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KEENE– Looking for something 
for the kids to do during the win-
ter break? The Keene State Col-
lege Redfern Arts Center’s fami-
ly show is back with Boston-based 
singer-songwriter and performer, 
Vanessa Trien and her lively band. 
Vanessa Trien and the Jumping 
Monkeys will perform on Saturday, 
February 28, at 11 a.m. in the Alum-
ni Recital Hall of the Redfern Arts 
Center. Vanessa and the band will 
perform well-known and well-loved 
children’s favorites along with new 
songs by Trien from her latest CD, 
“Bubble Ride”, which will have chil-
dren of all ages dancing and singing 
in the aisles.

All tickets for Vanessa Trien and 
the Jumping Monkeys are $5. For 
tickets, contact the Redfern Box Of-
fice, open Monday to Friday from 
noon to 6 p.m., call 603-358-2168 
or order online at www.keene.edu/
racbp. See a video clip and more in-
formation about Vanessa Trien and 
the Jumping Monkeys and the free 
activities surrounding this event on 

the Redfern website, www.keene.
edu/racbp.

Vanessa Trien and the Jumping 
Monkeys get the under-10 crowd 
and their families moving and clap-
ping to the music at their packed 
shows. They have become local 
rock stars to the young and young 
at heart and fans cannot get enough 
of their award-winning CDs. As a 
complement to her career as a pro-
fessional musician, Vanessa Trien 
has made a point of sharing her love 
of music through teaching and per-
forming for primary and elementa-
ry school-aged children. 

As Boston Children’s Music puts 
it, “Vanessa’s shows are perfect. It’s 
hard to explain and I can’t quite put 
my finger on what it is they do dif-
ferently, but whatever it is, it really 
gets the kids (and parents) excited!...
She has some sort of magical ener-
gy that makes all of her shows super 
fun…”.

The artists will join audience 
members after the February 28 con-
cert in the Main lobby for a post-

show reception and meet and greet. 
Enjoy some cookies and lemonade 
while making musical egg shakers 

with Vanessa Trien and her band 
following the show.
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Exhibits

Susanna Ries Canadian Goose stained glass

East Colony Fine Art March 
Highlighted Artists 
Feature Stained Glass by Susanna Ries and oil paintings 
by John Sweeney 
On exhibit from February 24 thru March 28
Opening Reception on Saturday, March 7, 1-4pm

MANCHESTER – Inspiration for this exhibit started with the 
collaboration between Susanna and John when they discovered 
the mutual love of birds.  It was a natural and enthusiastic collabo-
ration on a bird themed show.  Each artist uses a very colorful pal-
ette of colors in either glass or oil paint so they knew that together, 
their work would complement the other.

Stained glass has always been a magical form of artistry for Su-
sanna.  The light play that happens when a piece of stained glass 
is illuminated fills her with delight.  Her love of birds and natural 
wildlife adds to designs.  I love to capture the beauty of the bird’s 
feathers and their shapes.  “Nature has always been a passion for 
my glass designs.”  

John is primarily a studio artist in oils but he does travel quite 
a bit with his camera and telephoto lens and uses what he can for 
painting references from his photos”.  He has also requested per-
mission from several World renowned Wildlife photographers to 
allow him use of their work as a reference which he is extreme-
ly grateful for.  He has always loved and been fascinated by birds 
since his childhood and is drawn to working in bright overly satu-
rated colors to help stimulate and move the spirit of the art into a 
positive direction.  “I find using bright and playful colors complete-
ly therapeutic.”

John is also on the Board of Directors of HOPE for NH Recov-
ery an organization fighting substance use disorder in the State 
of NH. He also designed the first ever symbol for Recovery from 
Substance Abuse, the Recovery Flag, which has been presented 
to Governor Hassan and will be used in future Recovery Centers 
across the State.

Join Susanna and John at their reception for “Flying Colors” on 
Saturday, March 7, 1-4pm.  

East Colony Fine Art is located in Langer Place, 55 South Com-
mercial Street, Manchester, NH. Regular gallery hours: Tues-
day-Friday 11-5 and Sat 11-3. Phone: 603-621-7400.
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The Adventure Begins!
Amherst Middle School Presents “Disney’s Peter Pan, Jr.”

Amherst Middle School Theater Club presents… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

So much adventure can happen in one night! 
Thursday, March 12th at 7:00 pm  

Friday, March 13th at 7:00 pm 

Saturday, March 14th at 2:00pm and 7:00 pm  

Tickets go on sale on January 31st for $5 at                                      
The Homestead, The Black Forest Café and AMS Office 

Submitted by Kim Kirk, Theater Club Parent
 
Remember the classic tale of the boy who wouldn’t grow up?  When 

Wendy Darling is told by her father that it is time for her to move out 
of the nursery, it’s Peter to the rescue: “I won’t have it!  You’re coming to 
Neverland!”  He whisks her and her two brothers out the nursery win-
dow.  Their ensuing adventures include Pirates, Lost Boys, Mermaids 
and Indians.

This fun, colorful ensemble comes to the Amherst Middle School on 
March 12th, 13th and 14th.  The script is a modern retelling of the clas-
sic Disney movie. While keeping the high-energy antics from the orig-
inal, this new Peter Pan adds a healthy dose of Girl Power. You’ll see 
Wendy, Tinker Bell and Tiger Lily in a whole new light.   And you can 
sing along with old favorites such as “Following the Leader,” “You Can 
Fly” and “The Second Star to the Right.”  

One of the most recognizable stories of all time, Disney’s Peter Pan, 
Jr. is expected to draw large audiences.  It was a natural fit for this age 
group, says Denise Jacobs, producer and assistant director.  “We read 
many scripts.  We look for a good mix of humor and heart, and a nice 
middle school message.  When we find all of these things in one musi-
cal, we know we have a winner!  And who doesn’t love pirates and In-
dians?”

The kids in the Theater Club agree.  In its 11th year, the club has an 
extensive range of talents.  8th-grader Lucy Stover plays Wendy and has 
been in the play all four years of middle school.  “Peter Pan Jr. is the 
perfect show to portray our club and the magic we create together on 
the stage,” says Lucy, who was inspired to act from the age of seven.  “I 
love the character of Wendy because she is sweet and kind, yet bold all 
throughout the play.”

Mitchell Jacobs, also in 8th grade, plays Peter Pan.  He also has exten-
sive experience in youth theater and particularly connects to his role, 
“Because, well, who wants to grow up?  Though I do feel that I have that 
in common with Peter Pan, I’m not nearly as adventurous; I’ve never 
tested my sword skills in combat, but I can tell you that Peter would eas-
ily defeat me in a fight!”

Tinker Bell, enthusiastically portrayed by 7th-grader Xanna Bad-
er—another young veteran of the theater—is a fanciful character with 
whom the actress says she doesn’t have much in common.  “Tinker Bell 
has the sass that most of the time I lack.  She also shows her emotions a 
lot more than I do.  However, I think she and I are both very loyal.  But 
that is the whole point of acting, right?  Becoming someone you’re not.”

Behind the scenes, crew kids are busy hanging posters, painting sets, 
organizing costumes, taking pictures, printing tickets, and planning 
makeup, lighting and sound.  This buzzing hive of 120 students is one of 
Amherst Middle School’s most popular programs.  Every detail—from 
the railing on the pirate ship to the accessories on the actors—is careful-
ly managed, and it shows.  “I love my costume!” says Xanna.  “I especially 
love the sparkle and the color is just the right green.  The bells are the 
best part.  I get home and I’m covered in pixie dust!”  

Captain Hook—aka 8th-grader Matt McCann—agrees.  Aside from 
his love of the color red (which he shares with the infamous character 
he brings to life), he enjoys the heft of his period costume.  “The jacket 
is amazing and very heavy.  I definitely feel like a pirate when I wear it!”  

But that’s where their similarities end.  “I don’t have Hook’s need for re-
venge!  I think maybe Hook should learn to just let it go.”   

The adults at the helm keep it all flowing with a confident profession-
alism.  The veteran team includes director/choreographer Jennifer Sto-
ver, music director Kim Whitehead and producer/assistant director De-
nise Jacobs.  “The students are amazing!” says Jacobs.  “There are few 
opportunities in life to be part of something so wonderfully creative.  
Every year, I am overwhelmed with their talent, their dedication, their 
humor and their work ethic.”

Lucy comments that “Theater Club is special because it’s a place where 
you can meet unexpected new friends, stay in touch with old friends, 
and have fun sharing your passion with others.”  Mitchell agrees.  “I like 
that Theater Club is something I can look forward to every week, where 
I can see my friends and do something I really love.”  A newcomer to 
theater, Matt adds “This is my first show and I had no idea it would be 
so much fun.  It’s different when you’re behind the scenes.  I’m having a 
great time!”  In true Tinker Bell fashion, Xanna says that Theater Club 
“lets me shine like the Second Star to the Right!”

“What I love most about Theater Club is getting to know the kids,” 
says Jennifer Stover.  “They grow in confidence in their role, whether 
on stage or off, and I love the little moments we have along the way.  It’s 
a privilege to be a part of their childhood, and it’s the thing I treasure 
most.”

Performances will be held on March 12th, 13th and 14th  at 7:00pm, 
with a 2:00pm matinee on the 14th.  Tickets for this special production 
will be available at The Black Forest Café, The Homestead and Amherst 
Middle School.  Don’t forget the pixie dust! 

Redfern Arts Center’s Family Show is Back By Popular Demand 

This World Made Itself by Gayle Laird

Keene State Theatre & Dance Brings Family Classic ‘The Phantom Tollbooth’ To The Stage  

KEENE – The Phantom Toll-
booth, the family classic about a 
boy’s journey through a fantastic 
world to find the value of learning 
and knowledge, will be brought to 
life by the Keene State College The-
atre and Dance Department on 
Wednesday to Saturday, March 4 to 
7 at 7:30 p.m. in the Main Theatre of 
the Redfern Arts Center. A special 
school matinee will be performed at 
9:30 a.m. Friday, March 6, and ev-
eryone is invited to join the school 
performance. Tickets are $10 for 
the general public, $8 for senior cit-
izens, $6 for KSC students, and $5 
for the school performance. Call the 
box office at 358-2168 or order on-
line at www.keene.edu/racbp.

The Keene State production will 
use actors and puppets to recreate 
The Phantom Tollbooth, the ado-
lescent adventure novel written by 
Norton Juster in 1961 and adapt-
ed for the stage by Susan Nanus. 
The play is a sampling of the many 

characters in the book such as the 
Watchdog, the Humbug, and the 
Mathemagician and contains plen-
ty of puns that children can giggle 
over and adults can appreciate.

Presenting a family oriented play 
is a good learning experience for 
Keene State theatre students and is 
a good way to introduce live theatre 
to a younger audience. KSC Theatre 
Professor Daniel Patterson chose to 
direct The Phantom Tollbooth be-
cause it is a little more sophisticat-
ed than most children’s theatre and 
has a clear educational message and 
complex plot that can be appreciat-
ed by people all ages.

The adventure follows Milo, who 
drives a toy car through a tollbooth 
into a fantastic world that is very 
different from ours, but that is very 
real to the characters living there. 
Milo journeys to a city called Dic-
tionopolis, where the King of the 
world of letters and words send him 
on a mission to rescue two prin-

cesses, Rhyme and Reason, who 
are imprisoned in a castle floating 
high above the ground. During his 
quest Milo meets all sorts of unusu-
al creatures, half of whom will be 
portrayed by student actors and the 

other half will be puppets designed 
by Theatre Professor Céline Perron. 
These puppets will be manipulat-
ed and given voice by the student 
actors, which requires a large cast, 
some of whom play multiple roles.

Xanna Bader (Tinker Bell), Matt McCann (Captain Hook), Lucy Stover 
(Wendy), Mitchell Jacobs (Peter Pan). 

Oil Paintings by Bill Schofield
 The Jaffrey Civic Center is pleased to exhibit the oil paintings 

by Bill Schofield of Jaffrey, New Hampshire in the first floor Dis-
play Cases from Friday, February 13 through Thursday, March 12.

At the age of 66 after his semi retirement from Residential Re-
sources Inc., in 2008, Bill decided to attempt to paint for the first 
time.

“I have had the good fortune of working with Alex Farqu-
harson, Jean Duval, Betty Glass and Deb Pero and others and have, 
through an amalgamation of their instruction, developed my own 
unique painting style.  I work now in oil, water soluble oil and wa-
ter color.  I paint because its fun.”

Jaffrey Civic Center is located at 40 Main Street, Jaffrey, NH.  For 
more information, please call (603) 532-6527 or visit jaffreycnter@
aol.com.

“Heading In” by Bill Schofield

KSC Theatre and Dance Department actors (from left) Abigail Gill, as Milo 
encounters The Humbug, played by Kenzie Klem in The Phantom Tollbooth. 


