:

On Friday, June 6th the Amherst third-graders celebrated the culmina-
tion of their Amherst history week.  You may have seen the children dressed 
in colonial garb walking from Wilkins to Village house tours and other ac-
tivities around the Common.  During the week the children toured sev-
eral important town landmarks and the two Historical Society museums.  
Thank you to the more than twenty citizens that volunteered their time to 
lead tours, examine historic graves, and discuss an Amherst Civil War hero. 
Your support, flexibility and assistance is most appreciated. We extend a 
grateful thank you to home owners Tracy Veillette, Sue and Dave Clark, 
Helen Rowe, Maggie Boyea and Christina Ferrari for generously showing 
the children the key features of their historic homes.  Finally, we would like 
to thank the Amherst PTA for generously contributing $240 to the Friday 
afternoon activities.  These funds were used to bring Historic New England, 
an organization from Boston that preserves and protects New England her-
itage, to the Common.  The costume festooned educators led the children in 
hands-on stations titled: Sheep to Shawl, Colonial Rope Making, Colonial 
Games and Toys, and Trade Sign Making.  Thank you all for enriching the 
learning of our Amherst third graders.  

Sincerely,
Third Grade History Committee
Claire Bryson
Perrin Enriquez
Amy Littlefield

Rowe Files for Re-Election to  
NH House of Representatives
To the editor:

On Tuesday, June 10th,  I filled for the election to the New Hampshire 
House of Representatives. I would appreciate your support in the Republi-
can primary this September.

I believe that I have been instrumental in the passage of a number of im-
portant bills into law.

 As the chair of the House Judiciary Committee in the 2010 – 2012 term, 
I worked for the reform of our judicial system. The new Circuit Court was 
established merging the Family, Probate and District Courts into one, thus 
saving costs and better serving the citizens. The other reform was the es-
tablishment of the electronic court center for the processing of inquiries 
and filing. This new center is up and running and saves substantial funds 
and time in scheduling court matters.

This past year I drafted and was the prime sponsor of the law that will 
hasten the rebuilding of closed bridges in New Hampshire, including Am-
herst bridges. The law allows Amherst to promptly replace bridges and re-
ceive state aid, now 80%, at a latter scheduled date.

If I am fortunate to be elected, I will continue to work for the passage of 
legislation that represents a state wide need, and not unnecessary legisla-
tion or bills promoted by special interests. We have far too many of the lat-
ter which results in upwards of in excess of a thousand bill a year at a cost 
of over $2,000 each for legislative processing.

 
Sincerely yours,
Representative Robert H. Rowe,
Amherst

Amherst History Week at   
Clark-Wilkins School
To the editor:

On behalf of the third-grade teachers at Clark-Wilkins School I would 
like to thank all the community members, parents, and volunteers who 
made the third grade Amherst History Week a huge success.  The hours 
of planning since last September paid off as over one hundred 8 and 9 year 
olds made their way through the village all week from June 2nd – 6th.  They 
had a chance to learn about the incredible history of our town.  A special 
thank you goes out to Perrin Enriquez, Claire Bryson, and Amy Littlefield 
who planned, scheduled and led this endeavor.  From the historic buildings 
and sites in town, private home visits and the picnic on the Green with an 
afternoon filled with activities it was a week these children will not forget.   
We could not provide students with this opportunity without all the sup-
port we received from the community.

Thank you,
The Wilkins School Third Grade Team,
Barbara Bellipanni, Betsy Kellndorfer, 
Becky Ladeau, Linda Mellinger,   
Alice Paquette, and Barbara Piotrowski

Souhegan High School Project 
Graduation 2014 THANKS YOU
To the editor:

On June 13, 2014, approximately 160 graduates from Souhegan High 
School attended the 2014 Project Graduation celebration at the Hamp-
shire Dome. Project Graduation is an all-night, organized, substance-free, 
adult-supervised, post-graduation party. Thanks to all of our corporate 
sponsors and community donations and support, the graduates enjoyed a 
wide variety of entertainment, activities and food throughout the event.  
Many prizes were awarded during the evening including televisions, tab-
lets, dorm refrigerators, printers, wireless speakers, gift baskets, dorm ac-
cessories and many gift cards to local restaurants and retail shops. It was a 
wonderful and safe way to celebrate graduation, and it would not have been 
possible without the tremendous generosity of the community. The SHS 
Class of 2014, along with the 2014 Project Graduation committee, would 
like to thank the following businesses and individuals for their generous 
donations and sponsorship. In addition we would like to recognize the 
many volunteers who setup, cleaned up and staffed the Project Graduation 
event – it truly was a community effort and we thank you for your donation 
of time and effort!

Business Donations:   Hampshire Hills, Party Vision LLC, AAMCO Total Car 
Care, Allstate Insurance – Jim Parolin, Amherst Orthodontics, Amherst Phys-
ical Therapy, The Pie Guy/Burnley Family, Chili’s, Ciardelli Fuel Co., Clark & 
Leighton, P.C., Community Action for Safe Teens, Countryside Self-Storage, 
Dr. Edward Klopfer, Orthodontist, Dr. Joseph Raczek, O.D., Dunkin’ Donuts, 
First Colebrook Bank, Hairthurium salon-Michelle Hennas, Hitchiner Man-
ufacturing Co. Inc., Dr. Kenneth G. Edwards, DDS, Orange Leaf, Seasonal 
Specialty Store, Shaws, Souhegan Lighting Products LLC, Subway of Milford, 
swissknifeshop.com, Taggart Ice Company, Texas Roadhouse, Uno’s Chicago 
Grill, Walnut Hill Marketing –Keith Thompson and Zahn’s Alpine Guest House.

Individual Contributors:   Ann Dean, Bo Dean, Cheryl Kearney, Chris Hor-
ton, Debra Clarke, Deirdre & Edward Aten, Denise & Jay Jacobs, Dick & Mary 
Lefebvre, Elizabeth Kellndorfer, Ellen Cunis, Jim & Debbie Velino, Jane Nilles, 
Jeff & Olivia Kibbie, Jim & Kelly Amrein, Jim & Michelle Emmond, Jim Farrow, 
Joanne & Bill Zeolie, Judy & Tom Quinn, Karen & Edward Germond, Ken Ford-
ham, Laurie Doiron, Leslie Dionne, Lise Fluette, Louise Hyuck, Martin Nevrla, 
Mary Ann Kuhnert, Mike & Deb Brisebois, Mike & Gail Foley, Mike & Mickey 
Larivee, Mr. & Mrs. Sparks, Patti & Greg MacDonald, Paula Garvey, Peg & 
Ward Bennett, Robert & Jennifer Young, Robert Campbell, Robert Rohrer, Jr., 
Rolf & Cheryl Carlson, Scott & Susan O’Connell, Steve & Jode Cavanaugh, 
Steve DeFilippo, Stuart Schagrin, Suresh & Nupur Nair, Susan & Paul Smith, 
Vicki & Dirk Richardson, William & Veronica Foley, the Brackett Family, the 
Dix Family, the Learned Family, the Mackenzie Family, the Noble Family, the 
Quinlan Family, the Tuthill Family and several anonymous donors.

A special thank you to Vicky Leknes, Karen Urbanik and Officer John 
Smith who chaperone the entire event from 9:30pm to 5:30am every year – 
your experience, enthusiasm and expertise are greatly appreciated.

Project Graduation Committee:
Jim Belanger & Vinny Silvestri (co-chairs), Meg Dworkin, Lisa Maresco, Mi-
chelle Caraccio, Patty Casey, Helen Schweizer, Peg Bennett, Bonez Dupre, 
Louise Huyck, Susan Durling, Wendy Kolopsky, Ellen Grudzien, Christina 
DeCesare Len, Nancy Protzmann, John Smith, and many others who helped 
along the way.

Sentate Passes Student Loan  
Refinancing
To the editor:

I heard this last night (June 11).  I am sure it comes as very good news.  
And it’s about time!  After all, why should everyone else be able to refinance 
their loans (home mortgages, for example) down to prevailing low rates 
while most federal student loans are fixed at rates close to 8%, or higher?  
Why has this taken so long to get done?  Most people don’t realize that 
interest on these student loans brings around $50B a year into the U. S. 
treasury. The government needs that income!  If these loans are refinanced 
down to a low interest rate, what would make up the loss in revenue?  Sure-
ly Congress can find a way to avoid running part of  the government on the 
backs of students’ debt, can’t they?  It used to be that nearly zero-rate long-
term federal and state loans for higher education were the norm, to make 
college affordable for everyone who could get in.

Oh, wait a minute. Sorry  I see now, although the bill passed with a good 
majority, enough Republican Senators rose up to filibuster the bill to table 
it. I guess it is dead.  Why do you suppose?  Perhaps to protect the tax ben-
efits enjoyed by millionaires (themselves and their donors)? The bill pro-
posed a 30% income tax rate on the portion of income over $1M to make 
up for the loss of interest on student loans. What is wrong with that? Don’t 
they already pay at the top tax rate of 39.6%?  The answer is, they do not.  
The low 15% flat rate (no change with income brackets) on capital gains al-
lows the wealthy to pay income taxes at rates much lower, like an effective 
rate of 15% - 20%.  But is that fair?  The very wealthy, through hedge fund 
and venture capital investments, can realize most of their income as capital 
gains, while those with incomes under $200K (to pick a number) are paying 
at the straight income tax rate of 25% - 35%.  A 30% minimum tax for those 
with million and billion dollar incomes, regardless of the portion that is 
capital gains, seems like a much-needed fix anyway, doesn’t it?  

John G. David
Amherst

www.SeasonalStores.com
Open all year. Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or 
Hours for this month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio 

Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Swimming Pools
Above ground pools by Sharkline, Celebration, and others.                      


