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AMHERST – Code Yellow is 
a community policing initiative 
which has been developed to assist 
public safety personnel in their re-
sponse to incidents involving those 
with mental health and medical 
disabilities who reside in Amherst. 
It is designed to assist the Police 
Department along with first re-
sponders during encounters with 
members of the community who 
have disabilities such as, but not 
limited to; Alzheimer’s, Autism, 
Schizophrenia, Dementia, or any 
other mental/ developmental dis-
orders or substantial medical im-
pairments. The program promotes 
communication and gives police 
quick access to critical informa-
tion about the registrant and their 
family. The program can provide 
police with emergency contact in-
formation, detailed physical de-
scriptions, known routines, favor-
ite attractions or special needs of 
the individual who is registered. 
This information can assist officers 
in communicating with, locating 
a residence for, or dealing with an 
emergency involving an individual 
with special needs.
FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS
Who is eligible?

The program has been 
developed with the in-
tent to serve all members 
of the Amherst commu-
nity whose ability to com-
municate may be chal-
lenged or diminished when 
interacting with police. Ex-
amples include persons with 
developmental disabilities, Alzhei-
mer’s patients, and other individ-
uals who may be at an increased 
level of risk due to a medical im-
pairment. 
If I don’t live in Amherst, can I 
still register my child/dependent 
adult?

If you do not live in Amherst 
but your child or dependent adult 
comes to Amherst on a regular ba-
sis (i.e. for work, school, childcare, 
hospice care, etc.) or otherwise re-
sides in Amherst on a permanent 
or semi-permanent basis, then you 
should participate in the program. 
If the registrant is not in Amherst 
regularly, then there would be no 
real benefit to registering.
As soon as I send the registra-
tion, will the information be im-
mediately available in the event 
a police or emergency medical 
response is required?

The registration form will need to 
be entered into the records system 
and linked with any photographs 
in order to capture all relevant in-
formation.  Though the registration 
is an important and expedited pro-
cess, it may take up to seven days 
to be fully processed.  However, in 
the event of a crisis situation in the 
meantime, dispatchers will still be 
able to access the hard copy of the 
registration form for immediate 
use.
Who has access to my child’s/

family member’s profile?
Amherst Police per-

sonnel who require 
this information in 
the performance of 
their duties will have 

access to the informa-
tion. There are strict 

regulations with respect 
to accessing and dissemi-
nating information. How-
ever, the sharing of this in-
formation with other police 

agencies during an emer-
gency can be helpful when a person 
is registered in Amherst but wan-
ders off into another jurisdiction.
How often should I update the 
registration profile?

In order to be most effective, we 
recommend updating the profile ev-
ery year.  In the event that the pro-

file is not updated, the last known 
information will still be maintained 
in the police department’s record 
system.
Can I update my profile more 
than every year if there are 
changes? If so, how do I do 
that?

You may, however, only informa-
tion that has a significant impact 
on policing response will be nec-
essary. Some examples would in-
clude a change in address, school, 
or emergency contact. You do not 
need to report a change in hair cut 
or color, for example, as the police 
are familiar with the changes that 
can be made and are more likely to 
notice height, weight and eye color. 
Changes may be made by filling out 
a new registration form.
Will I be notified when the annu-
al renewal is required?

The renewals are the sole respon-
sibility of the parent/guardian. It 
is recommended that you renew 
the registration during the month 
of the registrant’s birthday as a re-
minder.
If there is an incident involving 
my child/dependent adult, should 
I notify the police that he/she is 
registered with the agency?

It is preferable that you let the po-
lice know that the individual is al-
ready registered. In doing so, the 
registrant’s information will be im-
mediately passed along to respond-
ing officers which will eliminate the 
need for dispatchers to ask parents/
guardians for descriptive informa-

tion during a high stress situation.
How will this registration pro-
gram help if my child/dependent 
adult goes missing?

If the individual goes miss-
ing and is reported by the parent/
guardian, information about his/
her physical appearance, the most 
likely places where he/she would go 
to, as well as triggers, stimulants, 
and de-escalation techniques will 
be sent to every police officer in 

the area to look for the missing per-
son. If police encounter a registrant 
who has not been reported missing 
and is incapable of effectively com-
municating his/her name to an offi-
cer, a computer check of the neigh-
borhood, coupled with the physical 
appearance and may allow us to 
identify the individual more quick-
ly. This will then allow police to use 
the contact information to connect 
with the parents/guardians.
What guarantees do we have 
that the interaction between our 
child/dependent adult and the 
police will be positive once he/
she is registered?

Although the program has obvi-
ous benefits, there is no guarantee 
of a positive outcome since each sit-
uation and set of circumstances is 
unique.  However, the registration 
process provides patrol officers with 
critical information which allows 
them to respond more efficiently to 
any calls for service.  It should be 
stressed that simply having a person 
registered is not going to change 
police responses in every instance 
involving an individual with spe-
cial needs. Police will act accord-
ing to procedure depending upon 
the circumstances. For example, if 
the registrant is suspected of being 
involved in a criminal act, then he/
she may still be arrested. However, 
being registered will assist police in 
tailoring their response to the inci-
dent and will ensure that the cor-
rect people are contacted. 
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You can get there from here!  Where?  So many 
interesting and fun places!  How?  Shank’s mare 
and the family chariot!  Again, where?

Many organizations and individuals have writ-
ten where-to guides to help families find and enjoy 
paths into the natural world.  Trails for feet of all 
ages are out there.  Now is a good time of year to 
start reusing those feet and escape cabin fever into 
the beauty and serenity of Nature.  Here are some 
guides you can enjoy turning to for ideas and com-
panionship:

Amherst Walk Book – Outside your door there 
are 25 miles of comfortable trails maintained by 
the Amherst Conservation Commission which 
published this illustrated guide to trailside natural 
history with maps and photos.

Big Trees of New Hampshire – Published in 
2014 by Kevin Martin, this guide describes short 
hikes to the biggest trees in NH from the seacoast 
to the North Country.  Some of the walks lead to a 
single specimen tree as does one in Amherst.  Oth-
ers, lead to several trees of different species as does 
a 16-tree walk in Concord.

NH Rail Trails – Authored by Charles Mar-
tin with inviting prose, this guide includes over 
180 photographs and 95 maps for 37 walks along 
former railroad rights of way.  Half a dozen of the 
trails are within 30 minutes of Amherst and others 
lead into White Mountain wildernesses.

The New Hiking the 
Monadnock Region – 
Written by Joe Adamo-
vitcz describing nature 
walks and day hikes in the heart of New England.  
Beginning with the boardwalk of Ponemah Bog, 
the guide draws families to the heights of Monad-
nock and Pitcher Mountains and to places named 
for folks like Eliza Adams and Madame Sherri.

Southern NH Trail Guide – This book in the 
popular AMC guide series, provides comprehen-
sive information about more than 200 trails from 
Monadnock to the Lakes Region and seacoast.

Monadnock Hikes Classic Day Hikes – This is 
a sampler of both popular and lesser known half-
day hiking adventures to the summit, including 
five complete hikes with maps, trail photos, and 
local memorabilia. 

Hikes in the Piscataquog Region –13 short 
walks just west of Amherst are described with pho-
tos and information on the nature of the region.

Town conservation commissions and trail com-
mittees often post maps of local trails on their 
town or commission web sites for downloading.  
And, some of the time, just following your nose is 
the most rewarding guide.  Don’t be afraid to use 
it.  Whatever you use – nose, book or download 
- step outdoors into spring:  smell, see, and enjoy.

It’s About Conservation

Getting There From Here
By Bruce B. Beckley
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Town News

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library 

Coming up in April:
MINECRAFT CLUB

On Wednesday afternoons, you’ll find 
a group of local Minecraft aficionados 
here at the library. They come to play, dis-
cuss strategy, and have fun! If you’re interested 
in joining them, please contact Miss Kate at KateM-
cCoy@mail.com.
April Vacation Week Activities:                  

Don’t sit around bored during school vacation week. 
The children’s room at the library has a lot planned!  
(For those events requiring registration, please call 
673-2288 or go online to www.amherstlibrary.org)

Tuesday April 28 at 10:30: Miss Lindsay and her 
PUPPET PALS--- Miss Lindsay brings a huge collec-
tion of lovingly handcrafted, life sized hand puppets 
and marionettes to child and family audiences across 
New England. Filled with silly humor, crowd participa-
tion, and unique, memorable characters, this series of 
charming, positive short stories will delight the young 
and the young at heart! Ideal for ages 3-8.

No registration required.
Wednesday April 29 at 2:00pm INDOOR 

TIDE-POOLING w/ The Seacoast Science Cen-
ter   How does a sea star eat? Where do urchins live? 
How do crabs crawl? Why do snails have “trap doors?” 

During this program, children will 
observe and touch several different 
intertidal animals. Games, activities 
and role-playing will reinforce learn-
ing. Ages 5 and up. Space is limited, 

so registration is required.
Thursday April 30 at 10:00am: 

MATCHBOX MANIA Drive on down 
to the Children’s Room, where we’ll have 

everything set up to enjoy our collection of 
matchbox vehicles---roads, tracks, blocks,etc.  

If you have some favorites that you want to try out 
on our tracks, bring them along, but make sure to label 
them with your name.

Space is limited, so please register your child.  For 
children ages 3 and up.

Thursday, April 30 at 2:00pm: AFTERNOON 
MOVIE MATINEE.  Bring a water bottle and a pillow, 
and we’ll provide the popcorn and the big screen! Come 
and join us!

Friday, May 1 from 2:00-4:00 : DRESS-UP PHOTO 
SHOOT! Come and use our supply of costumes and 
props, and/or decorate a mask —create your own look, 
and pose for the camera….CLICK!!  Everyone brings 
home a portrait!

No registration required.
ALL WEEK LONG:  MAKE-IT/ TAKE-IT 

CRAFT—Come in anytime, all week, and make your 
own craft!  

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

AVD ad 2014 > 4.25" x 3"

Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Serving the Souhegan Valley Region since 1994 ~ Family Owned and Operated

GROOminG 7 dayS a week! 
  dOGGie daycaRe: Full day $15 •1/2 day $10

BOaRdinG:  dogs $22/day • cats $15/day
discounts available for multiple family pets

FRAME DEPOTT
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Fine Custom Framing 
 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

Art Exhibit!
May 2nd thru May 31st

for Nan T. Quintin of Pepperell
Mass.  Come meet Nan at a reception
Saturday, May 9th from 11 AM to 2 PM

Light refreshments will be served.

While you’re here, stroll through our 
gallery and see all the wonderful 

works by over 35 local artists. We are 
professional framers and nothing is 

too difficult to handle. Ask us!
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GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

always available

227 Union Sq. • Milford  
673-2936 • framedepot@artown.com

Tu-Fri  10-5:30, Sat 10-3, Sun 12-3
Mother’s Day is May 10th! Let us frame a 

favorite photo of children or grandchildren!

“Forge Pond, Westford MA” by Nan T. Quintin

25 South River Road
Bedford, NH

603-622-0500
alapageboutique.com

A - K Cups 20% OFF One Item*  
*must present coupon for discount.  

One coupon per customer. Applied to 
lower priced item. Not valid toward 

prior purchases, gift certificates or 
special orders. Applicable to in-store 
merchandise only.  Valid thru 5/11/15

Our Renovations Are Complete!  
Stop into the store to see our new & improved space & enter:

 $100 Gift Certificate Giveaway 
{No purchase necessary. Visit Bedford store for details & enter through 4/30.}

What is The Code Yellow Program?

Come to an Amherst Village   
Strategic Plan Input Session

AMHERST – Five Amherst Vil-
lage Strategic Planning Committee 
working groups have been explor-
ing potential strategic initiatives in: 
1.) traffic & safety, 2.) community 
development, 3.) historic preserva-
tion, 4.) lighting & utilities, and 5.) 
recreation, attractions & events.

Come learn about, and offer your 
input on, these strategic alterna-
tives for the Village (some can also 
be applied elsewhere in Amherst). 

Attend either of two public input 
sessions at the Clark School Multi-
purpose Room at 7pm on Tuesday, 
May 19th, or Thursday, May 21st 
2015. The same presentation will be 
given on both days.

This is a strategic initiative of the 
Amherst Board of Selectmen (www.
amherstnh.gov/villageplan). Project 
leader: Mike Akillian (makillian@
amherstnh.gov). 


