
  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m  • J U N E   2 4 ,   2 0 1 4  •  THE AMHERST CITIZEN  •  7

Independence Day Celebration, Friday, July 4th Starts at 9:00 a.m.

From Sea to Shining Sea
T

own officials have worked hard 
to minimize the possible disrup-
tions caused by the paving activ-
ities in town.   On the Fourth 
there will be detours around 
the on-going work on Cross 
Street and Boston Post Road 
from the old lights on Amherst 
Street to Moulton’s corner at 

Main Street but all other roads should be 
paved.

Bicycle Parade:  Leading off the pa-
rade on the Fourth will be the Children’s 
Bicycle Parade that forms on Knight’s 
Field at the end of Main Street.  Bicy-
cle decorations will be judged at 9:45 
am for originality, creativity, and effort 
on the part of the child.  There is a first 
($5.00), second ($3.00), and third ($2.00) 
prize given in each of four categories: 0-6 
years; 7 and 8 years; 9 and 10 years; 11 and 
12 years; and “carriages”.  Every child gets a 
participation ribbon.  All children on bicy-
cles must wear helmets.

Fire Engines:  The Amherst Fire De-
partment Color Guard will lead the parade 
immediately behind the Amherst Police 
Department car.  The Lawrence, built 
around 1853, will be pulled by the volun-
teer call members of the department.  It 
came to Amherst from Worcester in the 
late 1800’s and became part of the Law-
rence Engine Company #3.  The Lawrence 
Engine Company ended in the 1950’s when 
the official Amherst Fire Department 
was formed.  The Lawrence’s pump seals 
have been refurbished and may be provid-
ing wet relief to spectators along the hot 
parade route on the Fourth.  The Yankee, 
perhaps the oldest working hand tub in the 
United States (1808) will be on display on 
a flatbed.

Dignitaries:  Each year our state lead-
ers are invited to march as New Hamp-
shire Dignitaries.  This year we are hon-
ored to have Governor Maggie Hassan 
leading a distinguished group of dignitar-
ies who work hard to make our town, state, 
and country a better place for all of us.  It 
is expected that Amherst will be honored 
not only by the presence of the governor, 
but also that of Senators Ayotte and Sha-
heen.  Dignitaries are invited to sit on the 
reviewing stand during the parade and the 
ceremony at the end of the parade.

Bands:  There will be five bands in 
this year’s parade.   Two of the crowd’s fa-
vorite pipe and drum bands are the 
New Hampshire Police As-
sociation Pipes and Drums 
and the Campbell High-
landers Pipes and Drums.  
The American Legion 
Band out of the Hudson 
Post #48 has been entertain-
ing Amherst parade goers 
since 1976 when the first pa-
rade was held.  The Amherst 
Town Band is well-known 
and respected by Amherst 
residents who often enjoy 
their concerts on the town 
common.  New this year is 
a less traditional band, the 
Bazooka Blanks, who wear 
wacky costumes and 
encourage crowd par-
ticipation.

Parade 
Events:  Re-
turning for an-
other year are the 
Wheelmen; the Bek-

tash Shriners Mini-Kar Patrol; the Fifth 
New Hampshire Volunteers, a Civil War 
Regiment;  the First New Hampshire Reg-

iment, a Revolutionary War Regiment; the 
Civil War Sons of the Auxiliary; Master 
An’s Taekwondo Group; the Sea Cadets; 
and the Silver Lining Circus Camp that is 
sending several very talented teens from 
their advanced tour group.  The Gover-
nor’s Horse Guard will also 
be in attendance.  Rhonda 
Watts-Hettinger will be rid-
ing sidesaddle in her usual 
place at the end of the regu-
lar section of the parade af-
ter an absence of two years.  
It will be good to have her 
back!

Floats and Marchers: 
The floats and marchers are 
what give the parade the 
true Amherst stamp.  Many 
thanks are due those who 
put the work and time into 
floats to entertain the spec-
tators.  Also walking in the 
parade will be Uncle Sam, 
the Granite State Clowns, 
and members of the clown 
workshop that was held this 
spring.

Puppy Parade:  Attention dog owners!  
The puppy parade will organize at Spald-
ing Field at the corner of Davis Lane and 
Christian Hill Road at 9:50 am and join the 
parade from there.  A prize will be award-
ed to the best dressed patriotic dog.  Con-
tact Mary Beyers at 672-7835 to preregis-
ter.

Antique Car Parade:  The antique 
cars line up on New Boston Road on the 
morning of the Fourth; pre-registration is 
encouraged by calling George Codding-
ton at 801-4389 or Noel Ward at 566-0948.  
Winners in the award categories will re-
ceive a ribbon—Best Overall, Best Pre-War 
Car, Best Pre-1968 Car, Best Convertible, 
Best Performance Car, and Most Unusu-
al, Exotic, or Interesting.  There will be 
an Antique Auto Show following the pa-

rade on the church side of the town 
common.

Politicians:  The 
politicians are out in 
force this year.  Their 
enthusiasm should 
make the political 
section of the parade 
fun to watch.

Town Common 
Information: There 
will be lots of activity 
on the town common 
beginning an hour or 
more before the pa-
rade.  The July Fourth 
Committee has an 

Information Tent on 

the main walkway near the  middle of the 
common.    Committee members will be 
selling car stickers ($2.00) saying “AMH” 
at a separate booth.  Bathrooms will be 
available at the Brick School, the Con-
gregational Church, and the Town Hall.  
Handicapped parking will be available in 
the parking lot where the BMA Architec-
tural Group building is on Middle Street.  
Handicapped viewing will be available on 
the lawn across from the reviewing stand.  
Emergency medical help will be avail-
able from EMS personnel stationed on the 
green; contact can be made through the 
volunteers at the Information Booth.

Art Show:  This marks the twentieth 
year of the Amherst Art Show on the town 
common on the Fourth of July.  The show 
will run from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and fea-
tures artists who work in oil, acrylic, water-
color, and mixed media as well as several 
fine art photographers.  Styles range from 
abstract work to traditional scenes of New 
England and other places.  Anyone wishing 

to display their art should 
call 673-6448.  Spectators 
are urged to visit Artist 
Alley and see the amazing 
work done by these talented 
people.

Student Art Show:  
New this year is a student 
art show featuring the win-
ners of the Student Art Show 
held at the library during the 
month of May by the Friends 
of the Library as well as art 
done by students at Souhe-
gan High School.  It is an 
impressive show of young 
talent.  The show will be 
in the Brick School, across 
from the town common.

Amherst Museums:  
The Historical Society will 
keep the Amherst Museums 

on Middle Street open from 9:00 am to 
1:00 pm.  For directions, stop at the Infor-
mation Table on the main walkway on the 
town common.

Food and Drink:  The July Fourth 
Committee, which finances half of the 
cost of the celebration, sells hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and drinks as fundraisers.  The 
PTSA is selling pizza, the Messiah Luther-
an Church is selling cotton candy, the Am-
herst Democrats are selling root beer, and 
the Amherst Juniors will be giving away 
watermelon.  

Old Time Craft Demonstrations:  
Vinnie the Blacksmith is expected back in 
his usual spot near the town hall.  Other 
old time craft demonstrators will be situ-
ated in the middle of the green this year.  
Stop to watch the spinning, box making, 
and chair caning and talk with the bee-
keeper and maple sugarer.  Some of the 
demonstrators, such as the Shaker box 
maker and Mt Crumpit maple sugerer, will 
be selling their wares.

Animals:  Get ready to meet and greet 
some wonderful animals at the end of the 
green nearest Moulton’s and the Brick 
School!    There will be lambs, sheep, Her-
itage hens, chicks, an angora bunny, and 
several Animal Shelter animals that will be 
available for adoption!  There will also be 
displays of wool products, a spinning wheel 
demonstration, and an educational farm 
cart.  People are asked to please keep their 
dogs and pets away from the participating 
animals and to wash up with hand sani-
tizer located on the display tables follow-

ing contact with the animals.  Products for 
sale will include home spun yarn and wool 
products, sheep’s wool and grapevine 
pet toys and hanging wool for 
birds’ nests, smart pots for gar-
dening, and home grown and 
preserved pickles.

Additional Children’s 
Activities: Clowns will 
be making balloon ani-
mals and pocket ladies 
will be giving out small 
free gifts to the children.  
In addition, the PTA 
will be doing a bracelet/
keychain craft and giving 
away lollipops; the Baptist 
Church will be setting up 
their pitching cages; and St. 
Luke’s Anglican Church will have 
a fish pond.  

Reviewing Stand Activities Before 
the Parade:   The Music Man Quartet 
that came into fame during the Amherst 
PTA musical of that name will entertain 
people waiting for the parade to start.  At 
9:30 am Uncle Sam will read the Declara-
tion of Independence, a new tradition, and 
a nice one, to remind us of the importance 
of the day.

Reviewing Stand Ceremony:  Reed 
Panasiti will lead the crowd in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and  Doug Kirkwood is ex-
pected to play taps followed by four girls 
from the Amherst Middle School Acapella 
Group, Evmorfia Alton, Rebecca Benjamin, 
Adani Dugay-Webster, and Abby Maroun, 
singing the national anthem.  Dignitaries 
will be introduced and the governor and 
senators will be asked to say a few words of 

greeting.  The Souhegan Chorus will sing 
patriotic songs, float awards will be an-

nounced, and the Lions’Club pres-
ident will announce the Citizen 

of the Year.
Dog Tales:  Ending the 

celebration will be our 
own Paula Schmida run-
ning the dog show.  This 
is an unusual dog show 
that asks each contes-
tant to bring a dog on 
stage and tell about it.  
It is fun for the chil-
dren and not especially 

stressful for the dogs!
Support:  Thanks go to 

the town and school depart-
ments who go all out to sup-

port the celebration, to the Con-
gregational Church for parking and 

bathroom facilities, to the many volunteers 
who work to make this a fun day for every-
one, to the committee members who begin 
working in February (or sooner) to make it 
all happen, to Rolf Biggers for the use of his 
lawn and parking lot, to Jim and Cliff Ann 
Wales for their publicity, and to our friends 
in the community who provide financial 
support.  Special thanks to a generous fi-
nancial supporter, the Granite State Credit 
Union, for many years of financial help 
with the fireworks and to RE/MAX for 
providing the hot air balloon rides for the 
past several years. Thanks also to Norm 
Wrenn’s Bot-L-Gas, Moulton’s Market, 
Shaw’s, Jake’s Ice Cream, and Sal’s Pizza.

The celebration is a great Amherst tra-
dition made possible by a lot of wonderful 
people who either live or work here!

* Introductory fixed rate as low as 2.75% APR for 24 months. At the end of the 24-month fixed introductory period, the line converts to a variable rate based on a margin as low as the WSJ Prime Rate minus .50%. As of 5/28/2014, 
WSJ Prime was 3.25%. Rate advertised is for well qualified applicants and includes a discount of .24% for the fixed rate and .25% for the variable rate for automatic payment transfers using a BCCU account. Your rate will be 
determined by your credit worthiness and ability to pay. Maximum Loan-to-Value is 85% of Market Value less outstanding mortgage balances. The variable APR will not exceed 18%. Minimum line is $10,000 and the maximum 
line is $249,000. An annual fee of $50 is charged at each anniversary. Lines in a trust will be subject to a $175 trust review fee at closing. Homeowner’s insurance is required. An early termination fee of $344 will apply if the line is 
closed within 3 years from account opening. If you pay interest only, you still owe the amount drawn and the monthly payment will increase when the interest only period ends. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) and offer are for new 
BCCU lines only and are subject to change at any time.

 2.75%
APR*

First 2 Years 
As low as

APR* 2.75%
Thereafter
As low as Prime -1/2 (variable)

Where Easy Adds Up.TM

Bellwether makes it easy to get a great home equity line! This unique line locks in a historically low 
rate for two full years before returning to a variable rate. Own the flexibility of an equity line with the 
stability of a fixed rate for 24 months. 

Apply today and take advantage of historically low rates!

• No closing costs or application fees 
• No initial draw required
• No checking account required

Bellwether—making it easy to get a great home equity line.

Apply online at  
BCCU.org/Equity
call 1 (866) 996-9828
or visit a branch today!    

Move into a better  
home equity line.

adfa
NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

NOT THE SAME
OLD THING!

FRESH INVENTORY DAILY

�
Fine Art, Period Antiques,
Vintage, Modern, Country,
Porcelain, Silver, Jewelry,

Books, Coins, More...

200 Dealers • 20,000 sq. ft.
Free expert appraisals

Family owned for over 30 years
�

323 Elm Street, Milford NH
603-673-8499 Open daily 10 -5

nhantiquecoop.com

AHO SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Free Estimates: 603-496-7627

ahoseamlessgutters.com
Leafguard Available

Gutter Cleaning/Repair
Exterior Power Washing

Spring Grooming Time...
All Natural Shampoos and Treatments! 

Summer cuts, field cuts, flea and tick treatments 
7 days a week with our professional groomers.  

Call to make an appointment TODAY!
mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

It’s About Time!
Time to Take Advantage:
Summer Market –  
Low Interest Rates 
Time to Call –   
Free Market Analysis

The Way to Your New Home
May Balsama

REALTOR®

46 Rte 101A, Amherst 
603-673-1775 x1004 

603-521-5022 cell 
www.verani.com

JULY 4th
ANTIQUE  
AUTO PARADE
Amherst, NH

AWARD CATEGORIES for 2014
Best Overall • Best pre-war car 

Best pre-1968 car • Best Convertible
Best performance car

(hot rods, muscle & pony cars)
Most Unusual, Exotic or Interesting

Winners receive a ribbon and a photo of  
their car in the Amherst Citizen.

PRE-REGISTRATION
ENCOURAGED! 

There is a limit of 50 cars. 
Please email your name, car make,  
year, model, and insurance carrier  

to coddingtong@jae.com.

For more information, please contact: 
George Coddington at 801-4389

Noel Ward at 566-0948 

Town legal requirements require  
proof of liability insurance.  

Tossing candy or other favors from the  
vehicle is strictly prohibited. 

ROLL OUT YOUR RIDE!
Show off your antique or special interest vehicle  

(over 25 years old) in Amherst’s 4th of July Parade

TIME & PLACE
Friday, July 4th, 2014 

Parade assembles from 8:30–9:45 AM

at Wilkins School on Boston Post Road. 

Parade steps off at 10:00 AM.  

Parade concludes at Amherst Village Green

NOEL WARD PHOTOS


